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The members of the Council of Delegates have all received report 
CD/4/1 on the activities of the Commission on the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Peace since the last Council of Delegates held 
in Geneva in October 1986.

This report completes the one distributed in the sense that it 
describes the work carried out by the Commission at the session 
held in Rio de Janeiro on 17-18 November 1987, and presents
to the Council of Delegates the conclusions and proposals reached 
by the Commission on this occasion.

Most of the Commission’s proposals come from a joint ICRC/League 
working group set up at the Commission's session of April 1987. 
This group had been assigned to draw up proposals, as a follow-up 
to the Commission's discussions, on the following themes:

- world Red Cross and Red Crescent peace day,
- Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity,
- worldwide campaign for the protection of war victims,
- peace, disarmament and development,
- information and dissemination of international humanitarian 

law as a contribution towards peace.

The working group met on different occasions for technical 
discussions and prepared proposals which were finally elaborated 
and adopted on 10 July 1987 under the presidency of the late 
Mr. Enrique de la Mata, President of the League.

1. World Red Cross and Red Crescent peace day
The working group was assigned to study the proposal that arose 
after lengthy discussions during the Commission's April 1987 
session regarding the institution of a world Red Cross and 
Red Crescent peace day to be celebrated on 8 May or on some 
other date, between two International Conferences, that is, 
about every four years.

A compromise had therefore to be found between four quite 
different positions recalled in annex II (Page 40) of report 
CD/4/1 already distributed to the Council of Delegates, 
namely:

- •no day devoted to peace
a part of 8 May devoted to. peace

- the date of 8 May devoted to peace, every four years, 
between two International Conferences

- a special day - other than 8 May - devoted to peace.
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The working group therefore'recommended that in principle 
8 May be devoted, once every four years, midway between two 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Conferences, to 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement's contribution to 
peace, trusting that this solution {the most modest of the 
four-), would be the most susceptible to gather a consensus.

The deliberation that this proposal generated among the 
members of the Commission at the last session, have not yet 
allowed them to reach a consensus on the question.

2. The Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity

The joint working group was assigned to study the proposal put for
ward by the Algerian Red Crescent to institute a Red Cross 
and Red Crescent peace prize and to determine the criteria 
and frequency according to which the prize might be awarded 
and to draw up draft regulations that would take into 
account the following two options:

- award the prize to a person within the Movement or to 
a National Society in recognition of his or its con
tribution to the Movement's work for peace.

- award the prize to a person or an institution outside 
the Movement.

In examining this point, the working group based itself 
mainly upon Chapter IV of the Belgrade Programme of Action 
of 1975. Point 28.5 of the Programme of Action invited 
Red Cross institutions to:

"Consider the idea of instituting a "Red Cross Prize" to 
encourage and honour the National Society making the 
greatest contribution to international solidarity and 
thereby promoting the Red Cross image".

The working group considered that this paragraph, which 
had been adopted by consensus, in fact covered the above 
two options which the group was to examine.

Without reaching any definite conclusion regarding the 
creation of such a prize, the group suggested that the 
Commission propose to the Council of Delegates that the 
first award take place at the'celebration of the Movement's 
125th anniversary and that the prize be awarded every 
four years. The Standing Commission could then decide 
on the procedures, criteria, conditions and beneficiaries 
of the award.

The Commission accepted these proposals after elaborating 
them somewhat and by consensus prepared a draft resolution 
for the Council of Delegates, requesting that a Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity be established,

- to be awarded either to National Societies or to 
persons having actively contributed in the Movement 
to a more peaceful world through their humanitarian 
work and the dissemination of the ideals of the
Movement,
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to be awarded, in principle every four years during the 
Council of Delegates and by the Standing Commission.

This draft resolution also invites the Standing Commission 
to establish the implementation of the present resolution 
and to designate by consensus the beneficiaries of the award to be 
awarded for the first time on the occasion of the Council 
of Delegates of 1989, year of the 125th anniversary of the 
Movement.

The draft resolution is annexed hereto and is part of the 
present report.

