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REPORT

In 1912 H.M. the Empress Shoken kindly took an interest 
in "relief work in time of peace". She made a generous gift 
to the Red Cross of an initial sum of Yen 1OU,OUU in 
Japanese gold. A second gift from H.M. the Empress and 
H.M. the Dowager Empress of Japan brought the Empress Shoken 
Fund to Yen 200,000 in 1934.

The XVIth International Conference of the Red Cross held in 
1938 entrusted the administration of this Fund and the distri
bution of the revenues to a Joint Commission of six members: 
three of the members to be appointed by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the other three by the League 
of Red Cross Societies.

On the occasion of the centenary of the foundation of the Red 
Cross, H.M. the Empress of Japan made a special contribution 
and, as was reported in preceding Reports, Their Majesties the 
Emperor and Empress of Japan, the Government of Japan and the 
Japanese Red Cross Society made further contributions.

During the period 1981 to 1985 the Japanese Imperial Family, 
the Meiji Jingu Shrine Sukei-Kai (Society venerating Empress 
Shóken), other donors in Japan, the Government of Japan, 
the Japanese Red Cross Society and Japanese visitors to 
the ICRC and the League contributed a total sum of
Sw.fr. 867,U2U.43 towards the Fund's inalienable capital.

867,020.43

1981 - Sw.fr. 196,742.86
1982 - Sw.fr. 164,464.30
1983 - Sw.fr. 135,992.14
1984 - Sw.fr. 634.35
1985 - Sw.fr. 369,186.78

This generous and continued support to the Empress Shoken
Fund permits the Joint Commission to increase the allocations. 
As a result the continuation of the programmes undertaken by 
the beneficiary Societies is more firmly assured.

During the five years since submission of its last report to 
the Twenty-fourth International Red Cross Conference in Manila, 
the Joint Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund has met six 
times for ordinary sessions and four times for special meetings, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Maurice Aubert, Vice-President of 
the ICRC. The Secretariat was headed consecutively by
Mr. B. Petterson, Mr. T. Konoi and Dr. K. Seevaratnam, all of 
the League. In mid-June 1986, in view of the reorganization of 
the League Secretariat and the additional workload represented by
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the preparatory work for the International Conference of the 
Red Cross, the League and the ICRC agreed that the Secretariat 
of the Joint Commission would be provided temporarily by the 
ICRC. Mr. Philipp Züger, of the ICRC staff, will be respon
sible for the Secretariat until the end of 1986, when it will 
revert to the League. This arrangement is purely temporary 
and in no way affects the Fund's Regulations and Rules. The 
management of the Fund's finances remains the responsibility 
of the League.

The Joint Commission, on 11 April each year, the anniversary 
of the death of H.M. the Empress Shôken, announces the 
distribution of the income from the Fund among those National 
Societies having submitted a substantiated request before 
31 December of the preceding year. The Commission ensures that 
the requests are justified according to the conditions laid 
down under Article 3 of the Regulations for the Empress Shôken 
Fund:

a) Specific tasks which the National Red Cross and Red Cres
cent Societies, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross or the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
consider it expedient to undertake in the general interests 
of relief work in peacetime.

b) The dissemination of methods adopted by National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies which have been recognized as 
the best for the prevention or elimination of tuberculosis 
and other grave contagious diseases.

c) Contributions to relief work undertaken by National Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies for the benefit of the 
victims of disasters.

Also, in examining the applications the Joint Commission re
viewed the experiences of the past few years. The Commission 
noted that criteria (a), (b) and (c) which it had established
for allocation were still valid:

a) To restrict the number of allocations and thereby increas
ing the allocations so as to permit the beneficiary National 
Societies to implement the plans envisaged;

b) To uphold only those from developing National Societies 
unable to have their projects financed otherwise and, 
among such Societies, whenever feasible those which have 
hitherto benefited least from assistance from the Empress 
Shoken Fund;

Even in time of war, the sending, for example, of a study 
mission to an area where a contagious disease has broken 
out among a population not at war, would not be excluded.
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c) To refrain from considering requests from those National 
Societies which have not conformed to the requirements 
under Article Ster of the Regulations according to which 
the beneficiary National Societies are expected to report 
on the use of the allocations received.

The Joint Commission further decided that:

i) Allocations be transferred to the beneficiaries only upon 
presentation of either invoices or proof of purchase;

ii) Allocations remaining unclaimed or unused after six months 
of such allocations are to be withdrawn and added to the 
amount available for the next distribution.

During the period under review, the Joint Commission studied 
and established suggestions for revising the Regulations of the 
Fund and its Rules of Procedure.

