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AGENDA

DS

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries.

2. Red Cross and Health Services (first aid, accident prevention, 
health education, blood transfusion).

3. Red Cross and Social Services (principles, training of 
personnel, welfare work for the chronically ill and 
handicapped, general child welfare).

u-. Actions of National Societies in the field of civil 
population protection.

Z. Red Cross responsibilities today in the field of nursing.

******
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CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
Geneva. 28 August - 10 September 1P63

COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

HEALTH AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

(Morning and afternoon Sessions of 
September 2, 1963)

The Health and Social Affairs Commissbn of the Council 
of Delegates, meeting on the occasion of the Centenary Congress 
of the Red Cross, began its deliberations on Monday, September 
2, 1963, in the United Nations Building, Geneva,

Sixty National Societies were represented at this 
Session, which was held under the chairmanship of Professor 
Abbas Naficy, Vice-Chairman of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun 
Society and Chairman of the Health and Social Service Advisory 
Committee of the League. Miss Hickey, Vice-President of the 
American Red Cross, was elected Vice-Chairman of the Committee, 
while Mr. Philippson, Vice-President of the SwedidaRed Cross and 
Dr» Z.S. Hantchef, Director of the Health and Social Service 
Bureau of the League, agreed to assume the duties of Rapporteur 
and Secretary of the Commission, respectively,

Mlle Y. Hentsch, Director of the Nursing Bureau of 
the League, and Mlle Pfirter, Head of the Medical Personnel 
Section of the International Committee of the Red Cross, were 
entrusted with the responsibility for secretarial executive 
duties connected with Nursing Care.

Representatives of several other international organisa
tions, including the World Health Organisation, were present at 
the Session.

After a general introduction by the Director of the 
Health and Social Service Bureau of the League on items 2 and 3 
of the Agenda? ’’The Red Cross and Public Health", the Commission 
then dealt with the question of First Aid. Many representatives 
of National Societies took part in the debate which underlined 
the general desire for standardization and simplification of First 
Aid methods, their wider dissemination among the population and 
the vital rôle of First Aid teams, as well as the necessity for 
the training of instructors. The rôle of the Relief Commission 
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of the Health eaid Social Service Advisory Committee of the 
League? as well as the usefulness of contacts amongst qualified 
relief workers, appeared to he matters of the first importance 
for the future standardization of Red Cross Relief work.

Dealing with the question of health instruction and 
accident prevention, the Commission stressed the role which the 
Red Cross" is called upon to play in these spheres, in co-operation 
with the civil authorities, and imposed upon it by its tremendous 
following among the public, as. well as the great variety of its 
activities. . More than ever, one of the essential duties of the 
Red Cross is to promote "preventive measures" amd to bestow on 
all members of the community an increasing sense of safety.
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