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PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES IN INTERNATIONAL ARMED 

CONFLICTS

(Proposed by the Experts of Yugoslavia and Switzerland)

1. The Parties to the conflict shall give the National Red Cross (Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies, the ICRC and the League acting 
as a coordinating body for its members, all facilities, assistance and 
protection necessary for the performance of their humanitarian activi
ty on behalf of the 'wounded and sick, prisoners of war, internees and 
other military and civilian victims of war.

2. The activity mentioned in paragraph 1 above, pursued in accordance with 
Red Cross principles defined by the International Red Cross Conferences, 
consists in particular in the preparation of medical personnel, assistance 
to medical establishments and units, care for children and the infirm, 
social welfare work, collection, transportation and distribution of relief, 
reunion of families, tracing service.

3. All victims of armed conflicts are allowed to address themselves to National 
Societies of the territory in which they live, for assistance.

4. The Parties to the conflict ought not to consider the offer of relief by a 
National Society, ICRC or the League, as an unfriendly act, and if accepted, 
shall exercise their legal rights so as to facilitate the transit, admission 
and distribution of relief to victims of war.

5. The Occupying powers shall oermit the branches of recognised Societies, ex
isting in the occupied territory, to continue their activities on behalf of 
the population of that territory and the prisoners of war detained by that 
Occupying power.
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6. The protection of National Societies and the facilities accorded 
to them are subject to temporary measures which the Parties to the 
conflict may consider essential to ensure their security, to meet other 
reasonable needs or which are dictated by military considerations.
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