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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE ROUND TABLE ON :

THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE

(The Hague, 28 August 1967)
*****

INTRODUCTION

The following document contains a detailed 
report of the Round Table which the ICRC organized on 
28th. August 1967, at The Hague on the subject : 
"The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace".

It is divided into two parts. The first 
briefly outlines the events leading up to the meeting, 
and the second, which is far longer and more important, 
gives a detailed account of the discussions that took 
place. It is an analytical account in that it deals 
exclusively with the ideas expressed in the meeting.

The subjects are mentioned in the order in which 
they were examined by the Round Table, which is more or 
less that in which they were presented in the preliminary 
programme the ICRC sent to the persons invited.

By way of clarification and to provide additional 
information, the authors of this report deemed it 
advisable to insert factual and bibliographical data 
concerning various aspects of the discussions, bearing in 
mind the long interval between the meeting and publication. 
This additional information, prepared with the kind 
assistance of the League of Red Cross Societies, is to 
be found at the end of several chapters under the heading 
"Supplementary Notes".

Finally, it was thought useful to have an 
annex containing the texts of important resolutions 
on this subject adopted by International Red Cross 
Conferences, as well as a list of the main publications 
on the Red Cross as a factor for peace.

A
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A. THE BACKGROUND TO THE MEETING

Thg_Reasons_for_and_purposes_of_the_Round_Table

The promotion of world peace, although of 
concern to the Red Cross, was for a long time outside 
the purview of its programme of action. However, after the 
First World War the ICRC and the League, sharing the hopes 
of the nations, declared, in an appeal launched in 
July 1921, their intention to work, thenceforth, not only 
in times of peace, but also for peace. Since that time, 
nearly all International Red Cross Conferences have adopted 
resolutions on the contribution which the Red Cross could 
make to this noble cause. Since it would not wish to be 
involved in the political organization of peace, this 
contribution aims primarily at promoting the spirit of 
peace and mutual understanding amongst all peoples. 
It is in this light that the term "peace" is mainly to be 
understood in the report.

Between the World Wars, the Red Cross did more 
than just adopt resolutions; it took steps to increase 
its practical contribution towards peace. The meeting, 
organized by the ICRC, in 1933, the institution of a 
Red Cross Truce and the Junior Red Cross activities for 
peace will serve as examples. After the set-backs of the 
1939-1945 holocaust, this spirit was revived and was 
incarnated in the principles proclaimed by the XXth. 
International Red Cross Conference. In the words of the 
Principle of Humanity, in which, after stating that the 
Red Cross's purpose is to protect life and health and to #
ensure respect for the human being, the conference goes on 
to say that the Red Cross :

"promotes mutual understanding, friendship, 
"co-operation and lasting peace amongst all 
"peoples".
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At the XIXth. International Conference held in 
New Delhi, 1957, the Prime Minister of India, the Pandit 
Nehru, wondered what the Red Cross could do towards 
rooting out wars from where they begin, that is in the 
minds of men. He ended up by saying :

"... more than any other group of people,
"this gathering represents the touch of healing, 
"the soothing touch and what the world requires 
"today more than anything is this touch of 
"healing not only to the body but to the 
"tortured minds of humanity".

Echoing this appeal, the representative of the 
ICRC declared :

"... The ICRC convened Red Cross experts
"with a view to limiting the evils caused by 
"war. Why should the Committee and the League 
"not do the same in order to find out whether 
"by means of concrete and practical measures 
"the Red Cross could contribute still further 
"to peace ?"

Other more urgent tasks prevented the ICRC 
from following up this idea immediately. But it was not 
forgotten. At the XXth. International Red Cross Conference 
in Vienna 1965, when the subject : "The Red Cross and 
Peace" was being discussed, the ICRC representative drew 
the assembly's attention to a proposal contained in his 
institution's report - to organize Round Tables which 
would be able to examine in greater detail than a full 
conference could, the problems involved in the prevention 
of war and the positive contribution the Red Cross could 
make in this field. This proposal was approved by several 
National Societies (Conference report pp. 56 and 62).

In following up this proposal, the ICRC suggested 
early in 1967 that the presence of many Society delegates 
in The Hague for the meeting of the Board of Governors 
in August of that year would provide an excellent opportunity 
to convene the first of the proposed Round Tables.
On 21 April 1967, the President of the ICRC sent letters to 
twenty or so Red Cross personalities inviting them to the 
proposed meeting. In his letter the President of the ICRC 
said :

"Unfortunately, conflicts, with their attendant 
"bloodshed, continue to be waged, requiring of 
"the International Committee and many

V
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"National Societies redoubled efforts in our 
"traditional field of activities. Nevertheless, 
"at such times, the Red Cross must continue with 
"all the power at its command to manifest its 
"attachment to the ideal of peace".

After appreciating the desirability of 
associating the League of Red Cross Societies with this 
meeting, the letter continued :

"Although the subject is one which is of interest 
"to all Red Cross leaders throughout the world, 
"such a meeting would only produce worthwhile 
"results if the number attending were restricted. 
"... Similar meetings may be held later on, 
"perhaps on a regional basis as has been suggested, 
"in order to give to all Red Cross leaders 
"interested in the subject an opportunity to 
"state their views".

Finally, on the subject of the agenda, the 
letter stated :

"The purpose is a free and general exchange 
"of views on practical measures by which 
"the Red Cross, within the framework of its 
"essential principles, can contribute to 
"peace, international understanding and the 
"prevention of war".

li:12i2_and_Organiz a tion_of_the_ Round-Table

In choosing the persons to be invited personally 
and privately, the ICRC tried to allow for as balanced 
a representation as possible of the various regions of 
the world as well as the principal schools of thought. 
All the people invited expressed their great interest in 
this meeting, although some of them, because of a prior 
engagement or for other reasons, had to decline the 
invitation. In the end, seventeen people took part in 
the Round Table discussions. They were :
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Dr. Rito ALCANTARA President of the Senegalese
Red Cross

Mr. Walter BARGATZKY President of the German 
Red Cross in the Federal 
Republic of Germany

Mr. José BARROSO CHAVEZ Chairman of the League of 
Red Cross Societies and 
President of the Mexican 
Red Cross

Mgr . Donaldo CHAVEZ NUNEZ President of the Nicaraguan
Red Cross

Dr. Z. DARWICHE Director of the Red Crescent 
of the Syrian Arab Republic

Dr. Ahmed Djebli ELAYDOUNI President of the Moroccan 
Red Crescent

Dr. Irena DOMANSKA President of the Polish
Red Cross

Mr. G.I.A.D. DRAPER Legal Adviser to the British
Red Cross Society

Mr. A. van EMDEN Director General of the 
Netherlands Red Cross

Mr. Agustin INOSTROSA President of the Chilean 
Red Cross

Maj or-General
C.K. LAKSHMANAN Secretary General of the 

Indian Red Cross Society
Dr. Werner LUDWIG President of the German 

Red Cross in the German 
Democratic Republic

Mr. Jovica PATRNOGIC Secretary General of the 
Yugoslav Red Cross

Dr. Zdenek STICH President of the Czechoslovak
Red Cross

Mr. Olof STROH Secretary General of the
Swedish Red Cross

Mrs D. TUMENDELGER Chairman of the Red Cross 
Society of the Mongolian 
People's Republic

Major-General A.E. WRINCH National Commissioner of the
Canadian Red Cross Society
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The ICRC delegated its President, Mr. Samuel 
GONARD, to follow the discussions with Mr. SIORDET, 
Vice-President, Mr. PICTET, Director General, Mr. PILLOUD, 
Director, and Mr. WILHELM, Deputy-Director. Mr. BEER, 
Secretary General, and Mr. ABUT, Assistant-Secretary 
General, represented the League of Red Cross Societies. 
The technical organization of the meeting was in the 
hands of Mr. WILHELM, assisted by Mr. REGENASS and 
Mr. VEUTHEY.

As an aid to discussion, the participants 
received towards the end of June, a draft agenda together 
with a commentary (document D 975 of 27 June 1967). 
After recalling the purpose of the Round Table, which 
was not to provide an opportunity for philosophising or 
theorising on peace, but to examine practical measures, 
this preliminary document then went on to raise a 
series of questions under two main headings : Red Cross 
contribution to peace considered as a consequence of 
its main activity, and activities specifically for peace. 
These questions gave rise to useful suggestions and 
comments from several participants, which the ICRC 
received during the summer months and found very helpful 
in the preparation of the meeting.