On the following pages are comparative tables showing:

- the text now in force of the Regulations for the Empress 
Shôken Fund and the proposed revised version, which is sub
mitted to the International Conference for approval;

- the text now in force of the Rules of Procedure of the Joint 
Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund and the revised version, 
adopted by the Joint Commission at its meeting of 29 March 1983, 
submitted for information.
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REGULATIUNS FOB THE EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND REGULATIUNS FUR THE EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND

(Approved by the XVIth International Red Cross Conference, 
London 1938, and revised by the XIXth International Con
ference, New Delhi 1957)

Article 1. - The sum of 100,000 yen in Japanese gold pre
sented by H.M. the Empress of Japan to the International 
Red Cross on the occasion of the IXth Conference (Washington), 
to promote relief work in time of peace, was increased to 
2UU,UUU yen by a further gift of 1UO,OOU yen from their 
Majesties the Empress and the Dowager Empress of Japan, on 
the occasion of the XVth International Red Cross Conference 
at Tokyo in 1934.
This fund shall be entitled: "The Empress Shoken Fund".

Article 2. - The Fund shall be administered and its revenues
distributed by a Joint Commission of six members composed 
equally of three members appointed by the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross and three by the League of Red Cross 
Societies; the quorum shall be four. The Chairman of the Com
mission shall be one of the representatives of the League of 
Red Cross Societies in even years, and in odd years, one of 
the representatives of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross. The institution from which the Chairman is drawn 
shall also provide the Commission's Secretariat for that same 
year. In the event of a tie in voting, the Chairman shall 
have a casting vote. In general, the Commission shall meet 
at Geneva, exceptionally at the headquarters of the League 
of Red Cross Societies or in any other place which the Com
mission may itself decide.
The Commission may delegate the administration of the Fund.

(Approved by the XVIth International Conference of the Red 
Cross, London 1938, and revised by the XIXth International 
Conference, New Delhi 1957, and the XXVth International 
Conference, Geneva 1986)

Article 1 - The sum of 100,00U yen in Japanese gold pre
sented by H.M. the Empress of Japan to the International 
Red Cross on the occasion of the IXth International Con
ference, Washington 1912, to promote relief work in time of 
peace, was increased to 20U,000 yen by a further gift of 
100,000 yen from their Majesties the Empress and the Dowager 
Empress of Japan, on the occasion of the XVth International 
Conference, Tokyo 1934. The fund was further increased by a 
gift of 3,6U0,000 yen from H.M. the Empress of Japan, on the 
occasion of the Red Cross centenary in 1963, and by 
successive contributions from the Government of Japan since 
1966 and from the Japanese Red Cross Society.
This fund shall be entitled: "The Empress Shoken Fund".

Article 2 - The Fund shall be administered and its revenues
distributed by a Joint Commission of six independent members 
chosen in their personal capacity. The Joint Commission shall 
be composed equally of three members appointed by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross and three by the League of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies; the quorum shall be four. 
The Chairman of the Joint Commission shall be on a permanent 
basis one of the representatives of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross whereas the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies shall provide the Joint Commission's Secretariat. The 
Joint Commission shall meet at Geneva, in principle at the head
quarters of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.



Article 3. - The capital of the Fund shall remain intact.
Only the revenues provided by interest on it shall be used 
for allocations awarded by the Joint Commission to meet all 
or part of the cost of the activities enumerated below, any 
balances not utilized being used to increase subsequent 
allocations:

a) Specific tasks which the National Red Cross Societies, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross or the 
League of Red Cross Societies consider it expedient to 
undertake in the general interests or relief work in 
peacetime.

b) The dissemination of methods adopted by National Red 
Cross Societies which have been recognized as the best 
for the prevention or elimination of tuberculosis and 
other grave contagious diseases.

c) Contributions to relief work undertaken by National Red 
Cross Societies for the benefit of the victims of dis
asters.

Article 3 - The capital of the Fund shall remain intact.
Only the revenues provided by interest on it shall be used 
for allocations awarded by the Joint Commission to meet all 
or part of the cost of the activities enumerated below, any 
balances not utilized being used to increase either the 
capital of the Fund or subsequent allocations:

(a) Disaster preparedness;
(b) Activities in the field of health;
(c) Blood transfusion services;
(d) Youth activities;
(e) First aid and rescue programmes;
(f) Activities in the field of social welfare;
(g) Dissemination of humanitarian ideals of the Red Cross;
(h) Such other programmes of general interest for the develop

ment of activities of National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies.

Article 4. - National Red Cross Societies wishing to
receive an allocation shall make the necessary application 
through their Central Committees to the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross before 31 December of the year pre
ceding that in which the allocations are to be made. Appli
cations shall be supported by full details concerning the 
particular activity selected from among those specified in 
Article 3 above.

Article 4 - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
wishing to receive an allocation shall make the necessary appli
cation through their Central Committees to the Secretariat of 
the Joint Commission before 31 December of the year preceding 
that in which the allocations are to be made. Applications 
shall be supported by full details concerning the particular 
activity selected from among those specified in Article 3 
above.

Even in time of war, the sending, for example, of a 
study mission to an area where a contagious disease has 
broken out among a population not at war, would not be 
excluded.
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Article 5. - she Joint Commission shall examine the appli
cations mentioned in the previous Article and shall make 
such allocations as it considers just and suitable.

It shall each year communicate the decisions it has taken 
to the Central Committees.

