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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 

FIRST MEETING

Wednesday, 6 September, 1967, at 9 a.m.

Item 1. OPENING ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
STANDING COMMISSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

RED CROSS

Lady Limerick (Original English) : My most pleasant 
duty is to welcome you all to this Council of Delegates. I have 
unfortunately regrets for inability to attend from the Malaysian 
and Sierra Leone Societies who send their apologies and asked 
me to convey their best wishes to the members present.

Item 2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Lady Limerick (Original English) : It is laid down in 
the StatutesThat“at a Meeting of the Council of Delegates taking 
place between the International Red Cross Conference, the Chairman 
of the Standing Commission should take the chair at the Opening 
Session, but it is also a precedent that, having opened the 
Session, the Chairman of the Standing Commission hands over to 
the President, of the International Red Cross Committee and, 
following that precedent, which I am quite sure you will approve, 
may I ask you if I may now invite M. Gonard to take the chair at 
this Session of the Council of delegates.

(Applause)
(Mr. Gonard takes his place in the chair)

Item 3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Your Royal 
Highness, Presidents and members of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red- 
Lion-and-Sun Societies, of the League and of the ICRC.

I thank you for honouring the institution of which I am 
President and for the confidence which you have placed in me.
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I think we must now proceed to elect a Vice-Chairman, 
for which I have the honour of proposing Jonkheer Kraijenhoff, the 
distinguished President of the Netherland Red Cross which is our 
perfect host. Do you agree ?

(Applause)

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) : I thank you and request 
the President of the Netherlands Red Cross kindly to take his 
place on the rostrum.

(The Jonkheer Kraijenhoff takes his place on the 
chairman's rostrum)

Item 4. ELECTION OF TWO SECRETARIES
We also require a secretary, the nucleus of a bureau, 

and I request Mr. Abut of the League and Mr. Pilloud of the 
International Committee to act as secretaries.

(Applause)

Item 5. ADOPTION OF PROVISIONAL AGENDA
Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : This small 

bureau having now been appointed, we may now begin our work.
You have received the provisional agenda and I propose 

that it be adopted. I would immediately point out that item 7 is 
of great importance, as the recent events in the Near East, the 
Yemen, Nigeria and Vietnam will be raised from the angle of the 
humanitarian assistance provided by our institutions and societies 
to the unfortunate victims of these conflicts. Are you in agreement 
with the provisional agenda and the remarks I have just made, which 
give some idea of the scope which will be covered by discussions 
on item 7 ? As you appear to have no observations the provisional 
agenda becomes final. I hope we shall be able to get through it all.

I should remind you that we have little time, a fact 
which I trust speakers will take into account as this session will 
adjourn at 10.45,as delegates will have the honour of being received 
by Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands at 11.30.

I hope you will participate in these discussions with 
as much enthusiasm as you displayed last night at the folk dancing 
during the charming Dutch soiree which was laid on by our host 
Society which I take this opportunity to thank in your name.

(Applause)
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I suggest that we deal this morning with itens6 and 8. We have 
one and a half to one and three quarter hours before us and I 
hope that we shall get through these items so that we can devote 
the whole afternoon to item 7 which we consider the most important 
item in view of present-day circumstances. Do you agree ? We 
shall therefore consider the Near East, the Yemen, Nigeria and 
Vietnam this afternoon. I now propose - and I think it will be 
useful - that for a few minutes Mr. Pilloud,who is a specialist, 
give you a review of some of the essential rules of procedure in 
meetings such as ours.

M. Pilloud (ICRC) (Original French) :
Article IV of the statutes of the International Red Cross states 
"The Council of delegates shall be composed of delegates of duly 
recognized National Societies, delegates of the International 
Committee and delegates of the League". The terms of reference of 
the Council are laid down in article V of the statutes, namely 
"the Council of Delegates at any such meeting may give an opinion 
upon, and, where necessary, take decision in respect of,such 
questions and proposals as may be referred to it by the National 
Societies, the Standing Commission, the International Committee 
or the League. When the Council of Delegates or the Board of 
Governors meet outside the sessions of the International Conference, 
they shall take no final decision on any question which, according 
to the present Statutes, is within the exclusive competence of 
the Conference, nor any decision contrary to the resolutions of 
the latter or concerning questions already settled by the 
Conference or reserved by it for the agenda of a forthcoming Conference". 
The proceedings of the Council of Delegates are subject to the 
same rules as the Conference procedure. I would mention in part
icular Article II (5) of the Statutes which says that the
Council "may not deal with political matters nor serve as a forum 
for political debate". Another important point covered by the 
regulations is the manner of submitting proposals which, according 
to Article 9 of the Conference rules of procedure, shall be comm
unicated in writing in advance and circulated to the Council. So 
far thefollowing proposals have been received :

A draft resolution from the Pakistan Red Cross 
bearing the reference no P 6231; this has been circulated.

A Norwegian proposal no P 6236;
A draft resolution from the Irish Red Cross 

which will be circulated at about 10 o'clock.
You have also received a document which is not 

a proposal; this is document CD 1 (a) and B/l which simply recalls 
two resolutions adopted by the XXth International Conference, so 
that you will have the texts thereof before you when we discuss 
the question of action following up the Vienna resolution ITo X
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"The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace".

Other rules of procedure relating to the conf
erence are equally applicable here, such those ooncerning time 
allowed to speakers, points of order, closing of the meeting, the 
majority vote, and voting, which is generally by a show of hands.

I would add that a record of this Council meeting 
will be drawn up jointly by the International Committee and the 
League and will subsequently be sent to you. It will be the 
verbatim report in mimeograph.

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank you. Does any member of the Council have anything to say 
concerning procedure ? If not, we shall follow the rules which 
Mr. Pilloud has just reviewed.

Item 6. FOLLOW UP TO CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS OF THE XXth INTERNAT
IONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

a) PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATIONS (resol
ution 28)

b) THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE 
(resolution 10)

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) :
We shall now proceed with item 6 of the agenda "Action taken to 
follow up certain resolutions of the XXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross". The first of these resolutions concerns 
"Protection of civilian populations" (No XXVIII). I shall give 
the floor to Mr. Siordet, Vice-President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross who will describe what has been done 
already and then I shall give the floor to speakers for a discu
ssion. Mr. Siordet.

Mr. Siordet (ICRC) (Original French) : 
Resolution XXVIII is no doubt one of the most important of those 
adopted by the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross. 
It deals with the protection of civilian populations against the 
dangers of indiscriminate warfare.

Recognizing that indiscriminate warfare constitu
tes a danger to the civilian population and the future of civiliz
ation, the resolution "solemnly declares that

all governments and other authorities responsible 
for action in armed conflicts should conform at least to the 
following principles :

- that the right of the parties to a conflict to adopt means 
of injuring the enemy is not unlimited;
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- that it is prohibited to launch attacks against the civil
ian populations as such ;

- that distinction must be made at all times between persons 
taking part in the hostilities and members of the civilian 
population to the effect that the latter be spared as much 
as possible;

- that the general principles of the Law of War apply to 
nuclear and similar weapons.

In addition, Resolution XXVIII
expressly invites all governments who have not 

yet done so to accede to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 which pro
hibits the'use of asphyxiating, poisonous, or other gases, all 
analogous liquids, materials or devices, and bacteriological 
methods of warfare.

By proclaiming the four principles which belli 
always observe, Resolution XXVIII does not create 
is an official and unanimous assertion byihe 
Red Cross, including government delegations, of 
validity, in spite of their antiquity and many 

rents should 
a new law. It 
Int ernational 
the permanent
violations, of the rules of the law of war which have never been

In its operative section, the resolution sets the 
ICRC some rather heavy tasks. For instance, the Conference :

"urges the ICRC to pursue the development of 
International Humanitarian Law in accordance with Resolution 
No XIII of the XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
with particular reference to the need for protecting the civilian 
population against the sufferings caused by indiscriminate warfare,

requests the ICRC to take into consideration 
all possible means and to take all appropriate steps, including 
the creation of a committee of experts, with a view to obtaining 
a rapid and practical solution of this problem."

in the world make the 
Conference yet more diff-

Present day troubles 
tasks assigned to the ICRC by the XXth 
icult. For that reason the ICRC decided to consult some twenty
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experts on all continents representing the different currents 
of thought. Fifteen of them have given the Committee valuable 
advice on how Resolution No XXVIII of the XXth Conference could 
be followed up.

Without going into the details of these consul
tations, I would mention the following points :

In the first place, Resolution XXVIII is a good 
step in the right direction and affirms valid principles of the 
law of nations. This is not enough however; we must seek a for
mula in which States explicitly recognize these principles and 
would therefore be more closely bound to them.

Secondly, it would seem that in present cir
cumstances it is impossible for the majority of governments to 
reach an international agreement in this sphere. Such an 
agreement must however remain the eventual objective.

Until such an agreement is reached every opport
unity must be seized to reiterate the principles expounded in 
Vienna, to have them reaffirmed and extended if possible. 
In this connection, it has generally been thought advisable as 
an interim measure to have recourse to a declaration embodied 
in a resolution of the United Nations.

These are the conclusions which have induced 
the ICRC to send all governments parties to the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions and the Fourth Hague Convention of 1907, a memorandum 
dated May 19, 1967. All National Societies received a copy 
thereof in circular No 468 of May 24 last. It was also published 
in the International Review of the Red Cross. We shall merely 
quote two paragraphs :

"In order for these principles to be fully 
operative, the International Committee urgently requests Govern
ments to sanction them and, if need be, to develop them in an 
adequate instrument of international law. The International 
Committee is prepared to assist in drawing up such an instrument.

In addition, without awaiting the entry into 
force of this instrument and the possible achievement of an 
agreement between the Powers concerned for the formal prohibi
tion of weapons mass destruction, the International Committee 
invites the Governements to reaffirm, as of now, through any 
appropriate official manifestation, such as a resolution ot 
the United Nations General Assembly, the value they attach of 
the principles cited above. Moreover these principles could 
henceforth be referred to in the instructions given to the 
armed forces".
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The idea of a resolution of the UN General 
Assembly to confirm the Vienna principles received attention from 
several governments which have informed the ICRC that they would 
in principle be prepared to take the initiative by submitting a 
draft.

It is to be hoped that these efforts will 
achieve positive results. The ICRC would of course be pleased 
to give information to other governments to enable them to co
ordinate efforts with those of the governments which have already 
decided to act.

We may therefore hope that by the time the 
XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross is held some result 
will already have been obtained. However, even if the projects 
now in the wind come to fruition the problem of effective protection 
for civilian populations against the dangers of war will still 
have to be dealt with and the Red Cross efforts will be directed 
towards the conclusion of definite undertakings.

Similarly, in the field of the law and customs 
of war, efforts will have to be exerted to achieve precision, 
specially as most rules relating to the conduct of hostilities and 
resort to arms date back more than sixty years.

The ICRC has expressed its concern on this 
subject in an annex to the memorandum I mentioned earlier which 
describes the seriousness of the problem.

On July 26, 1966, the ICRC urged governments 
which have not yet acceded to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 to do so. 
It informed the U.N, Secretary-General of this step. Mr. Thant made 
it known to the members of the General Assembly which adopted a 
resolution confirming the prohibitions contained in the Protocol.

Such is the action taken so far by the ICRC in 
pursuance of Resolution No XXVIII of the XXth International Confer
ence. It intends to continue its efforts without respite and will 
be grateful for any suggestions which you may have to- make for 
the implementation of this very important resolution. I need hardly 
say that it is and will be grateful for any approaches by National 
Societies to their governments in conformity with the penultimate 
paragraph of the Resolution which reads :

" The Conference

requests all National Societies to intervene 
with their governments in order to obtain their 
collaboration for an early solution of this 
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question and urges all governments to support 
the efforts of the International Red Cross in 
this respect.

We cannot hope to achieve worthwhile results 
unless the unanimity displayed at Vienna when Resolution XXVIII 
was adopted is translated into action.

Mr. G-onard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
I thank Mr. Siordet, Vice President of the 

International Committee.
I would now ask whether you have any comments 

to make and in particular whether you approve the procedure foll
owed so far, and which we propose to continue. I give the floor 
to the distinguished representative of Italy.

Mr, Potenza (Italy) (Original French) :
I would first express thanks for the fact that 

the agenda included a reminder of this resolution which was adop
ted at the Vienna Conference. It is, I think, vital for the League 
and the International Red Cross that this resolution be fully 
applied. Unfortunately, it would appear that this does not always 
happen, even in present day conflicts. I would like to know 
whether any special efforts have been made, whether there have 
been any instances of this resolution's practical application.

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
I thank the representative of the Italian 

Red Cross. Mr. Siordet, can you reply to the question ?

Mr. Siordet (ICRC) (Original French) :
Apart from what the ICRC has done to follow 

up this resolution, nothing very much has been done, except, as 
I have mentioned, the interest displayed by several National 
Societies by delegating representatives to participate in our 
studies. The ICRC would be interested in receiving from National 
Societies all possible suggestions on efforts which they could 
make to associate with the Committee so that, as I have said, 
there might be unanimity within the Red Cross movement on the 
practical action to be taken to follow up this resolution. 
As far as governments are concerned, we have reached a hopeful 
stage. We shall see whether anything comes of the United Nations
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General Assembly. We already know that certain governments, ac
cording to their own statements, are prepared to go ahead and we 
therefore believe that governments as a whole-must confirm the 
principles adopted at Vienna. This is obviously a long-term 
project. For the moment we are unable to give more details but I 
believe nevertheless that a favourable attitude to the ideas 
contained in the Vienna Declaration by the Red Cross movement and 
the Governments is discernible.

Mr■ Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank 
you, Mr. Siordet. Mr. Pozenza, Mr. Siordet has replied to your 
question by another and an appeal to all Societies to support 
the International Committee's efforts to discharge the mandate 
you have entrusted it' with. I give the floor to the Yugoslav 
delegation.

M. Patrnogic ( Yugoslavia) (Original English ) : 
Mr. Chairman, the problem of the protection of civilian population 
preoccupies the International Red Cross in its work almost daily. 
We must state, however, with great dismay, that the modern world 
is characterized by local or interstate conflicts and that the 
humanitarian rules and particularly the Geneva Conventions, which 
are most important for us, are not properly respected during 
those conflicts. Our special concern is the protection of the 
civilian population. The mass bombardment even of civilian 
population leads us to the dilemma whether the basic humanitarian 
principles are respected and whether they are in force at all, 
I mean the principles laid down by the International Red Cross 
for the first time, or, should the new world technique and 
military concept affect it even those traditional humanitarian 
principles. The International Committee of the Red Cross has 
always been attempting and is doing that at present to ensure 
that the parties in conflict respect all the rules for the protect
ion of the civilian population. The International Committee aimed 
that the protection of the civilian population against inhuman 
and indiscriminate warfare or better say use of arms for mass 
destruction which leads to the indiscriminate war would be ensured 
through reinformation of basic human principles and international 
rules which are in existence. We support the initiative of 
the International Committee that for the realization of these 
predominantly humanitarian politics other prominent inter
national organizations would be engaged to consider among others 
this problem too. The new initiative of the International 
Committee to raise the voice of humanitarianism in the United 
Nations is a proof that the International Red Cross adopts itself 
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to the new trends of international humanity. The United Mations 
are trying to create effective systems of human rights.
The adopted conventions on human rights are as we know the result 
of patient and hard work over more than 18 years in the United 
Nations. Humanitarian rules taken in the broadest meaning deter
mine human rights and legal protection of those rights. I hope 
that herewith I express the opinion of all the delegates when I 
am convinced that the Red Cross voice in the United Nations, voice 
of humanity, as well for it, will be supported by the members of 
the United Nations fully. We are also aware that one part of the 
efforts of the United Nations for the maintenance of peace reflects 
itself also to the progressive development of humanitarian law. 
It is our task to encourage those efforts and to support the 
International Committee in all its actions aiming to the adoption 
of the effective international instrument which would guarantee 
the protection of civilian population in all situations and under 
all circumstances. It is also our duty to intervene with our 
Governments in order to obtain their collaboration for an early 
solution of this problem and urge them to support the attempts of 
the International Red Cross in this respect. We have accepted this 
task by having adopted the Resolution No 28 of the XXdh Internat
ional Red Cross Conference in Vienna. The International Committee 
has made as we can see an exceptional effort now. I think that 
in this moment we could do our best if we intervene with our 
Governments that they accept this problem to be discussed in 
the United Nations and support the suggestions to be submitted 
by the representative of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank Mr. Patrnogic who suggests the approval of what has so 
far been done and the continuation along the lines already laid 
down. Does anyone else wish to speak ? The Delegation of 
Rumania and then of Senegal. Mr. Moisesco.

Mr, Moisesco (Red Cross of the Rumanian
Socialist Republic) (Original French) 

I have a proposition. The protection of civilian population, 
covered by resolution XXVIII, and peace, are similar problems 
and I propose they be discussed together to save time.

Mr. Alcantara (Senegalese Red Cross) (Original
French) :

In a recent communication which National Societies received 
from the ICRC, reference was made to a breach of this resolution 
XXVIII which I believe occurred recently. I would like to know 
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what standpoint the ICRC adopted with regard to the State in ques
tion and what was that Government's reaction.

Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Thank you, Mr. Alcantara. I ask Mr. Siordet to reply to Mr. Moisesco 
and Mr. Alcantara.

Mr. Siordet (ICRC) (Original French) 
With regard to what was said by the Delegate of the Rumanian Red 
Cross, it is of course true that the two problems are closely 
linked, as resolution XXVIII is intended to diminish the suffering 
of civilian populations. But I fear, nevertheless, there would 
be some confusion if the two resolutions were discussed simul
taneously. One deals essentially with the development of law 
whereas the other deals with ways and means by which the Red Cross 
may contribute to peace. The contribution to humanitarian law is 
but one aspect of the Red Cross contribution to the spirit of 
peace. I therefore believe, Mr. Chairman, it would be preferable to 
keep the two questions separate.

With regard to the second point, it is true that 
during a conflict International Committee delegates on a medical 
mission observed that poisonous material had been used. The 
observations were notified and analysed and showed that in all 
probability poisonous materials had been used. Our delegates 
themselves were not present during the air-raid; they only saw 
the results. The International Committee thereupon, in keeping 
with its duty ?drew the attention of all parties to the conflict 
to the situation and sent them a report on the delegates' observa
tions. The Committee could, I believe, only send this communication 
to the Governments responsible for following it up, but the ICRC 
did not, of course, fail to issue a reminder of how harmful the 
use of such weapons was for civilian populations.

Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Does any other delegation wish to take the floor ? The United 
Kingdom.

