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Provisional Agenda
1. Opening address by the Chairman of the Standing Commission 

of the International Red Cross

2. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries of 
the Council of Delegates

3. Adoption of the Agenda
(document CD/5/1)

4. Commission on Red Cross and Peace
(document CD/4/1)

4.1 Activities of the Commission since the last session
of the Council of Delegates (1981)

4.1.1 Implementation of the Youth section of the 
Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a 
factor of peace

4.1.2 Red Cross and Disarmament

4.2 Second World Red Cross Conference on Peace

4.3 Future of the Commission
5. Dissemination of knowledge of International humanitarian 

law and of the Red Cross principles and ideals (follow up 
to Resolution X, XXIVth International Conference)

(document CD/5/1)

6. Revision of the regulations on the use of the emblem 
(follow-up to Resolution XII, XXIVth International Conference)

(document CD/6/1)

7. Red Cross and Human Rights
(document CD/7/1)

8. Red Cross action in aid of refugees
(document CD/8/1)

9. Presentation of the Henry Dunant Medal

10. Financing of the ICRC by National Societies (follow-up to 
Resolution XVIII, XXIVth International Conference)
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11. Information on the activities of the HenryDunant Institute
(document CD/Il/I)

12. Red Cross and Telecommunications
(document CD/12/1)

13. Miscellaneous
14. Date and place of the next Council of Delegates.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES TO THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

A. Introduction

The Council of Delegates is an assembly of.representatives 
of recognized Red Cross Societies, of the ICRC and of the 
League. It is distinguished from the League General Assembly 
in that the ICRC is a member and it differs from the 
International Red Cross Conference in that States are not 
members. The Council of Delegates is, as it were, a meeting 
of the International Red Cross family.

The Statutes of the International Red Cross require the 
council of Delegates to meet only on the occasion of the 
International Conference. When the League General Assembly 
meets in the interval between two International Conferences, 
the Statutes specify that "The Council of Delegates shall 
meet at the same time and in the same place if one third of 
the duly recognized National Societies or the International 
Committee or the League or the Standing Commission so request".

At its meeting on 14 October 1982, the Standing Commission, 
in accordance with its statutory powers, drew up a provisional 
agenda for a Council of Delegates meeting to be held in Geneva 
in October 1983, at the same time as the League General Assembly. 
The Chairman of the Standing Commission addressed this draft 
agenda, dated 20 November 1982, to all National Societies, 
inviting them to send any comments and suggestions to the 
Secretariat of the Standing Commission not later than 
31 January 1983. A new provisional agenda was then drawn up 
and approved by the Standing Commission at its meeting on 
21 April 1983.
This provisional agenda, reproduced at the beginning of this 
document, was attached to the convocation of the Council of 
Delegates sent by the Chairman of the Standing Commission to 
all National Societies, to the International Committee and 
to the League.
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B. Explanatory notes to the provisional agenda

1. Opening address by the Chairman of the International
Red Cross Standing Commission

"When the Council of Delegates meets in the interval 
between two Conferences, the Chairman of the Standing 
Commission shall take the Chair at the opening meeting". 
(Rules of Procedure of the International Conference,
Article 21).
Dr. Abu-Goura, President of the Jordanian Red Crescent, 
who was elected Chairman of the Standing Commission at 
the end of the Twenty-fourth International Red Cross 
Conference, will therefore take the Chair at the opening 
of the Council meeting.

2. Election of Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretaries of 
the Council of Delegates

The Council elects its Chairman, its Vice-Chairman and 
its Secretaries. At the Standing Commission meeting on 
21 April 1983, it was decided that, in accordance with 
tradition, Dr. Abu-Goura will propose the President of 
the ICRC, Mr. Alexandre Hay, as Chairman of the Council.

3. Adoption of agenda

"The provisional agenda shall be drawn up in advance by 
the Standing Commission”.
(Rules of Procedure of the International Conference, 
Article 21) .

The Chairman will propose that the presentation of the 
Henry Dunant Medal (item 9 on the provisional agenda) 
should take place at the beginning of the afternoon 
session on 13 October, regardless of the position reached 
in the work of the Council at that time.