Article 5 - The Joint Commission shall examine the appli
cations mentioned in the previous Article and shall make 
such allocations as it considers just and suitable.

It shall each year communicate the decisions it has taken 
to the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Article 5 bis. - National Red Cross Societies which feel 
obliged by circumstances to put the allocations received 
to uses other than those specified in their applications 
for grants under Article 4 must ask for the Joint Commis
sion's approval before doing so.

Article 6 - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
which feel obliged by circumstances to put the allocations 
received to uses other than those specified in their appli
cations for grants under Article 4 must ask for the Joint 
Commission's approval before doing so.

Article 5 ter. - The National Red Cross Societies shall 
send to the Joint Commission, in due time, a report on the 
use of the allocations received.

Article 7 - National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
shall send to the Joint Commission, not later than twelve 
months after receipt of the allocations, a report on the use 
of the allocations received.

Article 6. - The distribution shall take place each year
on 11 April, the anniversary of the death of H.M. the 
Empress Shoken.

Article 8 - The announcement of distribution shall take 
place each year on 11 April, the anniversary of the death 
of H.M. the Empress Shoken.

Ch



Article 7. - A sum which shall not exceed five per cent 
of the annual interest on the capital shall be set aside 
to cover the cost of administering the Fund.

Article 9 - A sum which shall not exceed six per cent of
the annual interest on the capital shall be set aside to 
cover the cost of administering the Fund.

Article 8. - The Joint Commission shall present to each
international Red Cross Conference a report on the current 
financial situation of the Fund, the allocations which 
have been made since the preceding Conference and the use 
made of those allocations by the National Societies.

The International Conference shall transmit this report 
to the Japanese Imperial Family through the intermediary 
of the Japanese Ked Cross Society.

Article 10 - The Joint Commission shall present to each
International Conference of the Red Cross a report on the 
current financial situation of the Fund, the allocations 
which have been made since the preceding Conference and the 
use made of those allocations by the National Societies.

The International Conference shall transmit this report 
to the Japanese Imperial Family through the intermediary 
of the Japanese Red Cross Society.



(Revised version)

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE JOINT COMMISSION OF THE 
EMPRESS SHOKEN FOND

Adopted by the Commission at its 8 September 1980 meeting

These rules reflect the practice followed by the Commission 
in its work over more than 15 years. They also develop and 
supplement the Fund Regulations approved by the XVIth Inter
national Red Cross Conference (London, 1938) and revised by 
the XlXth International Conference (New Delhi, 1957).

ROLES OF PROCEDURE OF THE JOINT COMMISSION OF THE 
EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND

Adopted by the Joint Commission at its 8 September 1980 meeting 
and revised at its meeting of 29 March 1985.

Article 1 - These Rules of Procedure reflect the practice
followed by the Joint Commission in its work over more than 
20 years. They also develop and supplement the Fund Regulations 
approved by the XVIth International Red Cross Conference, 
London 1938, and revised by the XIXth International Conference, 
New Delhi, 1957, and the XXVth International Conference, 
Geneva 1986.

Composition of the Commission
As provided for under Article 2 of the Fund Regulations, the 
Commission shall be composed of three members appointed by the 
ICRC and three by the League. Both institutions shall notify 
the Chairman of the Commission of the names of their regular 
representatives. Absent members may be replaced at a Commission 
meeting by substitutes.

Chairman of the Commission
The chairman of the Commission shall be one of the members of 
the Commission appointed by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross.

Secretariat of the Commission
The secretariat of the Commission shall be provided by the 
League of Red Cross Societies at its headguarters in order to 
ensure the continuity and stability of work.

Article 2 - Composition of the Joint Commission
As provided for under Article 2^ of the Fund's Regulations, the 
Joint Commission shall be composed of three members appointed 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
three members appointed by the League of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (League). Both institutions shall inform 
the Chairman of the Joint Commission of the names of their 
regular representatives. Absent members may be replaced at a 
Joint Commission Meeting by substitutes.

Article 3 - The Chairman of the Joint Commission shall be one
of the members of the Joint Commission appointed by the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross. The Secretariat of the Joint 
Commission shall be assumed permanently by the League of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies in order to ensure continuity 
and stability in the work. The League shall appoint one of its 
members to serve as Secretary of the Joint Commission.
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Administration of Commission funds
The League shall also manage Commission funds under the di
rection and supervision of a working group headed by the 
chairman of the Commission and composed of representatives of 
the League and the ICRC, who shall also be members of the 
Commission.

Japanese representation
As a courtesy and to ensure that regular contact is main
tained between the Red Cross and the Japanese Government, the 
Commission shall invite the head of the Permanent Mission 
of Japan to the United Nations in Geneva to attend its annual 
meeting as an observer.

Applications
To be taken into consideration applications shall show full 
details concerning the particular activity to be financed by 
the allocation requested. If the cost of a project exceeds 
the usual amount granted by the Fund, a financial plan shall 
be attached.

