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Role o£ the National Societies
in the ratification of the Protocols by the States

1. The present position

The two Protocols additional to the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949, adopted on 8 June 
1977 in Geneva by the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Reaffirmation and Development of International 
Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts, have 
been accepted (by ratification or accession) by 
about fifty States (for the complete list, see 
Annex I).

It will be recalled that
international
international
enhancing the

Protocol I updates 
law applicable in 

armed conflicts, in particular 
protection of the civilian population

humanitarian

against the effects of war. Protocol II improves the 
protection for victims of non-international 
(internal) armed conflicts. The two texts represent 
considerable progress towards making war less cruel 
and protecting those not involved or no longer 
taking part.
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As soon as the Diplomatic Conference was over, the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent movement showed its 
resolve to act energetically to encourage the States 
to ratify or accede to the Protocols. For example, 
the Twenty-third International Conference of the Red 
Cross (Bucarest, 1977) adopted Resolution III 
entitled "The Geneva Conventions and the Additional 
Protocols", which notes the success of the 
Diplomatic Conference and expresses the hope that 
the Protocols will receive the same universal 
acceptance as the Geneva Conventions (Annex 2).

The Council of Delegates of 1979, in Resolution 2, 
asked the National Societies to do their utmost to 
speed up the requisite procedures in their various 
countries for ratification of the Protocols (or 
accession to them) as soon as possible (Annex 3).

Resolution VII of the Twenty-fourth International 
Red Cross Conference (Manila, 1981) invited all 
States to ratify the Protocols and urged 
co-operation between the ICRC and the National 
Societies in their efforts to promote knowledge and 
universal acceptance of the two Protocols (Annex 4)

In response to this 
National Societies, 
capabilities and its

appeal, the ICRC and 
each acting within 
competence, have been

many 
its 
making

every effort to promote the 1977 Protocols.
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2. The role of the National Societies

The National Societies have the particular advantage 
of knowing their countries' institutions and, even 
more important, the persons in charge of them. In 
common with all other political decisions, the 
ratification of the Protocols requires 
decision-making at several levels, depending on the 
constitutional structure of the country: these 
levels range from government officials who prepare 
the recommendations of the different ministries to 
heads of state, via members of parliament and of 
government. Because of their knowledge of the 
political machinery and personalities concerned, the 
leaders of National Societies are able to bring 
their influence to bear on the procedure, less 
perhaps to affect the nature of the decision itself 
than to make sure that the procedure is carried 
through.

Using their knowledge of the political scene, 
customs and lifestyle of their own countries, the 
National Societies are able to make an extremely 
valuable contribution to the success of the ICRC's 
missions to promote the Protocols. Collaboration of 
this kind is vital: the ICRC delegate who arrives 
from Geneva is well acquainted with the Protocols 
and the situation concerning them in the different 
parts of the world, but needs advice and support in 
order to select the right approach to the government
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officials with whom the Protocols will be discussed. 
The ICRC would like to emphasize the value of the 
reception given to its delegates on mission.

Whether or not there is an ICRC delegation visiting 
or based in the country, the National Society would 
be well advised to keep the ICRC informed of 
progress towards ratification of the Protocols and, 
in particular, of the Society's approaches to the 
authorities. Information of this kind will help the 
ICRC to decide on the correct line of action for the 
country in question. In turn, the ICRC carries out 
its activities in any country in close association 
with the National Society whenever the latter 
considers this possible and desirable, that is, in 
the great majority of cases.



ANNEX 1

30.

CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF STATES PARTIES
TO THE 1977 PROTOCOLS

PROTOCOL I Date 1 / R/A 2 / PROTOCOL H_ — ——.

