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1» Delegates will recall the decision of the General Council of
the League in March 1922 in which the Junior Red Cross was considered 
to be "one of the factors most useful for aiding in the improvement of 
health and in the creating of an international spirit of human solidarity 
among young people with a view to the preparation of a new civilization 
of peace". It was also regarded as "a most effective instrument for 
securing for Red Cross Societies in the future the moral force and 
popular membership which alone can make them the powerful organisation 
which they would become ........... "

2. The full text of this Resolution is reproduced on Page 6 of 
the Working Paper DG/j/5« lb is fitting to state that on July 1, 
1923 the Junior Red Cross Division of the American Junior Red Cross 
was consolidated with the League and by authority of the Council two 
years after, an International Conference of Educators met in Paris to 
discuss the educational value of the Junior Red Cross and help draft 
the future programme of the Junior Red Cross in relation to the public 
school system.

3. Oddly enough, the Second Conference was held after a lapse of 
38 years at Lausanne. Its main purpose appears on Page 1 of the Report 
on the World Conference of Educators presented to the XXVII Session of 
the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies. Copies of 
this Report have already been distributed so it is necessary merely to 
state that the purpose of the Lausanne Conference was to examine the 
Junior Red Cross programme with a view to relating it to the needs of 
youth and to encourage teachers to cooperate more closely in the work 
of youth.
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4. Let me refer to Working Paper No. DJ/2-J-4-5/1 (League, 
May 1963) on Items 2-5 inclusive of the Provisional Agenda of the 
Junior Red Cross Commission. This Working Paper outlines in its 
introduction five subjects for the consideration of the Commission.
I propose now to combine items one, two and five as these are closely 
related to the subject "The Responsibility of the Red Cross for the 
Humanitarian Education of Youth".

5. By way of introduction let me state that three of the terms 
in the title of this paper require clarification. We probably do not 
have the same concept or ideas suggested to us when we use the words; 
"human", "education" and "Youth". So let us climb down from our 
ivory towers and consider exactly what definition we should give them. 
Whatever we do, we know that our definition will be limited by 
circumstances of geography, opportunity, and cultural development as 
well as by the social and economic progress of the country in connection 
with which we are considering these definitions. In effect, then, when 
we think of the education of youth, we do not think in the abstract,
we do not for example bring to mind the educational theories of 
Socrates, Rousseau, Commencus, Pestalozzi, Dewey - to take some names 
at random - and their ex cathedra pronouncements on how the child is 
to be taught. We think instead of people, of boys and girls and then 
consider how they can be educated, what materials are to be used, what 
should be the speed of instruction and we think of these things in 
terms of values we ourselves believe in or accept and the purpose of 
such instruction. Now let us take a quick look at the word "human". 
Are we satisfied that we treat boys and girls of other lands and races 
as we would treat our own. They are,all human? Yes, but the concept of 
"humaneness" or "humanity" varies with people of different countries.
We perhaps admit their general morphological and physiological structure 
and similarities, but do we regard them, without exception, the young 
human entities from all lands, as "brothers and sisters" of the boys 
and girls from our own lands, to the extent that the sane feeling and 
concern for our own go out for them also?

6. In this world of variety of treatment, whether because of 
economic,circumstances or cultural pattern, it is an undisguised 
blessing that the Red Cross exists to point to a standard of conduct, 
behaviour and training for <ur youth in order to equip them with 
opportunities for social service and instill in them the necessity to 
assume responsibility for such service to humanity. The fundamental 
principles of the Red Cross in this respect are writ large, but what 
we are equally concerned with is the application of these principles 
to human needs in every country to the extent that humanity would mean 
the same for us all, and every single individual would be subject within 
reason to the same humanitarian standards regardless of race, religion 
or social stratification.
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7. Terence, that well-known Latin author grasped the full 
significance of the term "humanity" when he wrote: "Hemani nihil a 
me alienum puto". I consider nothing that has to do with human 
beings to be alien to me. I believe that the sum and substance of 
his statement is contained in the word "alienum" i.e. in the thought 
alien to me. In other words, everything that concerns humanity is a 
part of me. This implies a complete oneness and certainly not the 
view that ours is best and other boys and girls are neither good 
enough nor seriously worth considering. The Red Cross applies the 
law of equality, universality and humanity to this situation and it 
is with these factors in mind that we approach cur problem.