Criteria for allocation of funds
When examining requests for allocations the Commission shall 
take the following criteria into account:
a) The number of allocations should be restricted so as to 

increase the amounts thereof, to enable beneficiary So
cieties to implement their projects;

b) As a rule the only applications to be considered are 
those from developing National Societies which would 
otherwise be unable to finance their projects, and pre
ferably from those which have least benefited from the 
Shôken Fund;

c) Applications should not be considered from National Socie
ties which have not acted in accordance with Article 5 ter 
of the Regulations stipulating that beneficiary Societies 
shall send to the Commission a report on the use of the 
allocations received.

Article 4 - Management of the funds
The Secretariat shall manage the funds under the guidance 
and supervision of the Joint Commission. The Chairman of the 
Joint Commission may set up a working group to help with the 
work of the Secretariat.

Article 5 - Japanese representation
To ensure regular contact with the Japanese Red Cross and 
Government, the Joint Commission shall invite to its annual 
meeting, in the capacity of observer, the head of the 
Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations in Geneva 
or his deputy.

Article 6 - Application for allocations
jo be taken into consideration applications shall show full 
and exact details concerning the particular activity to be 
financed by the allocations requested. If the cost of a project 
exceeds the usual amount granted by the Fund, the application 
must include a plan for financing.

Article 7 - Criteria for allocations
When examining requests for allocations, the Joint Commission 
shall take the following criteria into account:
(a) The number of allocations should be restricted so as to 

increase the amounts thereof, to enable beneficiary So
cieties to implement their projects;

(b) As a rule the only applications to be considered are those 
from developing National Societies which would otherwise be 
unable to finance their projects, and preferably from those 
which have least benefited from the Shôken Fund;

(c) As a rule applications should not be considered from National 
Societies which have not acted in accordance with Article 5 
ter of the Fund1s Regulations stipulating that beneficiary So 
cieties shall send to the Joint Commission a report on the 
use of the allocations received.



Financial provisions
a) Allocations shall only be remitted to beneficiaries on 

presentation of invoices or other documents confirming 
the expenses incurred;

b) Considering the facilities available to it the Secre
tariat of the Commission may in certain cases make pur
chases for the Societies to which allocations have been 
granted;

c) Allocations not claimed or used within the year shall
be withdrawn and used to increase subsequent allocations;

d) The accounts of the Fund shall be audited every year by 
an auditor appointed by the League and the ICRC.

Revision of the Rules of Procedure
The Commission may revise or amend these Regulations, by 
consensus, to adapt them to circumstances.

Article 8 - Financial provisions
(a) Allocations shall only be remitted to beneficiaries on 

presentation of invoices or other documents confirming 
the expenses incurred;

(b) Considering the facilities available to it the Secretariat 
of the Joint Commission may in certain cases make purchases 
for the Societies to which allocations have been granted;

(c) Allocations not claimed or used within the year may be 
withdrawn and used to increase subsequent allocations or 
the capital of the Fund.

(d) The same rule shall apply in the case of excess alloca
tions. The difference between the amount allocated and 
actual expenditure shall be added to the amount available 
for future distributions or to the capital of the Fund;

(e) After the distribution of the revenue of the Fund has been 
announced, if for unforeseen reasons the amounts allocated 
are insufficient to carry out the project(s), and if no 
other resource is available to cover the deficit(s), the 
Secretariat may use the balance, if any, of the sums set 
aside to cover the cost of administering the Fund as pro
vided for in Article 9 of the Regulations, or the sums made 
available as provided for in (c) and (d) of this Article;

(f) The accounts of the Fund shall be reviewed every year by 
an auditor appointed by the Joint Commission.

Article 9 - Revision of the Rules of Procedure
The Joint? Commission may by consensus, and within the frame
work of the Fund's Regulations in force, revise or modify the 
present Rules of Procedure in order to adapt them to circum
stances.
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DISTRIBUTIONS 1982 - 1986

From 1982 to 1986 thirty-eight National Societies (9 in Asia, 
13 in Africa, 7 in North Africa and the Middle East and 9 in 
the Americas) and the Henry Dunant Institute have received 
allocations from the Fund. The total amount allocated is
Sw.fr. 1,199,SUU.

National Societies whose reports on utilization of allocations 
have not been received by the Joint Commission by 31 July 1986, 
and which therefore could not be included in this Report, are 
indicated by an asterisk.*

National Societies who have merely acknowledged receipt of the 
equipment purchased or whose reports on utilization are too 
brief to permit evaluation of results are indicated by two 
asterisks.**

61st DISTRIBUTION - 1982 AND REPORTS ON UTILIZATION

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 
of the Fund as at 31 December 1981 and confirmed that the bal
ance available amounted to Sw.fr. 228,169.66.

Requests from thirteen National Societies and the Henry Dunant 
Institute were submitted in view of the 61st distribution of 
income and the Joint Commission decided to make the following 
grants based on the above-mentioned criteria:

3
Chilean Red Cross - Sw.fr. 40,UOU

To purchase a cryoprecipitator and a blood collection vehicle

At the request of the Chilean Red Cross, the total equipment 
foreseen for the programme was purchased by the League. Delivery 
took place early in 1983 and the Society reimbursed the balance 
due to the Shoken Fund.