1. GHANA ................................... (23.02.1978 - R) ..................... .... 1. GHANA
2. LIBYA ...................................... (07.06.1973 - A) ..................... .... 2. LIBYA
3. EL SALVADOR ..................... (23.11.1978 - R) ..................... .... 3. EL SALVADOR
4. ECUADOR ............................... (10.04.1979 - R) ..................... .... 4. ECUADOR
5. JORDAN ................................. . (01.05.1979 • R) ..................... JORDAN
5. BOTSWANA ........................... . (23.05.1979 - A) ..................... .... 5. BOTSWANA
7. CYPRUS ................................. . (01.06.1979 - R)
3. NIGER ...................................... . (08.06.1979 - R) ..................... .... 7. NIGER
9. YUGOSLAVIA ......................... . (11.06.1979 - R) ..................... .... 8. YUGOSLAVIA

10. TUNISIA ................................. (09.08.1979 - R) ..................... ... 9. TUNISIA

11. SWEDEN ................................... . 3/.. (31.08.1979 - R) ..................... ... 10. SWEDEN

12. MAURITANIA ......................... (14.03.1980 - A) ..................... ... 11. MAURITANIA

13. GABON ................................... . (08.04.1980 - A) ..................... ... 12. GABON

14. BAHAMAS ............................... (10.04.1980 - A) ..................... ... 13. BAHAMAS

15. FINLAND ................................. . 3/.. (07.08.1980 - R) ..................... ... 14. FINLAND

16. BANGLADESH ....................... (08.09.1980 - A) ..................... ... 15. BANGLADESH
17. LAOS ........................................ (16.11.1980 - R) ..................... ... 16. LAOS
18. VIETNAM ............................... (19.10.1981 - R)
19. NORWAY ................................. .. 3/.. (14.12.1981 - R) ..................... ... 17. NORWAY

20. KOREA (Rep.) ..................... (15.01.1982 - R) ..................... ... 18. KOREA (Rep.)

21. SWITZERLAND ..................... . 3/.. . (17.02.1982 - R) ..................... ... 19. SWITZERLAND

22. MAURITIUS ........................... . (22.03.1982 - A) ..................... ... 20. MAURITIUS
23. ZAIRE ...................................... . (03.06.1982 - A)
24. DENMARK ............................... . 3/.. (17.06.1982 - R) ..................... ... 21. OENMARK

25. AUSTRIA ............................... . 3/.. . (13.08.1982 - R) ..................... ... 22. AUSTRIA

26. SAINT LUCIA ....................... (07.10.1982 - A) ..................... .... 23. SAINT LUCIA

27. CU8A ........................................ (25.11.1982 - A)
28. TANZANIA ............................. (15.02.1983 - A) ..................... .... 24. TANZANIA
29. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES (09.03.1983 - A) ..................... .... 25. UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

MEXICO
31.
32

MOZAMBIQUE ........................................
SAINT VINCENT & GRENADINES .

33. CHINA
34. NAMIBIA
35 CONGO
36 SYRIA
37. BOLIVIA
38 COSTA RICA

39 CAMEROON
40. OMAN
41. TOGO
42. BELIZE
43. GUINEA
44. CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC ..
45. SAMOA
46 ANGOLA
47. SEYCHELLES
48.
49.

RWANDA 
KUWEIT

50. VANUATU
51 SENEGAL

(10.03.1983 
(14.03.1983 
(08.04.1983 
(14.09.1983 
(18.10.1983 
(10.11.1983 
(14.11.1983 
(08.12.1983 
(15.12.1983 
(24.02.1984 
(16.03.1984 
(20.03.1984 
(21.06.1984 
(29.06.1984 
(11.07.1984 
(17.07.1984 
(23.08.1984 
(20.09.1984 
(08.11.1984 
(19.11.1984 
(17.01.1985 
(28.02.1985 
(07.05.1985

A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
R) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A) 
A)
A) 
A)
A).

R)

1 / Oate of depositing of instrument of ratiflcation/accession.

2 / R, Ratification A Accession.

3 / Declaration provided for under article 90 of Protocol I.

26
27.
28
29

30

31
32
33
34
35
36.
37.
38

39

40.
41.
42.

43.
44.

SAINT VINCENT i GRENADINES
CHINA
NAMIBIA
CONGO

BOLIVIA
COSTA RICA
FRANCE
CAMEROON
OMAN
TOGO
BELIZE
GUINEA
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
SAMOA

SEYCHELLES
RWANDA
KUWEIT
VANUATU
SENEGAL



ANNEX 2

Resolution III
Twenty-third International Conference of the Red Cross 

(Bucarest,1977)