3. Worldwide campaign for the protection of war victims

In accordance with the mandate given to it by the Connissicn, 
the joint ICRC/League working group examined at the two 
meetings held with the Swedish Red Cross on 10 July and 
4 November 1987, the proposal presented by that Society 
for a worldwide campaign to strengthen protection for 
war victims. The group considered the project as a 
concrete follow-up to resolution VIII of the XXVth 
International Conference, studied how it could be linked 
up with the celebration of the 125th anniversary, and 
examined the role to be played by the different components 
of the Movement.

The objectives of the Swedish proposal are in harmony with 
the theme of the second part of the celebration of the 
125th anniversary. The period after 8 May 1989 would be 
used as a spring board for a worldwide campaign aimed at 
making international humanitarian law better known and 
respected, and at strengthening the protection of civilians 
in times of war. This campaign would culminate around 1990 
with the observation of a two-day worldwide truce focussing 
on the protection of civilians in armed conflicts.

The Commission expressed its support of this proposal and 
gave enthusiastic encouragement to the Swedish Red Cross, 
the League and the ICRC to proceed to prepare and carry out 
the campaign. The Commission also asked to be kept updated 
on the progress of the activities of the working group, and 
prepared by consensus a draft resolution for the attention 
of the Council of Delegates which is annexed hereto and is 
part of the present report.

4. Peace, disarmament and development

The Commission was informed of the letter drawn up by the 
joint working group, dated 26 August 1987, signed by the 
two presidents of the ICRC and the League, and remitted to 
the Secretary General of the International conference on 
the relationship between disarmament and development held 
in New York in August and September 1987.



Based especially on resolutions XXII, XXVI and XXVII of 
the XXVth International Conference on development as a 
contribution by the Movement to peace, the letter was 
essentially aimed at informing the international com
munity of the willingness of the League and the ICRC to 
"receive and assign to development projects duly coordinated 
and approved by all the parties involved, the funds which 
might be entrusted to them by withdrawal from the resources 
freed thanks to measures directed at the limitation of 
armaments and at disarmament", in the event of the States 
actually.taking such measures.

The Commission also decided by consensus to draw up for 
the Council of Delegates a draft resolution inviting the 
National Societies to help create a climate of peace con
ducive to a reduction of tension by implementing their 
development programmes, emphasizing the willingness of 
the Movement to receive and to assign to development 
projects funds released. This project is annexed hereto 
and is part of the present report.

Information and dissemination of international humanitarian 
law as a contribution to peace

a) Seminar on information, dissemination and peace

The joint working group included the following in 
its report to the Commission:

A dual proposal by the Australian Red Cross, issued 
in April of 19 87, and which consists of the following:

. First, to urge National Societies to lay greater 
emphasis on the promotion of international 
humanitarian law as a factor of peace,

. Second, to make the Movement's contribution to 
\ peace better known and understood by the members 

of the National Societies, and

A project put forward by the Alliance of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent of the USSR- to organize a seminar in 

1988 on information at the service of peace.

Placing these two proposals in a wider context, the 
group emphasized that such a seminar should focus on 
seeking ways and means of information that would make the 
role of the Movement in the promotion of peace better 
known, and that it should be organized within the scope 
of a Commission meeting on account of its wide repre- 
sentativity, its competence in matters concerning peace 
and the procedures regulating its debates.
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The Commission approved this suggestion, agreeing that it 
could be extended to include dissemination and information 
specialists from National Societies and communication 
experts. The conclusions of the seminar would therefore 
be those of the Commission and would be presented to the 
Council of Delegates in 1989 for approval by consensus.

The Commission which has already received an invitation 
from the Alliance to be the host of its second session in 
1988, decided, by consensus, to draw up a draft resolution 
for that purpose, addressed to the Council of Delegates, 
proposing that the latter accept the invitation. This 
draft is attached to the present report of which it is an 
integral part.

The Commission as of now enjoins the ICRC/League 
working group with which the Alliance will be associated 
to submit specific proposals to it at its April 1988 
session, provided that the draft resolution is adopted 
by the Council of Delegates.

b) ICRC information policy regarding violation of international 
humanitarian law

Following a proposal issued in April 1987 to have the 
Commission know better the ICRC's policy in releasing 
information when it came to alerting public opinion 
to violations of international humanitarian law, the 
ICRC prepared a document on public appeals which it 
issued between 1946 and 1987. The Commission, which has 
not discussed it, decided to revert to the question at 
its April 1988 session.

