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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

The Hague, September Sth, 1967

Item 1 of the Agenda

Follow-up to certain Resolutions of the

XXth International Conference of the Red Cross

Resolution X

The Red Cross as a Factor in World Peace

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

noting with satisfaction the Resolution entitled ’’Red Cross 
as a factor in World Peace” adopted by the Council of Delegates (Geneva, 
1963),

recalling Resolutions previously adopted in this field particu
larly by the XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 
1957),

welcomes the efforts made by various Governments to eliminate 
the danger of armed conflicts through disarmament and, in particular, 
through the conclusion of the·1963 Treaty banning nuclear weapon tests in 
the atmosphere, in outer space, and under water and also the 1963 Resolu
tion of the United Nations General Assembly banning the stationing of 
weapons of mass destruction in outer space,

expresses its profound anxiety with regard to the suffering 
endured by the populations of a number of countries where armed conflicts 
are being waged,

further expresses its deep ooncern at and deplores the repeated 
use of force directed against the independence or the right to self determina 
tion of all peoples,

urges all Governments to settle their international disputes 
by peaceful means in the spirit of international law,

appeals to all Governments to pursue their efforts to reach 
agreement on the ban of all nuclear weapon tests and on general and complete 
disarmament under effective international control as well as to consider 
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taking such partial measures as the establishment of nuclear free zones 
and agreement for the non-poliferation of nuclear weapons,

encourages the International Committee of the Red Cross to 
undertake, in constant liaison with the United Nations and within the 
framework of its humanitarian mission, every effort likely to contribute 
to the prevention or settlement of possible armed conflicts, and to be 
associated, in agreement with the States concerned, with any appropriate 
measures to this end,

urges the ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies, the 
National Societies and Governments to redouble their efforts with a view 
to the universal and scrupulous application, in a spirit of humanity, of 
the Geneva Conventions, in all armed conflicts,

expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the ICRC, the 
League, the National Societies and Governments for the alleviation of 
suffering, and encourages them to continue such efforts in the future.

Resolution XXVIII

Protection of Civilian Populations against the
Dangers of Indiscriminate Warfare

The XXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

in its endeavours for the protection of the civilian population, 
reaffirms Resolution No. XVIII of the XVIIIth International Conference of 
the Red Cross (Toronto, 1952], which, in consideration of Resolution No.XXIV 
of the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross (Stockholm, 1948] 
requested Governments to agree, within the framework of /general disarmament, 
to a plan for the international control of atomic energy which would ensure 
the prohibition of atomic weapons and the use of atomic energy solely for 
peaceful purposes,

thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for the 
initiative taken and the comprehensive work done by it in defining and 
further developing international humanitarian law in this sphere,

states that indiscriminate warfare constitutes a danger to the 
civilian population and the future of civilisation,

solemnly declares that all Government? and other authorities 
responsible for action in armed conflicts should conform at least to 
the following principles:

that the right of the parties to a conflict to adopt means of 
injuring the enemy is not unlimited;
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that it is prohibited to launch attacks against the civilian 
populations as such;

that distinction must be made at all times between persons 
taking part in the hostilities and members of the civilian 
population to the effect that the latter be spared as much 
as possible;

that the general principles of the Law of War apply to nuclear 
and similar weapons;

expressly invites all Governmente who have not yet done so to 
accede to the Geneva Protocol of 1925 which prohibits the use of asphyxiating, 
poisonous, or other gases, all analogous liquids, materials or devices, 
and bacteriological methods of warfare,

urges the ICRC to pursue the development of International 
Humanitarian Law in accordance with Resolution No. XIII of the XIXth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross, with particular reference to the need 
for protecting the civilian population against the sufferings caused by 
indiscriminate warfare,

requests the ICRC to take into consideration all possible means 
and to take all appropriate steps, including the creation of a committee of 
experts, with a view to obtaining a rapid and practical solution of this 
problem,

requests National Societies to intervene with their Governments 
in order to obtain their collaboration for an early solution of this 
question and urges all Governments to support the efforts of the International 
Red Cross in this respect,

requests all National Societies to do all in their power to 
persuade their Governments to reach fruitful agreements in the field of 
general disarmament.
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