The Round Table was held at the Kastel Hotel at 
Wassenaar (The Hague) on 28 August 1967. The discussions 
were held in French, English, Spanish and German, with 
the help of interpreters and the goodwill of the partici
pants. The two sessions were held in private. The date 
had been chosen so as not to clash with the subsequent 
meetings of the Board of Governors of the League.

In his introductory speech, the President of 
the ICRC pointed out that the months preceding the 
Round Table had witnessed events adverse to the ideals of 
the Red Cross, resulting in a rise in violence throughout 
the world. Nevertheless, in spite of these adverse 
circumstances and the multiple tasks they involved, the 
ICRC had persisted in holding the Round Table to 
demonstrate its devotion to the spirit of peace :

"Yes, he continued, the Red Cross heads those 
"who believe war no longer to be a means of 
"deciding conflicts between human communities 
"and who believe that hatred, prejudice and 
"misunderstandings must progressively be 
"replaced by solidarity among them, however 
"long it may take".
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At the request of the participants, the ICRC was 
asked to undertake the technical management of the debates. 
Since Mr. PICTET, Director General of the ICRC had already 
been responsible for preparing the meeting, he was asked to 
undertake this task as well.

Mr. Pictet presented a brief summary of the 
results of this meeting to the Council of Delegates which met 
about a week after the Round Table on 6 September. 
Roneographed copies of this summary were made available to 
all the Societies represented at the meetings at The Hague 
(Council of Delegates document CD/lb/1). During the 
discussion which followed Mr. Pictet's presentation of 
the report several delegates congratulated the ICRC on 
its initiative and expressed the hope that these exchanges 
of views would lead very soon to concrete results.

Finally, we should mention the vital role played 
in the organization of the Round Table, as well as all the 
other meetings at The Hague, by the Netherlands Red Cross 
and in particular by its Director General, Mr. van Emden. 
Because of their keen interest from the outset, and the 
practical and material steps they took in reaction to this 
initiative, the meeting was held under conditions which 
the participants were unanimous in agreeing were the 
very best possible.
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B. REPORT ON THE ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS

I. GENERAL REMARKS

As mentioned above, the meeting was not convened 
for theorising and philosophising on peace. Consequently, 
the participants, the majority of whom were National 
Society leaders facing concrete problems every day, above 
all tried to work out the practical steps the Red Cross 
could take to increase its contribution to peace.

Nevertheless, some speakers felt it necessary to 
point out the philosophical and psychological conditions 
under which the Red Cross makes its contribution to peace. 
They brought out two basic concepts upon which all 
Red Cross activities depend :

- its spirit of service, which it must 
develop and make better use of;

- respect for human dignity, which cannot 
be restricted to the declaration of 
grandiose abstract principles, since it 
implies full recognition of man's material 
needs. Indeed, the disparity between rich 
and poor nations is one of the primary causes 
of war.

The Red Cross's efforts to promote peace are, 
therefore, inseparable from assistance to eliminate this 
disparity. This was the first key idea to emerge from the 
Round Table discussion.

As Pandit Nehru said at the XIXth. International 
Conference, "War begins in the minds of men". The first 
need is therefore to foster the spirit of peace in the world. 
Should not the Red Cross with its vast potential of moral 
strength care for these troubles of the mind, the causes 
fo suffering, and not merely the effects ?

To do this, several speakers pointed out, the 
Red Cross should take stock of its moral strength and 
having done that, be prepared to take risks, a sure sign 
of vitality in any organization.
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Another speaker suggested that to remain vital 
and dynamic, the Red Cross should undergo an occasional 
period of self-criticism. Despite the considerable 
increase in membership, it should be fully aware of its 
limitations. This self-criticism should be kept within 
the movement, since otherwise it might adversely affect 
the existing goodwill in the general public towards the 
Red Cross. It would serve to remind the leaders in 
particular that the voluntary nature of the movement is 
no excuse for its avoidable shortcomings, and that a 
constant effort is required to counteract apathy, an 
excessive inclination towards compromise decisions and 
other similar tendencies which beset mass organizations.

II. THE RED CROSS'S CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE
CONSIDERED AS A CONSEQUENCE OF ITS MAIN ACTIVITY

In the preliminary document submitted to the 
participants, the ICRC requested that a distinction be 
clearly made between the two types of Red Cross contributions 
to peace. (This was also mentioned in its report to the 
XXth. International Red Cross Conference) The one derives 
from its traditional field of activity - "relief work", 
which includes the relief of suffering, the maintenance 
of health and the respect of human dignity. The other derives 
from activities undertaken directly in the cause of peace, 
which we might call "activities specifically to promote 
peace".

These two widely differing aspects of the 
Red Cross's contribution were the two main subjects of 
discussion.

The preliminary document asked which were the 
aspects of Red Cross relief work that really contributed 
to the spirit of peace. It also asked a number of questions 
about the dissemination of Red Cross and Geneva Convention 
principles as contributions to peace.

Ti}e_value_of_ relie f_work_to_the_spirit_of_pe ace

All Red Cross humanitarian work is a protest against 
violence. Day by day it contributes to uniting the 
nations and therefore indirectly to the work of peace. 
The participants unanimously agreed on this relatively 
obvious point and went on to discuss various aspects 
of it.
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Several speakers stressed the particular 
importance of internationally organized relief work among 
the victims of armed conflicts or natural disasters as an 
aid to mutual understanding. It is most often this kind 
of Red Cross activity that meets the public eye.

While internationally organized relief work is 
important from the point of view we are discussing, it can 
also be so on the national level. The aid brought to the 
victims of both sides in a civil war or domestic struggle 
by a Red Cross, will help to reunite and pacify a nation 
torn by hatred and passion.

Some participants even maintained that the 
unexplored possibilities of relief work were so vast that 
before even considering activities specifically for peace 
- the value of which they nonetheless recognized - there 
still remained numerous untouched possibilities for work, 
which in Red Cross hands would greatly enhance its 
contribution to peace.
The_value_to_peace_of_the_dissemination_and_application 

of humanitarian law

The questions raised in the background documents 
on the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions stimulated 
a lively discussion. The majority of the participants 
stressed how useful to the cause of peace was the dissemi
nation of the principles of the Red Cross and the Geneva 
Conventions.

Two misconceptions were pointed out as being 
harmful to this effort. Firstly, the Red Cross's extensive 
action for the benefit of the military victims of conflicts 
(prisoners of war, the sick and wounded) sometimes gave 
the impression that it does not help the civilian popula
tion to such an extent. This is reflected in a play by a 
contemporary dramatist who makes one of his characters 
say :

"The Red Cross takes care of bomber,pilots when
"they are taken prisoner, but doesn't bother
"about the civilians when they are bombarded".

This false impression must be dispelled.
The Red Cross not only comes to the aid of civilian 
populations but it has been trying for a long time to 
reinforce their rights to protection against the dangers 
of hostilities.
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Secondly, and this is the vital point, several 
participants showed that the public all too often 
associated the Geneva Conventions and the principles of 
the Red Cross with the acceptance of war as a necessary 
evil. It must therefore be clearly shown in disseminating 
these principles and conventions that they are in no way 
a moral justification of war and that they never, even 
when applied to hostilities, imply the acceptance of 
violence or its inevitability. To adopt this standpoint 
is to follow the spirit of Henry Dunant's work.

Moreover, some spealers declared that an 
intelligently and consistently undertaken dissemination of 
them would, perhaps, in the long run, be more effective 
in ensuring observation of humanitarian standards than 
recourse to retribution and punishment after they had 
been violated.

It was also suggested that they should not fear 
to make public the difficulties and setbacks, or rather, 
the objectives not attained by the Red Cross for reasons 
beyond its control. Efforts of the Red Cross on behalf of 
civilians were cited as examples of this (the "Tokyo Draft", 
1934 and the "Draft Rules", 1956). The Red Cross should 
not hesitate to point out the weaknesses of humanitarian 
law either, as well as any loopholes in the laws of war in 
the conduct of hostilities, even though this aspect of law 
was not its immediate concern. The Red Cross should never 
cease applying pressure on Governments to improve existing 
conditions and to fill the gaps.

