
The Activity of the Yugoslav 
Red Cross Concerning the 

Disaster in Skoplje



Upon getting the news of the catastrophy in 
Skoplje, the Central Board of the Yugoslav Red Cross has 
undertaken necessary steps for providing aid to the vic
tims of the earthquake and for mobilizing the whole or
ganization. Contacts have been immediately established 
with the Federal Headquarters for Fighting Elementary 
Disasters and suggestions have been given to the Red 
Cross Boards to get into contact with corresponding au
thorities for the coordination of activities.

Simultaneously the League of the Red Croos So
cieties has been informed by cable about the earthquake 
and fir s t  information have been sent. Before receiving 

our cable, Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General of the 
League, phoned on his own in itiative  expressing his 

condolences and saying that he would immediately send 
and appeal to a l l  national Red Cross societies, demand
ing urgent help.

The fir s t  appeal of the League of the Red Cross 

Societies sent to a ll national Red Cross Societies read 

aB follows;

" Early this morning, the League of the Red 

Cross Societies has had a telephone conversation with the 
Yugoslav Red Cross, confirming that a strong earthquake
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had partia lly  demolished the city of Skoplje in the 

Republic of Macedonia, in the south of Yugoslavia,
Broken communications with Skoplje do not allow to de
termine the actual situation, not the number of victims 
and the needs of the population which in any case seem 

to be enormous.

On the demand of the Yugoslav Red Cross, the 

League of the Red Cross Societies w ill today appeal 
by cable to a ll national societies for sending aid 
as soon as possible. The most needed are blood plasma, 

antibiotics, tents, camping beds, blankets, as well as 
financial aid which would enable the purchase of the 
most needed things in the country. This appeal w ill be 
completed upon getting more precise information ”,

Next day, July 27thm the second statement of 
the League of the Red Cross Societies has been issued, 
with the following text: ’’National Red Cross societies 
answered to the appeal being sent concerning the need 
for aid to the victims of the earthquake in Yugoslavia.

Aswering to the appeal of the League, which 

has been sent on July 26th, 19 national Red Cross so
cieties announced big shipments of different material. 
These are the national societies of: German Democratic 
Republic, German Federal Republic, Australia, Austria, 

Belgium, Canada, Danemark, USA, Finland, France, Greece, 
Hungary, Monaco, Norway, New Zealand, Holland, Great 
Britain, Sweden and Switzerland.
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The aid of these contries has been sent in the 

majority of cases by a ir and consisted of blood plasma, 
antibiotics, material for dressing and fir s t  aid kits, 
drugs, tents , camping beds, blankets, etc. Two national 
societies -  from Austria and Greece -  have sent each a 
field hospital with complete equipment.

Although the Secretariat of the League does not 
have at present a ll data, i t  can be said that the value 
of aid sent by national Red Cross societies during the 

first 24 hours is  about 5oo.ooo Swiss Francs.

The Yugoslav Red Cross plays an important role 

in taking care of the victims, and its  president dr Pavle 
Gregoric is on the spot. The city^of Skoplje is  the ca
pital of Macedonia and has about I 80.000 inhabitants.
The earthquake has demolished 80% of a ll houses. Hou
ses which were not destroyed are so ruined that it  is  
impossible to live  in them. The city must be completely 
evacuated and the operations in this sense are already 

under way. According to information received today from 

the Yugoslav Red Cross, i t  is estimated that there are 

numerous victims of which about 2.5oo serously wounded”.

As may be seen from the statement of the League 

issued the firs t  day, many national Red Cross societies 
have sent their condolences and urgent aid in drugs, 
sanitary equipment and personnel. By August 1st, 41 na
tional societies have expressed their condolences, while 

24 sent aid -  Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Dane- 
mark , Greece, France, Finland, Holland, Israe l, Iran, 
German Demokratic Republic, Ita ly , Japan, Hungary,
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Marocco, Canada, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Sweden, Swit
zerland, USA Great Britain and German Federal Republic; 
twelve national societies announced their aid -  Albania, 
Algeria, Belgium, India, China, USSR, Turkey, Tunisia, 
Luxemburg, Australia, New Zealand, and Monaco; while 

nine national societies expressed their condeiencee - 
Afghanistan, Argentine, Burma, Chile, Iraq, Philippines, 
Rcuador, Pakistan and Spain.