Dord Inchyra (Original English) : 
Mr. Chairman,

All I wanted to say was this ,in reference to the 
remarks just made in reply to the Rumanian delegate. I hope I can 
take it that the very general approval which seems to be voiced 
here this morning of the efforts which the International Committee 
and the Red Cross world in general are making to extend the appli
cation of these laws for the protection of civilians from indis
criminate warfare, I hope I can take it that this means that there 



-13-

is equally general disapproval of any attempts by any Governments 
to evade their existing obligations under the Geneva protocols. 
I am thinking particularly of the case which was referred to 
where there were reports that one particular Government had used 
gas, I hope that I am right in assuming from the general atmosphere 
that that would meet with general disapproval and indeed disgust.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
I thank Lord Inchyra and ask whether any other delegation wishes 
to speak on this item of the agenda. If not, I shall assume that 
you agree with the procedure so far followed by the International 
Committee and with its future intentions. We shall do whatever we 
can to make progress in this field which, as Mr. Patrnogic said, 
we consider so important.

We shall now proceed to item 6b "the Red Cross 
as a Factor for Peace in the World" (Resolution X) and I shall 
ask Mr. Pictet, ICRC Director-General, to explain what has been 
done so far. I would say that he will refer particularly to the 
discussions of the Round Table Conference which met here on 
August 28 and which discussed the work so far accomplished by the 
ICRC. I must pay tribute to those who took part in that meeting 
for the moderation with which they expressed their views and for 
their objectivity and obvious concern to achieve concrete results, 
a thing which is always difficult in this field.

Mr. Pictet (ICRC) (Original French) : 
The promotion of world peace, although of concern to the Red Cross, 
was for a long time outside the purview of its programme of action. 
However, after the First World War the International Red Cross, 
sharing the hopes of the nations, declared its intention to work 
thenceforth, not only in time of peace, but also for peace. 
Since that time, nearly all International Conferences of the Red 
Cross have adopted resolutions on the contribution which the 
Red Cross could make to this noble cause.

On this subject, the XXth International Con
ference at Vienna in 1965 adopted Resolution X. The same Con
ference definitively adopted and proclaimed the "Fundamental 
Principles" governing the Institution which included, inter alia: 
"It (the Red Cross) promotes mutual understanding, friendship, 
co-operation and lasting peace amongst all peoples".

During the discussion preceding the adoption 
of Resolution X, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) offered to arrange, as it had already done in 1933, a 
"Round Table" discussion for the purpose of "a very general and 
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free exchange of views on the contribution the Red Cross makes 
and could make, by measures which are practical and within the 
frame-work of its essential principles, to the spirit of peace 
and mutual understanding among the nations, and thus to the preven
tion of war".

The ICRC availed itself of the opportunity 
offered by the presence of many Red Cross delegates in The Hague, 
for the session of the Board of Governors and other meetings, to in
vite some twenty of them to attend a "Round Table" discussion in 
that town on 28 August 1967, to consider the theme "Tho Red Cross 
as a Factor in World Peace".

Those who attended were :
Dr. Rito Alcantara,
Mr, Walter Bargatzky

Mr. José Barroso Chavez

Mr. Donaldo Chavez Nunez
Dr, Z. Darwiche

Dr. Ahmed Djebli-Elaydouni

Dr. Irena Domanska
Col. G.I.A.D. Draper

Mr. A. van Emden

Dr. Agustin Inostrosa
Major-General D.K. Lakshmanan

Dr. Werner Ludwig

Prof. Dr. Jovica Patrnogic

Dr. Zdenek Stich

Mr. Olof Stroh

Mrs. D. Tumendelger

Major-General A.E. Wrinch

President of the Senegalese Red Cross 
President of the German Red Cross 
in the Federal Republic of Germany 
Chairman of the League of Red Cross 
Societies and President of the 
Mexican Red Cross
President of the Nicaraguan Red Cross 
Director of the Red Crescent of the 
Syrian Arab Republic
President of the Moroccan Red Cres
cent
President of the Polish Red Cross 
Legal Adviser to the British Red Cross 
Society
Director-General of the Netherland
Red Cross
President of the Chilean Red Cross 
Secretary-General of the Indian 
Red Cross Society
President of the German Red Cross 
in the German Democratic Republic 
Secretary-General of the Yugoslav 
Red Cross
President of the Czechoslovak Red 
Cross
Secretary-General of the Swedish
Red Cross
Chairman of the Red Cross Society 
of the Mongolian People's Republic 
National Commissioner of the
Canadian Red Cross Society

Mr. Samuel Gonard,
Apart from these persons the ICRC had delegated 
President, as well as Mr, Siordet, Mr.Pictet,
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Mr, Pilloud, and Mr. Wilhelm to participate in the work, while
Mr. Beer and Mr. Abut represented the League of Red Cross Societies.

The subject was too vast to permit, in a single 
day, more than a preliminary study. Many ideas and suggestions 
were expressed; some in writing. This report is but an outline of 
the "Round Table". A full record will be issued later.

General remarks
The "Round Table" discussion was not convened 

for theorizing and philosophizing on peace. However, some speakers 
felt it necessary to define the moral considerations relevant to 
the Red Cross contribution to peace. In their view the basic con
dition for any useful action in this field was the respect for 
human dignity, respect which should fully recognise man's material 
needs, One of the primary causes of war was, they held, the inequa
lity between the poor nations and the rich. These speakers consi
dered that efforts to promote peace were inseparable from assis
tance, to eliminate this disparity. This was the first key idea to 
emerge from the discussion.

As Pandit Nehru said at the XIXth International 
Conference, "War begins in the minds of men". The first necessity 
is therefore to foster the spirit of peace in the world. In this 
respect the Red Cross has considerable moral force, and several 
speakers stressed that it must be bold and even face up to cer
tain risks.

Cross contribution to peace consideredI, Red
as a consequence of its main activity
participant disagreed that the whole of 
was both a protest against violence and 

a

No 
the Red Cross mission 
a daily action to unite nations,and was therefore indirectly 
contribution to the work for peace. On the other hand, it was 
recognised that this was an aspect of Red Cross activity which 
should be brought home in a better way to its members and the 
public o.t lc-rge. qt was agreed that for this purpose the dissemi
nation of knowledge on Red Cross principles and the Geneva Con
ventions was most useful, and that such dissemination should be 
intensified by greater recourse to radio and television, with 
emphasis on the fact that these principles were important for 
peace and did not, even when applicable only in war, imply accep
tance of war's inevitability.

The view was expressed that not only success 
but also failures should be made known and explained ; that there 
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should be no reluctance to denounce violations of the Conventions 
- which were indirect attacks on peace - and that the shortcomings 
of humanitarian law should be stressed.

It was recognized that better dissemination 
required improved publicity, and that recourse should be had to 
specialists in this field, to methods which had stood the test 
of trial, and to more advanced and more suitable equipment, in 
order to have impact on those sectors it was desired to reach. 
It was held that the meeting of Information Chiefs of National 
Societies recently convened by the ICRC and the League, and the 
publication by the ICRC of a school textbook for certain African 
countries, were steps in the right direction.

II. Activities specifically to promote peace
Most of the persons consulted were of the 

opinion that the Red Cross could and should undertake activities 
specifically to promote peace, apart from its relief work.

One speaker stated that political leaders 
should not be left with a monopoly in the struggle for peace 
and that private institutions and, through them, public opinion, 
should exert pressure on governments to induce them to settle 
disputes by peaceful means. Others warned that such activity to 
promote peace would border on the political field and that Red 
Cross neutrality would have to be observed whilst not being inter
preted too narrowly.

It was pointed out that the measures envisaged 
at the "Round Table" discussions as the Red Cross contribution 
to the--spirit of peace presupposed on the part of the National 
Societies a degree of development which many of them had not yet 
achieved; hence the importance of the League Red Cross Develop
ment Programme, which should enable National Societies to display 
that solidarity which is itself indicative of mutual understanding, 
and to help to reduce the inequalities which the participants 
in the "Round Table" discussions considered to be a source of con
flict among nations.

1. General education to promote the spirit of peace
Stress was laid on the advisability of such 

education for youth. In this connection, the work of members of the 
Junior Red Cross was of special significance. However, as several 
participants emphasized, education for peace should go beyond 
this frame-work to reach all the young people of a country.
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Yet adults should not therefore be left on one 
side as there were great dangers of war in the world, which de
manded quick action on the part of all. Priority should be given 
to extending this education even to those who govern.

What would be the content of this education ?
First the Red Cross Principles and then the Geneva Conventions, 
without however forgetting human rights and the efforts made to 
protect the civilian population; the principles of the United Na
tions Charter introducing the peaceful settlement of conflicts; 
and finally the necessity of mutual assistance. In short the aim 
should be to create an international civic spirit with, above 
all, Red Cross circles always endeavouring to be the first to set 
an example. pn this connection, the persons consulted put
forward a series of practical proposals : seminars, competitions, 
co-operation with UNESCO, etc. It would be too long to give the 
complete list here.

2. Co-operation with organisations for peace
Certain participants advocated more active and 

direct co-operation of the international institutions of the 
Red Cross, not only with the United Nations and its Specialized 
Agencies but also with non-political private organisations con
cerned with the problem. They should not hesitate to participate 
in Congresses with the aim of preserving peace.

In reply to certain questions, the President 
of the ICRC was on this occasion able to inform participants in 
the "Round Table" discussion of the close and periodical contacts 
he had maintained with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 
the spirit of Resolution X of the Vienna Conference.

3. Actions against threats to international 
understanding and ..the spirit of, peace

The documentation prepared by the ICRC for the 
"Round Table" discussion also raised the question of the steps 
the Red Cross might take against threats to international unders
tanding and the spirit of peace. It recalled the suggestions made 
in 1930 by the President of the Swedish Red Cross with regard to 
the fight against warlike propaganda as well as a proposal of 
the Czechoslovak Red Cross aimed at introducing a "Red Cross 
truce". Finally, it brought up the delicate question of Red Cross 
appeals in favour of peace.
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The participants in the "Round Table" discussion 
were not very eloquent on this subject. However, several made 
positive statements to recommend the fight against news and pro
paganda contrary to the Red Cross principles, as well as to 
specify that an interest be taken in the work of such bodies as 
UNESCO with their trend towards the objective presentation of 
historical facts or the adoption of national laws forbidding incito
ment to hatred or violence. In addition the view was expressed that 
more articles on peace and international understanding in the 
International Review of the Red Cross would be welcome. In the 
same way, World Red Cross Day might become more of an event of 
solidarity and friendship between people.

4. Studies on the causes of war and conditions 
required for mutual understanding

Several participants pointed out the advisabil
ity of such studies. It was moreover not necessary for the Red 
Cross to conduct them itself, as such studies had been carried out 
for a long time. Throughout the world there were today some sixty 
institutions dealing with this matter, sometimes with powerful 
means. However, the ICRC and the League could establish close 
contacts with them to disseminate and co-ordinate this work for 
National Societies.

5. Contacts and relationships
It was to the credit of participants that they 

highlighted that the Red Cross contribution to peace did not lie 
solely in its activities specifically for that purpose, but also 
in the contacts and relationships established among all the members 
of the International Red Cross. In this connection, stress was 
laid on the value of visits exchanged by leaders of National 
Societies, and of regional meetings. It was therefore recommended 
that the Red Cross should further develop contacts between mem
bers - which would give opportunity for self-criticism which 
was necessary - and contacts outside the Red Cross itself.

It was recognised that seveia-nce of all re
lations between nations was critical for peace and one of the 
participants submitted an original proposal to the effect that it 
should be compulsory for the National Societies of countries at 
war or between which there was a likelihood of war to be in 
contact with each other. This would involve the constitution in 
times of crisis and tension, of ad hoc commissions comprising 
Presidents and delegates of the National Societies in the countries 
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concerned, as well as representatives from National Societies in 
other countries. These commissions would be convened by the Presi
dent of the ICRC and would give him their advice.

The other participants, whilst not necessarily 
approving the proposed procedure, considered the idea very in
teresting and recommended that continued study be given to it. 
The meeting was reminded that during the First World War, meetings 
of delegates from belligerent States had been held on neutral 
territory and that agreements had been reached which, inter alia, 
had resulted in considerably alleviating the plight of victims.

Ill. Follow-up to the "round Table" discussion
After discussion of this question it was de

cided to submit this brief account to the Council of Delegates 
meeting in The Hague on 6 September 1967, and a full report to 
all National Societies subsequently.

Those persons who were consulted were unani
mously in favour of the work being continued. A second "Round 
Table" discussion could therefore be held next year in order that 
more detailed proposals might be submitted to the XXIst Interna
tional Conference of the Red Cross in 1969.

Mr, Conard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank Director-General Pictet and now give the floor for dis- 
eus s ion Mr. Bargatzky, President of the German Red 
Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, has the floor.

Mr. Bargatzxy (German Red Cross in the Federal 
Republic of Germany (Orig. French):

I would first express my profound gratitude to the Committee for 
having invited experts to discuss this question at a Round Table 
Conference and also for all its efforts in connection with this 
matter of the Red Cross contribution to peace. Although not det
racting from my gratitude to the Committee, I would not conceal the 
fact that I am somewhat disappointed with the shortness of the 
time in which we are compelled to discuss this topic which, in my 
opinion, is Red Cross problem No 1. I have sometimes the impression 
that we go from Conference to lunch, from lunch to Conference and 
from Conference to dinner or reception whilst bombs are falling on 
men, women and children. I therefore believe the discussion should 
not be limited and hope that, if necessary, we may continue it 
this afternoon. We agreed on Monday that our contributions should 
not consist of philosophising and should not be indirect.
I believe we must have the courage to speak of peace, in a direct 
practical and concrete manner. I think we must not fear that peace 
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will involve us in politics. Peace is a problem of flesh and blood. 
Flesh and blood is truly a Red Cross problem and is not merely 
political. As one of the experts said on Monday, if it is a poli
tical problem, it is a humanitarian political problem; in other 
words a Red Cross problem. It is not, I repeat, sufficient to pro
claim, demand, appeal for and call for peace; peace must be organi
zed. I therefore believe that the next International Conference of 
the Red Cross should not avoid the creation in one form or another 
of machinery for compulsery contacts between, if not governments 
- for that is not our function - but between National Red Cross 
Societies of enemy States, under the chairmanship of a neutral 
National Society and with friends of the enemy States in attendance. 
Such a committee's terms of reference are, of course, open to 
discussion. This is a proposal calling for profound thought and 
because of that I am very appreciative of the ICRC's intention to 
call us together again next year. Consideration should also be 
given to the timing of these meetings; possibly, as mentioned by 
the President of the Polish Red Cross, they should meet only when 
the danger of war arises. That would be the first step. I expect 
someone will raise the objection that this is illusory. I joined 
the Red Cross for the chance to be an idealist. I have worked for 
a long time in public service and I was a realist for a long time. 
I no longer wish to be one« We often speak of Henry Dunant, but we 
may be sure that he was not a realist. I would conclude by quoting 
Field Marshal Smuts of South Africa, a man whom I much admired 
because he was not only a soldier, but a great partisan for peace. 
I was told that when Queen Frederique of Greece was in exile during 
the second World War, she asked him what he had done in a certain 
situation, of which I am unaware, and he replied : "Your Majesty, 
in case of doubt, do whatever requires the greatest courage" and 
I urge us all to do what requires the greatest courage so far as 
peace is concerned.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
After listening to President Bargatzky, I am much less pessimistic 
than he, because he has given proof of hope through a concrete pro
posal which may not necessarily be accepted as it stands, but it 
does have the seeds of provisions which may enable us to achieve 
the objective we are all striving for, namely peace.

The delegations of Rumania, Italy and Greece have 
asked for the floor, which I now give to Mr. Moisesco, President 
of the Rumanian Red Cross.

Mr. Moisesco (Rumania) (Original Spanish) :
As the sixth item on your agenda refers to two very important and 
similar problems, I shall refer to both.

In the opinion of the Red Cross of the Rumanian 
Socialist Republic it is necessary, when considering Red Cross 
action to avoid, through peace, the suffering due to armed conflicts, 
to take into account not only the two Vienna resolutions on
"The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace" and "The Protection of 
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Civilian Populations against the Dangers of Indiscriminate Warfare" 
but also Resolution VIII proclaiming the fundamental Red Cross 
principles. These three resolutions, in our opinion, constitute a 
common aim of the entire programme of action in favour of peace, 
an active programme for the elimination of the very causes of 
conflicts which produce incalculable suffering to people and se
riously endanger the security and peace of the whole world. 
The two years which have elapsed since the Vienna Conference have 
been a severe trial for the declared Red Cross undertakings to
wards the nations and for the insistant appeals from this forum to 
all bodies concerned with human welfare,with a view to the appli
cation of effective measures to eliminate conflicts, sources of 
tension, and the resort to force which threatens the independence 
of nations, the right of populations to self-determination and the 
peaceful settlement of international problems in a manner consistent 
with the spirit of international law.

Within those two years have occurred events 
which have made demands on the International Committee, the League 
and National Societies on the basis of the documents mentioned. 
The reports which were submitted to us in Vienna by the ICRC 
showed in this connection a vast amount of humanitarian effort to 
check the suffering of military and civilian victims of current 
wars and to promote the spirit of peace and co-operation among 
nations. The National Society I have the honour of representing, 
for its part, made it its first duty over the last two years to 
work to keep alive the spirit of the Vienna resolutions and to 
support the various international actions aiming at the same 
objective. The Rumanian delegation to this forum associates with 
the positive expressions of appreciation for the efforts of the 
International Committee and the League over the last two years to 
promote the spirit of the Vienna Conference as is manifest in its 
resolutions. No doubt it is too early to make a final evaluation 
of the results of those efforts which, the Rumanian delegation be
lieves, are still in the process of development. The ICRC and the 
League must be encouraged and we ourselves must persist in con
tributing to the concerted efforts of world opinion for the 
triumph of the spirit of humanity. The Rumanian Red Cross consi
ders that today, more than ever, the Red Cross has a great res
ponsibility to mankind.

