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"CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS"

To Be Held in Geneva, August 27th - September 10th, 1963

A "Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross" will 
be held in Geneva, "cradle city of the Red Cross", from August 27th 
to September 10th, 1963. For this occasion, the United Nations is 
making available to the Red Cross, the use of its Assembly Hall, other 
meeting rooms and familities, in the Palais des Nations.

The Centenary Congress will be held in place of the XXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross, which has been postponed 
for two years. Only Red Cross representatives will take part in the 
Congress. The three institutions hosts to the 1963 Meetings are the 
International Committee of thv Red Cross, the Swiss Red Cross and the 
League of Red Cross Societies.

Two separate sessions will comprise the Centenary Congress. 
The first, commencing on August 27th, will be the 27th Session of the 
Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies, which finishes 
on August 31st, The second is a meeting of the Council of Delegates of 
the International Red Cross, which is composed of the representatives 
of the over 90 duly recognised National Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Red Lion and Sun Societies, from September 2nd to 10th. The Council 
of Delegates will consider questions which were on the Agenda of the 
XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, with the exception 
of those statutarily reserved to that body.

During the period August 15th to September 15th several 
other international events to mark the Red Cross Centenary are also 
scheduled to be held in Geneva and other Swiss cities. An official 
Centenary Commemorative Day Programme on September 1st, 1963, Seminars, 
International Centres for Nurses and First-Aiders, a World Conference 
of Educators and an International Exhibition of the Red Cross are 
being arranged.
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CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

TO OPEN IN GENEVA 28TH AUGUST

Geneva, birthplace of the universal Red Cross Movement, is preparing to 

welcome the representatives from some one hundred National Societies to the 

"Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross". This Congress will be 

an assembly of the International Red Cross as a whole including the Interna

tional Committee of the Red Cross, founder organ of the Movement, the offi

cially recognized National Societies and their federation, the League of Red 

Cross Societies.

This historic meeting which will be attended by some 400 participants 

will be held from 28th August to 10th September in the Palais des Nations.

Hosts to the Congress are the International Committee, the League and 

the Swiss Rpd Cross.

The Congress will be in two parts : the first, from 28th to 31st August, 

is a Session of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies. 

The Board will discuss the League's Development Programme on behalf of new 

National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, which includes material aid, 

training and the loan of specialists. It will also review the League's ex

periences in the fields of natural disasters,aid to refugees, medical and 

nursing programmes, youth services and technical missions and explore ways 

of improving further these programmes.

The second part of the Congress i£ the Council of Delegates, which will 

be convened 2nd - 10th September. It will be attended by representatives 

of all National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion & Sun Societies, the 

League and the International Committee. The Council will study means of 

improving humanitarian and legal assistance to victims of conflicts of all 

kinds. It will also examine ways and means of improving the status of medical 

and nursing personnel, civil defence personnel and of the.populations of oc-

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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cupied territories in wartime. It will also consider the major medical

social problems arising from international conflicts and civil wars, natural 

disasters, poverty and under-development. Its agenda also includes the 

study of means for developing further co-operation amongst National Societies 

and to safeguard Red Cross principles, particularly independence and impar

tiality.

The Council of Delegates will set up four Commissions: General QuesT 

tions, Humanitarian Law, Health and Social Welfare and Junior Red Cross.

The Congress will be interrupted on 1st September for a Commemoration 

Day Programme, including a Formal Ceremony, a tribute to Henri Dunant, 

Founder of the Movement, and a Parade through Geneva.

Delegates will go to Berne, on 6th - 7th September, to be received by 

the Swiss Federal Authorities. Afterwards, in the Bernese Alps, they will 

see first aid and rescur demonstrations by the Swiss Army Medical Service 

and the Swiss Red Cross on the Jungfraujoch, the Eigergletscher and at Grin- 

delwald.

NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS :

Congress documents will be available in the Salle de Presse, Palais 

des Nations, from 26th August onwards. Registry and Information Offices 

will be opened in the Entrance Hall on the same date.

P.2573/jh/23.8.63.
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Press Release No. 2

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE CENTENARY CONGRESS

OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

28th August, 1965.