Thanks to the equipment received, the national programme of 
assistance to haemophilacs was launched in 1983. Since most 
haemophilacs in Chile suffer from a deficiency of Factor VIII, 
the basic objective of the programme is to produce and administer 
sufficient quantities of F. VIII in the form of cryoprecipitates.

Sw.fr
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The Jamaica Red Cross Society* Sw.fr. 16,000

To purchase a small Toyota station wagon

At the request of the National Society a Toyota blood collection 
vehicle was bought in Japan by the League. It arrived at the end 
of October 1984 in Jamaica.

Sw.fr. 20,000

To purchase an ambulance

With the sum allocated, the National Society proceded to pur
chase locally in Lesotho a four-wheel-drive Hilux Pick-up 
vehicle on which the ambulance was built.

The vehicle is being used for the Disaster Preparedness Pro
gramme of the Society, i.e. in the event of traffic accidents, 
snowfall in the mountains, tornados and floods. The ambulance 
is also used in day-to-day emergency calls (hospitals) and 
for the blood-donation campaign.

Pakistan Red Crescent Society - Sw.fr. 20,000

To purchase an ambulance

At the request of the Society, a Toyota ambulance was purchased 
by the League. Delivery took place early in 1983, thus increas
ing the capacity of the central ambulance service of the Pa
kistan Red Crescent Society, serving the twin cities of Islamabad 
and Rawalpindi.

Peruvian Red Cross - Sw.fr. 20,000

To purchase two vehicles

Two small Nissan Datsun trucks were bought locally in Peru in 
June 1983. They are being used in a medical counselling pro
gramme in the newly-built villages around Lima. They proved 
especially useful during the disastrous rain floods that 
occurred in 1983.

Sw.fr
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The Philippine National Red Cross Sw.fr. 4U,OÜU

c

To purchase a multi-purpose vehicle

At the request of the Society, the League ordered a Mitsubishi 
Rosa Light bus, seating capacity 26, in Japan. Dispatch and 
delivery were arranged by the Japanese Red Cross Society.

The bus arrived in Manila in April 1983. It has proved to be 
most useful in conveying groups of workers, staff and volun
teers, as well as PNRC visitors, to work/training sites and 
other destinations. It is also available to chapters in metro
politan Manila and provides a shuttle service during Red Cross 
conferences and meetings.

Syrian Arab Red Crescent** Sw.fr. 4Ü,ÛOU

To purchase equipment for the Relief Section of the 
Syrian Arab Red Crescent

A refrigerator for storing blood and an operating table has 
been bought locally in Damascus. This equipment has been in
stalled in the Red Crescent Hospital for children in Alep.

Henry Dunant Institute (HDI) - Sw.fr. 25,000

For scholarships for candidates attending courses at the HDI

Each year the Henry Dunant Institute, assisted by the League 
and the ICRC, organizes courses of introduction to the inter
national activities of the Red Cross for leading officials of 
National Societies members of the League. When National 
Societies of developing countries apply to take part, they 
often ask for grants. A sum allocated from the Empress Shoken 
Fund to the Henry Dunant Institute may be considered as within 
the spirit of this bequest and fulfilling the conditions set in 
Article 3 of the Fund's regulations. The Joint Commission 
decided therefore, as a temporary measure, to grant allocations 
for the purpose indicated.

In 1982, thanks to grants financed by the Empress ShSken Fund, 
six African National Societies were each able to send a re
presentative to the seventh annual course of introduction to 
the international activities of the Red Cross.
(Benin, Burkina Faso, Madagascar, Senegal, Togo, Mauritius; 
Geneva, 4 to 13 May 1982)

Sw.fr
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62nd DISTRIBUTION - 1983 AND REPORTS ON UTILIZATION

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 
of the Fund as at 31 December 1982 and confirmed that the bal
ance available amounted to Sw.fr. 214,038.25.

Requests from eighteen National Societies and the Henry Dunant 
Institute were submitted in view of the 62nd distribution of in
come and the Joint Commission decided to make the following 
grants based on the above-mentioned criteria:

Ecuadorean Red Cross - Sw.fr. 30,000

To purchase an ambulance

At the request of the National Society, the League purchased a 
Toyota Landcruiser ambulance and arranged for its transport to 
Guayaqui1.

From June 1984 to June 1985 the ambulance responded to 2,911 
calls and from June 1985 to June 1986 to 3,464 calls. This cor
responds to an average of 258 sorties a month.

The Gambia Red Cross Society - Sw.fr. 40,000

To purchase a vehicle transporting relief goods

With the sum allocated the Central Committee of the Gambia Red 
Cross Society bought a delivery van and a small utility car. 
The van is being used to carry relief goods to the provinces, 
while the car is in daily use at headquarters, also serving 
as transport for members of divisional committees.