That responsibility is for the Red Cross to im
plement, for the benefit of the masses, programmes to promote the 
solution of health, social and other welfare problems. These 
humanitarian programmes are intended to contribute to a construc
tive climate of co-operation among nations for material and 
spiritual progress, but the aims which are not definitive and 
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are keenly discussed at our international meetings and within 
National Societies at home, are likely to be thwarted by the 
reactionary selfishness of certain interests which cause great suf
fering to peoples and foster instability and mistrust. In the 
opinion of the Rumanian Red Cross, the greatest danger to peace 
and to Red Cross programmes, and which is of grave concern to us 
and to world opinion, is the continuation of the war against the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. This arouses ever-increasing 
disapproval and protest from nations, from the broad masses of 
the people, and from world opinion. It is the most cruel negation 
of fundamental Red Cross principles and of resolutions X and 
XXVIII adopted at the Vienna Conference by delegates of the 
International Red Cross, National Societies and governments. 
From all quarters more numerous and more powerful voices are 
raised, warning that the war against the people of Vietnam brings 
no good to those who imposed it upon them, and seriously under
mines international relations and the spirit of co-operation in 
the world which is so necessary to Red Cross humanitarian action 
and programmes, Under these circumstances, the Rumanian Red Cross 
considers that the International Red Cross and all National 
Societies must unite their efforts to bring about, consistent 
with Resolution X, the renunciation of the repeated use of force, 
which-threatens national independence and the right to self-de
termination, in this case of the Vietnamese people, who demand the 
immediate and unconditional cessation of air raids against 
the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and of the war which is in
flicted upon them. The spirit of our Vienna Conference encourages 
us to ask that the Vietnamese people be left to decide their 
own fate, as a prerequisite to the easing of tension in that 
part of the world. The cessation of war in Vietnam, the central 
problem of international politics, could facilitate the success
ful future development of our Red Cross programmes in various 
parts of the world which require our assistance and support.
In the opinion of the Rumanian delegation, the improvement of 
the international climate for the proper development of relations 
among states, the consolidation of peace in the world, or every
thing which the Red Cross desires in the way of conditions favou
rable to the progress of its programmes dedicated to human wel
fare, depend on the cessation of war in Vietnam.

Another problem with which the Vienna Conference 
was concerned was in fact the Vietnam danger. It appealed to 
all governments for continuedefforts to reach an agreement on 
the prohibition of all atomic weapon experiments,an agreement 
for general and complete disarmament under effective international 
control, and to study the possibility of adopting such measures 
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as the setting up of neutral zones and agreements on the non
proliferation of atomic weapons. Information has shown that more 
and more governments are in favour of this policy which was called 
for by the Vienna Conference. We believe the ICRC should remind 
governments of this appeal by the Vienna Conference, and govern
ments should take further steps in that direction which is also 
one of the major concerns of members of our institution and of 
the nations. The Rumanian Red Cross is firmly convinced that only 
an agreement at government level providing for the prohibition and 
destruction of means for all-out war, and complete general disarm
ament under effective control, can provide a lasting basis for the 
protection of populations; that only the elimination of the source 
of war, tension and conflicts by united progressive efforts can 
protect populations from the terrible suffering of war. The Rumanian 
Red Cross considers that due to present armed conflicts effec
tive means are urgently necessary to protect civilian population and 
the material and cultural values which are destroyed day after 
day.

It is in this spirit that the Rumanian Red Cross 
supports the ICRC's efforts to obtain the agreement of governments 
to the adoption by the U.K. General Assembly of a document which 
would be binding on States, consistent with Resolution XXVIII 
concerning principles to be observed in the event of armed con
flict. To draw up an international agreement in this field for sub
mission to the next International Red Cross Conference. Our delega
tion assures all present of its full support in any positive action 
to ensure the triumph of the principles contained in the three 
Vienna Conference resolutions.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I now give the floor to Mr. Potenza, President of the Italian Red 
Cross.

Mr. Potenza (Italy) (Original French) :
The Italian Red Cross greatly appreciates the decision to convene 
here in The Hague a Round Table conference to examine practical 
ways and means by which the Red Cross may ward off the dangers of 
war. I believe that this decision was fully in keeping with Red 
Cross concern throughout the world, not only to alleviate but 
also to prevent the terrible human suffering that occurs in pre
sent day conflicts. It is vital for the great moral prestige of 
the Red Cross to operate contructively and direct. In this res
pect the Italian Red Cross fully supports the proposal to set up 
machinery which, in the event of crisis, will automatically enable 
Red Cross Societies directly concerned in avoiding conflict to 
get together. It is to be hoped that we shall find some procedure 
which can be implemented sufficiently quickly to achieve definite



-24

results. Otherwise these meetings may well be no more than platonic. 
I say this with apologies to Plato, but I believe that, as has been 
said all too often, initiative in this matter has been put off 
year after year whilst the nations wait for Red Cross prestige to be 
translated into facts. That is what is being asked in this modern 
world. Ideas are appreciated, but action even more so. I understand 
that thought is necessary but as is sometimes said in Italy, leave 
well alone. With this wish, that something constructive be done 
as soon as possible, I thank you for having taken up your time.

(Applause)

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I give the floor to the Greek delegate, Mr. Tsiropinas.

Mr. Tsiropinas (Greece) (Original French) :
The Vienna Conference considered peace as having a dual aspect, 
first as a topical problem dealt with in resolution No X and 
also as a problem concerning the future and it was from this an
gle that it adopted another resolution on civic education and inter
national understanding. In this connection, Mr. Pictet told us 
a short while ago that civic education of young newly adult people 
is necessary to create an international civic spirit. The 1965 
conference concluded that one of the most effective prerequisites 
to bring about the ideal of peace, although a long-term project, 
was the "humanization" of people in accordance with the motto 
"Per humanitatem ad pacem". The conference then concluded that 
the humanization of peoples could not be effected without civic 
education of the masses in the spirit of international mutual 
understanding and human solidarity, especially of the coming ge
nerations of the countries of the whole world who hold the des
tinies of tomorrow in their hands. This is not only a platonic 
wish, it is a practicable idea. With a view thereto, and on a 
proposal by the delegation of the Hellenic Red Cross, the Vienna 
Conference expressed the wish that governments would conclude a 
universal cultural convention on appropriate action to ensure 
the civic education of the younger generations within educational 
establishments at all levels - higher, secondary and primary - 
with the aim of making people realize that men, like states, do 
not have only rights, but also fundamental duties to respect and 
ensure respect for the dignity of the human being as well as to 
contribute to the improvement of living conditions by every 
means of moral and material solidarity. I have heard nothing said 
about following up this resolution XI, even though, I repeat, it 
is closely related to resolution X. I therefore venture to ask
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Mr. Pictet if he has anything to say concerning resolution XI.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Thank you. I shall give Mr. Pictet the opportunity to reply later. 
The Mexican delegation has asked to speak. I therefore give the 
floor to Mr. Chavez.

Mr. Chavez (Mexico) (Original Spanish) :
The Mexican delegation is present at this meeting mainly because 
it desires to contribute to anything which may lead to the res
toring of peace in the world. Fortunately, the subject of peace 
has been broached here this morning and we are gratified to 
observe the identity of opinions among many delegates of diffe
rent countries meeting here today, insisting that this Committee 
should act with courage and speed to endeavour immediately by 
sound, vigorous and clear action to permit the Red Cross to 
participate actively and decisively in bringing about genuine 
peace. Mexico is full of ideas. It can add some to those al
ready advanced and insist that this Committee should feel that 
it has the support of the great majority, if not all, of the 
delegates present who earnestly desire the ICRC to work with the 
backing of the world - a world of good will - and peace to reign. 
It is worth while taking a look at the past, across the termino
logy used, that the time we use in favour of peace will be va
luable, enabling us to return to our own countries satisfied at 
having at least upheld this principle.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Thank you Mr. Chavez. Mr. Pictet, can you now reply to the 
questions which have been raise, but briefly as we are pressed 
for time.

Mr. Pictet (ICRC) (Original French) :
For the moment, there has been only one question; it was raised 
by Mr. Tsiropinas and concerned the Vienna resolution No XI.
This was communicated to all governments. So far as I know they 
have not given it any practical follow-up. In addition, this 
question of civic education and international understanding was 
one of the items examined by the Round Table conference which I 
mentionedearlier. The participants recognized it as an impor
tant factor in the struggle for peace.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Thank you, Mr. Pictet. We must now suspend the meeting for the 
major reason of which I already told you. There is still one 
speaker on my list ; the delegation of Saudi Arabia.

The meeting will resume at 5 p.m. I thank you.

The meeting rose at 10.45 a.m.
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SECOND METING

Wednesday, September 6, 1967, at 3 p.m.

Item 6 FOLLOW UP TO CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS OF THE XXth
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS(Cont’d)

a) PROTECTION OF CIVILIAN POPULATIONS (RESOLUTION 28)
b) THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE 

(RESOLUTION 10)

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) ;
The meeting is now open and before pursuing our work, I shall, 
with your permission,request the President of the Netherlands Red 
Cross to convey to Her Majesty our respectful gratitude for the 
charming manner in which she received this congress in her de- 
lighful property in the woods near The Hague.
I thank you.

(Applause)
In spite of the sunshine which tends for optimism, we 

have to admit that we did not complete the schedule laid down 
for this morning, namely items 6 and 8 of the agenda. I propose 
we continue discussing item 6b. I have one speaker noted, it is 
the representative of Saudi Arabia. Are there any other speakers? 
The Democratic Republic of Korea, thank you. When we have heard 
these two speakers, I suggest we close the debate, if you agree. 
Before proceeding I would appeal to speakers to be brief for I, 
and no doubt you too, wish every delegation to have its say. 
That of course requires a certain discipline of all of us.
I suggest you authorize me to remind speakers that the normal 
time limit has been exceeded when they have spoken for five minutes. 
Do you agree ?

(Applause)
I thank you. I give the floor to the representative of 

Saudi Arabia to speak on item 6b of the agenda.

Mr. Al-Mudarres (Saudi Arabia) (Original English) : 
I would like to remind the hon. delegates that the adopting of 
a resolution on peace does not bring peace unless we are really 
convinced of the need to comply with it. We have not to weep 
when the event occurs but we have to fight against these grave 
events and eliminate them. What is the use of protest and recall- 
i ng when those concerned are already suffering from inhuman 
action. I hope that we shall become more practical and make 



-27-

efforts to eliminate these sufferings rather than spending time in 
drafting resolutions and preparing violent speeches. Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies should exercise certain pressure over 
the Government and not rotate in their orbits. Thank you Mr. 
President.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank the representative of Saudi Arabia and give the floor to 
the representative of the Red Cross of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea.

The representative of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea (Original French) :

Thank you Mr. President. Believing that the protection of civi
lians is important for the observance of humanitarian principles, 
our delegation believes that Red Cross humanism and principles 
must be respected both in peace and war. These principles must not 
be infringed. I believe that the Red Cross must not only provide 
for man's material needs, but also for his spiritual aspirations. 
In this respect I must briefly mention the facts at present 
occurring in the work of repatriating Korean citizens from Japan 
to the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. As you know, this 
repatriation operation of Koreans from Japan has been going on 
almost unhindered for the last eight years under the repatriation 
agreement signed by the Red Cross Societies of Korea and Japan 
on the basis of free choice of residence and the principles of the 
Red Cross. During that time, some 98,000 Korean nationals in 
Japan returned to their homeland and are there leading a happy 
life. I take this opportunity to thank warmly the Red Cross 
Societies of the various countries and the honest people in the 
world who gave this work of repatriation their support. The plight 
of Korean citizens in Japan was an extremely serious and unhappy 
one. When Korea was under Japanese domination these Koreans were 
obliged to go to Japan because they had been forcibly recruited 
and requisitioned; or they went there to earn their living.
Many of them were forced to sacrifice their lives in vain during 
the second World War at sea or in the islands of the Pacific.
Others died in the depth of mines or on the sites of public 
works and military installations, exhausted by forced labour, or 
deprived of food. Many others perished wholesale from terrible 
diseaces. The 600,000 Koreans now living in Japan are the sur
vivors or descendents of these unfortunate Koreans. We consider 
it is the duty of governments and of Red Cross Societies of 
countries which serve mankind and which value the humanitarian ideal 
to come to the aid of these people, who have undergone such mis
fortune and suffering,in order that they may achieve their wishes. 
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In particular, in view of this historical situation of Korean na
tionals in Japan, the Japanese side should not treat them in the same 
way as other foreigners. It should make it its legal and moral 
duty to provide them right to the end and under its full responsi
bility with repatriation to their own country according to their 
wishes. Yet, the work of repatriation is at present faced with a 
serious obstacle. Last year, the Japanese decided to cancel the 
agreement of repatriation in November this year. Thereupon the 
Japanese Red Cross, on August 12, ceased its work related to settle
ment of applications for repatriations and closed its offices for 
those who wished to be repatriated. The Japanese even went so far 
as to take repressive action through armed police against Koreans 
asking for repatriation. It declared that applications for repatri
ation would be handled by the Immigrant Control Section of the 
Ministry of Justice just like the cases of foreigners in general 
who wished to leave Japan. In an effort to justify this behaviour, 
the Japanese claimed that the number of those who wished to be re
patriated had diminished and that the work of repatriation had there
fore achieved the humanitarian objective. This does not corres
pond with the truth. As the Japanese Red Cross itself admitted, the 
number of Korean nationals in Japan who had officially applied for 
repatriation was 14,000 by the beginning of last August. Moreover, 
this number increased daily. This shows that the mission which was 
the objective of the repatriation agreement has not been achieved 
and that the agreement is still valid. Faced with public opinion 
in Japan itself and in the world, the Japanese now talk of other 
means of repatriation which differ from the present agreement.
This is an incomprehensible standpoint. If the Japanese sincerely 
wish to carry the repatriation operation through to the end, why 
must it abandon, in the middle of the work, this agreement of which 
the justice and reasonable character have been sufficiently proved 
in practice over the last eight years, and under which the repa
triation operation has been carried on without hindrance ? What is 
especially inadmissable is the unilateral character of the Japanese 
decision. It is only common sense that an international agreement 
cannot be cancelled by the decision of one of the parties. This is 
moreover clearly provided for in Art. 9 of the repatriation agree
ment, signed by the Korean Red Cross Society and the Red Cross of 
Japan. In defiance of good sense, the Japanese are seeking to 
cancel the agreement they signed without previously consulting the 
other contractant party. This is contrary to international practice. 
It betrays international faith and their obligations to the other 
contracting party. This Japanese objection to repatriation stems 
in fact from a political aim. Let me mention a few facts. In March 
of last year, the Japanese stated that the repatriation of North 
Koreans had to be discontinued to cement South Korean-Japanese 
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friendly relations and it officially promised South Korea in Au
gust, in a joint South Korean-Japanese statement, that it would 
cancel the repatriation agreement on the following 12th November. 
All these facts are a striking testimony to the fact that the 
Japanese government is using this question of repatriation, a 
question which is purely humanitarian, for a political aim and is 
intent on undermining the repatriation operation. It should show 
itself to be sincere on the basis of humanity (interruption by the 
Chair) ....

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : You are 
criticizing a government and I cannot allow it.

The representative of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (Original French) : Just one minute, that will be enough.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) ; Your time 
is up anyway. I would like to ask you a question. Not perhaps very 
usual, but I shall ask it nevertheless. You are here and I had the 
pleasure of talking with you yesterday evening. Have you tried 
to discuss with the Japanese delegation which is here in this 
room ? I should be pleased if you would reply. Have you tried a 
direct personal approach ? I should be grateful if you would tell 
me whether you have during this conference tried to make contact 
with the Japanese delegation.

The representative of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (Original French) : Yes, yes, moreover, my speech is 
nearly at an end. I shall endeavour to be very brief.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : You may have 
one minute more.

The representative of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea (Original French) : I shall continue, yes .... .
The Japanese government should show itself to be sincere on the 
basis of Red Cross humanitarianism and principles in the negotia
tions between the Red Cross Societies of Korea and Japan which 
are at present taking place in Moscow. It should also agree to ex
tend without amendment the agreement in question. We believe we 
cannot remain indifferent to the utilization of the Red Cross 
humanitarian work and principles for a political aim. You have been 
shown the serious situation which has been created in the work of 
repatriation. To conclude I would express my conviction that the 
Red Cross Societies of the various countries and the peoples of the 
world who cherish justice, humanitarianism and the principles of 
the Red Cross will also give their active support to the work of
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repatriating Korean Nationals from Japan so that the operation may 
be carried on to the end in a satisfactory manner.

Mr. G-onard (Chairman) (Original French) ;
I thank the delegate of the Democratic People Republic of Korea 
and would point out to him that although the debate is closed, 
the Japanese delegation which has been criticized may take the 
floor. When I declared the debate closed, my attention was drawn 
to the fact that two other delegations had asked to speak, 
Nicaragua and the USSR. I give the floor to Mgr Chavez Nunez,

Mgr Chavez Nunez (Nicaragua) (Original Spanish) : 
I shall endeavour to be brief, in order to comply with the desire 
expressed by our distinguished chairman. First I would convey my 
gratitude for having had the undoubted honour of taking part in 
the Round Table meeting which took place on the twentyeighth on 
the important theme of peace. I was convinced that as we come 
from so many different parts of the world we would also find here 
very diverse opinions. Nevertheless, I believe that our conversa
tion or ventilation of ideas on this important topic has been 
somewhat lacking in seriousness. It is my impression that fear 
and timidity prevailed amongst us when discussing one of man's 
greatest treasures for the individual and the community. We all 
know, through moral principle, that both individual and collective 
values must have an initiator. Why then should the Red Cross not 
be the initiator of this so important and even supreme asset in 
the life of man ? What we have tried to do and the points covored 
in our conversations on peace might lead us into the danger of 
imitating nature or rather the phenomenon known as rain showers 
which are usually of little benefit. We might say that this 
logorrhoea and spate of good intentions within these four walls 
will also be of little benefit to the world today, not to men
tion that of tomorrow. I urge that we attack the subject with 
greater resolve, as so brilliantly advocated by our colleague and 
undoubted friend the representative and President of the Red Cross 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. We need will considered for
mulas for peace, that we may have the problems defined in order 
to reach solutions which, if not ideal, are at least acceptable 
and advantageous. Let us not ignore the fact that we are masters 
and owners of vast resources. The Red Cross does have immense 
prestige throughout the world and we shall not be so childish 
and thoughtless as to hoard our resources like precious trea
sures instead of using them at the right time. Why should we let 
people perish and die of hunger when we have the bread to give 
them sustenance and life. And that bread, we know, gentlemen, is 
peace. We must give, even if we have often to forgo many personal 
things and sacrifice our own collective interests...
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Time flies Monseigneur.

Mgr Chavez Nunez (Nicaragua) (Original Spanish) : 
I would just like to conclude hy saying that I would not like to 
leave Holland with the idea that it is a pretty country where we 
did not achieve what we came to discuss : peace and other impor
tant and fundamental matters for man's welfare.