6. The Movement and Human Rights

The Commission read with interest the interim report 
submitted by the Group of Experts on Human Rights, which 
held its first meeting in Geneva on 23 and 24 June 1987, 
under the chairmanship of Prof. Diego Uribe Vargas. 
Essentially it is only a procedural report indicating what 
the Group of Experts has done, and containing the schedule 
of its future activities. Therefore, the Commission decided, 
by consensus, not to attach it to the present report.

The Group of Experts based itself on the objectives of the 
study of the Movement's contribution to human rights, as 
well as on the working method that it intends to use during 
its activities. It then read the entire text of the two 
United Nations Covenants on Economic, Social, and Cultural 
Rights, and on Civil and Political Rights.
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Although it was able to specify some activities by 
National Societies which contributed to respect for 
human rights, it estimated that the most complete in
formation possible will be useful. Hence the idea, 
approved by the Commission, of addressing a questionnaire 
to all Societies requesting them to comolete before 
15 March 1988 information provided on their activities 
contributing to respect for human rights.

The study of this questionnaire should provide an 
overall picture of the Movement's contribution toward 
ensuring respect for and the implementation of human 
rights.

Satisfied with the first results attained by the Group 
of Experts, the Commission asked it to continue with its 
work according to the mandate given to it, and to meet 
at least twice in 1988, in order to prepare the report 
that should be submitted to it before it is presented 
to the Council of Delegates of 1989.
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Draft Resolution
Presented by the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Peace

Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize for Peace and Humanity

The Council of Delegates,

recalling the proposal put forward by the Algerian Red 
Crescent at 1986 Council of Delegates for the institution 
of a Red Cross and Red Crescent Peace Prize,

recalling that, according to the Statutes of the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, the 
Movement "by its humanitarian work and the dissemination 
of its ideals, (...) promotes a lasting peace, which is 
not simply the absence of war, but is a dynamic process 
of co-operation among all States and peoples, co-operation 
founded on respect for freedom, independence, national 
sovereignty, equality, human rights, as well as on a 
fair and equitable distribution of resources to meet the 
needs of peoples",

recalling that the Programme of Action of the Red Cross 
as a Factor of Peace (Belgrade 1975 - Bucarest 1977), 
proposed, under its point 28.5, to "consider the idea of 
instituting a "Red Cross Prize" to encourage and honour 
the National Society making the greatest contribution to 
international solidarity and thereby promoting the Red 
Cross image",

considering that the institution of such a Prize would 
constitute an important new element of implementation of 
this Programme of Actionz

stressing that the notion of the contribution of the 
Movement to Peace is an integral part of the Fundamental 
Principle of Humanity, which proclaims that the Movement 
"born of a desire to bring assistance without dis
crimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours, 
in its international and national capacity, to prevent 
and alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. 
Its purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure 
respect for the human being. It promotes mutual under
standing, friendship, co-operation and lasting peace 
amongst all peoples?,
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1. decides to institute a Red Cross and Red Crescent Prize 
for Peace and Humanity, which would be awarded either 
to National Societies or to persons having actively 
contributed in the Movement to a more peaceful world 
through their humanitarian work and the dissemination 
of the ideals of the Movement,

2. further decides that this Prize will be awarded, in 
principle every four years during the Council of 
Delegates and by the Standing Commission of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent,

3. invites the Standing Commission to establish the 
modalities of implementation of the present Resolution
and to designate the beneficiaries of the award by consensus,

4. further invites the Standing Commission to award this 
Prize for the first time on the occasion of Council
of Delegates of 1989, year of the 125th Anniversary of 
the Movement.
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Draft Resolution •