Malagasy Red Cross Society* - Sw.fr. 30,000

To purchase a Land Rover

At the request of the National Society, a Land Rover 10-seater 
Station Wagon was bought by the League in Great Britain. It 
arrived in Antananarivo in March 1984.

Mauritanian Red Crescent* - Sw.fr. 25,000

To purchase an ambulance

At the request of the National Society, a Peugeot ambulance 
was bought in France and forwarded to Mauritania. It arrived 
in Nouakchott, early in 1984.
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The Thai Red Cross Society - Sw.fr. 30,000

To purchase an ambulance

The ambulance was bought locally by the National Society and 
assigned to Somdetch Hospital at Sri Raja, about 110 km east 
of Bangkok on the coast. It is also used to transport patients 
to Bangkok, and numerous relief operations have been made to 
areas in the province of Chon Buri.

Red Crescent Society of the
Yemen Arab Republic - Sw.fr. 30,000

To purchase an ambulance

Through the League and the Japanese Red Cross Society, a Toyota 
Landcruiser ambulance was bought and shipped to Yemen.

The ambulance is being used for training in first-aid and safety 
(70 to 120 volunteers a year). It also serves for the transport 
of victims of road accidents and for other emergencies.

Henry Dunant Institute** -Sw.fr. 25,000

For scholarships for candidates attending courses at the 
Institute

Five National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies from the 
Middle East and from Asia were able to send officials to the 
eighth annual course of introduction to the international acti
vities of the Red Cross (Bangladesh, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Yemen, Fiji; Geneva, 30 May to 10 June 1983).

63rd DISTRIBUTION - 1984 AND REPORTS ON UTILIZATION

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 
of the Fund as at 31 December 1983 and confirmed that the bal
ance available amounted to Sw.fr. 225,589.07.

Requests from sixteen National Societies and the Henry Dunant 
Institute were submitted in view of the 63rd distribution of 
income and the Joint Commission decided to make the following 
grants based on the above-mentioned criteria:

Red Cross of Benin** -Sw.fr. 8,000

To purchase twelve wheelchairs

With the sum allocated the National Society bought 20 tricycles 
for the Djassin Centre for the Handicapped.

Sw.fr
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Haitian National Red Cross Society* - Sw.fr. 50,000

To purchase blood-transfusion equipment

With the sum attributed, the National Society purchased the 
necessary equipment on the local market.

Nepal Red Cross Society** - Sw.fr.45,000

To purchase an ambulance

At the request of the Society, the League, with the help of the 
Japanese Red Cross Society, bought a Toyota Landcruiser am
bulance, which arrived in Calcutta on 31 October 1984 and in 
Nepal on 3 December 1984.

Rwandese Red Cross - Sw.fr. 50,000

To purchase a vehicle and first-aid kits

Kits for doctors, for nurses and for first-aid field officers 
were purchased and delivered by the League. With the balance of 
the sum the National Society was able to buy a small vehicle, 
contributing one-fourth of the purchase price.

The kits and the vehicle have made it possible for the central 
headquarters of the National Society to provide a daily first- 
aid service in Kigali. The vehicle also enables the social wel
fare officer of the Society to visit the 143 communities of the 
country. The dissemination of Red Cross principles goes hand-in- 
hand with public health training, ensuring that the programme is 
a complete success.

Sierra Leone Red Cross Society - 5w.fr. 30,00U

To purchase a VW-Kombi blood-collection unit

At the request of the National Society, the blood-collection 
unit was bought in the Federal Republic of Germany. It was 
shipped on 23 October 1984 to Freetown.

The VW-Kombi is used by the blood donor recruiting officer and 
also serves to collect blood donors and bring them to the hospi
tal blood laboratory services. It has been possible to expand 
the Blood Collection Centre. The blood-collection unit is there
fore of great importance to this service.

Togolese Red Cross* Sw.fr. 13,000

To purchase six motorcycles

The National Society purchased six Yamaha motorcycles on the 
local market.

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
5w.fr
Sw.fr
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Henry Dunant Institute** -Sw.fr. 25,000

For scholarships for candidates attending courses at the 
Institute

This allocation has permitted the Institute to finance four 
scholarships enabling four National Societies from Latin 
America to send participants to the ninth course of intro
duction to the international activities of the Red Cross 
(Argentina, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Honduras; Geneva, 14 to 
25 May, 1984),

64th DISTRIBUTION - 1985 AND REPORTS ON OTILIZATION

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situa
tion of the Fund as at 31 December 1984 and confirmed that 
the balance available amounted to Sw.fr. 308,616.06.

Requests from twenty-three National Societies and the Henry 
Dunant Institute were submitted in view of the 64th distribu
tion of income and the Joint Commission decided to make the 
following grants based on the above-mentioned criteria:

Red Cross of Benin - Sw.fr. 7,500

To purchase equipment to manufacture prostheses

The National Society was able to buy the material on the 
local market. Thanks to the allocation the Centre d'Appa
reillage orthopédique et de Rééducation fonctionnelle (CAORF) 
of the Red Cross of Benin in Porto-Novo could equip 34 handi
capped children of school age. Tibial and femoral prostheses 
as well as ortheses with shoes were supplied.