The "Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross" was 
officially opened on the morning of 28th August 1963 in the Assembly 
Room of the Palais des Nations in Geneva. Professor Ambrosius von 
Albertini, President of the Swiss Red Cross, assumed the Chairmanship. 
Beside him were Mr Leopold Boissier, President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Mr John MacAulay, Chairman of the League 
of Red Cross Societies, the Ambassador André François-Poncet, Chair
man of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, and 
Mr Pier-Pasquale Spinelli, Director of the European Office of the 
United Nations. Representatives of the Genevese Authorities, notably 
Mr André Chavanne, Counsellor of State, also attended the ceremony. 
Representatives of almost one hundred National Red Cross, Red Cres
cent, and Red Lion and Sun Societies taking part in the Congress were 
also present.

In his opening address, Professor von Albertini welcomed 
the Delegates in the name of the three host institutions, the Inter
national Committee, the League, and the Swiss Red Cross. He extended 

a special welcome to the representatives of young National Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies taking part for the first time in inter
national Red Cross meetings.

He recalled that the Centenary Congress was being held in 
place of the XXtla International Conference of the Red Cross, postponed 
until 1965. The adjournment of this Conference, in which represen
tatives of Governments would also have participated, was decided upon

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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"in order to avoid any incident likely to compromise the internal 
harmony of the world Bed Cross Movement, reduce its authority, and 
impair the dignity of the events commemorating the Red Cross Centen
ary". Professor von Albertini expressed the hope that the Congress 
would be conducted in a spirit of harmony and co-operation. He added; 
"In the spirit of its principles, the Red Cross must abstain from 
participation in any controversy of a political, racial, or religious 
character if it wants to safeguard its universality, enjoy the con
fidence of all, and fulfil its humanitarian mission, beyond all 
borders and above all differences".

After stressing the importance of the Agenda for the Con
gress, he concluded by expressing the hope that the Congress would 
set a "striking example of harmony and constructive co-operation".

Mr Spinelli, Director of the European Office of the United 
Nations, then read a message addressed to the Congress by U. Thant, 
Secretary General of the UNO. In it he paid warm tribute to the work 
of the Red Cross in the world. He recalled that the United Nations 
had already asked for and obtained the assistance of the Red Cross 
on a great number of difficult occasions and added; "The essentially 
voluntary character of the Red Cross enables it to overcome the dif
ficulties which an inter-governmental organisation would not be able 
to surmount". That is why the General Assembly of the UNO recommended 
Member States to encourage and promote the establishment of National 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

The message concluded with emphasis on the need for close 
co-operation between the Red Cross and UNO for the good of mankind.

P,2056/hrb/28/8/63
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Press Release CC-3 28th August, 1963.

FOURTEEN NEW RED CROSS SOCIETIES VOTED INTO LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP

AT CENTENARY CONGRESS OF INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND —r Fourteen new Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

of Africa and Asi: were voted unanimously into membership of the League of Red 

Cross Societies here today, bringing to 102 the number of Societies, Members 

of the world Red Cross federation. The action was taken by the 27th Session 

of the League's Beard of Governors, convened this morning, in the Palais des > 

Nations, as the first meeting of the "Centenary Congress of the International 

Red Cross".

Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General of the League, said the number of new 

Societies admitted was the largest in the hundred year history of the Red Cross, 

and one of the largest single increases in membership of any international 

organization. The induction ceremony was one of the first items of business 

of the League's Board of Governors which met immediately after the formal 

opening of the Centenary Congress. At the latter ceremony, Delegates heard 

a message of support from Secretary General U Thant of the United Nations, 

following a welcome address by Prof. Ambrosius von Albertini, President of 

the Swiss Red Cross.

A majority of the new Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies are located 

in newly independent nations; many of their representatives were in colourful 

national dress as they made their acceptance speeches from the rostrum. All 

of the Societies except two were recognized by the International Committee of 

the Red Cross during this year.

The Societies were received into League membership in the following order, 

determined by their date of application:

Upper Volta, Sierra Leone, Malaya, Cameroon, Congo (Leopoldville), 

Algeria, Ivory Coast, Senegal, Trinidad and Tobago, Tanganyika, 

Saudi Arabia, Burundi, Dahomey and Madagascar. Coht'd...

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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The 100th Society to be accorded membership was that of Burundi.

Many of the new Societies were formerly overseas branches of the older 

Red Cross Societies, notably those of France and the United Kingdom. The 

new organizations paid tribute to the pioneer work’of the parent'Societies 

in th j r r-^pective countries.

At the close of the morning Meeting, the Board appointed, for the 27th 

Session, as members of its Drafting and Resolutions Commission, Mr, Roger 

Angebaud, of Paris, Member of Administrative Council of the French Red Cross; 

Mr. Leon Stubbings, of Melbourne, Secretary General of the Australian Red Cross 

Society, and Mrs. Eve Koltai, of Budapest, Secretary General of the Hungarian 

Red Cross. , ,,u.

