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INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS IN PRAGUE ON THURSDAY 

5th OCTOBER 1961 

I 

Red Cross principles 

HUMANITY The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance 
without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, 
endeavours - in its international and national capacity- to 
prevent and alleviate human suffering where-ever it may 
be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health and to 
ensure respect for the human being. It promotes mutual 
understanding, friendship, co-operation and lasting peace 
amongst all peoples. 

IMPARTIALITY It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, 
religious beliefs, class or political opinions. It endeavours 
only to relieve suffering, giving priority to the most urgent 
cases of distress. 

NEUTRALITY In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, 
the Red Cross may not take sides in hostilities or engage at 
any time in controversies of a political, racial, religious 
or ideological nature. 

INDEPENDENCE The Red Cross is independent. The National Societies, 
while auxiliaries in the humanitarian services of their 
governments and subject to the laws of their respective 
countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that they 
may be able at all times to act in accordance with Red Cross 
principles. 

VOLUNTARY 
SERVICE 

UNITY 

The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organization not 
prompted in any manner by desire for gain. 

There can be only one Red Cross Society in any one 
country. It must be open to all. It must carry on its humanitarian 
work throught its territory. 

UNIVERSALITY The Red Cross is a world-wide institution in which 
all Societies have equal status and share equal responsibilities 
and duties in helping each other. 
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II 

Use of the Red Cross emblem 

by the National Societies 

The Council of Delegates, 

having studied the reports submitted by the South African Red Cross 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross on the employment of the 
Red Cross emblem by National Societies, as well as the opinions expressed 
by delegates of the National Societies, 

considers it desirable, as do the authors of these reports, to 
establish standard regulations which will permit all National Societies and 
their members to use the signs of the red cross, red crescent or red lion and 
sun in accordance with international stipulations, 

invites National Societies to acquaint the International Committee 
of the Red Cross with their experiences and views in this connection, and 

invites the International Committee of the Red Cross, together 
with the League, to prepare detailed draft regulations on the use of the emblem 
for submission to the next International Conference of the Red Cross. 

III 

New emblem indicating civilian medical personnel 

The Council of Delegates, 

recognizing the need of ensuring for the medical profession the 
free exercise of their duties in time of conflict .or internal disturbances, and 
recognizing, moreover, the value which a special distinctive sign, which 
could be the staff of Aesculapius, red on a white ground, would have for the 
members of this personnel, 

approves the report on this matter submitted by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 

recommends the National Societies to approach, together with the 
medical organizations of their countries, their Governments in order to obtain• 
the implementation of the proposals contained therein, 

calls upon the National Societies to report on the measures taken 
in this connection in their countries at the next International Conference of 
the Red Cross, 
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request the International Committee of the Red Cross to continue 
to study this very important problem with the help of experts and to report 
to the next International Conference of the Red Cross. 

IV 

Cooperation of National Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 

and Sun) Societies in civilian defence 

The Council of delegates 

recognizing the importance of the problem raised by the Irish 
Red Cross in its memorandum on the co-operation of National Red Cross 
Societies in Civil Defence, 

having also considered the joint report submitted by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on this 
subject, 

1) confirms that the co-operation of National Red Cross Societies in 
government efforts aiming at protecting the civilian population in the 
event of an armed conflict constitutes a natural task for these Societies 
and is in keeping with the principles of the Red Cross; 

2) recommends that the National Societies - in the agreements concluded 
with the authorities of their countries for establishing the scope and 
terms of their collaboration in Civil Defence - endeavour to lay down 
conditions which will enable their personnel participating in Civil 
Defence to be clearly recognizable as Red Cross personnel, and to 
maintain the necessary ties with their National Society; 

3) voices the wish that the International Committee of the Red Cross may 
actively continue its work in view of strengthening; within international 
humanitarian law, the immunity of non-military Civil Defence bodies, 
in particular by means of the adoption of a standard distinctive sign. 
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