Egyptian Red Crescent Society* - Sw.fr. 11,ÜÜ0

To purchase thirty sewing machines

Thirty sewing machines were bought by the National Society.

Honduran Red Cross - Sw.fr. 15,00Ü

To purchase twelve wheel-chairs and two folding beds

The equipment was purchased by the League and only delivered 
in July 1986. A report on utilization can be expected at the 
earliest in a few months.

i

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
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Malawi Red Cross - Sw.fr. 26,GUO

The National Society bought in Malawi a Mazda mini-bus which 
was converted by a local workshop into an ambulance.

The ambulance fulfils an important function in the Road Safety 
and First-aid Programme of the National Society.

Malaysian Red Crescent Society - Sw.fr. 6 0,0 0 (J

To purchase a mobile information and control unit.

The vehicle was destroyed by fire in a Kuala Lumpur warehouse 
before the National Society could take delivery. It will be 
replaced by the Daimler-Benz Agent in Malaysia.

Mauritius Red Cross** - Sw. fr. 32,U00

To purchase an ambulance

A Mazda Class 6-seater van was purchased locally by the National 
Society and converted into an ambulance.

Moroccan Red Crescent - Sw.fr. 26,000

At the request of the National Society a VW-Kombi ambulance was 
purchased by the League in the Federal Republic of Germany. It 
arrived in Casa Blanca in February 1986. Due to the late de
livery a report on utilization cannot be expected immediately.

Red Cross Society of Niger - Sw.fr. 26,000

To purchase wheel-chairs

The sum allocated enabled the National Society to purchase
75 wheel-chairs from a local manufacturer. The distribution of 
the vehicles was made jointly with the National Association of 
Handicapped Persons. The beneficiaries' lives have greatly im
proved as a result of this gift, many of them being no longer 
dependent on constant assistance from others and thus able to 
pursue their professional activities.

Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society - Sw.fr. 3 0,0 U 0

To purchase a minibus for handicapped children

Two minibuses were bought by the National Society and assigned 
to Port Moresby Special Education Centre for Handicapped 
Children, operated by the Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society. 
They provide transport services to and from the Centre for 
handicapped children and their families enrolled in the 
Centre's training and therapy programmes.

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
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Paraguayan Red Cross** -Sw.fr.60,000

To purchase an echograph

At the request of the National Society, the echograph was pur
chased by the League and shipped by Paraguayan Air Lines.

It arrived in Paraguay in October 1985 and was installed in 
the Red Cross Maternal and Child Care Hospital in Asuncion, 
where it is used as an accessory method for the clinical exam
ination of pregnant women.

65th DISTRIBUTION - 1986

The Commission noted the statement of accounts and the situation 
of the Fund as at 31 December 1985 and confirmed that the bal
ance available amounted to Sw.fr. 256,531.36.

Requests from twenty-three National Societies were submitted 
in view of the 65th distribution of income and the Joint 
Commission decided to make the following grants based on the 
above-mentioned criteria:

Chilean Red Cross
To purchase a 7-ton truck

Indian Red Cross Society
To purchase a vehicle 
for training purpose

Indonesian Red Cross
To purchase 2 ambulances

Fiji Red Cross Society
To purchase 8 wheelchairs

Liberian Red Cross Society
To purchase equipment for 
blood transfusion

Peruvian Red Cross
To purchase equipment for 
blood transfusion

Tunisian Red Crescent Society 
To purchase equipment for 
blood transfusion

Sw.fr. 

S w. f r .

Sw.fr.

Sw.fr.

Sw.fr.

Sw.fr.

Sw.fr.

35,000

25,000

30,000

4,000

50,000

30,000

20,000

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
Sw.fr
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Uganda Red Cross Society 
To purchase a vehicle 
(5 seater)

Sw.fr. 25,000

Yemen Red Crescent Society (Arab Rep.) - Sw.fr. 35,000
To purchase equipment for
relief supplies

Reports on the utilization of allocations

During the period under review, the Joint Commission again 
reminded National Societies which received allocations to 
submit reports on the utilization of the grants obtained.

Under the Fund's Regulations beneficiary Societies must submit 
to the Joint Commission in due time, and not later than 12 months 
after receipt of the allocation, a report on the results ob
tained by the use of the equipment purchased with the allocated 
sums. By accepting a grant each National Society also accepts 
this responsibility. The Joint Commission recommends that these 
descriptive reports be accompanied by photographs showing the 
activities of the project for which the allocation was used.

The texts submitted are intended for publication in whole or 
in part in the Report to the International Conference. Proper
ly substantiated reports provide the only means of gauging 
the importance of the grants distributed annually by the 
Empress Shôken Fund. They enable the Conference participants 
from all over the world to compare the use that each National 
Society in receipt of a grant made of it and the results ob
tained.