Together with the shipments of goods, six natio
nal societies have sent their representatives to dis
cuss personaly the needs for further aid. These were 
vice-presidents of the Bulgarian, Zcechoslovakian and 

Hungarian Red Cross, secretary-generals of the Austrian 

and the Norwegian Red Cross, president of the Bavarian 

Red Cross, o ffic ia ls  of the Rumanian Red Cross. The 

president of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent of the 

Soviet Union called by phone the President of the Cen
tral Board of the Yugoslav Red Cross dr. Pavle Gregoric,

Representatives of numerous embassies on behalf 
of their national Red Cross cosieties also got into con
tact with the Central Board for consultations concern
ing the character of further aid.

Beside the Red Cross societies other humanita
rian organizations of national and international cha
racter have sent urgent aid and also their representa
tives for consultations concerning further cooperation.

-  Caritas Internationale from Rome sent its  re
presentative who brought along a shipment of drugs and
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upon visiting Skoplje ordered a shipment of tents amount- 
ting to 4,5oo dollars.

-  The president of the ’’Norwegian People’ s Help" 
dr John Carpensen has v isited  Skoplje too, and informed
us that his organization is  putting at our disposal the 

amount of 5o.ooo Norwegian kronnen, promising at the same 
time that he w ill develop further activ ities for purchas
ing prefabricated houses.

-  The Organization of the Evangelic Church in 
Western Germany has sent three representatives together 
with a shipment of 4 wagons of supplies. They have also 
visited Skoplje and have promised to send as soon as pos
sible prefabricated houses.

-  Representatives of the CARE Mission, World 
Service of Churches, and the Luteran World Aid, accredit
ed in Belgrade, have v isited  already the f i r s t  day the 

Central Board of the Yugoslav Red Cross and put at the 
disposal of the authorities a ll  stocks of food that they 

have in Yugoslavia, promising at the same time to send
as soon as possible new shipments for regular programs of 
school-messes, and programs of aid to social and health 
institutions. Besides, the CARE Mission has premised to 

send from its  stocks in Greece flour, milk and beans 
for about 60.000 people, as well as several thousand 

of typical CARE parcels. We were informed that they have 

asked New York for allowing special extraordinary stocks 

of food.
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-  The World Service of Churches has sent, be

side putting at our disposal fats, flour and milk from 

its program for school messes, its  representative Mr. 
King, who has, together with the permanent representa
tive of this organization in Yugoslavia Mr0 Lund, in
formed the Central Board of the Yugoslav Red Cross that 
an appeal has been sent to a l l  their organizations, as 
has been done after the disaster in Agadir, for collect 

ing financial aid. /According to information received 

by August 8th, already 3oo»ooo dollars have beeen col
lected/. Mr. King has also said that his organization 
is prepared to build settlements, or some other build
ings in Skoplje on this financial aid.

-  "The Oxford Committee for Aid to the Hungry 

has sent on behalf of its  organization and four other 
humanitarian organizations of Great Britain, two repre
sentatives who brought along to the Central Board of 
the Yugoslav Red Cross a cheque amounting to 15«ooo 

Pounds sterling and one prefabricated house. They have 

visited Skoplje too.

-  On July 29th, the League of Red Cross socie 

ties has been its  Director of the Social and Health Bu
reau dr Hancev who has visited Skoplje along with dr 
Gregoric. In his statement he has said that according 

to their judgment, the appeal of the League for provid
ing aid to Skoplje has been excellently received by na
tional Red Cross societies. This proves the solidarity  

and humanism of the Red Cross. This reception by natio
nal Red Cross societies has been very warmly accepted
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in our country. According to the report of dr Hancev, 
the value of received aid for Skoplje up to now amounts 
to abouc 1,1 million Swiss francs.