Nine Societies were named to the Session's Election Commission, those of: 

Cambodia, Chile, Iraq, Liechtenstein, Morocco, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Poland and 

Switzerland. :

* * *

P.2039/jh/28,8;63.
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RED CROSS DELEGATES HEAR
WINTER AID PLEA FOR SKOPJE .

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — Nearly u-00 Delegates attending
. the "Centenary Congress of the Red Cross", which opened hero this 

morning in the Palais des Nations, heard an impassioned plea for 
world Red Cross financial support in a campaign to feed 27,000 
children and 3,000 mothers in Skopje, Yugoslavia, for the coming 
nine months.

The appeal came from Mr. John MacAulay of Winnipeg, 
Canada, Chairman of the League of Red Cross Societies who declared 
that, although the Yugoslav Red Cross lacks the financial resources 
to carry through the "immense" feeding programmes, it "does have 
the imperative duty to accept this responsibility if it is to 
faithfully fulfil its mission". The Chairman's statement followed 
a vivid report by Lady Limerick, Vice Chairman of the British Red 
Cross Society, who last Sunday visited Skopje with an inter
national group of Red Cross representatives to obtain first hand 
information on current aspects of the disaster.

Lady Limerick praised the Yugoslav Red Cross, which, 
she said, is carrying through a magnificent programme of aid to the 
stricken population of the earthquake-torn city. "All of us who 
have had disaster experience know that often the worst aspect 
is the destruction of the means of livelihood of the people", Mr. 
MacAulay noted. "In time past it was not uncommon for famine 
to follow a disaster of this magnitude, for when the bread
winner's means of livelihood is gone, he cannot feed his family."

"So today in Skopje the people are faced not only 
with the vast work of reconstruction of a city and its dwellings -- 
a task which will demand the full energies of all the manpower 
for many months to come -- but their means of existence are gone 
and they are now unable to feed their children.

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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Then declaring that the feeding job will cost 
approximately $ 8Z,000 monthly, Mr. MacAulay asked Delegates 
"to consult with your Societies to determine the degree of 
support you can give to this most pressing situation."

Earlier in the 2nd Plenary Meeting of the Board of 
Governors meeting, Mr. Henrik Beer, the League’s Secretary 
General, declared that in a year of many disaster operations 
in which the Red Cross has taken part, the 26th July earthquake 
in Yugoslavia was one of the worst.

2Cu-2/GRo/28.8.63
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SES SOCIETES NATIONALES TEMOIGNENT DES ACTIONS 
DE SECOURS INTERNATIONAL ENTREPRISES PnR LA 

CROIX-ROUGE

GENEVE, SUISSE - Lors de la deuxième séance plénière de la 27ème session 
du Conseil des Gouverneurs qui s’est tenue au Palais des Nations, les 
représentants des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge et du Croissant-Rouge des cinq 
pays qui ont été frappés par de graves catastrophes naturelles au cours des 
derniers mois ent témoigné de l’unité de la Croix-Rouge mondiale et de 
l’universalité de son action.

Il s’agit des Sociétés du Pakistan, de l’Iran, de l’Indonésie, du 
Maroc et de la République de Corée qui ont mis sur pied de vastes actions de 
secours lors des graves catastrophes qui ont nécessité l’aide des autres 
Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge dans le monde entier. Los délégués ont rendu 
hommage à la Ligue des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge pour le travail efficace 
en groupant les réponses aux appels adressés lors de chaque catastrophes.

Le Président de la section de la Croix-Rouge du Pakistan oriental, 
M. justice B.A. Siddiki, a exprimé sa gratitude de l’aide apportée par les 
Sociétés soeurs aux trois millions de personnes victimes des inondations et 
des ouragans qui ont dévasté son pays au mois de mai dernier.

M. Abbas Naficy, Vice-Président de la Société du Lion et Soleil 
Rouges de l’Iran a rendu hommage à l’oeuvre de solidarité de la Croix-Rouge 
mondiale qui a permis d’apporter un secours immédiat aux 75.000 personnes 
dont les biens ont été détruits lors des tremblements de terre qui ont dévasté 
les régions du nord-ouest de l’Iran au mois de septembre 1962»

Mme M. Hutasoit, Vice-Présidente de la Croix-Rou^e indonésienne, a 
déclaré que l’aide immédiate et généreuse apportée par les différentes Sociétés 
de la Croix-Rouge a permis de secourir largement les milliers de personnes qui 
se sont trouvées sans abri à la suite des éruptions du Mont Agung qui se sont 
produites cette année à Bali.

