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Geneva, June 28, 1967

ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE ORGANIZED BY THE ICRC ON THE THEME :

"THE RED CROSS AS A FACTOR FOR PEACE"

(The Hague, end August 1967)

Note to participants

As you will undoubtedly have understood, recent events 
in the Near East and the particularly intense activity for all ICRC 
personnel to which they give rise have prevented our conveying to 
you earlier the International Committee’s pleasure on receiving your 
favourable replies to its President's invitation to you last April 
to take part in this colloquy. The crisis also prevented our sending 
you sooner the working documents mentioned in the invitation and the 
information on arrangements made for the meeting.

We are pleased to send you with this note the docu
ments and information concerned«

1. Attendance

Before making any comment on the document attached here
to we would make a few remarks on the replies to oui' President's 
invitation«

Of the twenty persons invited so far, fifteen replied 
favourably. Two have expressed their regret at being prevented 
from going to the Hague on the appointed date (the Countess of 
Limerick and Mr. André François-Poncet), and two will not be 
taking part in the Board of Governors Meeting (Mr. Kawanishi 
and Mr. Ko Ko). A reply is still awaited from Mrs. Tumendelger«

It may well be that our President, in the light of 
these absences, will send invitations to other prominent members 
of the Red Cross. We shall not fail to inform you thereof.
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2. Sittings

As already announced, the exchanges of views will take 
place for the most part in two sittings, in the morning and 
afternoon of August 28, in premises which the Netherlands Red 
Cross has booked specially for the purpose» They will not be in 
the same building as the Board of Governors Meeting. The colloquy 
will be purely private; it will be attended only by persons 
invited and members and staff of the ICRC and the League who 
might usefully contribute.

These exchanges of views might continue on August 29, 
but without the members of the League Bareme Commission and 
Development Programme Consultative Committee, who on that day 
will be attending meetings of these League bodies.

Interpretation at these sittings on August 28 into 
English, French and Spanish will be simultaneous; in addition 
arrangements will be made for consecutive interpretation from 
German for those who wish to speak in that language. At any 
session which may take place on August 29, ICRC staff will 
provide consecutive interpretation.

As promised in our President’s letter of invitation, 
we enclose herewith a questionnaire, replies to which, although 
not binding on the ICRC, are intended to form the basis for 
drawing up a draft provisional agenda. This questionnaire gives 
tentative suggestions for guide lines which might be followed 
by the exchanges of views.

This questionnaire is intented particularly to enable 
you to let us have your remarks and suggestions on the ideas 
it contains and any other questions which might be discussed.

We would be grateful if you could send us your remarks 
and suggestions by the end of July, to enable us to draw up a 
provisional agenda for submission to the Conference and which we 
will send you towards mid August.

4. Expenses

As mentioned in our President’s letter the ICRC is 
prepared to assume the extra hotel and subsistence expenses 
incurred in the Hague due to your having to reach that town 
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earlier than originally expected in order to take part in the 
Round Table Conference. In due course we shall send you a 
claims form but we should be obliged if participants expecting 
to incur such expenses would kindly give us an idea of what 
these will amount to when returning the questionnaire. The ICRC 
will also defray the other expenses involved for the holding of 
this Round Table Conference.

Our thanks go to the Netherlands Red Cross for every
thing it does to facilitate arrangements for the Conference.

Director-General

Annex