The representative of the League brought along 
a cheque amounting to 3o.ooo Swiss francs as the aid of 
the League. It  has also been offered to the Yugoslav 
Red Cross to organize a three months feeding for 
5o.ooo persons from the means which would be given by 
the League. This offer has been accepted in principle.

The International Red Cross Committee put at 
the disposal of YRC one m illion dinars.

It should be emphasized that the majority of 
Red Cross societies consider their shipments sent befo
re August 1st, only as an urgent aid and in this sense 

have promised to undertake measures for collecting f i 
nancial means for a more durable solution. By August 
1st, 22 special planes, 37 shipments sent by regular 

airlines, 13 wagons and 26 trucks brought aid.

After the firs t  shipments with medical sup
plies, drugs and blood plasma, the representatives of 
YRC have asked mainly for tents, and blankets. It has 
been emphasized that the most efficient aid would be 
in money, prefabricated houses and eventual building 

and equipment for sanitary and social institutions.

Several organizations have either directly or 
through embassies offered aid for providing shelter to 

children /Swiss and Hungarian Red Cross, "Slovenska
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kuiturno-guspodarska zveza" from Trieste, Bulgaria, 
Austria and others/. Fro the moment this proposal has 
not been realised, but is  accepted in principle.

The Yugoslav Red Cross has organized already 
the first day the blood giving campaign. During the 

first three days only, according to uncomplete data, 
blood was given by 8.000 donors of whom 3.000 have 
been from Belgrade. This campaign would be continued.

In collaboration with the secretariats and 
other social organizations, the Yugoslav Red Cross has 
established special boards for taking care of children 
and youth, as well as other refugees. The Red Cross 
has put at the disposal o f these boards a ll  the capa
cities of its  summer resorts and convalescent homes for 
the accomodation of children. The Republican R^d Cross 
Boards in a ll our Republics accepted a ll evacuated per
sons - mothers with children -  taking care of their 

accomodation, nutrition and other needs.

A ll Red Cross boards introduced permanent day 

and night sh ifts, and the Central Boards has been in 
direct contact, by v is its  of the president and other 
officials, with the Main Boards of the Red Cross in 

Skoplje, providing the necessary aid.

The Central Board has organized immediately 
the service of information about the victims of Skop
lje. Beside personal contacts by a great number of 
people, asking for information about their relatives, 
there have been numerous inquires from the country and
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from abroad, both by phone and by cable. This service 
has been able to provide information on the basis of 
checked lis t s  of k illed  and wounded, which have been 
arriving successively. But a l l  requirements for inform
ation could not be met due to the d ifficu lt  situation in 

Skoplje and the evacuation of the population.

The Central Board has also endeavoured from the 
beginning to sistematize the distribution of gotten 
shipments. Less urgent aid has been stocked, and w ill 
be distributed later in accordance with the needs of 
Red Cross boards taking care of persons being evacuated 

from Skoplje.

A great number of citizens applied to the Central 
Board of YRC already the f ir s t  day, offering blood, money, 
diverse material and supplies, or requiring to be sent 
to Skoplje for clearance work.

Many economic enterprises have sent their con
tribution in money or different supplies to the Red 
Cross, and the transportation has been made possible 

thanks to the Auto-Moto Union, which has put at the 
disposal of the Central B0ard of YRC 3o vehicles half 
an hour after the news of the disaster had been broad
cast ed.

Volontary collaborators of the Red Cross have 
shown once again their preparedness and ab ility  for pro
viding aid in due time.

There are also numerous examples of foreign
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tourists having their holidays in Yugoslavia at that 
time, who have offered promptly aid either in money, 
or in different supplies and blood for the victims of 
the disaster. It is  also necessary to emphasize here 
that numerous emigrants and friends of our country ex
pressed their condelences to the Central Board of YRC, 
offering aid and sending financial contributions.