Besides the dissemination of the principles of 
the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions, the application 
of humanitarian law also contributes to peace. Even in the 
worst kind of violence, it keeps alive the spirit of 
humanity and through its various activities (repatriation 
of the wounded, suspension of hostilities, exchanges of 
information about casualties, etc...) it maintains a more 
or less direct contact between the belligerents. All these 
things help towards the cessation of hostilities. 
Consequently, any serious violation of humanitarian 
standards represents an indirect attack on peace.
The Red Cross should, therefore, react more vigorously 
against such violations than it had done in the past. 
Some suggested that the Red Cross should not be 
afraid of being accused of interfering in politics when 
it reacted in such cases. If necessary, it should not 
hesitate to publicise these undeniable attacks on 
humani tari an s tandards.
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Finally, it was said that the National Societies 
could be of great assistance to the ICRC in Red Cross 
efforts to disseminate and apply these standards. Through 
their experience in relations with their Governments, they 
were in a good position to exert constant pressure on the 
relevant authorities.

Dissemination_and_publicity_methods

Better dissemination of the principles of the 
Red Cross and humanitarian law means better publicity. 
A lengthy discussion was held on information techniques 
and their improvement within the Red Cross, including 
the publicity it gives its various activities.

It was pointed out that sufficient material had 
to be adapted to the sector it was aimed at, and that this 
was particularly true in the case of developing countries. 
The material provided by the international organs of 
the Red Cross ought, in some cases, to be more lively, 
more "exciting". This kind of information material is all 
the more necessary in times of peace, because, except when 
natural disasters occur, Red Cross activities tend to 
remain discreetly in the background, while publicity 
requires headline material. Other participants thought that 
the organs of the Red Cross should rather undertake 
specialist studies of information and communications 
techniques, so that they could have more advanced publicity 
material, better adapted to the sectors to be reached 
and their aims.

It was recognized, nowever, that publicity was 
a delicate and complex matter, and that it could involve 
quite heavy expenditure for National Societies having 
limited budgets. Furthermore, it could give rise to 
numerous, embarrassing questions and even have the wrong 
effect, if over-employed. It is most often the quality 
of the action that is most effective.

The view was expressed that, while not doubting 
the utility of such a thorough study of information 
techniques, immediate action should be taken to 
disseminate the ideas of the Red Cross throughout the 
world by making the most of all existing means, however 
imperfect; with proper instruction, the thousands of 
members of these bodies would, in themselves, constitute 
a powerful weapon.
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The representatives of the ICRC gave some 
examples of this kind of activity : the meeting of 
Information Chiefs of National Societies convened by the 
ICRC and the League in January 1967, and the publication, 
by the ICRC, of a school textbook for several African 
countries. In spite of financial difficulties, the ICRC 
has been able to prepare and publish this book, which has 
already been accepted into the school curriculum of 
several African countries.

*******Supplementary NotesAlthough the subject has not always been so clearly defined as it is here, more extensive studies on the Red Cross contribution to peace through its relief work are to be found in the list of documents at the end of this report. Of particular importance are the studies by Mr. Pictet and Mr. Lossier, and the ICRC and League reports presented at the XXth. International Red Cross Conference . this j uncture, one striking of Red Cross and internation- Red Cross has been awarded the Nobel Prizeawarded to Henry Dunant and again and

We might recall, fact that demonstrates the activities to peace : through its founderal organs, the for Peace four Frédéric Passy and in League 1963 it times . in 1901, was
With

atrecognized value
It wasto the ICRC in 1917, jointly awarded to the ICRC in 1944, th e

respect to theConvent ions, Memorandum toGeneva sent a drawing their attention toInternational Red Cross Conferencewhich proposed a The study by Mr , "Dissemination of the information

ofthatin November 1966, of the XXth.on this
the the ICRCdisseminationit should be recalledall the Governments Resolution XXIa resolutionminimum plan disseminating de Preux, legal adviser 1949 Geneva Conventions" about the material, brochures, often

very question - the Conventions to the ICRC may be referred to foravailable for such a dissemination (pamphlets studies, etc.) as has been established by the ICRC, in conjunction with the League of National Societies. Other more recent publications, both jointly edited by the ICRC and the League, are : "The Geneva ConventionsHandbook" (1961) and "The Robinson Family", (in English only) - an illustrated history of the Conventions for children .
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An excellent example of the dissemination of the Conventions is to be found in the study written by Mrs Hashimoto, Director of the Japanese Junior Red Cross, which appeared in the International Review of the Red Cross, December 1961.The ICRC publication "The Red Cross and my country", specially prepared for African schools, has not been sent to all the National Societies of the Red Cross. Published in 1967, it is available to all those wishing to have it. By March 1968, nine countries had already accepted it into their school curricula : Dahomey, Gambia, Ghana, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Sierra Leone, Togo, Upper Volta. While awaiting subsidies from UNESCO and other bodies, which have not yet been provided, the ICRC has had to request a sizeable advance from the Swiss Confederation.The meeting of Information Chiefs, mentioned in the Round Table, is designed to bring together representatives of the Information Services of the European National Societies. It was held in Geneva from 25 to 27 January 1967, and the following twelve countries sent representatives : the Democratic Republic of Germany, the Federal Republic of Germany, Belgium, Denmark, France, the United Kingdom, Greece, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland, Switzerland and Yugoslavia. The agenda of the meeting included the dissemination of the Geneva Conventions and the use of modern audio-visual methods. A full report of the meeting will be published jointly by the ICRC and the League in 1968 .
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III. ACTIVITIES SPECIFICALLY TO PROMOTE PEACE
1. General Remarks

The reasons for such activities

As the previous chapter explains, Red Cross 
relief work contributes, however indirectly, to the 
spirit of peace. The question now is : should the Red 
Cross, in its desire to contribute to the spirit of peace 
and mutual understanding, take the initiative and leave 
its traditional field of action to undertake activities 

f specifically for peace ?
It was implied in the preliminary document that 

the answer should be in the affirmative. It referred to 
resolution X of the 1930 International Conference, which 
says : "The Red Cross should endeavour to seek all points 
where it can exert its moral force and prestige in the 
world movement towards mutual understanding and concilia
tion". Most of the participants confirmed this view.

Several speakers quoted other fundamental texts, 
such as resolution 64 of the XVIIth. Conference at 
Stockholm, 1948 : "Peace is not simply the absence of 
a state of war : it must be won in hard combat by tireless 
exertion day after day in the most varied fields of

• human activity". Mention was also made of important texts
adopted at the XXth. International Conference at Vienna, 
1965 : on the one hand, the first basic principle of the

» Red Cross - the principle of humanity, which proclaims
that : "It (the Red Cross) promotes mutual understanding, 
friendship, co-operation and lasting peace amongst all 
peoples"; on the other hand, resolution X which urges 
Governments to settle their disputes by peaceful means, 
to continue working towards disarmament, and above all, 
encourages the ICRC to undertake, within the framework 
of its humanitarian mission, every effort likely to 
contribute to the prevention or settlement of possible 
armed conflicts.

Activities specifically to promote peace are not 
justified merely by these resolutions. As several speakers 
pointed out, they were also justified by one irrefutable 
fact : however vital they might be to alleviate the 
suffering caused by war, humanitarian law and relief work 
by the Red Cross have not yet put an end to armed conflicts 
and their evil consequences.
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Sometimes, violence is such, passions so roused, and the 
requirements of humanity so flouted, that it becomes 
debatable whether anything short of a return to peace is 
of any real use in relieving the suffering caused by 
such a conflict. This observation fully justifies the 
Red Cross in going beyond its traditional field of action 
to work for peace and mutual understanding.

Politicians, it was advocated, should not be 
left with a monopoly; the Red Cross should also be 
constantly concerned with peace and should exert every 
effort at every level of Government in the cause of 
peaceful solutions of differences.

Reference was also made to the Geneva Conventions 
- each of which was the fruit of past suffering. 
The appearance of nuclear weapons able to destroy all 
living creatures in vast areas of the planet has added a 
new dimension to war. The Red Cross must, for this reason, 
militate all the more for the maintenance of peace.

But to intervene in this new field - through 
appeals or mediation - might, perhaps, bring the Red Cross 
into the political field, and everybody agreed that it 
was essential for the Red Cross to remain faithful to its 
basic principle of neutrality. Naturally, as several 
participants pointed out, this principle should not be 
interpreted so narrowly as to prejudice or render 
ineffective Red Cross initiatives to promote peace.
The voice of the Red Cross must be heard much more in this 
field, while at the same time keeping within bounds, so 
as not to compromise its traditional activities and to 
give greater weight to its interventions.

