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During its sixteenth meeting in Geneva on 15 April 1985 the 
Commission on the Red Cross and Peace adopted a draft resolution 
to submit to the Council of Delegates in 1985 putting forward 
proposals on the Commission's future after the Council of 
Delegates this autumn.

This draft resolution is the follow-up to:

- Decision No. 1, third substantive paragraph, of the 1981 
Council of Delegates, asking the Commission on the Red Cross 
and Peace " to study all questions relating to its existence, 
terms of reference, composition, duration and proceedings, and 
to submit to the Council of Delegates in 1983 proposals 
relative to these points after consensus within the 
Commission

- Decision No. 1, second paragraph, of the 1983 Council of 
Delegates, concerning the Commission's future;
" The Commission on the Red Cross and Peace shall continue with 
unchanged composition until the Council of Delegates in 1985, 
on which date it shall submit by consensus all proposals 
concerning its future, its terms of reference and its 
composition, taking into account the results of the Second 
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace and

- Resolution No. 4 on the Red Cross and Human Rights, second 
substantive paragraph, of the 1983 Council of Delegates, 
requesting the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace " to 
examine the possibility of changing its name into " Commission 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent on Peace and Human Rights ", 
making suggestions as to its possible future, its mandate, 
composition, rules of procedure and duration, for presentation 
and acceptance by consensus by the 1985 Council of Delegates

Members of the Council of Delegates will find below the draft 
resolution submitted to them by the Commission on the Red Cross 
and Peace, as well as the full text on the above-mentioned 
decisions and resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUBMITTED BY THE COMMISSION ON THE RED CROSS AND PEACE

TO THE 1985 COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

(XVIth meeting of the Commission on the Red Cross and peace, 
Geneva, 15 April 1985)

The Council of Delegates,

Recalling the first World Red Cross Conference on Peace 
(Belgrade, 1975) and the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as 
a Factor of Peace which resulted from it,

Noting with satisfaction the success of the Second World Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace, (Aaland-Stockholm, 
1984), and stressing the importance of the fundamental guidelines 
which the Movement adopted by consensus at that Conference,

Mindful of the second operative part of Decision 1 of the 1983 
Council of Delegates relative to the future of the Commission on 
the Red Cross and Peace, which stipulates that:

” The Commission on the Red Cross and Peace shall continue 
with unchanged composition until the Council of Delegates 
in 1985, on which date it shall submit by consensus all 
proposals concerning its future, its terms of reference and 
its composition, taking into account the results of the 
Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on 
Peace ",

Recalling Resolutions 1, 2 and 4 of the 1983 Council of 
Delegates,

1. Renews the mandate of the Commission on the Red Cross and 
Peace for a period of four years, as supplemented below,
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2. Changes the name of the Commission to ” Commission on the Red 
Cross, Red Crescent and Peace ",

3. Will elect, during its 1986 meeting, the Commission in its new 
composition on the basis of proposals from the present 
Commission. The Commission, which will continue to make 
decisions by consensus, shall be composed of twelve National 
Societies, chosen on a fair geographic basis and including six 
National Societies members of the present Commission and of 
the ICRC, the League and the Henry Dunant Institute. The 
Commission will continue to be chaired by the ICRC,

4. Requests the Commission to continue to study the 
implementation of the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as 
a Factor of Peace and of the final document of the Second 
World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace, and to 
propose to the National Societies and the competent bodies of 
the ICRC and the League, and to the Henry Dunant Institute the 
measures necessary to achieve the objectives and carry out the 
tasks arising from these texts,

5. Invites the Commission to undertake a joint study of the third 
and fourth preambular paragraphs of the 1983 Council of 
Delegates Resolution 4 on the Red Cross and Human Rights,

6. Requests the Commission to submit an interim report to the 
1987 Council of Delegates, and a final report to the 1989 
Council of Delegates, with proposals relative to its possible 
future, its mandate, its rules of procedure and its duration, 
for acceptance by consensus by the 1989 Council of Delegates.