De son côté, M. Kim. Hak Mook, Secrétaire général de la Croix-Rouge de la 
République de Corée a exprimé la reconnaissance de sa Société pour l’aide 
apportée aux victimes du typhon "Shirley" qui a récemment dévasté la Corée 
du Sud.

P.2041/cc/28.8.63
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CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

RED CROSS APPROVES

NEW DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

An auspicious step'into the Second Century of the Red Cross Movement was 

made today when the 27th Session of the Board of Governors of the League of 

Red Cross Societies unanimously approved a Development Programme submitted by 

Henrik Beer, the League's Secretary General.

Designed to be undertaken over a five-year period, the Development Pro

gramme aims to assist, through personnel, material and financial aid the or

ganization and development of the work of new Red Cross Societies, and to 

encourage formation of new Societies.

Symbolic of the enthusiastic acceptance of the Programme by National 

Societies immediately announced were gifts of Sw.Frs.120,000 annually for 

five years by the British Red Cross Society and Sw.Frs.12,000 by The Nether

lands Red Cross, towards the project.

The League's Development Programme will give special priority to field 

work in the new Societies and training and organization plans at local level. 

Also, under the Development Programme, regional seminars will be held and 

study visits provided to key personnel.

Delegates from the following National Societies spoke in approval of the 

Programme: Australia, which sponsored the motion for approval; Nigeria, 

Great Britain, the Philippines, Morocco, Pakistan, Congo (Leopoldville), 

Malaya, Sierra Leone, United States of America, Cameroon, Senegal, Ethiopia, 

U.S.S.R., France, Argentina, Trinidad and Tobago, Madagascar, Upper Volta and 

Poland.

New donations in cash and kind to assist the Yugoslav Red Cross in caring 

for 27,000 children and 3,000 mothers in earthquake-ravaged Skopje have been 

received by the League of Red Cross Societies, it was announced today by Mr.

_________________________________________ Cont1d. . .
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John A. MacAulay, Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League.

The new gifts were: American National Red Cross — $30,000 cash; school 

and comfort supplies valued at $50,000, and 22,000 Friendship Boxes for child

ren; Belgian Red Cross — B.Frs.700,000 cash; British Red Cross Society — 

Sw.Frs.96,000 cash; oeven tons of clothing, two tons of food, and a consign

ment of toys for children; German Fédéral Republic Red Cross DM 10®,000 

cash; Swedish Red Cross — 100,000 Swedish krones.

Chairman MacAulay declared that the new donations "are a further testi

mony to the solidarity of the Red Cross world, and a guarantee that no one 

stands alone in his need".

To cope with the new and rapid growth of the League of Red Cross, Red 

Crescent and Red Lion 8c Sun Societies, its Board of Governors today voted 

various changes to strengthen the League’s structure. Most important of 

these changes was to increase the membership of the Executive Committee of 

the Board from 21 to 24 Members.

The League has witnessed a great increase in its Membership as Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies have come into being in the new nations of Africa, 

Asia and the West Indies.

In its final Sessions tomorrow (Saturday), the Board will consider the 

League’s 1964 budget, review the work of the Centenary Commission, and examine 

a proposal of the Japanese Red Cross relative to suspension of nuclear arms 

tests.

Likewise it will elect new Members to the Executive Committee -- half 

of the Membership leaves office every four years — and elect new Members of 

the Standing Finance Commission. It also will decide.the place and date of 

the 28th Session of the Board of Governors.

P,2O7O/jh/3O.8.63



congress
press

INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

1963 | pi COD
j| CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATI

j+ release
Press Release CC-7 31st August,1963.

SW.FRS.2.4 MILLION BUDGET VOTED FOR 1964 BY

LEAGUE OF RED GROSS SOCIETIES

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — At the "Centenary Congress of the International 

Red Cross", a budget of Sw.Frs.2,455,900 which provides for increased ac

tivities and new programmes in 1964 was voted here today for the League of 

Red Cross Societies by the 27th Session of its Board of Governors.