There is, therefore, a balance to be unremittingly 
maintained and re-established between these various 
exigencies : the application of humanitarian law, the 
search for peace, the observation of the principle of 
neutrality, all of which are complementary and not 
contradictory and should never be forgotten by Red Cross 
leaders.
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lotionship_between_relief_work
anS_activities_specifically_for_peace

In its search for peace, the Red Cross should 
never lose sight of the close relationship that exists 
between its traditional relief work and the activities 
it might undertake specifically for peace. But are 
these activities possible for each National Society, 
if their relief work is inadequately developed ? 
This is the question raised by the preliminary document, 
while referring to the above-mentioned 1930 resolution, 
which by speaking of "moral force" and "prestige" towards 
the spirit of peace, implies that the Red Cross has 
already acquired force and prestige through its traditional 
activities.

The participants, on the whole, confirmed this 
close connexion between the two types of activity. 
Their view was that an activity specifically to promote 
peace presupposed extensive relief work by the National 
Societies concerned and even the existence of highly 
developed Societies at all levels in the countries 
concerned.

It was further remarked that the measures 
envisaged by the Round Table as Red Cross contributions 
to the spirit of peace required of the National Societies 
a degree of development that many of them had not yet 
achieved. Before they could begin, they had to reach a 
sufficiently high degree of development.

Hence the importance, one participant stressed, 
of the League's Red Cross development Programme, the 
effect of which on the contribution to peace is threefold : 
it should encourage the National Societies to fully 
exercise their traditional activities, especially in 
peacetime; it is a sign of solidarity, which itself is 
a sign of mutual understanding; and it contributes to 
reducing the inequalities which constitute a source 
of conflict among peoples.

Other participants asserted the importance of 
this traditional work as a prior necessity; it would be 
futile to speak of peace to a person lacking even the 
rudimentary requirements of a bare existence.
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Supplementary NotesOver the last decade, the ICRC has accepted to undertake tasks directly connected with the peaceful solution of conflicts, thereby indirectly demonstrating the importance it attaches to the maintenance of peace.It will be remembered that during the Caribbean crisis, in 1962, the Secretary General of the United Nations, supported by the United States and the Soviet Union, requested the ICRC to assist in checking on ships heading for Cuba. Because of the gravity of the situation, the ICRC accepted in principle. The favourable outcome of the situation made it unnecessary for the ICRC to undertake such a task. Details of this are to be found in the report presented to the Centenary Congress entitled "The Red Cross as a factor in World Peace" (Doc. DP 10/1).More recently, in September 1967, in response to an urgent appeal by the Organization of African Unity, the ICRC accepted to assist in arranging a peaceful solution to the "mercenary" problem, and consequently to alleviate the sufferings of the Congolese people. For further information, see the International Review of the Red Cross, December 1967, pages 640-650.Similarly, leading directly to the cessation of hostilities during the domestic conflict in Santo Domingo, was the action undertaken by the ICRC in that town, in Spring 1965. With the support of the United Nations and the Organization of American States, the ICRC delegate and the National Red Cross were able to organize a cease-fire. Originally designed to make it possible to find and hospitalize casualties, the cease-fire was extended and enabled the belligerents to negotiate and achieve a final cessation of hostilities.The following documents contain detailed information on the League Red Cross Development Programme, already mentioned as an important contribution to peace, its doctrine and its development :
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"THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE"(Report presented to the XXth . International Conference by the League),The General Report of the League on its activities from 1957 to 1965,(see pages 13-22, 49-60 - this report was presented to the above-mentioned Conference),Annual Plan of the Development Programme, (published by the League).
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2. General Education to promote the Spirit of Peace

The preliminary document declared that education 
in this respect was a field in which the Red Cross was best 
suited to offer its moral force towards mutual understand
ing amongst all nations (Resolutions XXII of the Centenary 
Congress and XI of the Vienna Conference). It raised three 
questions : Who was to be educated ?

What was to be taught ?
And how ?

Education limited to young people ?.-
The general view was that it should not be 

limited. The education of the younger generations is 
fundamental, since the intention is to make every 
individual as aware of the principles of the Red Cross as 
he is of his religion or his philosophy. Furthermore, the 
younger generations are less influenced by nationalistic 
considerations.

In this respect, the Junior Red Cross Movement 
is particularly important, and the Red Cross should give 
it every support. However, as several speakers pointed out, 
education for peace should go beyond this framework to 
reach all the young people of a country.

Some speakers declared that there were certain 
age groups particularly suited to education; the second 
phase, for example, when the adolescent begins to take 
notice of the world around him. It is important that the 
young man, entering the army or even leaving school, should 
not lose his education in peace.

Several other speakers stressed the fact that 
youth education, though profoundly effective, was a long 
term task. It was important, therefore, not to neglect 
medium, or even short term adult education in peace, 
even though this was a more difficult task, since the pre
sent world situation and the dangers threatening 
demanded swift action.

Adult education, as several speakers pointed out, 
should reach all levels of society. The Red Cross should 
help Governments better understand what it stands for and 
should endeavour to remind them of their obligation to seek 
peaceful solutions to their disputes.
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(See chapter IV, which contains the proposal of one 
participant to set up joint Red Cross Committees between 
warring nations and to offer Governments, through the ICRC, 
advice on how to settle their disputes by peaceful means).

Contents.-
The Principle of the Red Cross and the Geneva 

Conventions should be the principle elements of education 
for peace. The application of the seven Red Cross prin
ciples must inevitably contribute to creating an interna
tional climate of mutual understanding. The principle of 
humanity is probably the one most capable of promoting 
this spirit, since it is based on interests and values 
common to all men. The Governments and National Societies 
at the XXth. Conference clearly stressed this when they 
adopted resolution VIII.

It would even be worthwhile to go further, in 
the spirit of Vienna resolution XI (International Civic 
Education), and inform public opinion of the rules of 
international law designed to maintain peace, include 
in education for peace the principles of the United 
Nations Charter - non-recourse to violence, the obligation 
to seek peaceful settlements of international disputes, 
the problem of disarmament, and also the United Nations 
resolutions (General Assembly and Security Council) on 
the settlement of conflicts - in fact, to spread the 
obligation for States to maintain peace in international 
relations.

Some suggested going even further : need for 
technical assistance had been mentioned; the Red Cross 
should also encourage the view that human society cannot, 
without great danger, tolerate the present economic 
disparity between nations and that peace means not 
merely mutual respect and tolerance but also material 
responsibility for our fellow men.

It would also not be without value to include 
in this education documents showing all the horrors of 
modern warfare, as adults tends to forget and youth has 
not experienced it.
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Methods.-
Many participants asked that this education 

be placed in the school curricula of all countries 
and suggested that the Red Cross establish basic 
programmes.

Another solution would be to entrust this 
task to mobile Red Cross staff visiting each school. 
One participant proposed setting up a fund to train such 
personnel for the developing countries.

Periodically organized international seminars 
and permanent training and meeting centres throughout 
the world were also suggested.

Competitions on the Red Cross had been organized 
in the past for the young with excellent results;
similar ones on the Red Cross contribution to peace might 
also be envisaged.

In the same way, extensions to the Junior 
programmes and exchanges of views at all levels might be 
included in this education for peace. Exchanges of moni
tors, handbooks, documents and other material useful to 
the spirit of peace were also proposed as well as 
practical joint projects to develop the spirit of friend
ship and universality.

The need was stressed for closer League and 
ICRC contacts with youth and student movements, in 
order to spread the ideals of the Red Cross and those of 
mutual understanding and at the same time to gain better 
knowledge of the needs of the young. Representatives of 
the ICRC or the League would attend such meetings.

Since UNESCO is working on similar lines, it 
would be advisable to have a better knowledge of their 
programmes.