Annex no. 1

RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

AND OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

Twenty-fourth International Conference of the Red Cross 
Manila 1981

Decisions of the Council of Delegates

i

Commission on the Red Cross and Peace

The Council of Delegates,

having adopted the Report of the Commission on the Red Cross 
and Peace,

bearing in mind that the Commission’s terms of reference, assigned 
to it by the Council of Delegates in 1977 and confirmed by the Council 
of Delegates in 1979, was to “follow the implementation of the Pro
gramme of Action of the Red Cross as a factor of Peace, by studying 
the activities of the Red Cross in terms of their contribution to Peace 
and by proposing to the appropriate bodies of the League, of the National 
Societies and to the ICRC measures for the realisation of the objectives 
and tasks deriving from that Programme”,

mindful of the fact that these terms of reference have not been fully 
discharged,

1. asks the Commission to continue its work with its present terms of 
reference and with unchanged composition, and to report to the Council 
of Delegates in 1983,

2. decides that the Council of Delegates in 1983 will devote a full day 
to consideration of the item “the Youth Red Cross contribution to 
Peace”, and entrusts the preparation for that day to the Commission 
on the Red Cross and Peace, stressing that such preparation must 
attribute importance to concrete projects,

3. asks the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace to study all 
questions relating to its existence, terms of reference, composition, 
duration and proceedings, and to submit to the Council of Delegates 
in 1983, proposals relative to these points after consensus within the 
Commission.



Annex no. 2

RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

October 1983

DECISION 1

Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace 
Future of the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace

The Council of Delegates decides:

I. Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace

1. Meeting as an extraordinary session of the Council of Delegates 
“The Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on 
Peace”, will take place in 1984 at the invitation of the National Red 
Cross Societies of Finland and Sweden.

2. Such a Conference will take the Programme of Action of the Red 
Cross as a Factor of Peace as a basis for development of further 
Red Cross action in favour of peace. Basing itself on the experience 
of the Red Cross movement in implementing the Programme of 
Action, it will endeavour to establish fundamental guidelines for the 
contribution of the Red Cross to a true peace.

3. These guidelines as well as all the Conference will be prepared bearing 
in mind
— that for a constructive action on its part, within its sphere of 
competence, the Red Cross does not view peace simply as the absence 
of war. It intends to take part in the efforts made to preserve and 
organize a true peace, that is a dynamic process of co-operation among 
all States and peoples; co-operation founded on freedom, indepen
dence, national sovereignty, equality, respect of human rights, as 
well as a fair and equitable distribution of resources to meet the needs 
of peoples,
— the necessity to preserve the unity of the movement and to respect 
all of its principles, in particular that of neutrality.

4. In view of its object, the Conference shall adopt its decisions by con
sensus. The organization and the work of the Conference shall be 
governed by the enclosed rules of procedure.

II. Future of the Commission

The Commission on the Red Cross and Peace shall continue with 
unchanged composition until the Council of Delegates in 1985, on which 
date it shall submit by consensus all proposals concerning its future, its 
terms of reference and its composition, taking into account the results 
of the Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace.



Annex no. 3

RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

October 1983

RESOLUTION 4

Red Cross and Human Rights

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note with appreciation of the Working Document on “The 
Red Cross and Human Rights” prepared by the ICRC in collaboration 
with the Secretariat of the League,
noting that this is the first global study made by the Red Cross on this 
important subject, and that it gives extremely useful information on 
numerous activities of the Red Cross in the field of human rights, includ
ing development,
declaring that the Red Cross movement shares the ideal that all human 
rights (as embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
two UN Covenants respectively on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and on Civil and Political Rights, and other international legal 
instruments), should be respected, but that the Red Cross has to further 
define its own specific possibilities, priorities and limits in contributing 
to the respect of such rights,
stressing the close interrelation between contributing to a lasting peace 
and respect for human rights, including development, and therefore the 
correlation in the contribution of the Red Cross in these two fields, and 
the necessity to study further the precise nature of this relationship 
within the movement,
noting with satisfaction the decision of the ICRC and the League jointly 
to study further all matters related to the Red Cross and human rights, 
in consultation with experts and with National Societies, and taking 
into account observations made at the 1983 Council of Delegates, 

encourages all National Societies and the Henry Dunant Institute to 
promote research and documentation putting into evidence the actions 
of the Red Cross for promoting human rights and exploring further such 
actions, and inform the ICRC and the League of their results, 
requests the “Commission on the Red Cross and Peace” to examine the 
possibility of changing its name into “Commission of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent on Peace and Human Rights”, making suggestions as 
to its possible future, its mandate, composition, rules of procedure and 
duration, for presentation and acceptance by consensus by the 1985 
Council of Delegates.