Presented by the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Peace

Worldwide campaign for the protection of war victims

The Council of Delegates,

having been informed of the project suhraittea by the joint 
working group appointed by the Commission on the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Peace and composed of representatives of 
the Swedish Red Cross, the ICRC and the League to deal with 
the matter of launching a worldwide campaign for the protec
tion of war victims,

considering that the project is an effective follow-up of 
Resolution VIII of the Twenty-fifth International Conference 
of the Red Cross, which recommended "a universal campaign to 
make known to all, not only to the armed forces, but to the 
civilians, the rights of the latter according to the 
international law",

1. congratulates the Swedish Red Cross on its initiative, 
as well as the joint working group for the very effective 
manner in which it developed the project,

2. enjoins all National Societies, the ICRC and the League 
not only to morally uphold the project, but also to strive 
toward its execution both at a national and international 
leveli

3. requests the joint working group which could be enlarged 
according to the needs and begin at once the detailed plan
ning of the different stages of' the campaign, as well as to 
raise the essential resources required for its execution,

4. invites the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent, 
and Peace to sum up the progress of the project at the next 
meeting of the Council of Delegates.
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Draft resolution
Presented by the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent 
and Peace

Peace, disarmament and development

The Council of Delegates,

recalling previous resolutions of International
Conferences of the Red Cross and of the Councils of 
Delegates on peace, disarmament and development of Na
tional Societies, and more specially Resolutions XXII, 
XXVI and XXVII of the Twenty-fifth Conference on develop
ment as a contribution by the Movement to peace,

having taken note of the conclusions of the Inter
national Conference on the Relationship Between Disarma
ment and Development (New York, August-September 1987),

noting with appreciation the discussions and recom
mendations of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Seminar on Health as a Factor of Peace and Development 
(Moscow, September 1987),

alarmed at the shocking disproportion between arms 
expenditure and development aid,

concerned by continued tensions throughout the world 
which prevent resources from being freed for development 
programmes to alleviate human suffering and misery,

reaffirming the importance of respect for interna
tional humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts as 
a factor conducive to a resumption of negotiations, the 
settlement of a conflict and a reallocation of funds to 
development aid,

recognizing the need for' the Movement to increase 
its assistance to National Societies in developing countries,

1. invites National Societies by implementing their 
development programmes, to help create a climate of peace 
conducive to a reduction of tension,

2. , emphasizes the willingness of the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement to receive any resources 
freed by government actions to limit armament and pursue 
policies of disarmament, and to assign those resources to 
National Society development projects.
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Draft resolution

presented by the Gcraiiission on the Red Cross, Red Cresœnt and Peace

Information and dissemination of international humanitarian law

as a contribution to peace

The Council of Delegates,

recalling resolutions on the dissemination of inter
national humanitarian law adopted by previous International 
Conferences of the Red Cross,

convinced that the dissemination of international 
humanitarian law and of the Fundamental Principles cannot 
be dissociated from propagation of a spirit of peace and 
that it constitutes a major contribution by the Movement 
to peace,

noting, moreover, the need for the Movement's role 
in promoting peace to be made better known,

1. encourages National Societies which have not already 
done so to appoint officers to disseminate international 
humanitarian lawT and the Fundamental Principles and to make 
approaches to the authorities with a view to setting up 
joint committees composed of representatives of the rele
vant ministries and National Societies,

2. invi tes the entire Movement to continue and expand 
its activities for the dissemination of knowledge of inter
national humanitarian law and the Fundamental Principles
in various circles, including young people, nationally, re
gionally and internationally,

3. encourages the Commission on the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Peace to take all necessary steps to improve 
ways and means of making better known and understood the 
role of the Movement in favour of peace by pointing out the 
connection between disseminating international humanitarian 
law and the Movement's Fundamental Principles and developing 
a spirit of peace,

4. requests the Commission to hold its second 1988 
session (with participation extended to include dissemina
tion and information specialists from National Societies 
and communication experts) in the framework of which a 
host Society, the ICRC and the League would organize a 
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seminar in order to implement the objective set out in 
the previous paragraph.

Note : the Commission on the Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Peace has received an invitation from the Alliance 
of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent of the USSR 
to host the session mentioned in point 4. It pro
poses, by consensus, to the Council of Delegates 
to accept this invitation.