Finally, the leaders and members of the Red 
Cross, following a basic tenet of education, must live 
up to the principles they themselves proclaim. Through 
their achievements and example, they can contribute to 
education to promote the spirit of peace.
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Supplementary NotesThe League publication "Junior at Work" (edited in 1959, but periodically updated) and the quarterly review brought out by the League entitled "Youth", which often contains relevant articles, are to be consulted on the extensive activities of the Junior Red Cross in this field. They deal, in particular, with measures to develop item 3 of the Juniors’ programme (international friendship and understanding) such as exchanges of albums of school correspondence, international exchanges of groups of Juniors, the organization of international study centres, etc..At the "Junior Red Cross Rendez-vous" organized by the Canadian Red Cross , one of the days was dedicated to the subject "Youth and international understanding".Resolution XI of the Vienna Conference concerning civic education and international understanding was mentioned at the last Council of Delegates at The Hague, in September 1967. In answer to one delegate’s question, the ICRC reported that it had transmitted the Resolution to all the Governments, but that they had not, as far as was known, followed it up in the manner suggested. The Resolution called for a universal cultural convention for the civic education of the rising generations. This problem more directly concerns UNESCO, with which the ICRC and the League maintained close connections in the subjects of mutual concern.
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3. Co-operation with Organizations for Peace

Some held the view that the Red Cross should not 
only contribute to developing the spirit of peace, but 
that it should take a more active and direct part in 
the works of the institutions concerned with the 
maintainance of peace, especially the United Nations and 
its specialized agencies.

This could be done by the international 
institutions of the Red Cross. They should not hesitate 
to attend non-political meetings to promote peace, such 
as the Peace Congress in Moscow, 1962, which the 
ICRC attended.

The question was raised as to how the ICRC had 
followed up resolution X and the particular paragraph 
dealing with its relations with the United Nations.
The President of the ICRC was able to inform participants 
in the Round Table discussion of the close and regular 
contacts he had maintained with the Secretary General of 
the United Nations himself, mainly in order to inform 
him of the fundamental resolutions adopted at the Vienna 
Conference, resolutions X and XXVIII in particular, and 
to examine with him the problems of interest to both 
institutions.

Supplementary NotesOn the subject of ICRC relations with the United Nations, a new close contact was established in the Autumn of 1967. Mr. Pilloud, Director of the ICRC, went to New York to inform the United Nations Secretariat of ICRC activities in the Middle East and Vietnam conflicts and of its work in Africa at the request of the Organization of African Unity.The activities of the United Nations family are not neglected by the ICRC and the League, especially those of the specialized agencies with their headquarters at Geneva. Moreover, in spite of the urgent tasks created by armed conflicts and natural disasters, every attempt is made to attend events concerning peace throughout the world; a task made much easier when such events are held at Geneva.
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Consequently, ICRC representatives attended the Congresses of the World Council for Peace at Helsinki, 1955; Stockholm, 1958; and Moscow, 1962. The ICRC and the League also attended the meetings of the International Peace Bureau in 1965 and 1966, especially the Conference on the maintenance of peace at Strasbourg, and the Seminar on disarmament at Geneva, organized in co-operation with other non-governmental organizations at Geneva.Representatives of the ICRC also attended the meetings of "PACEM IN TERRIS", as well as the World Congress on Peace through Law, held at Geneva, in July 1967.
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4. Action against Threats to international Understanding 
and the Spirit of Peace

The documentation prepared by the ICRC also 
raised the question of the steps the Red Cross might take 
against threats to international understanding and the 
spirit of peace. It recalled the suggestions made by the 
Swedish Red Cross at the 1930 International Conference on 
the struggle against warlike propaganda as well as a 
proposal by the Czechoslovak Red Cross to introduce a 
Red Cross truce. Finally, it brought up the question of the 
appropriateness of launching Red Cross appeals for peace, 
not only of a general nature but more particularly, for 
specific cases of international tension.

Few participants were forthcoming on these 
delicate and difficult subjects. Those who did speak agreed 
that, while recognizing the limitations of such actions, 
the Red Cross should be more active in this field.

The Red Cross is quite capable of fighting against 
news and propaganda contrary to its principles, since its 
strength lies in its objectivity, in its unwillingness to 
conceal the truth. Its leaders, by virtue of their 
international contacts and their open minds, are well 
placed to oppose prejudice and lack of objectivity in 
information presented to the public.

It would be encouraging to see more articles on 
peace and international understanding appear in the ICRC 
Review, since this is the most neutral organ the Red Cross 
possesses. One speaker suggested that Red Cross Review 
managers should meet periodically.

A Round Table convoked by the ICRC in 1930 was 
pessimistic as to the ways the Red Cross might combat 
false propaganda and sensationalism. While appreciating 
the difficulties encountered by its predecesser, the 
Round Table came out in favour of Red Cross action in 
this field. The conclusions valid in 1930 were not entirely 
so now; in the light of major advances in communications, 
the Red Cross could not remain aloof from the 
increasing possibilities of disrupting peace.

One speaker went so far as to wonder whether 
the Red Cross should not protest at every exaltation of 
violence or relaxation from the standards of humanity 
which are so frequently met nowadays both in the press 
and on the radio and at the cinema and on television.



27

As to the Red Cross truce, one participant 
wondered whether the World Red Cross day might not become 
more of a day of solidarity and friendship between peoples.

Finally, on the subject of appeals for peace, 
it was pointed out that the international bodies were 
better suited to launching them than the National Societies, 
because such an action on their part might place them 
in a delicate situation in their respective countries. 
Before any appeal is launched there should, of course, 
be a thorough study of each particular case.

******

Supplementary NotesWith respect to the World Red Cross Day, it was in 194-6 that the Board of Governors, taking their inspiration from the Czechoslovak Red Cross Truce, encouraged National Societies to study the possibility of instituting a Red Cross Day on a fixed date.The World Day was finally agreed to be 8 May. In 1964-, the subject of the World Day was : "The Red Cross - Bond of Solidarity and Factor of World Understanding".
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5. Studies of the Causes of War and Conditions 
required for mutual Understanding 
Dissemination of such Studies

The ICRC documentation asked whether it would 
be useful for the ICRC and the League to undertake studies 
of the basic causes of war - as envisaged by the ICRC 
Round Tables of 1933 and the proposal at the Vienna 
Conference - or, at least, to distribute to the National 
Societies the studies made by other bodies.

The participants who spoke on this subject 
did not think it advisable for the ICRC to undertake 
these studies itself. It was pointed out that there already 
existed about sixty bodies throughout the world that 
specialized in the subject of the causes of war and the 
problems of peace, some of which had powerful resources.

On the other hand, it was believed that the 
ICRC and the League could participate in their dissemi
nation. The international bodies of the Red Cross, 
the International Committee in particular, should keep 
abreast of the work in this field undertaken by the 
specialized agencies of the United Nations and by 
private organizations. The ICRC should be officially 
informed of decisions taken by the Security Council and 
the General Assembly of the United Nations to prevent 
or settle conflicts. It would also be desirable for the 
League and the ICRC to take part in Congresses and 
Conferences on peace. The international bodies of the 
Red Cross would then inform the National Societies of 
the various subjects, thus enabling them to carry out 
more effectively their activities specifically to promote 
peace and to inform their own members of these matters.

The ICRC and the League could also consider 
co-ordinating these studies or even hold meetings of all 
the bodies concerned with such studies on peace.

This division of labour would be all the more 
desirable, since the National Societies are both too 
absorbed by their practical activities and furthermore 
lack the required specialists. They also tend, perhaps, 
to be over-influenced by national considerations. 
The international bodies at Geneva, on the other hand, 
seem to be ideally suited to undertaking such co-ordination.



29

IV. CONTACTS AND RELATIONSHIPS

It was to the credit of the Round Table that it 
highlighted that the Red Cross contribution to peace did 
not lie solely in its activities specifically for that 
purpose, but also in the contacts and relationships 
established among all the members of the International 
Red Cross.

In this connection, one participant stressed the 
value of visits exchanged by leaders of National Societies, 
and of regional meetings, especially where distances are 
vast. All visits are useful, even when incidental to private 
affairs, since they permit fruitful conversations on 
personal experiences, a possibility which correspondance 
or printed documents hardly provide.

Another speaker emphasized the importance of 
these exchanges of information within the Red Cross in 
providing better co-ordination and, perhaps, an opportunity 
for self-criticism, often a necessity. We might recall here 
the proposal made by two participants to hold regional and 
international Seminars, and to create permanent meeting 
centres for the various bodies of the Red Cross.
Maintenance of contacts between National Societies in 
time of crisis or of conflict.-

One of the most critical times for peace is when 
contacts between conflicting parties have been completely 
severed. One of the participants, therefore, had submitted 
in writing a proposal to the effect that it should be 
compulsory for the National Societies of countries at war 
or between which there was a likelihood of war to be in 
contact with each other.