4. Commission on the Red Cross and Peace

A single document (CD/4/1) covers all the questions raised 
under various subdivisions in this item of the agenda 
(see page 2).
In view of the number and complexity of the questions to 
be considered, and the importance of reaching a general 
consensus on all questions relating to "the Red Cross and 
peace", it seems reasonable to tackle this item of the 
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agenda as soon as possible and have the maximum time 
available to find a solution to the problems before 
the work of the Council comes to a close.
The consultation of National Societies has shown that 
a new element, namely the consensus subsequently reached 
by the Commission on the Red Cross and Peace on the 
holding of a Second World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Conference on Peace, has made it possible to renounce 
the day that was to have been devoted to consideration 
of the youth contribution to peace, in accordance with 
the decision taken by the Council of Delegates in 1981. 
The National Societies appeared to be largely in agreement 
on this matter. Nevertheless, in order to take several 
comments into account, the implementation of the youth 
section of the "Programme of Action of the Red Cross as 
a factor of Peace" and "The Red Cross and Disarmament" 
have been included in the agenda of this Council of 
Delegates. On this latter point, the Commission on the 
Red Cross and Peace also submits, in the same document, 
the report of its working group on disarmament.

The Commission on the Red Cross and Peace proposes, by 
a draft decision, that a Second Wcrld Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Conference on Peace, be held in the form of an 
extraordinary meeting of the Council of Delegates. The 
Council of Delegates has to take several important 
decisions in this connection. In particular, it must 
reach a conclusion on the draft decision, which is also 
concerned with the future of the Commission. Should such 
a Conference be approved in principle, it will have to 
examine and adopt the programme, agenda and rules of 
procedure. If it follows the proposals of the draft 
decision, the Council of Delegates will also have to 
elect the Chairmen of the two Commissions between which 
it is planned to divide the work of the Conference, and 
the Chairman of the Drafting Committee (Article 11 of 
the draft Rules of Procedure). Before adopting the latter, 
the Council must decide whether or not it wishes certain 
observers to be admitted to this extraordinary meeting 
of the Council of Delegates. The Commission on the Red 
Cross and Peace has in fact decided against presenting 
a single proposal on this point (Article 9 of the draft 
Rules of Procedure) .
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5. Dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law and of the Red Cross principles and ideals (follow-up 
to Resolution X of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference)

X

Dissemination of knowledge of international 
humanitarian law and of the Red Cross principles 
and ideals

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red 
Cross,

having with satisfaction taken cognizance of the 
work accomplished by the ICRC, the League, the 
National Societies and the Henry Dunant Institute 
for the implementation of Resolution VII of the 
XXIIIrd International Conference of the Red Cross, 
including the drawing up of a Programme of Action 
of the Red Cross with respect to dissemination of 
knowledge of international humanitarian law and of 
the principles and ideals of the Red Cross,

mindful that, pursuant to Articles 47, 48, 127 and 
144 of, respectively, the First, Second, Third and 
Fourth 1949 Geneva Conventions and to Article 83 
of the 1977 Protocol I and Article 19 of the 1977 
Protocol II, the States Parties have undertaken a 
commitment to disseminate knowledge of these treaties 
as widely as possible, an obligation of which, moreover, 
they were reminded by Resolution 21 on the dissemi
nation of knowledge of international humanitarian 
law applicable in armed conflicts adopted by the 
Diplomatic Conference of the Reaffirmation and Deve
lopment of International Humanitarian Law Applicable 
in Armed Conflicts,

1. urges the Governments of States Parties to the 
Geneva Conventions and, as the case may be, to the 
1977 Protocols, to fulfill entirely their obligation 
to disseminate knowledge of international humanitarian 
law among their armed forces, ministries, academic 
circles, schools, medical professions and general public 
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in particular by encouraging the establishment 
of joint committees representing the appropriate 
ministries and National Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies to develop such activities,
2. notes the special responsibilities of National 
Societies to assist their Governments in this work 
and invites National Societies, in co-operation 
with the ICRC, the League and with the assistance 
of the Henry-Dunant Institute, to train national 
officials to be responsible for dissemination, and
to co-operate also with their authorities, especially 
on the joint committee on dissemination,

3. asks the ICRC and the League, each within its own 
sphere, to help National Societies to draw up and 
implement national and regional dissemination pro
grammes ,

4. requests the ICRC and the League to report 
jointly to the next meeting of the Council of Dele
gates and to the XXVth International Conference of 
the Red Cross on international, regional and national 
dissemination action, and on the follow up of the 
present resolution.