The International Conference will transmit the Report of the 
Joint Commission to the Japanese Imperial Family through the 
intermediary of the Japanese Red Cross Society.

Sw.fr
Sw.fr
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Allocations

Chile 
Jamaica 
Lesotho 
Pakistan
Peru 
Philippines
Syria
Henry Dunant
Institute

ALLOCATIONS OF THE INCOME FROM THE EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND 
1982 - 1986

(in Swiss francs)

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 Total

Ecuador
Gambia
Madagascar
Mauritania
Thailand
Yemen (Arab Rep.) 
Henry Dunant 
Institute

Benin
Haiti
Nepal
Rwanda
Sierra Leone
Togo
Henry Dunant
Institute

Benin
Egypt
Honduras
Malawi
Malaysia
Mauritius
Morocco
Niger
Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Chile
Fiji
India
Indonesia
Liberia
Peru
Tunisia
Uganda
Yemen (Arab Rep.)

40,000.-
16,000.-
20,000.-
20,000.-
20,000.-
40,000.-
40,000.-

25,000.-

30,000.-
40,000.-
30,000.-
25,000.-
30,000.-
30,000.-

25,000.-

8,000.-
50,000.-
45,000.-
50,000.-
30,000.-
13,000.-

25,000.-

7,500.-
11,000.-
15,000.- 
26,000.- 
60,000.- 
32,000.- 
26,000.- 
26,000.- 
30,000.- 
60,000.-

35,000.-
4,000.- 

25,000.- 
30,000.- 
50,000.- 
30,000.- 
20,000.- 
25,000.- 
35,000.-

221,000.-

210,000.-

221,000.-

293,500.-

254,000.-

1,199,500.-
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STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1985

Income

Swiss francs

Interest income from securities
Interest on bank deposits

207,510.25
41,371.48

2487881773

Expenses

3.0% of total income above transferred 
to the provision for administrative 
expenses (Article 7 of the statutes of 
the Fund) 7,466.43

Results

Excess of income over expenditure for 1985 241,415-30

Statement of appropriation

Balance carried forward from previous year 308,616.06

Less :
Sixty-fourth distribution of income for the 
year 1984 to 10 National Societies and the
Henry Dunant Institute 293,500.--

Unused balance 15,116.06

Excess of income over expenditure for 
the year 1985 241,415.30

Balance available as 
at 31 December 1985 256,531.36

The accounts of the Empress Shôken Fund have been audited by 
la Société Fiduciaire OFOR SA. The financial report is 
obtainable from the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies. *

Original in French



23.

EMPRESS SHEEN FUND

Balance Sheet as at 31 December 1985

ASSETS
Sw. fr.

Securities in Portfolio

Bends in Swiss Francs
(Martetval.: Sw. fr. 2,696,000) 2,671,127.15

Bends in Foreign Currency
(Martetval.: Sw. fr. 1,563,000) 1,499,900.30

LIABILITIES AND 0W4 FUNE6

4,171,027.45

Capital at I.I.I985 
Ccntributicn from 
Government of Japan 
Contribution from the 
Japanese Red Cross 
Ccntributicn fran 
Japanese Visitors

Fixed deposits

Banque Remande, Geneva
($ 153,913)

250,455.08
316,036.09

566,491.17

Account receivable 
withholding tax recoverable

Cash at bank
Messrs. Hentsch & Cie, Geneva 
Credit Suisse, Geneva

17.105.C7

59,443.87
7,343.15

66,787.02

TOTAL

Finds available at
31.12.85

Reserve against 
fluctuations

Reserve for adninistrative 
expenses:

Balance brought forward 
fran previous year

Transfer fran the income 
statement as per
Regulations

Sw. fr.

3,328,777.18

203,658.00

164,401.58

1,127.20

3,697,963-96

256,531.36

598,335.90

22,213.42

7,466.43

29,679.85

4,821,410.71

Less:
Adninistrative expenses 
for the year 1985

Accounts payable 
League of Red Cross & 
Red Crescent Societies 
(Current Account) 
Allocations to be 
withdrawn

TOTAL

___8,397-25
21,282.60

123,607.18

123,689,71

^¿821^410^71
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SECURITIES
Summary analysis as at 31-12.1985

Evaluation at market value

(a) Investment by currency

Swiss francs Sw. fr. 2,696,825 63,30%
Japanese yen Sw. f r. 624,648 14,67%
Dutch guilders Sw. fr. 496,140 11,64%
German marks Sw. fr. 442,512 10,39%

Sw. fr. 4,260,125 100,00%

{b) Investment by country

J apan Sw. fr . 2,437,844 57,23%
Netherlands Sw. fr. 496,140 11,64%
Germany (Fed. Rep. ) Sw. fr. 442,512 10,39%
International (World Bank) Sw. f r. 360,600 8,46%
Switzerland Sw. fr. 188,500 4,43%
New Zealand Sw. f r. 148,379 3,48%
France Sw. fr. 133,900 3,14%
Great Britain Sw. fr. 52,250 1,23%

Sw. fr. 4,260,125 100,00%