He believed that Red Cross contributions to the 
spirit of peace should be classified according to their 
manner of execution, rather than their content, as the 
ICRC documentation had done by grouping them under relief 
work and specific activities. They may, in fact, be 
multilateral - for example, joint relief work by several 
National Societies; unilateral - for example, the ICRC 
Appeal against nuclear weapons on 5 April 1950;
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or bilateral - joint ICRC and League relief work under
taken in conjunction with the Governments and National 
Societies of the countries concerned; or even trilateral 
- which category would include humanitarian work 
(e.g. exchange of wounded) undertaken, for example, at 
the ICRC's initiative, by the National Societies of two 
warring countries between which diplomatic relations had 
been broken. Such trilateral contributions to the spirit 
of peace are extremely valuable, but also, unfortunately, 
extremely rare.

Consequently, the speaker asked whether these 
contacts could not be made official and compulsory. 
To do this, he proposed the setting up of ad hoc commissions 
in times of crisis. They would be convoked by the ICRC and 
would consist of a chairman - the President of a neutral 
National Society - and four ordinary members - the two 
Presidents of the National Societies in the countries 
involved and the Presidents of two National Societies 
from Countries politically friendly towards one or other 
of the belligerents. The Presidents of the ICRC and the 
League, or their representatives, could also take part in 
their deliberations.

Their main task would be to advise the ICRC as 
to the ways of preventing or terminating such conflicts. 
They might also suggest ways of applying humanitarian law 
and of assisting the international bodies of the Red Cross 
in carrying out their tasks in the countries concerned.

Anticipating the objection that the ICRC would 
thus be drawn into politics, the author of the proposal 
stressed that the ICRC would remain free to accept or 
discard such advice or to transmit it to the relevant 
United Nations organs or Governments, together with a 
disclaimer, if need be, on the grounds of political 
neutrality. Furthermore, as the Round Table had often 
stated, the Red Cross should not hesitate to act boldly 
when the lives and suffering of human beings were at stake, 
as was the case when peace was threatened, even though 
some people might consider such action as "political". 
Moreover, such interventions were recognized by Vienna 
Resolution X (3rd. paragraph from the end) and the 
XVIIth. Conference at Stockholm. The Three Presidents' 
appeal on Vietnam in May 1967 offers us a recent example.
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The other participants who spoke on this subject 
pointed to the need to maintain or re-establish contacts 
between the National Societies of belligerent states. 
Mention was made of the recent intervention by National 
Society Presidents which avoided tension between 
Governments embroiling their countries in armed conflict. 
The meeting was also reminded that during the First World 
War meetings of representatives from belligerent States 
had been held on neutral territory and that agreements 
had been reached which, inter alia, had considerably 
alleviated the plight of victims.

Some speakers reminded the meeting of the risk 
of National Society leaders of belligerent States being 
reproached for maintaining contacts with the enemy as a 
result of such initiatives. Consequently, governmental 
agreement to such contacts would seem to be indispensible, 
even if only tacit.

It is, therefore, important, as several speakers 
pointed out, that already in peacetime Governments should 
understand that the Red Cross must be granted the 
possibility to hold dialogues in time of war. One parti
cipant wondered why the National Societies should not 
immediately try to set up a procedure by which contacts 
could be made during an international or even domestic 
conflict. The burden must not be left entirely on the 
shoulders of the ICRC. The Red Cross must make its voice 
heard during crises.

The difficulties raised by this proposal did not 
escape the other participants, who, whilst not necessarily 
approving the proposed procedure, considered the idea very 
interesting. On the whole, the discussion of this 
proposal seemed to show the necessity of having such 
contacts admitted already in peacetime, and of further study.

******

Supplementary NotesOn several occasions during the Round Table discussions, and especially on the subject of contacts and relationships, the participants stressed the value of regional Red Cross meetings of training and development seminars for National Societies or certain grades of their staffs. In wishing such meetings to be held in the future, we should not forget all those that have already taken place over the last few years.
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It might be recalled that at the 1963 Red Cross Centenary Congress, the plenary meetings were preceded by five major specialized meetings, some of which were in the nature of seminars. They were : the International StudyCentre for Leaders of young National Societies; the World Conferences of Educators; the Red Cross International Meeting of First Aiders; the Seminar on Red Cross activities on behalf of the victims of armed conflicts; and the International Study Centre for Red Cross Nursing Services Officials . Since then, the League has organized several regional meetings and seminars at which the ICRC has usually been represented. In chronological order, they are : the South-East Asia Forum (Sydney, 20 May - 2 June 196U); the Abidjan Seminar, mainly for young West African Societies (27 February - 6 March 1965); the Seminar on "Help for South-East Asia" (Singapore, 2-9 May 1966); the Rabat Seminar for National Societies of the Red Cross and Red Crescent of North Africa and the Middle-East (Rabat, 23-28 May 1966); and the regional Seminar for the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of East Africa (Addis Ababa, 9-19 January 1967).It is a well known fact that regional conferences are frequently held in Latin America. For example, the eighth Inter-American Red Cross Conference was held in Bogota, in November 1966. The League has also organized several regional Seminars, for example : the Guatemala Seminar (November 1967) for North and Central American National Societies; the Caracas Seminar (20-25 November 1967) for Northern Latin American Societies; and the Buenos Aires Seminar (December 1967) for Southern Latin American Societies.Individual reports of all these meetings, seminars and conferences are obtainable from the League and the ICRC.
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V. FOLLOW-UP TO THE ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONS

At the end of the discussions, there arose the 
question of the follow-up to the Round Table.

One participant proposed the creation of a 
standing advisory committee of Red Cross personalities to 
co-operate with the ICRC and the League in their efforts 
to promote peace.

The committee might offer suggestions on the 
following necessities :

a) to induce Governments to create a 
climate of peace;

b) to extend activities in the field of 
education with a view to disseminating the 
seven principles adopted at Vienna;

c) to employ mass media;
d) to combat anti-peace propaganda;
e) to co-operate with the United Nations and 

UNESCO in disseminating the principles
of the Red Cross;

f) to systematize relationships between the
ICRC and the League and the United Nations 
in the struggle for peace;

g) to secure the financial and logistic 
requirements for these ends;

h) to develop Red Cross activities in the 
search for peace on a regional, national 
and international basis.

While stressing the importance and even 
the novelty of some of the proposals advanced at the 
Round Table, several participants preferred not to 
commit themselves for the time being but to study 
the proposals in the form of a detailed report.
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The ICRC had emphasized, in the preliminary 
documentation, that the complexity and scope of the matters 
to be discussed precluded anything but a preliminary 
exchange of views. The participants were, therefore, in 
agreement that such discussions should continue and 
entrusted the matter to the ICRC in consultation with the 
League.

It was proposed, inter alia, that a brief report 
be presented to the forthcoming Council of Delegates and 
that a detailed report be prepared in due course. 
Another Round Table would be convoked in 1968.

The President of the ICRC took the floor to 
conclude the discussions and to thank the participants for 
their co-operation. He declared that the ICRC would follow 
up the consensus of opinion that had been expressed. 
Notwithstanding the brief account that would be distributed 
at the Council of Delegates, a full report of the 
discussions would be sent not only to the participants, 
but also to all National Societies. Furthermore, a second 
Round Table would be convoked in 1968 to study in greater 
detail some of the problems discussed at the first meeting, 
and to prepare concrete proposals to be put before the 
XXIst International Red Cross Conference at Istanbul in 
1969 .

*******

*
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS

I. PRE-1939

A. Official Publications
"APPEL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE POUR LA PAIX"*
(Published jointly by the ICRC and the League,
19 July 1921)

"LA CROIX-ROUGE, FACTEUR DE RAPPROCHEMENT
ENTRE LES PEUPLES" *
(Doc. No. 15 of the XV International Red Cross 
Conference, Tokyo, 1934)
(Report presented by the ICRC on the results of 
meetings it had organized in July and September 
1933, as a follow-up to the 1930 Conference 
Resolution "The Red Cross, an Element 
of Reconciliation between Peoples")
"THE RED CROSS TRUCE"
(Doc. No. 54 of the XIV International Red Cross 
Conference, Brussels, 1930 *)
(Report presented by the President of the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross, Mrs. A. Mazarykova, 
on her Society's experience in the matter.)
"THE RED CROSS TRUCE"
(Doc. No. 28 of the XV International Red Cross 
Conference, Tokyo, 1934 *)
(Report presented by the International Study 
Commission on the Red Cross Truce. This commission, 
composed of the American, Belgian and Italian 
Red Crosses, examined the results of the Truce in 
Czechoslovakia and presented its findings in 
the above report.)