The Geneva Conventions and the Protocols

The XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross,
noting that the Diplomatic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of International Hu

manitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts concluded its work on 10 June 1977 at Geneva, with the 
signature of the Final Act, to which are annexed the two Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949, one relating to the protection of victims of international armed conflicts and the 
other to the protection of victims of non-intemational armed conflicts, -

mindful of the interest which the International Conference of the Red Cross has always devoted 
to the reaffirmation and development of international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflict,
1. notes that the objective of Resolution No. XIII of the XXIst International Conference of the Red 
Cross “Reaffirmation and Development of the Laws and Customs applicable in Armed Conflicts” and 
Resolution No. XIII of the XXIInd International Conference of the Red Cross “Reaffirmation and De
velopment of the International Humanitarian Law applicable in Armed Conflicts” has been achieved,
2. expresses satisfaction at the substantial development thus accomplished in international humanita
rian law, and especially at the provisions intended to relieve the suffering caused by armed conflicts 
and to protect the civilian population against their evils,
3. congratulates the Swiss Government which convoked and organized the Diplomatic Conference, the 
governments which co-operated in drawing up these Protocols, the numerous experts, the National So
cieties and the ICRC which inspired and prepared the work,
4. expresses the wish that the Protocols be signed and ratified, or acceded to, as soon as possible, so 
that they become as universally accepted as the Geneva Conventions,
5. expresses satisfaction at the important role assigned by the Protocols to the Red Cross and, in 
particular, to the National Societies, and invites the ICRC, the League and the National Societies to 
take steps to carry out this role to the full,
6. requests all States which have not yet done so to accede to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and 
to become parties to the Protocols,
7. expresses its deepest concern regarding the non-applicatiom in certain cases, of the Geneva Conven
tions of 1949, and urges all the High Contracting Parties to ensure respect for those Conventions in 
all circumstances,
8. asks the ICRC to report to the XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross on signatures, 
ratifications and accessions to the Protocols.



ANNEX 3

Resolution 2

Council of Delegates 1979

RATIFICATIONS AND ACCESSIONS TO THE PROTOCOLS 
ADDITIONAL TO T3E GENEVA CONVENTIONS

The Council of Delegates,
recailing the resolution on "The Geneva Conventions 
and the Protocols", adoptet by the Twenty-third 
International Conference of the Red Cross and which 
"expresses the wish that the Protocols be signed and 
ratified, or acceded to, as soon as possible, so that 
they become as universally accepted as the ‘Geneva 
Conventions",

noting that the additional Protocols, which were signed 
by some sixty States, have thus far received some ten 
ratifications or accessions,.

convinced that the international community by adopting 
on 8 June 1977 the two additional Protocols gave 
expression -to its earnest desire to relieve the suffering 
caused by armed conflicts and to protect the civilian 
population against their evils whenever such situations 
still occur,

having heard, the report of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross on its activities with a view to 
promoting the ratification of, or accession to, the 
Protocols,

aware that ratification of, or accession to, the 
Protocols requires careful consideration by the 
responsible authorities,

1.. reaffirms the goal that the two additional Protocols 
become as universally accepted as the Geneva Conventions,

2. commends the International Committee of the Red Cross 
for its endeavours towards the realization of this goal, 
and invites it to continue its efforts in this respect, and

3. urges the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun) Societies in States which have not yet 
ratified or acceded to the Protocols, where necessary 
in co-operation with the International Committee and 
the League, to do their utmost to speed up the' requisite 
procedures in their respective countries with a view to 
seeing the ratification of, or accession to, the 
Protocols achieved as soon as possible.



ANNEX 4

Resolution VII
Twenty-fourth International Conference of the Red Cross 

(Manila, 1981)

The Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,
recalling Resolution III adopted by the XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross and Resolution 2 

adopted by the Council of Delegates in 1979,

having examined the ICRC Report on signatures, ratifications and accessions to the Protocols Additional to 
the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,

confirming the interest which the International Conference has always had in the reaffirmation and develop
ment of international humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts,
1. notes the fact that 18 States are parties to Protocol I and 16 to Protocol II,
2. reaffirms its will to do everything in its power so that the two Additional Protocols should be as universally ac
cepted as the Geneva Conventions,
3. invites the States which have not yet done so to ratify or accede to the two Additional Protocols,
4. invites the ICRC, within its statutory mandate and in co-operation with the National Societies, to pursue its ef
forts to promote knowledge and universal acceptance of the two Additional Protocols.