Mr. Miterev (URSS) (Original English) :
I am very sorry that I cannot speak with the delegates directly 
but in spite of this fact I shall try to be very brief.
First of all I would like to give a very short historical comment 
as far as agreement between Japan and the People's Democratic 
Republic of Korea is concerned. I would like to emphasize that 
this agreement was signed with the assistance of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. This agreement was of great humanitarian 
and positive nature, a very important one. And secondly I would like 
to emphasize that the Japanese Red Cross and the National Red 
Cross Society of the People's Democratic Republic of Korea carried 
out a large and very important work, since certainly you can easi
ly understand how difficult it is too, really it is a difficult 
task to repatriate 100 000 people. And certainly there is a need 
to continue these operations both for the National Society of the 
Red Cross of Japan and for the National Red Cross Society of the 
People's Democratic Republic of Korea. That is why, Mr. Chairman, 
I ask you and the Praesidium to agree or to accept the appeal of 
the Delegation of the People's Democratic Republic of Korea and to 
ask the Japanese Red Cross to continue these operations as far as 
the agreement is concerned.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank you. Does the Japanese delegation wish to reply to the 
delegation of the Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea ? It does 
not seem to wish to do so, so the discussion is closed.

We are now faced with the following situation. 
Rumania, through President Moisesco, has submitted a draft reso
lution on questions we have discussed. I have not yet received it 
in writing and it is therefore debarred. According to the regula
tions it should have been delivered yesterday evening. In addition, 
the Yugoslav delegation yesterday evening tabled a draft resolution 
concerning the same subject, but withdrew it after discussing with 
our representatives, because the time limit had been exceeded. 
I should not like to discriminate in favour of the one or the 
other and if you share my opinion, we must either consider both 
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drafts, in spite of their non-compliance with the regulations, or 
neither. Do you agree ? Now I would ask you whether you wish to 
discuss the Rumanian and the Yugoslav proposals or neither. Those 
in favour of discussing both draft resolutions, please raise their 
hands.The opinion of the Council, after a vote which, I regret 
to say, was by no means numerous, is that we do not discuss these 
two draft resolutions.

Item 7 RELIEF WORK OF THE RED CROSS IN RELATION TO
PRESENT EVENTS

Mr. Gonard (President) (Original French) :
We shall now proceed with item 7 of the agenda : "Red Cross Re
lief Action in relation to current events". Is there any objection? 
If not, I shall very briefly - being myself subject to the rule 
of brevity which I instituted - introduce the questions we have 
now to approach. We are now coming to an important sector of pre
sent-day Red Cross activity, as we now deplore not only the wars in 
Vietnam and the Yemen, but also those in Nigeria and especially 
in the Near East. In Nigeria, as you know, the conflict is inter
nal and the International Committee of the Red Cross is doing its 
utmost, in spite of the difficulties of the situation, to provide 
the necessary assistance to the victims on both sides. In the Near 
East the conflict is international, between signatories to the 
Geneva Conventionswhich should be fully applied in the various 
phases of the crisis. Even before the outbreak of hostilities, 
I would emphasize, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
concerned at the growing tension in that part of the world, set 
up a network of delegates which is today still working full time for 
the benefit of prisoners of war, refugees and civilian populations 
in occupied territory. I made a point myself of going out there to 
every State directly affected by the crisis, in order to review 
the whole set-up organized by the Committee and to check its 
effectiveness. I was able to observe the constructive efforts of 
our 55 delegates to help the war victims and see that the authori
ties respect and apply the Conventions they have signed. In the per
formance of this large scale humanitarian action the ICRC received 
generous support from National Societies and a number of govern
ments anxious to make available the necessary funds and relief 
supplies. I wish to express from this rostrum the International 
Committee's gratitude. In addition, large direct consignments 
were sent by National Societies,thereby displaying their charita
ble spirit of co-operation. In order to deal with the problems of 
refugees and displaced persons, the International Committee and 
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the League have undertaken a combined operation with the co-ope
ration of National Societies in the countries concerned and the 
United Nations Office for Relief to Palestine Refugees. The Lea
gue representatives will no doubt inform us about the scope of 
the League's intervention, particularly for the benefit of Jor
danian refugees. A special effort was made by the international 
Committee of the Red Cross in favour of civilian populations in 
occupied territory, in keeping with the spirit of the Fourth
Geneva Convention. In the same part of the world, the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross has been carrying on its medi
cal action in the Yemen since 1963, for the war in that country 
has not yet come to an end. It is, however, to be hoped that the 
recent Khartoum agreement between the United Arab Republic and 
Saudi Arabia will finally enable that unhappy country to enjoy 
again the internal peace and stability it needs. In Veitnam, 
where a peaceful settlement so ardently desired by everybody is 
still not forthcoming, the Red Cross mission continues under 
difficult conditions, since it has unfortunately not been possible 
to balance the action in the South by corresponding action in 
the North as we would wish. Since the end of last year the League 
has assumed certain activities for the benefit of the many dis
placed persons and it will no doubt wish to give you information 
on this subject. As can be seen therefore, 1967 so unfortunately 
darkened by the continuation and also the outbreak of conflicts, 
has set the International Committee, the League and all Red Cross 
institutions heavy and delicate tasks.

To introduce the debate, I shall, with your per
mission, call on Mr. Roger Gallopin, Director-General of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, to give you a review 
of the salient points of the ICRC action in the Near East. 
After the discussion, I propose that, if time allows, we deal 
similarly, and even more briefly, with the work in the Yemen, 
Vietnam and Nigeria. Do you agree with this procedure of dis
cussions and expositions ? Then we shall begin with the Near 
East and I give the floor to Mr. Roger Gallopin, Director-General, 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Mr. Gallopin (ICRC) (Original French) :
In view of the rising tension in the Near East at the end of May, 
the ICRC took precautionary measures some ten days before the out
break of the conflict, by delegating representatives to Cairo, 
Tel Aviv, Amman, Beyrouth and Damascus.

War broke out on June 5. Forty-eight hours later 
the ICRC despatched to the Near East a white aeroplane bearing 
the Red Cross emblem. It flew 7 further delegates as well as 
several tons of medical supplies.
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By June 23, the ICRC strength in countries affected 
by the conflict, i.e. Israel, the U.A.R., Jordan, the Lebanon and 
Syria, was some thirty delegates, not counting locally recruited 
staff. Since then its strength in the area has been 30 to 35 repre
sentatives, including doctors and specialists in relief work, the 
tracing of missing persons and the handling of enquiries on be
half of families.

The ICRC's operating base was established at Ni
cosia (Cyprus), in a neutral country. Thence, the aircraft which 
the ICRC was permanently using in the region, could fly rapidly 
towards any spot where a mission was required. The ICRC delegate
general responsible for co-ordinating the over-all organization 
was based also in Nicosia.

The action undertaken by the ICRC was of course con
sistent with the 1949 Geneva Conventions, which are binding on 
all the countries involved in the war.

On the outbreak of hostilities the ICRC reminded 
the governments concerned that the Geneva Conventions lay down 
that wounded, sick, prisoners of war and civilians should be pro
tected and treated humanely, and also that medical establishments 
should be respected. The ICRC also urged the governments to for
ward to the Central Tracing Agency, operated by the ICRC in 
Geneva, all personal details on military personnel taken prisoner 
and on any civilians arrested or interned. It also pointed out that 
its delegations had been directed to organize, in concert with 
the National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, 
and the Magen David Adorn of Israel, relief to all victims of the 
war without discrimination.

It may be said that, in general, the Geneva Conven
tions were applied during this conflict and that the ICRC was able 
to fulfil its rôle as a neutral agent and intermediary. Belliger
ents did however lodge protests alleging breaches of the Con

ventions. As is consistent with established practice these protests 
were conveyed to the accused parties.

Wounded members of the armed forces
Brom the outset, emergency action for the benefit 

of war wounded was undertaken, first and foremost in the form of 
large consignments of blood plasma, dressing material and surgi
cal appliances flown by the ICRC and other special planes. 
Thanks to the generosity of many Red Cross and Red Crescent Na
tional Societies, which also sent out medical personnel, this 
action enabled numerous lives to be saved. After the cessation of 
hostilities various medical services took over and the ICRC withdrew 
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The problem of seriously wounded prisoners then 

monopolized the attention of the ICRC, which negotiated and saw 
to their repatriation. 260 seriously wounded troops were returned 
home by a dozen direct flights by ICRC aircraft from Tel Aviv to 
Cairo and Amman. These flights were the first link between these 
capitals. Wounded still in enemy hands are in no condition to be 
transported.

Prisoners of war
All prisoners of war camps have been and are being 

regular ly visited by ICRC delegates who watch that treatment is 
consistent with the provisions of the Geneva Conventions. If need 
be they request improvements.

The Central Tracing Agency has received lists of 
details on prisoners as and when a census was made in each place 
of detention. It forwarded the details to the government of the 
prisoners' own country.

The ICRC also provided transport, in its own air
craft, and via Nicosia, for mail between prisoners and their fa
milies and for relief parcels - both individual and collective - 
sent to prisoners from their own and other countries.

Several exchanges of prisoners of war have been 
effected, apart from the seriously wounded as mentioned above. 
There was a general exchange between Israel and Jordan, Israel 
and Lebanon and Israel and Syria. Some civilians were involved 
and exchanges were also made of some military dead. Negotiations 
are still going on to bring about a general exchange of prisoners 
between the U.A.R. and Israel.

A great number of Egyptian soldiers were in dis
tress in the Sinai peninsula, after the cease-fire. The ICRC imme
diately asked that its delegates be enabled to take part in the 
search and rescue operations undertaken by the Israel authorities. 
These operations were particularly difficult in view of the wide 
desert area over which the soldiers were dispersed. After recei
ving authorization, the ICRC delegates took an active part, ma
king sweeps by helicopter. Finally some 12 000 soldiers were able 
to return to their homeland.

Civilian populations
One of the ICRC's first concerns was to establish 

delegations in the territories under Israeli military control, in 
order to carry out its tasks and to supervise the implementation 
of humanitarian rules. After some time, it obtained permission to 
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send representatives to Jerusalem, Gaza and Kuneitra (Syria); 
they had full liberty of movement and visited the various sectors 
of each region.

Their first concern was to organize the forwarding 
of civilian messages between separated relatives, particularly 
refugees and their kin who remained where they were domiciled, 
prevented from corresponding by the war and its sequel. These 
messages are written on printed forms with spacefor a 25 word com
munication and a reply of equal length. So far about 200 000 
messages have been sent. Delivery was for a long time delayed 
and hindered - as movements of families were numerous - but it has 
since been speeded up and the system as a whole is functioning 
effectively, thanks to the help given by the National Societies 
concerned. In addition, in response to requests from residents 
outside these countries, the Central Tracing Agency in Geneva ins
tituted several thousand individual enquiries.

Concomitantly, the ICRC was faced with the problem 
of reuniting dispersed families in cases of particular distress. 
It was able to arrange transport of several hundred persons, parti
cularly children who had been separated from their parents.

In these same regions, the delegates are seeing to 
it that the fourth Geneva Conventions is implemented; this go
verns the relationship between the population of occupied territory 
and the occupying power. The implementation of this Convention 
should enable the population progressively to resume a normal 
economic and social life. To a limited extent, the ICRC partici
pates in the provision of relief. Its delegates bring to the 
attention of the authorities any situation which they find to be 
the cause of distress, for it is of course incumbent upon the 
occupying power to make sure that regions under its control are 
properly supplied.

The International Committee has also set up a 
system for the remittance of funds to the many inhabitants of 
occupied territories who, by reason of the war, have been deprived 
of allowances which their relatives in other countries had pre
viously sent them. Persons wishing to remit cash to recipients 
in territories under Israeli control may confide the money to the 
ICRC which arranges payment in local currency to the beneficiaries 
through the intermediary of a Swiss and an Israeli'bank.

ICRC delegates maintain contact with local Red Cres
cent committees in occupied territories and endeavour to help them.

Refugees
Military operations have resulted in an exodus of
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some 200 000 Jordanians, half of them refugees from the war of 
1948, who crossed to the Eastern bank of the Jordan, and about 
100 000 inhabitants of the Golan Heights in Syria who have made 
their way to Damascus and Deraa.

In view of the enormous needs of these refugees 
Red Cross relief action was necessary in addition to the work 
carried out by UNRWA (United Nations Relief and WorksAgency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East) which was already looking 
after the refugees from the 1948 war. On June 14 the ICRC appealed 
to all Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies, with necessa
ry information on the situation. On June 16, it reached an agree
ment with the League of Red Cross Societies under the terms of 
which the latter undertook co-ordination of relief in regions 
where refugees were on territory under the control of their own 
government (Jordan and Syria) whilst the ICRC undertook the same 
mission on occupied territories. The ICRC continued this work of 
co-ordination during the emergency phase until the League had made 
arrangements to take over.

Following this agreement, the League accredited a 
representative to the Lebanese Red Cross which had organized re
lief stocks in Beyrouth to which various commodities were arri
ving at first by plane and later by sea.During the initial emer
gency period, the Lebanese Red Cross financed and arranged trans
port by lorry of relief supplies to Syria and Jordan.

On July 8, as agreed, the League took over from 
the ICRC the Rod Cross relief action for refugees on the Eastern 
bank of the river Jordan.

The League, as yet, has no delegation in Syria 
where the ICRC is continuing to co-operate in the relief action 
assumed by the Red Crescent and the Syrian Government for the 
benefit of 100 000 refugees. In this sector some 400 tons of food
stuffs is provided each month and in addition tents, clothing and 
blankets have been supplied.

Since the outbreak of the conflict, the ICRC, for 
its part, has forwarded relief goods (foodstuffs, clothing, blankets, 
medical supplies, etc.) to a value of 5,800,000 Swiss francs. 
Contributions were received from a large number of National Socie
ties and from other donors.

After the emergency phase, there arose the major 
problem of refugees returning to their homes on the Western bank 
of the river Jordan. After prolonged and often delicate negotia
tions, the ICRC arranged for a number of meetings, under its aus
pices, of Israeli and Jordanian representatives on the river Jordan.
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An agreement was finally reached between the two 
States. It laid down that refugees wishing to return home would 
make application to do so on a form bearing the names of both States 
and that of the ICRC. They also had to prove their identity. Once 
approved by the Israeli authorities·,who thus retained a right to 
exercise control for security reasons, these forms gave the hold
ers authority to return across the Jordan with their families and 

belongings. operation was undertaken with active assistance
from the Jordan Red Crescent and the ICRC delegates. By August 31, 
about 15,000 persons had crossed over the Jordan to return to their 
homes. By the middle of August 7000 persons whose application had 
been approved by Israel had not been repatriated. When Israel deci
ded to set August 31 as the deadline for crossings, the ICRC appealed 
to the government in Tel Aviv to prolong the time-limit to allow 
the return of all who wished or at least of all those whose appli
cations had been approved. So far the Israeli Government has not 
conveyed its reply; the question therefore still occupies the 
ICRC's attention.

Jewish communities
When hostilities were still impending the situation 

of Jewish communities - foreigners, stateless persons or even nation
als - in Arab countries already gave rise to anxiety. The ICRC 
approached the governments concerned, underlining that the provi
sions of the Fourth Geneva Conventions should, at least by analogy, 
be applied to these persons as the measures which applied to them 
had been taken as a direct result of the war.

In countries where certain members of the Jewish 
communities were interned, the ICRC negotiated to obtain authority 
for its delegates to visit the internees and give them their assis
tance. In this manner, the ICRC delegate in Libya visited persons 
detained in camps and helped Israelis who were permitted to leave 
the country. On the other hand, although the United Arab Republic 
recently informed the ICRC, in reply to a number of requests, that 
ICRC delegates were authorized to visit interned stateless Israelis, 
the delegates have in fact not had access to internment centres. 
However, the detainees have been authorized to send news to their 
families and to receive relief through the ICRC delegation and the 
Egyptian Red Crescent.

Finance
The ICRC's action in the Near East, as summarized 

above, has involved it in expenditure which considerably exceeds 
its normal budget.

I
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~By August 31, ICRC expenditure amounted to 1,550,000 
Swiss francs. By contrast, its resources for this action were no 
more than 1,400,000 Swiss francs, provided by special donations for 
the relief action and an appropriation of cash donations to cover 
transport and distribution costs.

This deficit of Sw. fr. 150,000 at the end of August 
will be offset by a second special donation expected from the 
Government of the United States of America.

Expenses from September onwards are estimated to be 
Sw. fr. 350,000 monthly, not including the use of a small aeroplane 
for liaison and co-ordination among delegations, which will itself 
amount to Sw. fr. 120,000 per month. It is for that reason that the 
International Committee has today sent a pressing appeal to all 
National Societies requesting them to provide, if need be with the 
help of their governments, the necessary funds for the continua
tion of this essential work. In this appeal, the International 
Committee described its various projects for the next three months 
and gave an estimate of expected outlay. This will enable National 
Societies to draw their own conclusions on the extent of the needs 
prevailing. jqrc will therefore be grateful to all National
Societies and their governments for their favourable consideration 
to the appeal, so that the Committee's work in the Near East may 
continue as long as it is necessary.

Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Thank you Mr, Gallopin. I now ask whether a representative from 
the League wishes to explain that institution's activity in the 
same sector. Mr. Beer, Secretary General of the League ?

Mr. Beer (LRCS) (Original French) :
Mr. Chairman, I shall be brief because National Society delegates 
present have been able to find in the reports which the League 
presented to the Board of Governors details of the League's re
lief work. I shall now only mention certain activities in which 
the ICRC is also interested, but not the actions after natural di
sasters which are already reviewed in the League's special reports. 
Mr. Gallopin has already mentioned several things : our co-opera
tion, the agreements signed, etc. So there is no need for me to 
repeat what has been said. I am of course in agreement with what 
was said on the official conditions of our co-operation which has 
been most pleasant, and it is a special pleasure for me here to 
thank also the delegates who have co-operated closely in the 
field, and I am pleased to see one of these head delegates here, 
Mr. Gaillard.
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With regard to actions of common interest, I would mention that 
we still co-operate with the High Commissioner for Refugees in 
various actions for the benefit of refugees in countries of Africa. 
This is a difficult work, but necessary, and I wish to thank the 
National Societies who co-operate with us in the field. We have 
taken advantage of these meetings here to work out plans for future 
action in Africa.

With regard to Vietnam, I shall mention our work 
in South-Vietnam and also our assistance to North-Vietnam.
The value of donations sent to South Vietnam amounts to four mil
lion Swiss francs. The main aim of our work there is to assist 
the National Society in its mission for the benefit of the civi
lian population, particularly displaced persons. Our delegation 
there was small in size, never exceeding more than ten regional 
delegates, male and female nurses, and I would make a point of 
thanking those countries which made this personnel available. 
Their activities consisted in the main - as part of our development 
work - of assisting the National Society, and strengthening it 
to enable it to carry out its national work. What our personnel 
has done and is continuing to do in that country is to set up 
milk distribution centres, to provide medical facilities, under
take certain medico-social actions urgently required and to train, 
by means of a seminar and individual tuition, the personnel of the 
Vietnamese Red Cross. In this manner, we have reached tens of 
thousands of persons, but the important thing is to carry out, 
in the Red Cross spirit, a national and lasting work. For North- 
Vietnam, we have received help from about ten National Societies. 
At their request and on the basis of lists supplied by the Na
tional Society of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, we have 
sent medical supplies for the hospitals and for the National 
Society’s socio-medical work. We express our thanks not only to 
the donors but also to the Soviet Red Cross, which assisted by 
arranging transport. We wish to continue this work with the re
sources available to us.