Mr, Henrik Beer, Secretary General of the League of Red Cross Societies, 

in introducing the new budget, explained that expanding tasks resulting from 

mandates of the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee have to be 

provided for in the new budget. Further, it was noted that the new Member 

Societies of the League, and the Societies in the process of being organized, 

require increasing services from the League. At the same time, many of the 

older Societies are, more than ever before, using the League's services in 

various fields.
Not only the National Societies, it was noted but other international 

organizations such as the United Nations and its Specialised Agencies, are 

asking for League assistance, especially in the field of relief. Owing to 

these developments, it was explained, a minimum organization must be main

tained, giving rise to the expanded budgetary requirements.

The Board of Governors also approved a new scale of contributions from 

Member Societies, drawn up by the League's Scale of Contributions Commission. 

The new scale would give the League a new total of Sw.Frs.2,163,100, an in

crease of Sw.Frs.558,200 over the 1963 total. The new scale takes effect 

on 1st January, 1964.

* * *

P2159 /jh/31.8.63. Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — On the proposal of the Japanese Red Cross, the

Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion &

Sun Societies today expressed "its hope", 64-0, with lour abstentions,"that 

nuclear arms tests be banned for the tranquility and the future security of 

mankind." The proposal was presented to the final Meeting of the Board, 

convened as part of the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross, by 

Mr, Tadatsugu Shimadzu, President of the Japanese Red Cross.

Mr. Shimadzu recalled that his Society — whose country was the only one 

to suffer from atomic bombs in World War II — had presented appeals for the 

prohibition of nuclear weapons on the occasion of every Red Cross Conference 

since the end of the Second World War.

Then noting that "a partial nuclear test ban treaty was signed among 

the powers having "uclear weapons" and that many other countries are adhering 

to it, he declared that "I think we can consider it a step toward the realisa

tion of the Red Cross."

The Board elected, also at its closing Meeting the following National 

Societies, to a four-year term on the League’s Executive Committee: Austra

lia, China, France, Ghana, Morocco, Pakistan and United Arab Republic.

The complete Membership of the Executive Committee is now as follows; 

Australia, Canada, Chile, China, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, France, German 

Federal Republic, Ghana, India, Morocco, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, the 

Philippines, Poland, Switzerland, U.S.S.R., , United Arab Republic, United 

Kingdom and U.S.S.R.

* * *

p. /jh/3O.8.63 . Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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IMPORTANCE OF RED CROSS UNIVERSALITY AND UNITY EMPHASISED AT
CENTENARY CONGRESS ©F INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — Mr. Léopold Boissier, of Geneva, President of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, today called upon Delegates 
to the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross to exclude all 
political topics from their discussions of world Red Cross matters "so 
that we may show the world not only the universality, but also the unity 
of the Red Cross". Mr. Boissier, an authority on international law and 
Head of the International Committee of the Red Cross, spoke at the 
opening Session of the Council of Delegates of the world Red Cross 
organization after his unanimous election as President of the Council.

Sessions of the Council opened this morning with a Plenary Session 
attended by Delegates from nearly 100 Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red 
Lion and Sun Societies. Ambassador André François-Poncet, of Paris, 
Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross, opened 
the meeting by a formal reading of the Red Cross basic principles adopted 
at the Council's meeting in Prague in 1961.

"The Rod Cross", he read, "born of a desire to bring assistance 
without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours in 
its national and international capacity to prevent and alleviate human 
suffering wherever it may be found.

"Its purpose is to protect life and health and to insure respect 
for tho human being. It promotes mutual understanding, friendship, 
co-operation and lasting peace amongst all people."

He went on to road the document vzhich calls for impartiality, 
neutrality, independence, voluntary service, unity and universality, in 
a silence of dedication.

Later tho Council unanimously olocted, as its Vico Chairmen, 
Mr. John MacAulay, of Winnipeg, Canada, Chairman of the League of Red Cross 
Societies and Professor Ambrosius von Albertini, of Zurich, President of the 
Swiss Red Cross, and Hans Haug, of Berne, Secretary General of the Swiss 
Red Cross, as Secretary General.

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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The Plenary Session established, four Commissions to study numerous 
humanitarian topics. These were: General Commission, International 
Humani tn.ri an Law Commission, Health and. Social Commission and Commission 
on Junior Red Cross.

A proposal by the Australian Red Cross for the creation of an 
international Henri Dunant medal was referred to the General Commission.

Hr. Boissier announced that the choice of the site of the next- 
international Conference of the Red Cross had been taken up by the 
Standing Commission and that seven countries have extended invitations. 
Announcement of the place, he said, will be made to the Council's 
Plenary Session on 10th September.

During the afternoon, the four Commissions met to elect officers 
and begin their deliberations.