Available only in French.
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For information about the International Red Cross 
Conference discussions on the general problem "the Red 
Cross, an Element of Reconciliation between Peoples" 
see, inter alia, the Reports of the X Conference, 1921, 
pages 98, 99, 117 and 118; the XIV Conference, 1930, 
pages 106-109 and above all, 121-129; the XV Conference, 
1934, pages 168-174 (All in French only).

B. Specific Studies
Max HUBER (former President of the ICRC) :
"LA CROIX-ROUGE, FACTEUR DE RAPPROCHEMENT 
ENTRE LES PEUPLES"
(Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, 
October, 1930 *)

Max HUBER :
"LA CROIX-ROUGE ET LA PREVENTION DE LA GUERRE"
(Study prepared in September 1939 and published 
in the Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, 
April, 1940 *)

II, SINCE 1945

A, Individual Studies
Jean S. PICTET :
"THE RED CROSS AND PEACE"
(International Review of the Red Cross, Suppl't 
March 1951, 11 pages, also exists in pamphlet form.)
(This study is mainly intended to reply to the 
question : "Is the work of the Red Cross 
harmful to the efforts to outlaw war ?")

Jean-G. LOSSIER :
"THE RED CROSS AND PEACE"
(International Review of the Red Cross, Suppl't 
January, May and July 1951, also exists in 
pamphlet form.)
(This study retraces the evolution of Red Cross 
doctrine on peace, then considers the moral aspects, 
positive action and the problem of responsibilities.)
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J.G, de RUEDA :
"LA CROIX-ROUGE : SERVICE HUMAIN, FACTEUR DE PAIX"
(Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge,
May 1952, pages 359-364 *)

James A. JOYCE :
"RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL AND STRATEGY OF PEACE"
(London, 1957, 270 pages)
(This work studies the Red Cross in general, 
in its various aspects, with particular 
emphasis on its contribution to peace.)

B. Official Publications
Since the XVIII International Red Cross 

Conference (Toronto, 1952), the ICRC and the League have 
regularly presented reports on the subject : 
"The Red Cross as a factor in world peace". 
Of the ICRC reports, the following are particularly 
important : the report presented to the Centenary 
Congress (Doc. DP/10/1) dealing mainly with the part 
played by the ICRC in the Caribbean crisis, 1965, 
and the report presented to the XX International 
Conference (Doc. G/ll/1) which, after giving an 
outline of the Red Cross activities to promote peace, 
made the practical proposal to hold Round Tables.

Of the League's reports, we might mention 
the report presented to the Centenary Congress 
(Doc. DP/10/2), containing an annex giving all the 
resolutions on peace adopted by the International 
Conferences, the Board of Governors and the Executive 
Committee, as well as the report presented to the 
XX International Conference (Doc. G/ll/1).

In the International Conference discussions 
devoted to the problems of peace, the relevant 
documents are : the Reports of the XVIII Conference 
(pages 133-135); the XIX Conference (pages 132-138 
and 147-148); the Centenary Congress (pages 83-98); 
and the XX Conference (pages 55-57).
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The_Jable_held_at_The_HagueL_28_August_1967

"PRELIMINARY TO THE DRAFT AGENDA"
(Doc. D 975 - 30 June 1967)
"THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR IN WORLD PEACE"
(Doc. CD/lb/1)
(A summary of the Round Table discussions presented 
to the Council of Delegates by Mr. Pictet.)

•k’k'k'k'k'k'k'k
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCES

(Only a few of the more important resolutions are 
given here. For the other resolutions, the Red Cross 
Handbook is to be consulted : pages 398-403 and 557-561) .

_the_X_International_Conf  erence__( 1921)_. -

"The International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the League of Red Cross Societies shall address an appeal 
to all peoples to combat the spirit of war which is still 
rife throughout the world."

(This appeal appeared in the 1921 Revue 
internationale de la Croix-Rouge, page 791).

Resolution XXV of the XIV International Conference (1930).-

"The XIVth International Red Cross Conference, 
"considering that the activity of National Red Cross 
"Societies, which originally envisaged only aid to 
"wounded soldiers, has gradually been extended to all 
"forms of suffering, whether in peace or in war time, 
"considering that an essential condition of this 
"activity is a scrupulous observance of the principle 
"of racial, religious and political neutrality, 
"a principle which enables the Red Cross to recruit 
"its helpers among all races, creeds and parties, 
"without excluding any,
"considering that the National Societies, in this 
"manner, develop and organize within their territories, 
"on a neutral basis, the efforts of charitable persons 
"with a view to strengthening the efficacity of 
"their work,
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"considering that the National Societies - extending 
"over all countries and collaborating, through their 
"international organization, towards the realization 
"of a common aim under a distinctive sign consecrated 
"by a universal treaty - represent a moral force in 
"international affairs and an element of mutual aid 
"and reconciliation between peoples,
"expresses its conviction that the Red Cross, by its 
"efforts to establish these points of contact will 
"bring the support of its moral force and prestige to 
"the world movement towards comprehension and 
"conciliation, the essential guarantees for the 
"maintenance of peace, and will thus work efficacious- 
"ly against war as the sole means of preventing that 
"suffering the mitigation of which originally formed 
"the primary object of its activity."

Resolution XXII of the XV International Conference (1934),-

"The XVth International Red Cross Conference, 
"having taken cognizance of the report of the 
"International Commission for the study of the 
"Red Cross Truce, and notably of the resolution 
"adopted by that Commission on April 14th, 1933, 
"thanks the members of the Commission for their 
"report and for the careful study which they have 
"given to this important question,
"requests the National Red Cross Societies to 
"examine with special care the conclusions of the 
"Commission and the possibility of associating 
"themselves therewith,
"considering the Truce as an effective means of 
"promoting international understanding and 
"co-operation,
"expresses the hope that all National Societies which 
"decide to adapt to the conditions prevailing in 
"their own countries the method successfully 
"practised by the Czechoslovak Red Cross, will 
"afford opportunities to representatives of the 
"International Committee of the Red Cross and of 
"the League of Red Cross Societies for following 
"their work in this field,
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"and addresses to the President of the Czechoslovak 
"Red Cross renewed congratulations on her inspiring 
"initiative."

Resolution XXII of the XV International Conference (1934).-

"The XVth International Red Cross Conference, 
"considering the paramount importance of the Press 
"for a better understanding between the nations and 
"the maintenance of good relations between them,
"recognizes the usefulness of the initiative taken 
"by the Swedish Red Cross in regard to the attitude 
"of the Press at times when the peaceful relations 
"between the nations are threatened,
"and expresses the hope that it will be possible 
"to find a practical solution to the problems 
"resulting from that initiative."

Resolution LXIV of the XVII International Conference (1948).-

"The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference, 
"re-affirms the abhorrence of war by the Red Cross 
"and its determination to work constantly for the 
"development of that international understanding 
"which would bring about an enduring Peace amongst 
"all nations of the world. This will be achieved by 
"spreading the ideal for which the Red Cross 
"particularly stands : the relief of suffering 
"wherever it may exist and the endeavour to spread 
"the Red Cross principles of selfless service to 
"all quarters of the globe. Aware that the younger 
"generation will soon be called upon to play its 
"part in world affairs, the International Red Cross 
"will make every effort to establish, extend 
"and strengthen the Junior Red Cross movement in 
"all countries, with a view to creating better 
"understanding and mutual respect amongst millions 
"of young people in all parts of the world,
"adopts the Declaration on Peace submitted by the 
"XXth Session of the Board of Governors of the 
"League of Red Cross Societies, which reads as 
"follows -
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"The history of mankind shows that the 
"campaign against the terrible scourge of war cannot 
"achieve success if it is limited to the political 
"sphere. Faced with the ever-increasing deadly 
"effectiveness of chemical, biological, bacteriological 
"or atomic weapons of total warfare, the opposing 
"forces must strive to avert this terrible catastrophe 
"by every available means. Peace is not simply the 
"absence of a state of war, it must be won in hard 
"combat by tireless exertion day after day in the 
"most varied fields of human activity.

"The Red Cross, nationally and international- 
"ly is a vital force for the preservation of peace. 
"Peace in a nation is built in the hearts and minds 
"of men by deeds that are prompted by manifest 
"sympathy, understanding and respect for their 
"fellow-men. In like manner, when extended to the 
"international level, such actions not only relieve 
"distress but contribute to the creation of construc- 
"tive attitudes of friendliness and sympathy among the 
"peoples of the world.