Now, we come to our work in the Near-East. I shall 
not repeat what Mr. Gallopin said, but I would like to underline 
something he mentioned, that is, the Lebanese Red Cross's enormous 
efforts as the channel for all the donations and all the work, 
especially at the beginning of this action, when the Lebanese 
Society was almost alone in performing this extremely technically 
difficult work. I would also like to express thanks here to the 
Lebanese Red Cross for its excellent work which has enhanced the 
reputation of the Red Cross at this difficult time. As the ICRC 
representative stated, work has been carried out here, it may be 
said, at two levels. The problems were discussed in Geneva, agree
ments drawn up, daily contacts were made to work out arrangements, 
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but at the same time the situation changed so rapidly that methods 
of co-operation and the division of work mentioned by our Chairman 
and by Mr. Gallopin were also dependent on the situation in the 
field. And it was for that reason, I think, that leaving it to 
our head official on the spot to decide at what moment the league 
should begin its work for the refugees in Jordan and Syria was 
a wise solution. I would also add that all this was done, of 
course, in close co-operation with the Nation Societies on the 
spot which had to face up to enormous difficulties, demanding 
efforts which far exceeded their resources in staff, material, 
stores, etc. It is only natural that outside observers were able 
to tell the international organisations of the Red Cross that 
everything was not well during the early days; that there were 
difficulties. It was natural that this should happen when im
mense problems suddenly arise, huge stocks have to be received, 
and distributions have to be organised before the governments 
have appointed authorities responsible for the refugees and de
cided how to provide for their welfare. Therefore I also wish 
to thank National Societies for their efforts in close co-ope
ration with the League and - I am aware - the ICRC.

I wish to mention that for refugees, particularly 
in Jordan, we have extremely valuable assistance from some forty 
National Societies. It is very difficult to estimate the value of 
all their assistance, but we have put it tentatively at about 15 
million Swiss francs. This is a conservative estimate based on 
facts and figures available to us. I must add a few words concer
ning Jordan. The first great problem was that stocks were arri
ving so rapidly and in such quantities that the first thing to 
be done was to find out what was sent by National Societies, 
organize the stocks, draw up an inventory of what was in the 
warehouses. When this was done, distribution plans were drawn up 
and a scheme worked out to put the plans into effect. This was 
done by the Jordan Red Crescent with League assistance and I 
thank the National Societies which offered their services for 
this work. As you know from our reports, it was the milk centres 
in refugee camps which were the special responsibility of the 
Red Crescent as was also, of course, the distribution of tents, 
blankets and other things available. And as Mr. Gallopin has al
ready said, in view of the special conditions prevailing in 
Syria, the work in that country was supervised by ICRC delegates who 
had acquired and maintained a special position which was an important 
factor in the success of this action. But mention must also be 
made of certain circumstances which must be discussed as a whole 
here, for we must avoid speaking only of successes of the past. 
We can very well discuss also the possibilities of going faster 
than heretofore. This involves something in the nature of self- 
criticism, but we have come here prepared for that. Another thing 
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which is important and must be discussed is the need for disci
pline among donors. It is mostly non-Red Cross donors who have sent 
goods in large quantities without advising the beneficiaries 
beforehand and thus adding to the difficulties because they did 
not know what was really needed. But even some National Red Cross 
Societies, with the best of intentions, were so eager to send 
their donations quickly that they did not advised the National 
Societies concerned, the ICRC, or the league . This made distri
bution sometimes difficult to organize. In a situation such as 
that prevailing in the Near East, we must also know when needs 
cease. For example, after a relatively short time, ICRC and League 
delegates were able to say that there was no longer any need to 
send medical products. But no little time was required for this 
information to reach donors, and many medical supplies were received 
even after the announcement was made.

Whilst warmly thanking donors, I would speak of 
these circumstances because it is our aim, through such discus
sions, to improve our preparedness and equipment for these di
sasters which unfortunately can recur.

I shall now say a few words on what we plan to do, 
primarily to be at the disposal of our sister societies. For the 
Jordan Red Crescent, we have already been asked to prolong tech
nical assistance for storage and distribution. We wish to give 
this assistance- We are discussing with our Jordanian and Syrian 
colleagues a form of assistance which will not be direct to 
refugees, but will rather be technical assistance for the develop
ment of these Societies. And we fully share the ICRC's hopes that 
equitable solutions, humanitarian and lasting, can be found for 
these refugee problems. We have one fear : we want never to co
operate in mediocre or temporary actions which would result in 
the rise of "career refugeeism".There is a great danger of this. 
We must all work, and urge governments to do likewise, to seek 
permanent solutions to the situation of the Palestine refugees.

I would conclude by thanking again all donors who 
have made this action possible through their valuable efforts, and 
the National Societies on the spot which have done everything 
possible to carry out donors' wishes.

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank Mr. Beer for his extremely objective clarification, and 
I think that having now heard Mr. Callopin and Mr. Beer, you have 
a fairly accurate picture of the situation, especially as neither 
concealed the shortcomings of our actions. Mr. Barroso and I 
are aware of these, and we have decided to examine, in the light 
of all recent experience in the Near East, how to improve co
operation wherever there is fighting. Mr. Beer with his usual 
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courtesy has pointed out the presence among us of the Inter
national Committee's delegate general to the Near East, Mr. Gaillard, 
and mentioned also his excellent work. I shall not lag behind, as 
the occasion is given to me to point out the presence here of 
Mr. Robert-Tissot, whom I recently met in Jordan, where he was 
on the best of terms with both our delegates and the authorities. 
And there you have genuine proof of this co-operation which pre
vails between the League and the Committee, even if, at times, 
there are imperfections which we do not deny. I would like again 
to associate whole-heartedly with the remarks made by Mr. Beer 
and Mr. Gallopin on the National Societies' activities in these 
countries of the Near East which have been directly or remotely 
affected by the war. We have seen truly magnificent work there 
carried out with total dedication for the benefit of the victims. 
And of course I also associate, as does the ICRC also, with the 
thanks we owe to the generous donors who have sent to these un
fortunate lands troubled by the events of which you are aware, 
relief supplies of all kinds which have been extremely useful.

With regard to the continuation of our proceed
ings, you have received two draft resolutions. One of these is 

from Pakistan, the other is from Ireland. Both concern refugee 
repatriation. And I believe that in all the problems which have 
been broached to day in connection with the Near East, it is the 
refugee problem which is of the greatest concern. I therefore sug
gest we now deal with this problem and, if you agree, that I give 
the floor first to the representative of Pakistan, and then to 
the representative of Ireland so that they may briefly comment 
on their draft resolutions, the discussion of which I shall then 
open. Do you agree ? It seems that you do. I thank you. The dele
gate from Pakistan has the floor.

Lady Noon (Pakistan) (Original English) : 
First of all let me thank you for allowing us to table this 
Resolution here in the Council of Delegates. Before I do that I 
wish to congratulate the ICRC for the absolutely splendid work 
that they were able to do in the Near East, and also the League 
of Red Cross Societies. Hearing a report of this nature really 
makes one very proud to belong to the Red Cross world.

I shall be very brief. You have before you a very 
simple and a very brief Resolution and as you have heard just 
now from M. Gallopin, the ICRC is already in contact with the 
Governments concerned to see exactly this very Resolution fulfil
led and so I hope that you will all consider this Resolution to 
come from the Council of Delegates, which is the highest forum 
of the Red Cross world. We are dealing with a very specific 
problem. We just say that we wish the authorities concerned to 
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permit and to allow enough time for those refugees who wish to 
do so - I wish to emphasize that you read this very carefully, 
it is : "who wish to do so" to return to the West hank of the 
Jordan. As you know, in principle all this has already been con
ceded. Unfortunately, the time was short and actually the time
limit was over on the 31st, and we only ask for the extension of 
this time-limit and we are convinced that such an action will 
warm!y be welcomed by everybody in the Red Cross world and other
wise also. We have heard from Mr. Beer that we do not want to 
create professional refugees and that is one kind of action that 
will help to alleviate this danger, because if nobody is allowed 
to return to their homes and allowed to work, again we shall have 
the problem of refugees probably for all times to come and more 
of them. So I very much hope that our delegates here will concur 
and will consider this Draft Resolution and pass it.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Thank you Lady Noon. I would like to point out that there is an 
important error in the first paragraph. Your text reads ^'serious
ly concerned with the refugee problem in the Near East, the Board 
of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies...". This 
should be reworded "The Council of Delegates" because it was at 
our meeting that you presented it. Do you agree ? Then kindly cor
rect this material error in the first paragraph to read : 
"Seriously concerned by the refugee problem in the Near East, 
the Council of Delegates, meeting at The Hague in September, in
vites etc..."

Mrs. Tom Barry (Ireland) (Original English) : 
Please allow me to thank you, as the leader of the Delegation from 
Ireland, for allowing me to put this Resolution to the Conference. 
As the previous speaker has done in presenting her Resolution, I 
would like to compliment the ICRC and the League for the work the 
two groups have done in connection with the refugees in the Near 
East. Now this Resolution for your consideration, and we ask for 
its acceptance, regarding the reintegration of families in their 
own homes, especially those disturbed during conflicts since our 
conference in Vienna. The Resolution as circulated, is couched in 
the very simplest of language and is really self-explanatory 
and does not need amplification or explanation from me. The first 
three paragraphs are really only recollections of past actions 
of earlier conferences. Paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 arc the kernels of 
our request. Even the context of these paragraphs have been past 
in many resolutions before, particularly those urging us either 
as individuals or as representatives of National Societies to 
assist in the education of our people and indeed often in the 
education of our Governments, on the principles involved in the
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Geneva Conventions and their application. In our previous resolu
tions the call was made from us as individuals at the Conferences. 
This time I feel it should go from the full floor of this Con
ference, especially on the suggestion on the re-integration of 
families. By doing this it would indicate to all Governments that 
we cannot accept the disintegration of families and homes resul
ting in the mass exodus of people as refugees. Almost all com
munity and national peace is dependent on a cohesion of happy 
families in happy homes and these are the basis of national peace 
and so of international peace. After the 1914-1918, 1939-1945 
wars, years were spent by Governments and Red Cross Societies in 
re-integrating families and homes again. And the work is still 
being done in this field by the National Societies, by the ICRC 
and by the league, especially in the Middle East. Now as urged 
in Resolution No 10 of the 20th International Conference let us, 
and I quote the Resolution or part of it,redouble our efforts 
with a view to the universal and scrupulous application in a 
spirit of humanity of the Geneva Conventions, in all armed con
flicts - the end of the quotation, and I think that, if this is 
accepted, it will mean not so much immediate attention to the 
prevention of chasing people from their homes and developing re
fugee problems. If this is dealt with on a permanent basis and 
accepted by Governments on a permanent basis for the future, we 
shall never, I hope, have another group of refugees from one 
country to another«

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank Mrs« Tom Barry for explaining the draft resolution sub
mitted by the delegation of Ireland.

You will have observed the similarity between 
the Pakistan and the Irish draft resolutions on the same subject. 
Both have excellent ideas and I wonder if they could not be mer
ged so that the Council of Delegates will not be faced with ha
ving to accept simultaneously two almost identical texts with which 
we are probably in agreement.

This would be rather inconvenient and I would 
first ask whether anyone wishes to speak on these two draft re
solutions ? Switzerland, Algeria and Jordan. After these speakers, 
the debate will be closed. I give the floor first to the Swiss 
delegation.

Mr. Haug (Switzerland) (Original French) :
With reference to the draft resolution submitted by the Irish 
Red Cross, the Swiss Red Cross would like to make a general re
mark. Red Cross meetings should avoid adopting resolutions which 
are practically mere repetition of resolutions adopted earlier, 
either by International Conferences of the Red Cross, or by the 
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Council of Delegates or again by the Board of Governors. The 
Irish text before us, in our opinion, introduces nothing new, 
except in paragraph 5, and in our opinion it is even dangerous to 
recall again the obligation of States to apply the Genava Conven
tions, as this obligation is the very basis of these international 
treaties. In principle , we approve the fifth paragraph of the 
Irish draft resolution calling on the authorities to facilitate 
the return and reintegration of all persons who left their homes 
and desire to return to them, but we believe the clause should 
be made more precise. It must state exactly what is involved, 
that is to say, refugees in the Near East. That is why we would 
prefer the draft resolution submitted by the Pakistan Red Cross 
because this does not repeat observations and statements made 
at earlier meetings, but contains something new. We would merely 
suggest changing the second paragraph of the Pakistan Red Cross 
proposal, by deleting the words "on the West bank of the Jordan", 
The effect of this deletion would be to extend the scope of the 
Resolution to all categories of refugees in the Near East, inclu
ding the many in Syria.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank the representative of the Swiss Red Cross. The representa
tive of the Algerian Red Crescent has the floor.

Mr, Belaouane (Algeria) (Original French) :
I wish to conjure up to this meeting the painful spectacle of the 
refugee problem. I was one of the people who the day after war 
broke out was in the Middle East and I was able to visit refugees 
in Jordan and Syria. I was able to appreciate the effective work 
carried out by the ICRC. I have lived with you, with them, through 
their difficulties so that I am perhaps well placed to speak on 
the subject and to pay them tribute in public. I would like to 
make good an omission made by Mr. Gonard when he said that Mr. 
Robert-Tissot travelled throughout the desert of Jordan. It is 
quite true. I saw him at work, but at his side there was also 
the vice-president of the Algerian Red Crescent, Mr. El-Kechai, 
whose work has been highly appreciated in these regions.

With regard to the draft resolutions which have 
been submitted, the Algerian delegation is embarrassed as to 
which of the two to choose, for both spring from a humanitarian 
spirit and desire to settle this tragic problem in a humanita
rian manner. However, we should not forget that despite all consi
derations, we must first ensure respect for principles. Thus, 
in the name of those principles, the Algerian preference goes 
to the resolution submitted by the Irish Red Cross. It is objec
tive, quotes texts, refers to conventions and breaches of these 
Conventions. These conventions have been infringed many times and 
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only today I read in the French newspaper "Le Monde" that at the 
present time the consciences even of children are being violated 
by the imposition of a type of education and instruction which 
is not consistent with their vocation or their history. So far as 
the draft resolution submitted by the Irish Red Cross is concerned, 
I would like to illustrate it by examples. A human example, for all 
of you must certainly be sensitive where children are concerned. 
At the present time, there are detained in Israel 42 Algerian 
students. The youngest is 12 years old. There are about a dozen 
of them who are minors. I have observed, when turning the pages 
of the Geneva Conventions, 8 articles which, in respect of these 
students, have been violated. First, there is article 49 which 
says that an occupying power is not authorised to transfer any 
person of any nationality whatsoever to its own territory. Yet 
these college students who were at Nablus have been transferred 
and are today, as the ICRC can confirm, in Israeli territory. This 
is a flagrant breach of article 49 of the fourth Convention. The 
right of these students, their right as minors, as children more 
accustomed to studying grammar than international law or any 
legislative texts. These students are today detained, I have been 
told, like common law criminals and do not always receive the 
treatment their age demands.

Ladies and gentlemen, if we sincerely wish for 
genuine stability and peace in this troubled world, we must defend 
our principles. We must see to it that the texts we draw up, the 
Conventions ratified by governments, are not violated. That is 
why, in the name of the Algerian delegation, I heartily applaud 
the courage of the Irish Red Cross which has raised the problem 
and placed it in its proper perspective, and I am sure that all 
of you will support it with your votes.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank the Algerian delegate and give the floor to the head of 
the Jordan delegation. We shall then hear the delegation from 
Saudi Arabia after which we shall have tea break.

Mr. Zehni (Jordan Red Crescent) (Original French) : 
The Jordan delegation supports the draft resolution submitted by 
the Irish delegation because,in our opinion, that resolution not 
only serves the Jordanian cause, but also the cause of refugees 
throughout the world. In addition, it serves the cause of peace 
which we all seek. But allow me to add a few words because as you 
know I have lived through those very incidents. The problem of 
our refugees is a special problem. In the space of two hours, the 
country was split in two. There were people with children and 
families in Amman working in Jerusalem. There were many who left 
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their office in the morning at 8 o'clock, and at midday found 
themselves in one sector and their families in another sector. 
I already spoke on this yesterday and mentioned that, with the 
co-operation of the league and the International Committee, to 
which we are extremely grateful, we reached an agreement with the 
authorities in the other part of the country for the repatriation 
of refugees. Repatriation was accepted in principle; what we now 
ask is not to put a time-limit to this repatriation, beauso per
haps in three weeks time people will be too afraid to return to 
their homes, wondering whether they will come to any harm, 
whether they will be able to continue living there. These refu
gees must have time to recover their composure, to be convinced 
that they may return home to live under the protection of a pro
tecting power or of the International Committee. So, what we now 
ask is not an extension, because once you adopt a principle you 
must not say you adopt it for three weeks only, or any other pe
riod. That is why I urge sister societies to adopt both resolutions 
if possible and I give the preference to the Pakistan Resolution.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
The last speaker, the delegate from Saaudi Arabia, has the floor.

Mr. Al-Mudarres (Saaudi Arabia) (Original English):
With regard to the question of extending permission for emi
grants to return to their homes on the West bank of the river 
Jordan as contained in the Pakistan draft Resolution, of which 
we are warmly in favour, the ICRC and the Governments parties to 
the Geneva Conventions, have to ensure these and good treatments 
to these people on their return. The problem will not be settled 
if they are going to be gravely and brutally treated compelling 
them to leave their homes again. Therefore this should be consi
dered together with the efforts for prolonging the duration for 
the emigrants. We also request the ICRC to observe these actions 
and facilitate them and raise any sort of obstacles and hin
drances which might be created.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
I thank the Saaudi Arabia delegate. I shall now adjourn the 
meeting for twenty minutes, and ask you to go, I think, to the 
basement where tea has been prepared for you.

The meeting resumed at 5.10 p.m.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
The problem facing us now concerns these two parallel draft re
solutions which I mentioned to you a short while ago and we notice 
that each has its supporters, which does not simplify matters. 
The discussion is not yet closed on these resolutions, and I now 
ask whether anybody else wishes to speak.

Mr. Patrnogic - I have taken note; Mr. Darwiche 
first and Mr. Elaydouni. Then I give the floor to Mr, Darwiche; 
but I would remind you, Sir, that we are concerned with the re
solutions .