An interim report (CD/5/1) will be presented to the Council 
of Delegates by the ICRC and the League.

6. Revision of the regulations on the use of the emblem 
(follow-up to Resolution XII of the Twenty-fourth International 
Conference)

XII

Revision of the regulations on the use of the emblem

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red 
Cross,
recalling the adoption by the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross, meeting in Vienna in 
1965, of the "Regulations on the use of the emblem 
of the red cross, red crescent and red lion and sun 
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by National Societies" (Resolution XXXII), 

noting that, since 1965, experience has shown 
that the Regulations could be improved in a 
certain number of points,

noting that the adoption, in 1977, of the Protocols 
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949 requires an adaptation of these Regulations 
for the National Societies of States which have 
become Parties to the Protocols,

1. requests the ICRC to prepare a draft revision of 
these regulations for the next International Confer
ence, in co-operation with the League and the 
National Societies and after having consulted 
signaling system experts, and having previously 
submitted this draft to the next Council of Delegates,

2. notes that pending such revision of the Regulations, 
the status quo will be maintained.

The ICRC submits to all National Societies the draft regu
lations which it has drawn up in co-operation with the League 
(see document CD/6/1), in accordance with the above-mentioned 
Resolution. The ICRC expects National Societies to convey to 
it, either before or during the Council, their suggestions 
so that it can draw up the final draft which will be presented 
at the next International Conference in 1986. It will rest 
with this Conference to adopt the revised regulations which 
the ICRC will have finalized on the basis of the comments it 
receives.

7. The Red Cross and Human Rights

In placing this subject on the agenda of the Council of 
Delegates, the Standing Commission hopes that the Red Cross 
will examine its contribution to the promotion of human 
rights. It is in fact surprising that such a fundamental 
debate has not taken place sooner within the Red Cross 
movement. Document CD/7/1 shows, however, that the members 
of the International Red Cross have long been working for 
this cause, helping through their diverse respective 
activities to attain and ensure greater respect for funda
mental human rights. Now it is time for the entire movement 
to review what has been done and what still can be done to 
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promote human rights in the course of its humanitarian 
action, and consider how the latter can be intensified 
still further in accordance with the fundamental principles 
of the Red Cross.

8. Red Cross action in aid of refugees

The League and the ICRC have considered what action should 
be taken, pursuant to the Manila Conference, in the field 
of aid of refugees. In December 1982, they sent a question
naire to all National Societies, asking them to supply 
information on their activities in aid of refugees and 
displaced persons. Replies have been received from about 
half the National Societies, and are currently being studied. 
The joint document CD/8/1 describes the efforts of the League, 
the ICRC and the National Societies in aid of refugees, displa
ced persons and repatriates. It includes conclusions and 
recommendations on how the ICRC, the League and National 
Societies should increase and better co-ordinate their 
representations and activities on behalf of persons uprooted 
from their homes.

9. Presentation of the Henry Dunant Medal

The Standing Commission has decided to award seven medals.
The regulations specify that, in principle, not more than 
five medals should be awarded every two years, but never
theless allow the Standing Commission to reduce this number 
or, in exceptional cases, to increase it.

The Henry Dunant Medal will be awarded to the following 
distinguished members of the Red Cross :

- Dr. Mariano Bahamonde Ruiz, President of the Chilean Red 
Cross ;

- Mr. Hans Christian Bennetzen, delegate of the Danish Red 
Cross, severely wounded in Uganda in the service of the 
League;

- Professor Werner Ludwig, former President of the German 
Red Cross (GDR) ;
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- Dr. John Henry Felix, League regional delegate for the 
Pacific and President of the Pacific division of the 
American Red Cross;

- Mr. Walter Bargatzky, former President of the German 
Red Cross (FRG);

- Dr. Abdul-Aziz Mudarris, former President of the Saudi 
Arabian Red Crescent Society;

and, posthumously,

- Dr. Bagus Radiono, doctor with the Indonesian Red Cross, 
who died in a helicopter accident on 2 April 1983 while 
on mission in East Timor.