The extensiveness of the aid after August 1st 
has not diminished, but on the contrary i t  must be em
phasized that it  flows with the same intensity, better 
planned and programed. Between August 1st and 8th, the 

national Red Cross societies from the following coun
tries have sent their aid: Hungary, Danemark, Great 
Britain, Poland, Morocco, Sweden, France, Holland, 
Switzerland, Western Germany, Eastern Germany, UAR, 
India, Magen David Adem from Israel, Czechoslovakia, 
USA, USSR, Austria, Turkey, Sudan, Bulgaria, Algeria, 
and the Red Cross Board from Trieste, while the Red 

Cross societies of Vietnam, Mongolia, Peru and Libe
ria expressed their condolences. The aid has been 
further sent by the following international and natio
nal organizations and governments: Worker’ s Aid from 

Switzerland, the city of Florence, the people of Fran
ce, the Ministry of Health from Morocco, the Imperial 
Chemical Industry from London, the Austrian Society of 
Children friends, the Quaralanpanges from Western Ger
many, the Government of Israe l, V ille  de Bauvais from 

France, Cov. and Cate Ltd. from London, Boetringer 
Sohn from Western Germany, Pfeier Corporation from 

Brussels, the Ministry of Health from Poland, the Go-
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vernment of Sweden, the International Aid and Service 

of Refugees from Great B ritain , the Socialist party from 
Austria, Caritas International is  from Rome, the Govern
ment of India, the Catholic Service from Trieste, Inter
nationale Ililfe  from Vienna, NN firm from Amsterdam, the 
;oria Council of Churches, the Lutheran .orld Aid, the 
CARd i ission, the American Government and the people of 
USA, the Association of Roman-catholic priests from 
France, as well as many individuals from the country 
and from abroad.

This aid, which be on a long term basic, consists 

mainly of tents, prefabricated houses, blankets, cots, 
clothes for women and children, a ll sorts of food, as 

well as other aid in durable goods which would contri
bute to a more rapid and more effective normalization 

of conditions in which the victims are liv ing.

The Yugoslav Red Cross received on August 6th a 

cable sent by the Secretary-General of the League of the 
Red Cross Societies expressing once again the desire to 

prepare in common a long term plan of aid to Skoplje, 
and suggesting that dr Pavle Gregoric, president of the 
Central Board of YRC, should come to Geneva for a mee
ting having on its  agenda a detailed consideration of 
the whole problem and the preparation of a program of 
aid. This program would be then submited to the meeting 

of the Council of Governors which w ill be held on the .■***■ 
occasion of the Centenary of the Red Cross in Geneva 

in the beginning of September this year.
/
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The League has also informed the Yugoslav Red 
Cross that the Swiss Red Cross has collected by August 
8th 5oo.ooo Swiss francs for the earthquake victims and 
that the Executive Board of the Swiss Red Cross has de
cided to buy for this amount 5 prefabricated houses 
with 25o heds.

The preparedness of volontary Red Cross colla
borators for providing aid to the victims of the disas
ter in Skoplje has not been shown only during the first  

days. It is  s t i l l  very effective and of highest import
ance for the Yugoslav Red Cross. Volontary collaborators 
for example, have been working on railway stations dis
tributing tea and sandwiches to the evacuated and provid 

ing certain quantities of concentrated fru it juices for 
the trip . In collaboration with medical teams, the Red 

Cross has organized permanent work of pediatrists and 
nurses who have been treating children during the trip  
and providing them with food. Members of the Red Cross 

Juniors have been distributing water for drinking and 
washing babies. There have been numerous examples of 
volontary activ ities of Red Cross members, who have 
shown once again a very high sense of responsability 
and devotion to their organization.

For further work and coordination of work of 
a ll Republican Boards, in the Central Board of YRC was 
held a meeting of a ll secretaries of the Main Boards 
on August 7th, with the participation of representati= 

ves of the Macedonian Red Cross. During this meeting,
Mr Zoografski, president of the Macedonian Red Cross,
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explained the d ifficu lt  situation in Skoplje, and the 
conclusion has been reached on the program and role 
of the Yugoslav Red Cross in further activities for 
providing aid to the victims of this heavy disaster.