Mr. Darwiche (Syria) (Original French) :
It is a great honour for me to speak at this meeting attended by 
outstanding Red Cross people from the four corners of the globe 
to discuss ways and means of achieving the objective they have 
set themselves, namely the alleviation of human suffering. 
At the same time it grieves me to have to speak to you of the 
distress of tens of thousands of my civilian compatriots who, 
in spite of the spirit and the letter of the Fourth Geneva Con
vention of 1949, and, in fact, in spite of all human values, are 
suffering the painful consequences of the exodus which followed 
the June war in the Middle East. Our tragedy is twofold, for 
in this region of the world we still suffer the calamity of more 
than one and a half million Palestine refugees who were expelled 
from their country in 1948. Now this vast number of human beings 
has been increased by over 300,000 more refugees chased from their 
homes during the last three months. All these people, citizens in
nocent of any harm, have to suffer the hardship of exile.
Following on this conflict of last June, an area of approximately 
625 square miles of Syrian territory was occupied. Before that 
event, more than 127,000 Syrians, including 10,000 Palestine 
refugees, were living in this region. A few days after the invasion, 
thousands of these peaceful inhabitants were forced to flee from 
their homes to other parts of Syria under the most inhuman con
ditions. According to the latest governement estimate, 116,300 of 
these civilians are now refugees, living in schools, mosques, 
churches and other public buildings in various villages and towns 
in Syria. Worst still, in a letter dated 9 August 1967 to the 
ICRC representatives, the occupying power admitted the presence 
of only 235 people, out of the total population, on the occupied 
territory. This means that the fate of more than 10,000 Syrians 
is unknown. What caused this great exodus of civilians in such 
a short time ? The occupation authorities give a very simple 
reason. Either they left their homes of their own free will or 
they were persuaded to leave. But no one normally chooses of his 
own free will to walk away from his land and possessions under 
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distressful conditions for tens of miles, barefoot, hungry and 
thirsty. There must be serious reasons and intolerable circums
tances for them to take fright and hurry to seek asylum else
where. Moreover, no sane-thinking man will believe that a whole 
population would abandon all it possesses because it was persua
ded to do so. This is a fallacious distortion of the truth. It is 
not merely persuasion which will induce a civilised man to accept 
the arguments of the occupying authorities. In other words, 
"persuaded to leave" must be construed quite differently from its 
normal acceptation.That is the simple truth and I intend to prove 
it. But before continuing this point I would draw attention to 
some provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention. First, according 
to article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention , the occupying 
power shall not deport or forcibly transfer civilian population 
for any reason whatsoever. The second paragraph of this same ar
ticle permits evacuation of occupied areas if the safety of the 
population makes it necessary, provided the population evacuated 
is returned home as soon as hostilities in the sector have fi
nished. Secondly, occupation forces may not evade their duty un
der the Convention on the pretext of wrongs committed by the 
armed forces on the battle-field, for article 29 of the Convention 
explicitly provides that the party to the conflict in whose hands 
protected persons may be is responsible for the treatment accorded 
to them by its agents. And now allow me to give you the real rea
son for this exodus of Syrian civilians from their homeland. 
It is an established fact that the invasion of Syria was due to 
air-raids. Fighter aircraft and bombers regularly carried out raids 
round-the-clock without making any discremination between military 
and civilian objectives on the whole Syrian front. And I specify 
the front. This is contrary to article 25 of The Hague Regulation. 
A number of towns and villages were directly affected. All sorts 
of destructive and illegal bombs were employed, including napalm 
bombs and antipersonnel bombs, a flagrant breach of articles 22 and 
25 of The Hague Regulation and contrary to the four principles 
of Resolution 28 of the International Conference of the Red Cross 
at Vienna. Under such terrifying conditions,it is useless to 
pretend that the civilians who abandoned their homes did so of 
their own fi®e will. In fact they were forced to leave. In any 
case most of the inhabitants stayed within the limits of the oc
cupied territory until the arrival of the occupation army. 
Then, what the occupying authorities call "persuasion" was sys
tematically used without mercy and to the full. I shall give you 
two examples only of the "persuasion" used. In the village of 
Trichnia the occupation forces surrounded some fifteen houses 
and ordered the inhabitants to leave within 15 minutes. The in
habitants pleaded for a longer time in view of the difficulties 
they were in because they had to care for the wounded civilians 
among them. Their request was refused and they were immediately 
deported, having to leave behind their possessions and their 
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wounded. Such an act is clearly contrary to articles 27,51,32 
and 49 of the Fourth Convention. I shall give a second example. 
Four whole villages were completely destroyed several days after 
the fighting and the inhabitants were chased. This is contrary 
to articles 49 and 55 of the Fourth Convention which prohibit the 
destruction of real or personal property.. .

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Mr. Darwiche I must ask you to conclude. You are not speaking 
about the resolutions : I cannot therefore give you extra time,

Mr. Darwiche (Syria) (Original French):
Just one minute please. We are still receiving refugees in Syria, 
even though more than two months have passed since the cease-fire. 
To my knowledge, the last refugees arrived in Damascus on August 
10 and presented a petition to the ICRC delegation there, in 
which they affirmed that they had been forced to leave their 
homes after having been treated brutally, after having their 
possessions pillaged, and after having been forced to sign a 
paper to the effect that they had taken all that belonged to 
them, just as many other refugees were forced to do.

What I wish to ask the ICRC is to take the 
necessary measures to elucidate the truth. We want truth to come 
to the light of day, to the knowledge of the whole world. 
For that is the best way of serving the cause of humanity and 
peace. It was the great humanist Erasmus who once said : "Make 
light within and the shadows will disperse". The refugees live 
in the shadows and they have need of light. We would also ask 
this honouralbe assembly which,we are sure, represents the 
conscience of mankind, to approve the Irish Resolution inviting 
the occupying power to permit immediately the return of our 
compatriots to their homes and to guarantee them the safety and 
protection which is their due under the Geneva Conventions and 
other humanitarian principles. Finally, we take it upon our
selves to express all our gratitude to the ICRC for the remar
kable work it has done and continues to do in our country, and 
also for the unparalled dedication of its delegates in Damascus 
in discharging their mission.In addition, we are profoundly 
grateful to the League of Red Cross Societies and to National 
Societies for the inestimable assistance granted to the Syrian 
Red Crescent for the benefit of refugees. And we sincerely hope 
that thanks to your effective intervention the refugees will soon 
be able to return home. Thank you Mr. President.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Thank you. I give the floor to Mr. Patrnogic of the Yugoslav 
delegation.

Mr. Patrnogic (Yugoslavia) (Original French) : 
The Yugoslav delegation suggests the draft submitted by the Irish 
Red Cross be the basis for a more concrete resolution to be 
drafted by a committee or by you Mr. Chairman in co-operation 
with your staff. We feci we are obliged to remind all authorities 
of the international duties, in other words, the humanitarian 
duties. We arc entitled to ask all governments to respect and 
apply the humanitarian regulations embodied in the Geneva Con
ventions.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
Thank you. Mr. Elaydouni, Head of the Moroccan delegation, has the 
floor.

Mr. Elaydouni (Morocco) (Original French) : 
I thank you for having given me the floor Mr. Chairman, when 
the agenda has been largely dealt with and time is passing. 
But we have studied very attentively and listened, with conside
rable interest to the various remarks which were just made by 
the delegation of Algeria, Switzerland, Jordan, Saaudi Arabia, 
Syria and Yugoslavia on the two draft resolutions which have 
been submitted. In a purely objective and Red Cross spirit, in 
view of the importance of the problem raised and submitted to us, 
and considering the urgent need to find a just and human solu
tion, my delegation and I hope the authors of those two draft 
resolutions will come to an agreement on a single text. In our 
opinion such a text should cover all refugees and in this way 
it would be supported unanimously.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) ; 
Lady Noon has asked for the floor, and she is the last person to 
speak.

Lady Noon(Pakistan) (Original English) : 
Thank you very much for letting me say something again. I am in 
spirit in full agreement with the Resolution that has been ta
bled by the Delegation of Ireland, because it is a resolution 
there cannot be any argument about. The difference between 
these two resolutions is that our resolution is a specific one 
and the principles underlying that resolution have already been 
conceded. The ICRC has been granted the repatriation of refugees 
from one side of the bank of Jordan to the other. Therefore the 
point we only wish to make is that the mechanics have broken 
down and we wish for the prolongation of time or for the re
admission of the principle to be applied. Therefore, I would 
very much urge you, Mr. President, if we could have both reso
lutions, because both resolutions are in the same direction,but 
still are' very different, but I do agree with the remarks made 
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by the Swiss delegate that it should also include other refugees in 
the Middle East and I think this can easily be accomplished if we add 
that enough time be allowed for those refugees who wish to do so to 
return to their homes, in particular, those who come from the West 
bank of the Jordan, because, I feel we feel that refugees from the 
West of the Jordan should be mentioned in particular.

Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Thank you Lady Noon. We,have before us two draft resolutions each 
of which has its own supporters. The Yugoslav delegate, like the head 
of the Moroccan delegation, is of the opinion, as I was myself at the 
beginning of this discussion, that a joint solution should be sought. 
This would of course be extremely favourable as in fact no one is 
opposed to either of these proposals and if they were put to the vote 
there is a good chance that they would both be accepted. Vis à vis 
the public and our Societies, however, I think it would be preferable 
to attempt to unify these resolutions I therefore suggest that we 
now ask the representatives of the Irish and Pakistani delegations 
to get together. As they would need a chairman, would the Swedish 
delegation agree to take the chair at their discussion ?

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 
The Swedish delegation agrees. Thank you. Perhaps Mr. Gaillard, 
ICRC delegate general, who has just returned from the Near East, 
could join this small commission, He knows the situation there. Do 
you agree to this attempt made being ? Within the next twenty to 
thirty minutes, the commission will have to return with a joint text, 
otherwise I shall be obliged to put both resolutions to the vote. 
I suggest that whilst this commission is working we proceed to the 
discussion on Vietnam. Do you agree ? Lord Inchyra has asked for the 
floor.

Lord Inchyra (Great Britain) (Original English) : 
A very small thing Mr. President. Do you think that when this small 
Committee meets it could pay some attention to the drafting, par
ticularly of the Irish resolution because there are one or two 
phrases in it which I don't think we really ought to accept. The last 
phrase, for example, talks about National Societies' being asked to 
ensure the strict application of the Conventions. With the best will 
in the world National Societies cannot; it is a matter for governments. 
Secondly there is a phrase in the middle where it talks about the 
return and re-integration of all people who for different reasons 
have left their homes. That's much too vague; it is the reasons, 
different reasons, connected with the conflict. As it is drafted it is 
far too wide and I would ask, therefore, that when the Committee 
meets it should pay particular attention to drafting this in a form 
which won't raise little questions like these later on.
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Mr» Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) :
Thank you Lord Inchyra. That is no doubt the desire of the two dele
gations and of the Swedish delegation which will take the chair.
1 therefore ask the representatives of these delegations to get 
together and start their work. There are rooms available upstairs. 
And now I give the floor, as you approved, to Mr. Gallopin, so that 
he may brief you on what we have done in Vietnam in conjunction with 
the League and what we intend to do in the future.

Mr. Gallopin (ICRC) (Original French) : 
The International Committee's activities in Vietnam continued without 
interruption since the last International Conference in Vienna. In 
the South, the Republic of Vietnam, we still have a delegation whose 
general mission, consistent with the Geneva Conventions, is to vi
sit places of detention : screening-centres to which prisoners are 
first sent after capture by the Vietnamese, American or Korean forces; 
and prisoner of war camps, the inmates of which have been granted 
prisoner of war status. Internment centres or prisons in which civi
lian detainees are held after arrest in connection with the events 
are also visited by our delegation.

Lists of prisoners of war have been delivered to 
us by the South Vietnam authorities, but it has not so far been 
possible to forward them to the prisoners' own national authorities. 
The Committee must also co-operate in operations for the release of 
seriously wounded and sick prisoners which the American and South 
Vietnamese forces have declared themselves prepared to repatriate. 
In addition, the International Committee delegation in Saigon has 
organised relief actions of limited scope with a view to helping 
the war disabled and war orphans. In the North, the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, the ICRC has still not been able to set up a 
delegation or even to visit the North Vietnamese Red Cross, in spite 
of its many requests which, so far, have been turned down. If we 
would find an explanation for this, we must, I think, seek it in the 
fact that the Government in Hanoi, on many occasions, has declared 
that it does not consider itself at war with the United States.
It therefore concludes that the Geneva Conventions are not applicable 
and consequently American prisoners of war cannot claim the protection 
of those Conventions. The International Committee does not of course 
share this point of view and has said so often, arguing that article
2 of the Geneva Conventions provides that they are applicable im
mediately hostile activities between countries occur, whether war 
has been formally declared or not. Consequently, the ICRC considers 
that American prisoners of war are entitled to claim protection under 
the Geneva Conventions and the Committee has continued its efforts
to obtain that protection for them. In the absence of authority 
to visit these American prisoners of war in North Vietnam, the 
International Committee has asked for at least a list of their 
names and permission for them to correspond with and receive parcels 
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from their families. The North Vietnamese authorities have not so 
far replied. In the absence of a protecting power, the International 
Committee has been required to convey to Hanoi various protests 
from the American government against the subjection of American 
prisoners in a state of complete exhaustion to public curiosity. 
I would also mention that the ICRC has received many protests 
from North Vietnam against the air-raids on North-Vietnam which 
were said to have damaged hospitals, leper-colonies and pagodas, 
and caused many civilian victims. The US Sxate Department, to which 
the International Committee forwarded these protests, denied the 
allegations, stating that strict instructions had been given to 
the American forces to limit their attacks to military objectives 
only. If hospitals had in spite of these precautions been damaged, 
the State Department added, that could only be because they were 
not correctly marked or were in close proximity to military 
objectives. As we have not been permitted to see for ourselves, it 
is obviously impossible to give an authoritative opinion. It may 
however be supposed that no matter how accurate air-attacks may be, 
they can entail considerable suffering for the civilian population 
when they are carried out for months on end and aim at targets 
dispersed throughout the country. When the President of the United 
States, in the Summer of 1966, suggested a conference be held under 
the auspices of the International Committee to discuss all the 
problems involved in the application of the Geneva Conventions to 
the conflict in Vietnam, the International Committee responded by 
suggesting in its turn that in order to create a favourable atmo
sphere for the acceptance of such a conference, the Americans 
cease air-raids at least temporarily. Although it considered this 
request unacceptable, the American Government declared itself 
prepared to consider reciprocal reduction of hostilities. This 
American proposal was conveyed to Hanoi but rejected by the North 
Vietnamese authorities shortly afterwards.

I think it was necessary for me to remind you of 
these facts on the Vietnamese problem facing the ICRC and of the 
attitude the Committee had to adopt towards that problem. I would 
mention in conclusion that the three Presidents of the International 
Red Cross, meeting in Geneva on May 18 last, issued a joint personal 
statement in which, after outlining the general principles of the 
law of war and the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, they 
formally asked all governments and authorities engaged in the 
conflict to conclude a general cease-fire for all the territory, 
in order to alleviate the insufferable misery of the Vietnamese 
people.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank 
you Mr. Gallopin. Mr. Beer, Secretary-General of the League, a 
short while ago, before the tea-break, spoke to us on Vietnam and, 
if I am correctly informed, has nothing to add. I therefore propose 
we proceed to discuss our activities and Red Cross activities in 
general in Vietnam. Who wishes to take the floor ?
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Mr. Rostas (Hungary) (Original French) : I would 
merely like to ask our friends of the American Red Cross how many 
bombs have been dropped on US territory by Vietnam ?

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : I do not 
think, Sir, that the American delegation should reply to that 
question. It is outside the discussion. Does anybody else wish 
to take the floor ? No one.

I now suggest tha L· p cl s during this morning meeting's 
I give the floor to Lady Limerick to present her report on item 8 
of the agenda entitled "Structure, organization and procedure of 
the International Conference of the Red Cross"; a report by the 
Standing Commission of which Lady Limerick is the Chairman.

Item 8. STRUCTURE, ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Lady Limerick (Great Britain) (Original English ) : 
The Standing Commission has given careful thought and time to the 
future organization and structure of the International Conference 
of the Red Cross. In order to ensure that due weight and 
consideration was given to the question, the Standing Commission 
set up a Joint Committee consisting of representatives of the 
ICRC and the League to study the matter, and in addition a 
questionnaire was sent to all National Societies inviting their 
views on certain points.

At the meeting of the Standing Commission held on 
October 3rd, 1966, Dr. Geoffrey Newman-Morris presented a memorandum 
which served as a basis for the work of the Joint Study Committee.

The report of the Joint Committee was considered by 
the Standing Commission on September 1st, 1967, and the following 
points were examined :

I. Structure of the Conference

1¿ -Participation of Governments^ I's was agreed that the Statutes 
of the Internâtïonâl~Red Cross should not be altered as regards 
the participation of Governments in International Conferences. The 
suggestion that Red Cross conferences with Government attendance 
should be replaced by regular Diplomatic Conferences was considered 
impracticable, since it was not for the Red Cross to instigate 
such Diplomatic Conferences.

It was noted that Governments had no right to propose 
items for the Agenda of the Conference except in accordance with 
Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure (which authorises the Conference 
Bureau to add items to the Agenda if requested to do so by five
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delegations each belonging to different countries). It was not thought 
justifiable to propose an alteration of the Rules of Procedure to 
enlarge the powers of governments in this respect. .

It was agreed that the Standing Commission should,
in future, take particular care to refer to the Council of Delegates, 
rather than to the Conference, matters which were of little interest 
to governments.

2r_?2^££2_of_the_Confcrence_._2 It was considered by the Commission 
that no alteration of the Statutes on this point was necessary.

II. Organization and Procedure of the Conference

1_._ As regards the frequency, duration, time given to
plenary meetings, number of commissions, documentation, interpreta
tion and translation, no changes in the present practice were 
considered necessary.

2._-êS222aaZ -ss' was considered that the Agenda was a decisive
■factor for the success of the conference and that it qualified the 
questions raised by many other points in the questionnaire, i.e. 
number of commissions, composition of delegations, etc. The 
Standing Commission should therefore, give particular attention to 
the establishment of the Agenda of the next International Conference, 
and should at the same time consider the comments on this subject 
made by the National Societies.

2^_^2Îb2É:_2£_â£2£si2S_£2®212-si222.:.Z Is was "thought by the Standing 
Commission that a drafting committee of three persons, each one 
knowing one of the working languages of the Conference, should be 
set up for each conference commission. These three committees would 
later amalgamate, to constitute the drafting committee for the 
plenary meeting which would thus be composed of at least 9 persons.