P.21O4/gss/2.9.65
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Press Communique CC 10 
Geneva, Jrd September 196J

CENTENARY GIFT FROM THE EMPRESS OF JAPAN

Geneva - Her Majesty the Empress of Japan has made a 
personal gift of $10,000 to the International Red Cross, on the 
occasion of its Centenary, to increase "The Empress Shoken Fund".

This special Fund was set up in 1912 by the 
Dowager Empress ShOken of Japan and is administered by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 
Red Cross Societies. Income from the Fund is allocated each 
year to various National Societies for relief work in peacetime.

\

p.2155/mlc/5*9»1965
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Press Release GC-11 3rd September, 1963.

UNITED NATIONS TROOPS AND GENEVA CONVENTIONS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — Protection of the Geneva Conventions fcr 

military personnel serving in the United Nations Emergency Forces is 

urged in a recommendation which will go before the Plenary Session o£ the 

Council of Delegates o£ the Centenary Congress of the International Red 

Cross on 9th September. The General Commission of the Council yesterday 

unanimously approved the recommendation and referred it to the Plenary 

Session.

Enactment of necessary implementing legislation at national level with 

respect to the Geneva Conventions, by all nations Parties to the Geneva 

Conventions, was proposed in a recommendation approved by the Congress's 

International Humanitarian Law Commission. The recommendation calls upon 

National Red Cross Societies to, approach their Governments on behalf of 

such legislation and also for the further dissemination by Governments of 

information on the Conventions.

Two draft recommendations were submitted on the subject — one by the 

International Committee of the Red Cross and the other jointly by the Yugo

slav and Czechoslovak Red Cross Societies.

The creation of further permanent League of Red Cross Societies stores 

of disaster relief supplies at strategic locations throughout the world was 

recommended by members of the General Commission on the suggestion of Justice 

B.A. Siddiky of the Pakistan Red Cross. Such stores would facilitate 

rapid movement of relief goods to areas struck by disasters, it was stated.

In a discussion of the work of the International Committee of the Red 

Cross outlined in a historical report, Prof. Jacques Freymond, Member of 

the ICRC, stressed the importance of Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions 

which empowers the ICRC to offer its services as a neutral intermediary in 

internal conflicts within a nation. Following observations by the Delegate 

Cont'd...
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of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 

Professor Freymond pointed out that, during the Korean War, the reason 

that the ICRC was not able to act in North Korea was that it had not 

been authorised to do so by the governmental authorities.

During the discussion, Ambassador André François-Poncet, President 

of the French Red Cross, reminded Delegates that Article 3 makes it in

cumbent upon the Governments responsible for order to allow the Red Cross 

to carry out its humanitarian work even if the other Party does not grant 

the same facilities to ICRC Delegates. Prof. Gueorgui Miterev, President 

of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U.S.S.R., 

signified his approval of the ICRC’s actions.

The General Commission approved a recommendation also calling for 

the creation of an international medal, similar to the famous Florence 

Nightingale medal, to be awarded to individuals who have given exceptional 

and meritorious service through the Red Cross. The medal would be known 

as the Henri Dunant medal. Its creation was proposed by the Australian 

Red Cross Society.

* * *

P.2141/jh/3.9.63.



congress

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Press Release CO 12
. 5th September, 1965

INITIAL STAGE'OF WORK COMPLETED BY
CENTENARY RED CROSS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

This evening, the Centenary Congress of the International Red. 
Cross completed, the important Commissions phase of its work. Its 
Commissions, four in number were: General, International Humanitarian Law, 
Health and Social and Junior Red Cross,

The General Commission took note of the reports submitted by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the National Societies, covering their recent years of 
activities. It expressed to the two international institutions, the ICRC 
and the League, its satisfaction for the many relief actions carried out 
by them in the last few ywars.

Of the items dealt with, some are of capital importance not only 
for the world Red Cross Movement, but also for the world humanitarian cause. 
In this respect, one of the speakers called attention to the attitude 
adopted by the International Committee of the Red Cross during the Cuba 
orisis in the latter part of 1%2, when it was requested to carry out the 
control of ships. This experience enabled the ICRC to give a clearer 
definition of its role as a factor for world peace, particularly before 
the threat of a widespread international conflict.

One of the important questions debated by the International 
Humanitarian Law Commission concerned the dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions throughout the world and their application, particularly with 
reference to the U,N, Emergency Forces.