10. Financing of the ICRC by National Societies (follow-up to
Resolution XVIII of the Twenty-fourth International Conference)

XVIII

Financing of the ICRC by National Societies

The XXIVth International Conference of the Red Cross,

having taken note of the report submitted by the 
Commission for the Financing of the ICRC,

noting the continual increase in the ICRC's tasks and 
the financial burden arising therefrom,
drawing attention to the resolutions adopted by numerous 
previous International Conferences,

stressing that by virtue of the principle of solidarity 
binding the members of the Red Cross and Red Crescent, 
National Societies should help the ICRC to achieve its 
humanitarian objectives,

1. encourages the National Societies to support the ICRC 
in its negotiations with their Governments,
2. expresses the wish that the National Societies will do 
their utmost so that their total voluntary contributions 
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should reach 10% of the ICRC's ordinary account expen
diture for the preceding year. The share of each 
National Society in these contributions should be equal 
to the percentage assigned to that Society in the League's 
scale of contributions,
3. proposes that the said amount of 10% be re-examined 
at each meeting of the Council of Delegates.

In conformity with Resolution XVIII, this item is included in 
the agenda of the Council of Delegates. At its meeting in 
April 1983, however, the Commission for the Financing of the 
ICRC agreed with the ICRC's opinion as to the action to be 
taken following this resolution: its seems premature at this 
stage to start a debate on the new system of financing the 
ICRC by National Societies, as it was introduced too recently 
to be able to draw any useful conclusions. This item will 
therefore appear on the agenda of the next ordinary meeting 
of the Council of Delegates.

Dr. Rueda Montana, President of the Columbian Red Cross and 
Chairman of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC, 
will instead make a brief informative statement on the present 
position of ICRC financing by the National Societies.

11. Information on the activities of the Henry-Dunant Institute

The 1981 Council of Delegates adopted a Resolution 1, 
entitled "Development of the activities of the Henry-Dunant 
Institute" which is reproduced in document CD/11/1.

The Council of Delegates will have before it a report on the 
activities of the Henry-Dunant Institute since the Twenty
fourth International Red Cross Conference undertaken in the 
spirit of the aforesaid Resolution.

12. Red Cross and Telecommunications
At the April 1983 session of the League Executive Council, the 
ICRC telecommunications officer had the opportunity of presenting 
a report which led to this item being placed on the agenda 
of the present Council of Delegates. Document CD/12/1 gives 
a brief summary of the report made to the Executive Council. 
It also includes some thoughts on future methods of tele
communication and their interest for the Red Cross, as well 
as a draft resolution which will enable National Societies 
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to express their support for Red Cross efforts to- make the 
best use of modern means of telecommunication.

13. Miscellaneous
Under this "Miscellaneous" heading, the President of the 
Board of the French Fund Maurice de Madre will remind 
delegates, as he did during the 979 Council of Delegates, 
of the existence of this Fund, constituted by the assets 
bequeathed to the International Committee of the Red Cross 
by Count de Madre, and of the possibilities it offers. Until 
now, the National Societies have made relatively little use 
of the income from this Fund, which is intended to help 
permanent or temporary workers - particularly delegates 
and nurses - of the ICRC, the League or National Societies, 
whose health has been impaired in the course of their work 
on missions in the service of the Red Cross. In 1981, the 
Council extended the circle of beneficiaries to the families 
of persons working for Red Cross institutions who die in the 
performance of their humanitarian mission.

14. Date and place of the next Council of Delegates
If the Council of Delegates accepts the proposals submitted 
to it under item 4 of its agenda, it will assemble again in 
an extraordinary meeting in 1984 for the Second World Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Conference on Peace. The next ordinary 
meeting could take place in two years, in 1985, at the same 
time as the League General Assembly.
Delegates are reminded that, in accordance with the decision 
adopted at Manila , the Twenty-fifth International Conference 
will not be held until 1986.