III. Questions concerning the Standing Commission

ljL_^esb°2_2i.ei22si22_2Î._memb2ï.’2r.Z -fs was lei's that future 
conferences should adhere to the method of election laid down in 
the Statutes. The Chairman of the Conference would call attention 
to this at the opening of the Conference and circulate to delegations 
the procedures to bo followed for this election. The Joint Committee 
was also askod to consider whether the Conference Bureau could 
undertake to examine the qualifications of candidates nominated 
for membership of the Standing Commission in order to ensure the 
highest standai'd of membership.
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2 . Composition_and number of_members_of_the_Standing_Commission_;L= 
ït-wâs-âgreéd not tô~süggest any alteration to the Statutes in 
this respect.

p2^2£2_2i i'be..Standing c2l2Si22i22_j^2i_2£i2£_i2_ib2_2P22i2S 
éf-CÔnferences.- Expérience has shown that during thé period before 
thé"Cénféréncé7~certain decisions relating to organization have to 
be taken.

It was observed that in accordance with the Statutes and Rules 
of Procedure, the Standing Commission and the host Society are 
responsible for the organization and preparation of the Conference, 
and it is, therefore, for these two bodies to make the necessary 
decisions on the spot before the opening of the Conference.

It was thought that whilst the Standing Commission could not 
be expected to be present in corpore at the seat of the Conference 
a week or two before its opening, the Commission should entrust 
its Chairman or one or more of its members with this duty.

Some of the conclusions reached require further study by the 
Joint Committee and the various points of procedure will be con
sidered again at the next meeting of the Standing Commission.

The Standing Commission is very grateful to the 45 National 
Red Cross Societies who were good enough to send their answers to 
the questionnaire and their constructive suggestions, on which the 
above summary is based.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French ) : Thank you 
Lady Limerick. As you see, some progress in the question has been 
made. A very thorough study has been carried out and I would ask 
whether you have any questions to be answered either by Lady 
Limerick or by myself. As you have apparently no questions, I thank 
Lady Limerick and the report may be considered as adopted.

We have now before us a draft resolution submitted by 
the Norwegian Red Cross on the agreement of 8 December 1951 which 
regulates the attributions of the League and the ICRC in the field. 
It is this Agreement, which is 16 years old, which is the basis for 
our understanding. I thank the Norwegian Red Cross for having 
raised this matter and ask it whether it wishes to make any comment 
on the draft resolution. I give the floor to the Norwegian Red Cross.
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Mr. Dale (Norway ) (Original English ) : As the 
Chairman has already pointed out to us this agreement of December 
1951 regulates the collaboration between the International 
Committee and the League. This agreement has in my opinion been a 
very useful agreement in achieving coordinated activities between 
the two top bodies of our organization. Since 1951 there has been 
a tremendous development in all fields of Red Cross activities 
throughout the world. Constantly the Committee has had to go into 
action in armed conflicts in accordance with the Geneva Conventions. 
We have all been very proud to see how ably and dedicated the 
Committee has served their humanitarian principles. It has been 
of great credit to our organization. At the same time the League 
has been active in a steadily increasing amount of natural 
disasters. The result of that has been that the League has become 
universally recognized as an expert of disaster relief. This 
indicates that our organization is dynamic and progressive. From 
time to time any active organization will have to reconsider its 
rules and regulations to see if they have kept pace with the 
increasing activities. The formidable increase in Red Cross activi
ties could hardly be foreseen in 1951· It would be surprising if 
the agreement is as fitting today as it was at that time. It is 
our duty to see to it that Red Cross remains the leading organi
zation in humanitarian work. To this end, full coordination at 
the top of our organization is of paramount importance. The 
Norwegian delegation, therefore, suggests that the Council of 
Delegates adopt the resolution tabled before you and I don't 
think I will have to quote it. It has been tabled and I hope read 
by all delegates.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank 
you Mr. Dale. Before asking the ICRC and the League for their 
opinions, I would like to give the floor again to Lady Limerick 
who, as Chairman of the Standing Commission, can give us some 
interesting and useful comments.

Lady Limerick ( Great Britain ) ( Original English) : 
I would only just like to mention that at the least meeting of 
the Standing Commission this point was raised and the Standing 
Commission has asked representatives of the International Committee 
and the League to form a small sub-group and to go very carefully 
into this agreement which was reached some 16 years ago, to see 
whether or not it holds good still, or whether there are any 
amendments or suggestions which can be made to ensure that there 
will be the closest possible co-operation between the two bodies 
at all times. We are very happy to know it has been so close, but 
we feel that there may be good cause to look into this matter 
once more.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
Lady Limerick. Before giving the floor to either of these institu
tions directly concerned I would like someone, perhaps of the ICRC, 
to enquire of the small commission whether it has reached any 
result. It must not be lost sight of.

Then I now ask the League to let us know its standpoint 
concerning the Norwegian draft resolution, taking into account of 
course the very important remarks just made by Lady Limerick.

Mr. Beer (LRCS) (Original French) : As Lady Limerick 
pointed out, this interesting and useful proposals has been 
discussed by the Standing Commission. The League representatives 
on that Commission, Mr. Barroso the League president, and Mrs. 
Issa-El-Khoury said, as I did myself in a personal capacity, that 
we have for years had pleasant co-operation with our colleagues 
of the ICRC and if the matter is brought up for study it is because 
so much time has passed; because there are always practical ques
tions to be discussed even if there have been no difficulties in 
the way of fraternal and pleasant co-operation between the two 
institutions. But as had been said, we are always ready to learn 
the lessons to be drawn from what has occurred over the years, and 
to study with our friends of the ICRC whether any arrangements 
must be adapted. We do not by any means wish to take a decision 
now. It is of course for our President and later our Commission 
of President.and Vice-Presidents and subsequently our Executive 
Committee and Board of Governors to decide on the matter. I would 
merely like to state here our desire to comply with the requests 
and recommendations which the Standing Commission and of course 
this Council of Delegates may express.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : I now request 
the delegate of the International Committee to take the floor.

Mr. Bordier (ICRC) (Original French) : The International 
Committee has been most satisfied with the existence since 1951 
of this agreement with the League. The fact that there was an 
understanding in writing between the League and the International 
Committee laying down the activities of each of these two large 
branches of the Red Cross has been extremely useful. Many years 
have passed since it was introduced, development has been noticeable, 
changes have been made and it is the ICRC's present point of view 
that it would be useful to have fresh discussion with the League 
to see to what extent the agreement of 8 December 1951 should be 
amended. Consequently,the Committee is prepared to vote on the 
draft resolution submitted by the Norwegian Red Cross.



-61-

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you. 
It is also the intention of the League, is it not ? So the two 
institutions concerned are in full agreement with the Norwegian 
draft resolution. Does anyone else wish to speak ?

Lord Inchyra ( Great Britain) (Original English) : 
I only want to say on behalf of my delegation that we warmly 
welcome this proposal because, quite frankly, we do find occasion
ally in our relations with Geneva some confusion as to the exact 
status and powers of the two bodies. So anything which can be done 
to clarify the position, I am sure, would be very welcome to most 
National Societies. I only hope that in making this study it will 
be quite a broad one and perhaps particular attention could be 
paid to the relations between the two bodies in Geneva and National 
Societies to ensure that any communications which each of them 
make about their own activities or about appeals for money or 
technical assistance are co-ordinated in Geneva. Because sometimes 
we are in some doubt when we get appeals for help or funds from 
Geneva from both Societies, from both bodies, as to what extent 
they have been coordinated at the centre before being sent out. 
So I would only express the hope that when this matter is studied, 
it will be studied over the broad spectrum altogether. The only 
other point I would make, quite a small one, is that I hope you 
will take the French text as the resolution, and not the English 
one as your terms of reference, as the English one really does 
not make a great deal of sense.

Mr. Schloegel ( German Federal Republic) (Original 
English) : I have only a very small proposition. We heard from 
Lady Limerick that the International Committee and the League 
of Red Cross Societies are working at the revision, and therefore 
I think we should propose not to consider the revision, but to 
continue with the work in the revision. I think it is better, 
because the proposal of the Norwegian Red Cross is perhaps too 
late as the Committee and the League have started with the revision. 
I think it is only a small remark but it could be made in this 
manner better.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : It is 
gratifying to see the same hopes and aspirations in two different 
quarters. The Lebanese delegation has asked for the floor.

Mrs. Issa-El-Khoury (Lebanon) (Original French) :
I wish to speak on another point; in connection with changes which 
may have to be made in International Conferences. A question was 
raised concerning the presence of governments. And I have an idea 
on that question which I would like to convey to all Societies, 
especially to those whose governments are not always fully aware 
of everything with which the Red Cross is concerned. It would 
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perhaps be worthwile to ask our respective governments, well in 
advance of International Conferences, to appoint their represen
tatives. This government delegate could then be contacted in order 
to explain in some detail the Red Cross principles and how govern
ments may effectively participate in these Conferences.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
Mrs. El-Khoury. This is an internal matter of National Society 
relations with government representatives, but I think that 
societies represented here may with interest take note of Mrs. 
El-Khoury's remark which is of course based on experience. Does 
anyone else wish to have the floor ?

Mr. Belaouane (Algeria) (Original French) : I feel 
you will excuse me for a slight breach of rules by intervening 
on two questions which are in my view very important. I would 
refer first of all to the discussion of a few minutes ago from 
which no conclusion was drawn, namely the request made by North 
Korea. If I have understood correctly this is a refugee problem 
well known to the ICRC and in respect of which the ICRC has done 
so much. It is a problem for which a solution has been found. 
These refugees were being repatriated up to August 12. The Chair
man rightly asked the Korean delegation if it had contacted the 
Japanese and it seems to me strange that delegations of two neigh
bouring countries are placed so distant from each other in this 
room and I suggest that the ICRC, since we are dealing with good 
will missions, appoint one of hits members to try to reconcile the 
two points of view in order to reach a satisfactory solution. We 
would then realise that the Council of Delegates had not shirked 
its responsibilities but had done everything to settle all 
humanitarian problems.

I would like to make a second proposal. There is a 
case of great interest to Algerians and one which weighs on their 
conscience. I refer to the case of the young university student, 
fresh from the Sorbonne, who went to another country in conformity 
with his own country's regulations and who has now finished up 
unfortunately in a Bolivian jail. I mean of course the young 
French university student, Régis Debray. This is a human case, a 
tragic case which has divided a whole family. I would like the 
ICRC and the Council of Delegates to decide that a delegation 
transcending all ideologies, without any intention of transgressing 
regulations of any country at all, should be sent to Bolivia in 
order to reassure this detainee and in order that Bolivian justice 
examines with mercy the case of this young Frenchman» I would 
repeat that this is a case which is troubling many consciences in 
Algeria and I am sure that in the rest of the world there are many 
people wondering about this young man and would like his case to 
be dealt with leniently. I would emphasize that this delegation 
which I suggest be sent to Bolivia should be consistent with our
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regulaiions, above all ideology, with only one aim - a humanitarian 
aim - the problem of returning this young man to his family.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : 1 shall 
reply in part to the Algerian delegate that I have already stated 
that, in respect of the difficulties to be resolved between North 
Korea and Japan, the ICRC is always ready to act as an intermediary 
if requested by both sides. That condition is a sine qua non.

As to the other case, I would say that my first 
impression is that this man of whom you spoke is in the hands of 
the law and we have no business interfering in the affairs of a 
government.

Now I welcome back the commission which kindly 
considered the two joint Pakistani and Irish resolutions on the 
subject of refugee repatriation. Have you decided on who will 
report on your commission's deliberations and now present us with 
the result ? Mr. von Hofsten 1

M. von Hofsten (Sweden) (Original English) : We will 
propose a resolution that is a joint resolution from the Irish 
and the Pakistan delegations. The text is going out from the 
Irish resolution, if you please would take that, you will have it 
before you. The first point in that resolution is to stay, the 
second one is excluded, the third and the fourth I will read. The 
third one is just as it was before. The thirds read as follows:

" Notes with the deepest regret the Geneva 
Conventions are sometimes violated, in particular the Fourth 
Convention; requests the authorities to fulfil their humani
tarian obligations by promoting the return and re-integration 
of all people, who, because of conflicts, have left their 
homes and wish to return and thereby try to overcome all 
obstacles, in particular by allowing enough time for the 
refugees concerned to return to the West bank of the Jordan; 
appeals to all authorities concerned to apply the Geneva 
Conventions and respect the humanitarian rules, particularly 
the recommendations and resolutions adopted in this field by 
the International Conferences of the Red Cross".

If there are any technical alterations they may be 
done as apposite, by way of procedure.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
Mr. von Hofsten for reaching this result which is approved by both 
the Irish and Pakistani delegations. Would you please read slowly 
once again the penultimate paragraph ?
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Mr. von Hofsten ( Sweden ) (Original English) :
I shall repeat the whole resolution slowly :

" The Council of Delegates,
Noting the human suffering caused by the armed 

conflicts which have occurred since the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross in Vienna "
( You have that text before, in the Irish Resolution). 
The second part of the Resolution, I left out.

"Referring to previous resolutions adopted in this 
field, especially by the XXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross in Vienna,

Notes with the deepest regret that the Geneva 
Conventions are sometimes violated, in particular the Fourth 
Convention,

Requests the authorities to fulfil their humani
tarian obligations by promoting the return and the re-integra
tion of all people, who because of conflicts have left their 
homes and wish to return and thereby try to overcome all 
obstacles, in particular, by allowing enough time for the 
refugees concerned to return to the West bank of the Jordan,

Appeals to all authorities concerned to apply 
the Geneva Conventions and respect the humanitarian rules, 
particularly the recommendations and resolutions adopted in 
this field by the International Conferences of the Red Cross".

Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank 
you Mr. von Hofsten. I now give the floor for discussion on this 
commission's proposal and I thank it once again for having reached 
a result which will I hope give satisfaction. Who wishes to speak ?

lord Inchyra ( Great Britain ) ( Original English): 
I dont want to be tiresome or in any way criticise the work of the 
Drafting Committee but it seems to me that the whole point of the 
Pakistan Resolution has now been lost. My understanding was that 
the Pakistan proposal was that we here should reinforce the appeal 
which had already been made to the authorities in Israel to extend 
the time-limit and it was in fact, although not in words, an appeal 
from this body to the Government of Israel.

Now this has just got swallowed up into a pious 
resolution about the iniquity of breaching the various Geneva 
Conventions and it has no particular application to the immediate 
situation of the refugees in Jordan. Now it's not for me to say 
whether you want to make any appeal on behalf of the Jordanian 
refugees; it was my impression that you did, but you have lost 
that - you have now got just added one more resolution about the 
observance of the Geneva Conventions in general and with particular
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reference xo refugees in general. But the whole point of making 
an urgent appeal to the Government of Israel to extend the time
limit has been lost. That may be your wish - I am not intervening 
in the matter, but I am only pointing out how it seems to me.

Mr. Haug ( Switzerland ) ( Original French ) : The 
Swiss Red Cross delegation believes the problem confronting us 
is so important that we must have more time to consider it in order 
to reach a wording satisfactory to everyone. We would therefore 
like to ask the Chairman if the Council of Delegates could not meet 
once more for half an hour, for example on Friday morning at 8.50. 
This would enable a satisfactory wording to be worked out and 
permit also the translation, reproduction and circulation to 
delegates. The question is of such importance that we must not in 
our haste do something which may not give satisfaction. We there
fore ask the Chairman whether he could consider a short- meeting 
of the Council of Delegates on Friday or Saturday morning at 8.JO, 
before the meeting of the Board of Governors.

Mr. Stevenson (USA ) ( Original English ) : Could I 
couple with that suggestion that was just made that this be referred 
to the Resolutions Committee which I understood was established 
with the purpose of helping us arrive at satisfactory resolutions.

Mr. Gonard ( Chairman ) ( Original French ) : The next 
few days are taken up with League meetings, and I cannot decide 
on the Swiss delegation's proposal without consulting you. Are you 
of the opinion that, with the work facing you for the Board of 
Governors, it is still possible to include in the programme a 
meeting of the Council of Delegates and if so when and for how 
long ?

Mr. Beer ( LRCS ) (Original French ) : Mr. Chairman, I 
appreciate your co-operative attitude. It may be thought that I am 
a little restricted in my thinking here, but as Secretary General 
of the League it is my responsibility to see to it that we have 
the necessary time for our proceedings. The schedule has been cut 
fine and that is why we decided to begin at 9-JO in the morning 
with discretion if necessary to begin earlier. If this Council of 
Delegates decides on an extra meeting I would prefer - as proposed 
by Mr. Haug - that it do so without curtailing the time available 
for the Board of Governors. I hope you will understand my point 
of view. It is very difficult for us now to cut short the time 
available to the Board of Governors which has a great many things 
to discuss.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you. 
Then what day would suit you ? and from when to when ?
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Mr. Beer (BROS) (Original French) : Mr. Chairman, 
according to the time-table the League meetings are to start to
morrow, Thursday, at 9.30 in the morning followed by a short 
meeting in the afternoon after lunch before departure for Rotterdam 
which is scheduled for 4.00 in the afternoon. On Friday morning 
the meeting begins at 9.30 and again at 3.00 o'clock in the after
noon with a break at 5.30. Then we start again on Saturday morning 
at 9.30 continuing through the afternoon. I know of course that 
many of our delegates would prefer to conclude our work by midday 
on Saturday. Mr. Barroso, the Chairman, said he would try to 
terminate for midday, but that depends entirely on the number of 
delegates who wish to take the floor on the various items of the 
agenda. Neither the Chairman nor I can limit the meetings, but if 
half an hour is sufficient, we could begin at 9 o'clock on either 
Friday or Saturday.

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) : We have just 
had a proposal from the Swiss delegation. So far as I can see the 
problem is not very complicated. We merely have to put in black 
and white that we want the refugees to be given facilities which 
they do not have at present, so that they may return home. It seems 
to me that the text which has been drafted covers this. Only the 
Swiss delegation has expressed an opinion, and I fully understand 
its desire for perfection. There would of course be considerable 
advantage if we could vote on an acceptable text to-day so I would 
therefore like you to give your opinions.

Mr. Newman-Morris ( Australia ) ( Original English ) : 
The feeling of the Australian Delegation is that we should be 
prepared to vote on the two motions. I think an attempt has been 
made to combine the motions and it has been unsuccessful and I can 
see no real chance of any further attempt being successful. I 
would like to suggest to the chair, sir, that you put these motions 
separately, this evening.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : That solution 
also occurred to me and we can of course accept both resolutions. 
We need not vote on one resolution to the exclusion of the other 
and I do not suggest our doing so. Are we all fully aware of the 
problem ? Do we agree to vote on both resolutions ? Anybody against? 
No one ? Then we shall vote on both the Pakistani and the Irish 
resolutions. Let us take first the Pakistani resolution which is 
the oldest. I now ask you to give your opinion on this resolution. 
The Swedish delegation has the floor.