The Commission also studied the problem of penal measures which 
should later he introduced in the legislation of States Parties to the 
Geneva Conventions in the event of breaches of the Conventions. The 
Commission agreed upon draft regulations defining the conditions in which 
tne National Societies may make use of the Red Cross emblem. It also 
studied draft regulations destined to strengthen the protection granted to 
medical personnel and civilian nursing staff and to introduce in time of 
conflict an emblem universally accepted to distinguish such personnel: The 
staff of Aesculapius, in red, on a white background.
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The Health and Social Commission stressed 
of the Red Cross in the field of blood transfusion, 
and international levels«

the essential rôle 
both at national

This Commission's work also, furthermore,
urgent necessity of intensifying the training of nursing personnel, who, in 
most countries, are inadequate in number, to meet needs. The Commission 
emphasized the obligation of the Red Cross to prepare effectually for any 
disaster, including that of nuclear warfare.

made obvi ous the

The J uni or "'Red Cross Commission has recognized the necessity 
of undertaking fresh campaigns with a view to the systematic dissemination 
among youth of the general humanitarian principles of the Red Cross,

It also stressed the necessity of 
of Red Cross personnel for the future.

particularly 
ensuring the

the Geneva Conventions, 
renewal
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CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

release
Press Release No. CC-13 9th September, 1963.

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL RED CROSS HONOURS

INTERNATIONAL LEADERS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — The Ilang-ilang Medal of the Philippine Na

tional Red Cross was presented to Mr. Leopold Boissier, President of the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, and to the Countess of Limerick, 

Vice Chairman of the Executive Committee of the British Red Cross Society, 

at a ceremony this evening (Monday), 9th September, at the Hotel Richemond. 

The Medal, named after a Philippine flower much-loved for its rare fragrance, 

is given exclusively to persons who have rendered highly distinguished ser

vices in furtherance of Red Cross objectives on an international level.

The same Medal was presented posthumously to the late Justice Emil Sand- 

strizm, President of the Swedish Red Cross Society and Chairman of the Board 

of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies.

The Medals were presented by the Hon. Geronima T. Pecson, Chairman of 

the Board of Governors of the Philippine National Red Cross and Head of the 

Philippine Delegation to the Centenary Congress of the International Red 

Cross in progress in this City.

At the same ceremony, special plaques were presented to the League of 

Red Cross Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Swiss 

Red Cross Society and the "Commission for the Red Cross Centenary in Switzer

land".

* * *

P.2168/jh/9.9.63.
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CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

release
Press Release CC-14 9 th September, 1963.

HENRI DUN-ANT" MEDAL AWaRD PROPOSAL ADOPTED BY

CENTENARY CONGRESS OF INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND — The creation of an international medal for' excep

tional service in the cause of the Red Cross, to be known as the Henfi Dunant 

Medal, was approved by the Council of Delegates of the Centenary Congress of 

the International Red Cross here today.

The Medal, a proposal of the Australian Red Cross Society, may be awarded, 

in a number of up to twenty-five, each two years. The Standing Commission of 

the International Red Cross will determine criteria for presention of the Award 

and is to report on this to the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross 

in 1965.
The Council's Plenary Session today, reconvened after meeting of four 

Commissions during the past week, heard congratulatory messages from the Heads 

of States and leading figures of fourteen nations, lauding the International 

Red Cross for its work on behalf of peace and humanitarianism and praising it 

for its various services in the fields of health and social welfare. Those 

read to the Council by representatives of National Red Cross Societies were 

from: Mr. Todor Jirkov, President, Council of Ministers, Bulgaria; Mr. Viliam 

Siroky, President, Czechoslovakia; H.I.M. Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia; 

Mr. Grotewohl, President, Council of Ministers, German Democratic Republic; 

Mr. Heinrich Luebke, President, German Federal Republic; Mr. Radhakrishnan, 

President of India; H.I.M. the Shah of Iran; Mr. Eamon de Valera, President, 

Republic of Ireland; H.R.H, Vong Savang, Crown Prince, Kingdom of Laos; Mr. 

Aleksander Zawadski, Chairman, Council of State, Poland; Mr. Nicolas Grunitzki, 

President, Republic of Togo; H.M. Queen Elizabeth, The Queen Mother, Vice- 

President, The British Red Cross Society; Mr. John F. Kennedy, President, U.S.A.;

Mr. Nikita S. Krushchev, Chairman, Council of Ministers, U.S.S-.R.-; and. 