"The Red Cross has as its primary function 
"the relief of human suffering on an impartial basis 
"without regard for the differences of nationality, 
"race, or religious or political belief.
"In discharging this responsibility at home and abroad 
"the Red Cross offers to all men an opportunity for 
"positive action to meet human need and at the same 
"time contribute to that better understanding among 
"peoples which is essential to the maintenance of 
"peace.

"The unique character of the Red Cross with 
"over 100,000,000 adult and junior members, united 
"in sixty-five national Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
"Red Lion and Sun Societies and federated in the 
"League of Red Cross Societies, enables these 
"humanitarian activities to take on added significance 
"for the preservation of peace because the actions 
"are prompted by the same basic humanitarian 
"considerations and conducted under the common 
"symbol universally recognized throughout the world.
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"The actions whereby Red Cross members and 
"groups relieve suffering through the extension of 
"aid to the sick and helpless, to the refugee and to 
"the homeless, and to the victims of war or catastrophe 
"are practical, productive measures in the cause of 
"peace. The work of the National Societies in the 
"prevention of illness and disease through health 
"activities, the programmes by and for youth in which 
"the Junior Red Cross stimulates the spirit of 
"self-sacrifice and service to others, and the 
"international programmes of co-operation among 
"sister Societies - all tend to demonstrate tangibly 
"through the Red Cross man's concern for the welfare 
"of his fellow-man. The attitudes so developed and 
"strengthened are strong contributors to the 
"elimination of some of the causes of war. The Red 
"Cross the world around should concentrate its 
"resources on these practical, tangible measures in 
"which people may engage, and through the by-products 
"of such efforts play their part in creating that 
"better understanding among all peoples that flows 
"naturally from such measures.

"The primary role of the Red Cross in the 
"preservation of peace is, therefore, one of conduct- 
"ing activities through which men, women and children 
"throughout the world may act to relieve and prevent 
"humain suffering both at home and abroad. The Red Cross 
"programme must be one of positive action within 
"its proper sphere of competence. Action of this kind 
"is the most effective expression of the aspirations 
"of men for peace. In pursuing this basic objective 
"the Red Cross welcomes the collaboration of all 
"people and all agencies, national and international, 
"genuinely concerned with the preservation of peace.

"It is therefore for all National Red Cross, 
"Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, and for 
"each of their individual members, men, women and 
"children, all of whom, individually or collectively, 
"belong to this universal federation, the League of 
"Red Cross Societies, to support and sustain the 
"basic Red Cross activity of mutual aid and friendly 
"co-operation between individuals and nations, there- 
"by contributing to the further objective of the 
"Red Cross to contribute to the foundation on which 
"peace can be built. To quote its founder, Henri 
"Dunant, in "A Souvenir of Solferino" - "To encourage 
"the ideas of solidarity between nations in doing 
"good is to oppose war".
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"The more keenly the servants of the Red 
"Cross throughout the world are conscious of this 
"sacred duty, the nearer man will draw to that ideal 
"state of real peace which alone will enable him 
"to attain the summit of his creative faculties."

R§sglution_VIII_Xextractl_of_the_XX_International
Conference (1965).-

"The XX International Conference of the 
"Red Cross, proclaims the following fundamental 
"principles on which Red Cross action is based :
"HUMANITY

The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring 
assistance without discrimination to the 
wounded on the battlefield, endeavours - 
in its international and national capacity - 
to prevent and alleviate human suffering 
wherever it may be found. Its purpose is 
to protect life and health and to ensure 
respect for the human being. It promotes 
mutual understanding, friendship, 
co-operation and lasting peace amongst 
all peoples.

"IMPARTIALITY
It makes no discrimination as to nationality, 
race, religious beliefs, class or political 
opinions. It endeavours only to relieve 
suffering, giving priority to the most urgent 
cases of distress.

"NEUTRALITY
In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of 
all, the Red Cross may not take sides in 
hostilities or engage at any time in contro
versies of a political, racial, religious or 
ideological nature.
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"INDEPENDENCE
The Red Cross is independent. The National 
Societies while auxiliaries in the humanitarian 
services of their Governments and subject to 
the laws of their respective countries, must 
always maintain their autonomy so that they 
may be able at all times to act in accordance 
with Red Cross principles.

"VOLUNTARY SERVICE
The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organisation 
not prompted in any manner by desire for gain.

"UNITY
There can be only one Red Cross Society in any 
one country. It must be open to all. It must 
carry on its humanitarian work throughout 
its territory.

"UNIVERSALITY
The Red Cross is a world-wide institution in 
which all Societies have equal status and share 
equal responsibilities and duties in helping 
each other."

Resolution X of the XX International Conference sl265)_.-

The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace
"The XXth International Conference of the

"Red Cross,
"noting with satisfaction the Resolution entitled
""Red Cross as a factor in World Peace" adopted by the 
"Council of Delegates (Geneva, 1963),
"recalling Resolutions previously adopted in this field 
"particularly by the XIXth International Conference 
"of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 1957),
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"welcomes the efforts made by various Governments to 
"eliminate the danger of armed conflicts through 
"disarmament and, in particular, through the 
"conclusion of the 1963 Treaty banning nuclear weapon 
"tests in the atmosphere, in outer space, and under 
"water and also the 1963 Resolution of the United 
"Nations General Assembly banning the stationing of 
"weapons of mass destruction in outer space,
"expresses its profound anxiety with regard to the 
"suffering endured by the populations of a number of 
"countries where armed conflicts are being waged,
"further expresses its deep concern at and deplores 
"the repeated use of force directed against the 
"independence or the right to self-determination of 
"all peoples,
"urges all Governments to settle their international
"disputes by peaceful means in the spirit of
"international law,
"appeals to all Governments to pursue their efforts 
" to reach agreement on the ban of all nuclear weapon 
" tests and on general and complete disarmament
" under effective international control as well as to
" consider taking such partial measures as the
" establishment of nuclear free zones and agreements 
"for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
" encourages the International Committee of the 
" Red Cross to undertake, in constant liaison with 
" the United Nations and within the framework of its 
" humanitarian mission, every effort likely to 
" contribute to the prevention or settlement of 
"possible armed conflicts, and to be associated, 
" in agreement with the States concerned, with any 
" appropriate measures to this end,
" urges the ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies, 
" the National Societies and Governments to redouble
" their efforts with a view to the universal and 
" scrupulous application, in a spirit of humanity, 
"of the Geneva Conventions, in all armed conflicts,
" expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the 
" ICRC, the League, the National Societies and 
"Governments for the alleviation of suffering, and 
" encourages them to continue such efforts in the 
" future."
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Bê§olution_XI_of_the_XX_International Conference (1965).-

Civic Education and International Understanding

"The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
"recalling Resolution No. XXXVII adopted at the 
"XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
"(New Delhi, 1957), in which Governments were exhorted 
"in all their acts to obey the ideal of human fellow- 
"ship and the humanitarian principles recognised by 
"all nations,
"confirming that the Red Cross aims to promote mutual 
"international understanding and friendship between 
"all countries by ensuring respect for the dignity 
"of the human being,
"considering that the ideal of world peace as the 
"moral objective of the efforts of all nations can be 
"achieved if these efforts are made with faith and 
"perseverance despite the fact that this is a long-term 
"undertaking,
"aware of the fact that one of the most effective means 
"of attaining the ideal of peace in the world is the 
""humanisation" of peoples in accordance with the
"motto "Per humanitatem ad pacem",
n

’"declaring that the humanisation of peoples cannot be 
"effected without civic education of the masses in the 
"spirit of international mutual understanding and 
"human solidarity, this applying above all to the 
"rising generations of the countries of the whole world, 
"namely those who will hold the destinies of tomorrow 
"in their hands,
"considering that the level of civilisation of countries 
"is determined by the degree of respect shown by each 
"individual to his neighbour and by each nation to 
"the international community,
"expresses the wish that Governments conclude a. 
"universal cultural convention, in which they would 
"undertake to initiate appropriate action to ensure the 
"civic education of the younger generations within 
"educational establishments at all levels - higher, 
"secondary and primary - with the aim of making people 
"realise that men just like States do not only have
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"rights but also fundamental duties to respect, and 
"make respected, the dignity of the human being as 
"well as to contribute to the improvement of living 
"conditions by every means of moral and material 
"solidarity."

********


