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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES 

GENEVA, 24 and 25 OCTOBER 1975 

RESOLUTION No. 1 

Development of the Henry Dunant Institute's activities 

The Council of Delegates, 

having taken cognizance of the report of the activities 
of the Henry Dunant Institute during the first ten years of 
its existence, 

acknowledges the considerable work it has so far 
accomplished with slender resources, 

requests the Institute to pursue its tasks of research, 
teaching and publications in the various sectors of the 
Red Cross and mRke the results of its work as widely as possible 
accessible, 

recommends National Societies to co-operate to that end 
with the Institute and to provide it with relevant documentation 
and, to the extent they can afford, with the material means that 
will enable it to expand its action. 
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RESOLUTION No. 2 

Action to betaken on the World Red Cross. Conference on Peace 

The Council of Delegates, 

considering that the World Red Cross Conference on Peace, 
organised in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, in June 1975, on the basis 
of resolution No. 37 of the XXXIInd session of the Council of 
Governors, represents an important demonstration of the unity 
of the world. Red Cross family in favour of peace, the 
development of cooperation, friendship and understanding among 
peoples, 

recalling that this World Conference 

- assembled 220 delegates from 81 National Red Cross Societies 
throughout the world including seven still in process of 
formation, as well as delegates from the League of Red Cross 
Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the Henry Dunant Institute, 

- examined the role of the Red Cross for the promotion of peace 
from all the aspects concerning the Red Cross, 

- adopted the Programme of Action of the Red Cross as a Factor 
of Peace, as guidelines and with all the views expressed and 
recorded in the League's report on the Conference, 

having noted the League's report on the World Red Cross 
Conference on Peace, 

1. expresses its recognition of Red Cross work accomplished 
with regard to peace for many years, and of its contribution 
to the general efforts undertaken in the world for the 
strengthening of the foundations of peace, 

2. considers that National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion 
and Sun Societies, the League of Red Cross Societies and the 
ICRC should take their inspiration as guidelines for their work 
from the Programme of Action as adopted at the Conference, that 
they should keep it in mind in all their activities and that, 
they should strive for its creative impleMentation, 
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3. recommends 
(a) that National Societies should submit the Programme of 
Action to be examined by their• leading bodies with a view to the 
adoption of concrete measures for its implementation, 
(b) that the ICRC and the League, each in its own respective 
sphere, should cooperate to put into action the tasks which 
the Programme of Action invites them to undertake, 

4. requests that the item "Implementation of the Programme of 
Action of the Red Cross as a Factor of Peace" be included in 
the agenda of the next ordinary session of the Council of 
Delegates and that, prior to that session,a working group be 
set up by the League in consultation with the ICRC to consider 
the comments expressed and the annexes proposed and required 
to report for the consideration of the session any proposals 
they may evolve to resolve or otherwise provide for meeting 
such comments and annexes, this being without prejudice to the 
recommendations in paragraph 3. 

RESOLUTION No. 

Report of the Joint Committee for the study on the reappraisal 
of the role of the Red Cross 

The Council of Delegates, 

having received the report of the Joint Committee for the 
Reappraisal of the Role of the Red Cross, convinced that these 
documents present material of essential importance for the 
development of the Red Cross movement and for the humanitarian 
attitudes and activities in general, 

expresses its deep gratitude to the Study Director, 
Mr. Donald Tansley, and his assistants for a remarkable work, 
and to the Joint Committee for its successful management, 
to those National Societies who have contributed to the 
basically important Profile Study and to the institutions, 
foundations and National Red Cross Societies who made the study 
possible through financial support, 
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being aware of the need to make the best use of the 
recommendations of the Study without loss of time, whilst still 

respecting the complexity of many subjects raised in the report, 

invites all National Societies to use the final report 

and background papers in an intensive discussion within their 
Societies, visualizing early implementation of appropriate 
parts of the report, 

requests the ICRC and the League to enter into a thorough 
examination of how the recommendations of the report could 
improve the functions of the International Red Cross movement, 

Suggests in this context that they search out opinions 
within all National Societies through a questionnaire, which 
should be sent to them within one month and answered within 
a delay of 6 months, 

expects the ICRC and the League to ensure that the 
results of the consultation with the National Societies will 
be duly processed and necessary further steps be taken, 

asks that the resulte of the work of the two Geneva 
institutions including their searching of the National Societies' 
opinions be presented in the form of practical plans or 
suggestions at the next meeting of the appropriate decision, 
making bodies of the International Red Cross (Executive 
Committee in 1976 or extra session of the Board of Governors and 
the Council of Delegates the same year; Board of Governors, 
Standing Commission and International Conference of the 
Red Cross in 1977), thereby considering the possibility to 
divide the substance into some parts possible to implement 
immediately and others needing more consideration and planning. 