Marshal Tito, President, Yugoslavia.
________________________________________ Cont'd...________
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During the morning Session, the Council also voted a resolution unani

mously reaffirming the vocation of the Red Cross to help all affected by 

disasters, and expressing appreciation for the work of the National Societies 

for their activities in this field. The resolution noted "with satisfaction" 

the increasing role of the National Societies of the Red Cross in relief 

actions"undertaken on behalf of victims of natural disasters" and paid 

tribute to the role played by the League of Red Cross Societies as co-ordinat

ing agency of international relief actions.' ......

Some eighteen other resolutions were adopted, all of them without dissent- 

... ing votes. These related to the work of the Red Cross in the fields of nurs

ing, first aid and youth activity.

* * *

P.2185/jh/9.9.63.



congress 
press

CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS

release
Press Release Ho, 15

The Centenary Congress of the International Red. Cross closes
with a striking demonstration of unity

Genova - As the finishing touch to the Centenary Congress of the 
International Red. Cross, the Council of Delegates finished, its work 
this morning in the United Nations Building hy reaching near unanimity 
on the delicate problem of the Red Cross as a factor for world peace.

After having tabled individual resolutions on the role to bo played 
by the Rod Cross in tho maintenance of peace, the Hungarian, Indian, Polish, 
Czechoslovak and Soviet Delegations of the Red Cross decided to submit 
a joint resolution without any political aspect in order to avoid any 
polomic and to provide a striking demonstration of international Red Cross 
uni ty.

Inspired by tho same desire for peace, tho Delegation from tho People's 
Republic of China voluntarily withdrew its own resolution. Although opposed 
to certain points of tho joint resolution - those which dealt in particular 
with the Loscow agreement on nuclear tests - the Chinese Rod Cross refrained 
from presenting its objections in order, in tho words of Mr. Peng Yen, Hoad 
of tho Delegation, "not to disturb tho harmonious spirit of tho Congress".

Tho joint resolution was adopted by fifty-four votes in favour with threo 
abstentions.

Professor Jacques Freymond then commented upon a report submitted by the 
ICRC on tho rôle of the Red Cross in tho maintenance of peace, evoking the 
circumstances which impelled tho International Committee to agree tho principle 
of its intervention during the Cuba crisis. Confronted with the throat of 
imminent thermo-nuclear warfare and being tho only institution whoso 
intervention was found acceptable by tho parties in dispute, tho International 
Committee considered that it could not justifiably evade the appeal which had 
been addressed to it. However, it stipulated certain specific conditions to 
its intervention which would guarantee its independence, its neutrality, the 
efficacy of its action and tho respect for tho principles of tho Rod Cross.

It is, reiterated Professor Freymond, tho acceptance of those conditions 
by tho parties involved, which will allow tho ICRC to envisage such 
intervention in the future.

Geneva, 28 August - 10 September
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Ambassador François Poncet, President of the French Red Gross Society, 
then submitted a resolution approving the ICBC's attitude in the Cuba 
incident and congratulating it thereon. He declared that the International 
Committee, owing to the prestige accrued during the last hundred years, 
was the only organization in the world at the present time able to serve 
as a neutral intermediary in the event of conflict and make an effective 
contribution to easing international tension in response to appeals.

After the Cuban and Chinese Delegations had voiced certain reserva
tions with regard to the role of the ICBC in the Caribbean crisis, the French 
delegation's Resolution was agreed to by 48 for, 4 against and 4 abstentions.

Dr Ambrosius von Albertini, President of the Swiss Red Cross Society, 
then expressed his profound gratitude, in the name of the International 
Rod Cross, to the Swiss Federal Council, whose generosity would permit the 
Henry Dunant Institute to bo established in Geneva, and to the various 
private firms which intended to contribute towards its installation.

Mr van Emden (Holland) strongly uroed the delegates to obtain regular 
contributions from their Societies and to back up the ICRC's requests for 
the financial support of Governments, since its present needs will not be 
covered by tho financial contributions now received from these two sources.

Ambassador François Poncet, as Chairman of the' Standing Commission 
of tho International Commission, announced that the International Conference 
of the Red Cross in 1965 would take place in Vienna.

After fr Léopold Boissier, President, had voiced his appreciation 
the Council of Delegates adopted a Resolution submitted by Lady Limerick 
(United Kingdom), thanking the Swiss Federal Council, the Geneva authorities 
and the U.N. for their assistance in the organization of this Centenary 
Congress which had been really perfect, "a Congress" added. Lady Limerick, 
"which has proved more than any other the unity and harmony characterizing 
the Red Cross".
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