Mr. Stroh (Sweden) (Original French) : I may be ignorant 
but I wonder whether it would not be logical to vote on the 
special commission's suggestion, the draft resolution or joint 
draft resolution, before voting on each of the separate draft 
resolutions.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : That does 
not prevent our coming to a decision on the two proposals. 
Logically I think Mr. Stroh’s proposal appropriate, but the ICRC 
now asks for the floor.

Mr. Bordicr (ICRC) (Original French) : I merely wish 
to second the Swedish delegation's suggestion to vote on the joint 
proposal combining the two previous proposals.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : It was not 
due to lack of interest in the work which you have initiated, as 
I have just said, but I observed that no one showed any great 
enthusiasm for that joint resolution. It was for that reason that 
I thought we might vote first on the two resolutions. Do you agree 
to our voting on the joint text drawn up by the Swedish delegation 
with the Pakistani and Irish delegations ? You do agree ? Very well. 
You are aware of the text which Mr. von Hofsten had read out as 
slowly as possible. Professor Miterev has the floor.

Mr. Mitcrev (USSR) (Original English) ; There was a 
proposal to give more force to the resolution which was proposed 
and I think we can find 50 minutes during our session so as to 
have a vote on this resolution.

This is my proposal but I think there was such proposal 
which was made already.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : The Yugoslav 
delegation wishes to speak I

Yugoslav delegate (Original French): I suggest we 
complete the resolution which was put forward a few moments ago. 
I agree that the Commission had too little time to draw up a 
resolution acceptable to everybody but I think it is well on the 
way to doing so, that it should continue working today, and that 
to-morrow we could have the typed text for discussion.

Mr. von Lauda (Austria) (Original French) : The matter 
is very simple. The Pakistani proposal seems to be acceptable to 
everybody and we are also apparently all agreed on the second 
proposal, except for the legal considerations brought up by 
Switzerland. That is why I suggest we vote on the Pakistani draft 
resolution and we accept the second draft resolution qualified 
by the legal considerations mentioned by the Swiss Red Cross.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
Mr. von Lauda. I shall consider Professor Miterev's proposal as 
a point of order. He has suggested referring the matter to Friday 
morning's meeting. We therefore have a firm proposal to postpone 
discussion and decision until Friday morning at 8.J0 at the 
Council of Delegates meeting. In the meantime of course efforts 
will be continued to merge the two resolutions. Who is in favour 
of deferring the matter until Friday morning ?

Professor Miterev's proposal is accepted by 34 votes 
in favour, 10 against. This means that the Council of Delegates 
will meet for a short session on Friday morning at 8.30 in this 
room. Has anyone any further remark ? Jordan ! Do you wish to 
speak on this matter of deferring until Friday morning ? Because 
this discussion cannot be prolonged.

Jordan delegate (Original French) : I merely wish 
to say that if you have a bleeding patient you cannot tell him to 
wait a few days so that we may find out whether bleeding will kill 
him or not. It was to-day that we received a telegram from Jordan 
saying that the cold weather has begun and there are hundreds, 
thousands, of people living under canvas waiting for your resolu
tions. That, dear colleagues, is all I have to say.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Does anyone 
else wish to speak ? No 1 Then I thank you for your patience and 
attention. We shall meet again on Friday morning at 8.30 to 
discuss one single item, the question of the resolution on 
refugees. The meeting is adjourned.

The meeting rose at 6.30 p.m.
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THIRD MEETING

Friday, September 8, 1967, at 8.30 a.m.

Mr. Gonard ( Chairman ) (Original French) : I open 
this third session of the Council of Delegates with the hope that 
last night, shortened at both ends, on the one hand by the 
charming excursion by ship yesterday evening and on the other 
hand this morning by yourself imposed early rising, will not 
detract from the clarity of ideas expressed. You have decided 
that we should meet at this third session to consider :

1/ the joint Irish-Pakistani draft resolution 
on repatriation of those refugees who wish to return to their 
homes, and,

2/ to vote on the Norwegian resolution 
concerning the 1951 Agreement laying down the respective scope 
of the ICRC and the League,

as neither of these questions could be dealt with during our 
second session.

With respect to the first of these two items, the 
joint draft resolution submitted by Ireland and Pakistan, I would 
mention that it was circulated yesterday at 3 p.m. both in English 
and in French, so that the rules are fully satisfied. Since our 
last meeting many private discussions have taken place in an 
effort to work out a single appropriate text and the result of 
these efforts is what you now have before you and which - it is 
important to note - has been accepted by the delegations of Jordan 
and Syria. Allow me to thank all those who made such a useful 
contribution to this result, although it is understood that it is 
still the joint Irish-Pakistani text. In view of the situation 
which has been created, I would formally ask these two delegations 
whether, as I hope, they withdraw their initial individual propo
sals on this subject.

Lady Noon (Pakistan) (Original English) : I 
withdraw the original resolution that I tabled to the Council of 
Delegates in favour of the Joint Resolution with Ireland.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank 
you Lady Noon for considerably simplifying our work.

Mrs. Barry (Ireland) (Original English) : I accept 
this new document and withdraw the original one I submitted.
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Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you. 
So the two original individual draft resolutions you received 
yesterday are withdrawn and we have before us only the joint draft. 
Does anyone wish to speak before we vote ? I would remind you that 
the principle of the draft resolution has clearly been adopted 
in previous discussions and we can only now consider the wording.

Mrs. Domanska (Poland) (Original French) : On my 
delegation's behalf I wish to congratulate the authors of the 
joint resolution which happily conveys the ideas contained in the 
two previous drafts by the Irish and Pakistani Red Cross Societies. 
I support it with all my heart. I hope this resolution will be 
adopted unanimously and that the voice of the Red Cross as a whole, 
National Societies, International Committee and the League, with 
all the authority of its moral force and prestige, speaking out 
against the extreme misery and suffering of thousands of men 
women and children who have had to leave their homes as a result 
of this war and the occupation of that country, will contribute 
to solving this distressing problem in the interest of the refugees 
and of respect for the human being.

Mr. Haug (Switzerland) (Original French) ; The Swiss 
Red Cross delegation would first express its gratitude to the 
authors of the new draft resolution which is undoubtedly an ex
cellent basis for discussion. It is not an urge for perfection 
which induces us to take the floor, it is our conscience which 
forces us to do so. We would suggest two amendments. The first 
is to the third paragraph which we suggest be deleted. The reason 
for this suggestion to delete the third paragraph is that it does 
not seem wise to make an accusation of breaches of the Geneva 
Conventions without stating exactly by whom and how. Vague accu
sations are worthless, and of no effect. In addition, the Council 
of Delegates which must assume the responsibility for this resolu
tion is not in possession of any proof of the alleged violations. 
In the third place, and this seems of primary importance, we would 
commit a psychological error by accusing some party of whom we 
request humanitarian service. We would jeopardize the whole resolu
tion, the success of which we so keenly desire. The second amend
ment is intended to eliminate an ambiguity and thereby make the 
resolution more effective. In point of fact what we aim at is to 
promote the return and resettlement of refugees in the Middle East. 
Proof of this is the resolution's last paragraph which expressly 
mentions the return of the refugees to the West bank of the Jordan. 
For that reason we suggest that the fourth paragraph be preceded 
by the words : " The Council of Delegates, particularly concerned 
about the refugee problem in the Near East, requests the authorities 
involved, etc..·."

To sum up, the Swiss delegation proposes that the 
first two paragraphs be maintained, the third be deleted, for the
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reasons I mentioned, and replaced by the phrase : "particularly 
concerned about the refugee problem in the Near East" while the 
last two paragraphs remain as they are.

Mr. Stevenson (USA) (Original English) : We wanted 
to make the precise point that has just been made and approve 
heartily of the suggestion of the amendment. So therefore, I will 
simply second the amendment as proposed by the Swiss delegation 
unless, of course, the International Committee is in a position 
to give us affirmative information on the point. But I think even 
under those conditions, perhaps, most people here would prefer 
to accept the amendment as proposed by the Swiss delegation.

Mr. Christiansen (Denmark) (Original English) : On 
behalf of the Danish delegation we just want to present some 
amendments in the wording and we do not want to deal with the idea 
of the resolution which is before you. In order to facilitate, we 
have had the occasion of having our amendments to the wording type
written last night and I shall ask for a distribution of the text 
of the amendments which we want to present to this audience. I 
must say that when you receive the paper I must correct an error. 
It is presented as a draft resolution and it should be an amendment 
to the draft resolution, I just want to make this little comment. 
I shall read it slowly and you will have the text very soon. The 
first paragraphs to the Council of Delegates "noting the suffering 
caused by" - I can read that quickly because it is just in the 
text you have before you

"Noting the suffering caused by the armed conflicts which 
have occurred since the XXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross in Vienna in 1965; referring to previous 
resolutions especially those adopted by that conference 
regarding human rights including the protection of civilians 
during conflicts"

And now I come to the amendments. The next paragraph 
is suggested to read like this :

" Notes with the deepest regret that the Geneva Conventions 
have been violated, in particular, the Fourth Convention 
and appeals to all authorities to apply the Geneva Conven
tions and to respect the humanitarian rules; requests the 
authorities concerned to fulfil their humanitarian obliga
tions by facilitating the return of those who have left 
their homes because of conflicts and their re-integration 
in their communities; and appeals in particular, to the 
authorities concerned to allow enough time for those 
refugees who wish to do so to return to the west bank of 
the Jordan".
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Mr, Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : I thank the 
head of the Danish delegation. We therefore await this text. When 
will we receive it ? Mr. Christiansen, is it the text which is at 
present being distributed, because it was difficult to follow ? 
It is this one. Very well. So you have the text before you.

Mr. Bargatzky ( Federal Republic of Germany ) (Original 
French) : Of the three proposals before us, the joint, the Swiss 
and the Danish proposals, we prefer the Swiss for the reasons 
already explained by Mr. Haug. We think it is a wording which does 
not change the objective and spirit of the original resolution.

Mr. Darwiche(Syria) (Original French) : I ask the 
floor, in spite of the short time available, to say that the vio
lation of the IVth Geneva Convention is a well known fact which 
occurs every day. I merely mention the example of pillage which is 
formally forbidden by article 35 of the IVth Convention. Yet the 
occupation authorities have carried out a systematic pillage 
operation in all houses and shops in the occupied part of Syria, 
so that there is no longer any object of value. These acts have 
several times been verified by delegates of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and communicated to the occupation 
authorities which admitted them. I believe that the responsible 
officials of the ICRC who are present here have more precise 
information on this subject and on violations of other articles 
of the IVth Convention, particularly articles 49, 55 and 59 and 
I request them kindly to give us some enlightenment on this matter.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : I would 
point out to you that we are now discussing possible amendments to 
the resolution submitted by the Irish and Pakistani Red Cross 
Societies. That is the problem. Are there any other amendments ? 
We have one amendment submitted by Switzerland. It is in two parts 
and is seconded by the United States and the Federal Republic of 
Germany and we have also an amendment submitted by Denmark. Are 
there any others ?

Mr. Patrnogic (Yugoslavia) (Original French) : The 
Yugoslav delegation would suggest a slight change to the final 
paragraph which begins "appeals". We suggest the paragraph be 
started with the words : "expressly invites all authorities etc··". 
We are dealing with international undertakings assumed by govern
ments of States signatories to the Geneva Conventions.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
Mr. Patrnogic. Are there any other amendments ?
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Delegate of Finland (Original English ) : Just a small 
remark to a Swiss suggestion. We sec in the paragraph next to the 
last, that begins with the word "requests'1, that there has been no 
change to the wording suggested, but anyhow we read there the 
words "facilitating the return of these people to their homes". 
Which people we might ask, because that word is not referring to 
anything previously made, if we drop the first paragraph as 
suggested, thank you Mr. Chairman.

Delegate of Guatemala ( Original Spanish) : One brief 
remark. In case the amendment proposed by the Swiss delegation 
is not adopted, I would like the fourth paragraph, mentioning the 
Geneva Conventions, particularly the fourth Convention, to state 
what the fourth Convention is, namely the Convention for the 
protection of civilian populations.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) ; I have taken 
note of your idea but must say that in our opinion that goes 
without saying. The problem is already complicated enough but I 
am prepared to take your request into account.

Delegate of Guatemala (Original Spanish ) : Mr. 
Chairman, the public does not know what the fourth Convention is, 
so it should be stated.

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : Thank you 
for that explanation which is valid. Are there any other suggested 
amendments ?

Then I close the discussion on amendments and we shall 
take these proposals one after the other. The first is the Swiss 
proposal supported by the United States and the Federal Republic 
of Germany and consists - Mr. Haug will correct me if I am wrong - 
in replacing the third paragraph beginning "Observes..." (that is 
to say the Council of Delegates) by :

"Deeply concerned by the refugee problem in the Near 
East", (that is the end of the amendment),
and then comes the fourth paragraph :

"Requests the authorities concerned....... "
And now I ask you to vote on this paragraph. Who 

approves and accepts the Swiss proposal to amend the initial text 
of the joint draft submitted by Ireland and Pakistan ? Those in 
favour raise your name-plates. In favour 58, against 16, absten
tions nil. The amendment suggested by the Swiss delegation is 
accepted by 58 votes in favour and 16 against. It is therefore 
approved.
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Now I put to the vote the Danish proposal, the 
text of which you have received.

Mr. Stroh (Sweden) (Original French) : Mr. Chairman, 
I wonder whether the Danish suggestion is any longer of interest 
now that we have accepted the Swiss amendment ?

Mr. Gonard (Chairman) (Original French) : That 
seems obvious to me but it is for you to say.

I then put to the vote - and you have heard the 
remark of Mr. Stroh of the Swedish delegation - the amendment 
proposed by the Danish delegation. Who is in favour ? No one. 
Who is against ? 24 against.

The Danish draft amendment is therefore rejected.
We have now dealt with all the proposals submitted 

and the text is now definite. The draft resolution submitted by 
Ireland and Pakistan, seconded in the first place - I would remind 
you - by Jordan and Syria, is adopted.

We now come to item 2 of the ad hoc agenda I 
mentioned : that is to say the Norwegian draft resolution on the 
1951 Agreement laying down the scope of the league and of the 
ICRC. And what is this about ? I shall read out the third 
paragraph which covers everything :

"Requests the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League to consider a revision of the Agreement of 
December 8th, 1951, in order to obtain a fully co-ordinated 
effect of the knowledge and capabilities of both organizations 
in the different situations where Red Cross action is required".

I would remind you, Ladies and Gentlemen, that this 
question has been fully dealt with, but there has been no vote 
taken. I apologize for this, because at the moment when we could 
have voted, the working group returned into the meeting and we 
decided instead to deal with the problem which it had been examining.

The Norwegian delegate has spoken on his draft. The 
two big institutions, the League and the International Committee, 
which are primarily concerned, have declared their agreement. 
I opened the discussion which did not take place and I declared 
it closed. So on this subject we have but to cast our votes; it is 
a formality but a necessary one. I now ask those in favour of the 
Norwegian proposal to raise their name-plates.

The Norwegian delegation's proposal is accepted by 
47 votes in favour, against nil, abstentions nil. The resolution 
is therefore adopted.
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Mr. Stevenson (USA) (Original English) : 
Mr. Chairman, in order to avoid any possible technicality, we 
voted on the Swiss amendment and that therefore modified the 
Pakistan-Irish Resolution. I take it therefore your ruling was 
that in voting on the Swiss amendment we were voting to support 
the Irish-Pakistan Resolution as amended.

Mr. Conard (Chairman) (Original French) ; I am 
in full agreement with Mr. Stevenson's interpretation which I 
believe reflects the feeling of all of us and I thank him for 
having stated them. I could have done so myself but I did not 
think of doing so and I apologize. Are there any further 
questions ?

There being no further questions, the Council 
of Delegates's work is now concluded. Allow me to describe the 
overall situation in a few words. You have heard and accepted 
the reports on the work undertaken concerning Resolutions X and 
XXVIII of the Vienna Conference. The first of these dealt with 
"The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace" ; the second with 
the protection of civilian populations. These reports - and this 
is the important point - defined the general direction and aims 
of this work which is to be continued. You then approved the 
Minutes of the recent sessions of the Standing Commission which 
dealt in particular with the organization of the International 
Conferences. Similarily you have adopted a Norwegian Resolution 
recommending that the 1951 Agreement on this subject be reviewed. 
This will be done during the monthly working meetings of our 
two institutions in Geneva.

Finally you considered the distressing problems 
of the wars in Vietnam and in the Near East and your attention 
was focused on the topical and crucial problem of the moment, 
that of repatriating refugees who desire to return home. We 
managed, not without some hesitation, thanks to the Swiss proposal 
to hold a meeting this morning, seconded by the USSR, to reach 
a solution which I think quite satisfactory and clear and which 
will I hope not remain without effect.

That was the substance of our debates and I 
would now like to say a word or two about the atmosphere in which 
they took place. My duty was facilitated by the moderation you 
constantly displayed - and I thank you profoundly for it - in 
expressing your ideas and by your manifest desire for comprehen
sion for views expressed even when not in full agreement with 
them. I am grateful to you and believe I may say that these 
discussions took place in the true Red Cross spirit, in a very 
favourable climate without a false note. I am convinced our 
discussions will be a new and sound basis for the continuation 
of our activities of which we shall give you an account in two 
years time at Istanbul.
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I thank those who assisted me here on the rostrum 
and the interpreters in their booths. I take leave of you by 
thanking you and hoping for the favourable continuation of your 
work at the Board of Governors meeting.

I now declare closed the Council of Delegates.

(Applause)

The meeting rose at 9.50 a.m.
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

THE HAGUE, 6 and 8 SEPTEMBER, 1967

Resolution No I

The Council of Delegates,
Noting the suffering caused by the armed conflicts which 

have occurred since the XXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross in Vienna in 1965,

Referring to previous resolutions, especially those adopted 
by the Conference regarding human rights and particularly the 
protection of civilians during conflicts,

Deeply concerned by the refugee problem in the Near East,
Requests the authorities concerned to fulfil their humani

tarian obligations by facilitating the return of the people to 
their homes and their reintegration into their communities,

Appeals to all authorities to apply the Geneva Conventions 
and to respect humanitarian rules, and

Appeals in particular to the authorities concerned to allow 
enough time to those refugees who wish to do so to return to 
the West bank of the Jordan.

Resolution No II 
The Council of Delegates,

Considering the important changes during the two last 
decades in the conditions for international Red Cross work,

Referring to the increasingly recognised and respected need 
to accelerate the development of Red Cross activities and their 
co-ordination,

Requests the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the League to consider a revision of the Agreement of December 
8th, 1951, in order to obtain a fully co-ordinated effect of the 
knowledge and capabilities of both organizations in the different 
situations where Red Cross action is required.
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