8. Mr Chairman, I have dwelt at some length on these fundamental 
issues because they are basic to an understanding of this subject: I 
have done so also to ensure that we of the Red Cross have the same 
basic approach to the subject and consider the terms "human", "education" 
and "youth" in precise Red Cross fashion.

9. In this year whe we observe the centenary of the idea of the 
Red Cross, the humanitarian ideals that animated Henri Dunant and his 
colleagues present themselves very forcibly before us today. Do we, 
each of us, feel as enthusiastic and zealous about them as Dunant did? 
Do we throw all our energies into <Le perpetuation of these ideals with 
missionary zeal,'as St. Paul did and to use his own expression, count 
not the cost? Are we ourselves literally converted to an acknowledge- 
ment^of these ideals as representing guiding principles for the 
attainment of health, mutual understanding and peace? If we do, then
I am preaching to the converted, and my task is considerably lightened.

10. The Council of Delegates meeting in Prague in 1961 unanimously adopte 
•adopted seven basic Red Cross principles. One of these is HUMANITY.
Lot me refresh your memory by indicating the explanatory statements 
following it:-

"The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistence without 
discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours - in 
its international and national capacity - to prevent and alleviate 
human suffering wherever it may be found. Its purpose is to 
protect life and health and to ensure respect for the human being. 
It promotes mutual understanding, friendship and lasting peace 
amongst all peoples ."

11. This statement provides the basis for training Juniors in 
humanitarian education. No one would doubt the growing need for 
educating youth in this type of activity. As the world moves on and 
new nations emerge, the need for such education will continue, and for 
all practical purposes there will always be opportunities for humani
tarian activities. This makes it imperative for such education to be 
provided at every level of educable capacity.
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12. Fortunately for the world, there is found everywhere a
number of administrators and teachers who are interested actively in 
the Red Cross or are willing to cooperate with it to prepare youth 
for humanitarian endeavours in keeping with their age, aptitutde and 
ability.

1J. Schools have a set syllabus in which emphasis on practical
humanitarian aspects of education is the exception rather than the 
rule. The Red Cross therefore can and does supplement the theoretical 
knowledge and practical skill of students in this respect. What is 
desirable is even greater emphasis on the part of both administrators 
and teachers on the one hand and Red Cross personnel on the other to 
ensure that the important humanitarian side of education is given its 
due place.

14. In such training the voluntary aspect of the Red Cross and
indeed the other .aspects as well, must be constantly kept in Ind. This 
is at one and the same time the strength and inspiration of the Red 
Cross. Voluntary workers constitute a common force for good and such a 
force must be constantly maintained.

15» Humanitarian education or education in humanitarianism is
inevitable if the wo>ld is to survive and come through with more than 
a touch of that spirit that melees the world kin, and thereby creates the 
atmosphere for mutual help and understanding. Application of the 
humanitarian principles as enunciated by the Red Cross might well be 
the answer to our future national and international problems. Because 
of this such principles must be kept inviolable if they are to have a 
morally binding force.

16. The Red Cross has accepted responsibility for educating youth
in humanitarian habits and attitudes. Why this responsibility? The 
f llowing anser is suggested:

(i) to perpetuate principles of service for the attainment 
of health, fellowship and understanding

(ii) to promote continuity of thought and action based on 
these principles

(iii) to ensure that youth is equipped for such service through 
social and cultural development and a strong sense of 
social responsibility

(iv) to create an opportunity for Juniors to attract others 
of their own age by increasing their awareness of such 
matters

(v) to ensure that youth is itself understood in this 
complex and changing -world and is prepared to be of 
service
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(vi) to recognise the Juniors of today as the Rod. Cross 
of tomorrow

(vii) t create tho conditions that give rise to peace; and

(viii) to ensure that every youth or youth group, including 
those out-of-school; recognises the value of initial 
aid? and is in a position to provide relief from 
suffering,promote health and live in harmony with other 
humanbeings, regardless of social, religious, racial 
cr political affiliation

17. The Junior Red rcss is particularly concerned with tho training
of Juniors in tho idealsand objectives of the Red Cress and getting them 
voluntarily to practise humanitarianism and ensure its spread. The method 
involved in this exercise will depend on the circumstances and will vary 
with conditions but the end object sh. uld always be the same: relief and 
rehabilitation of tho sick, tho wounded and the afflicted; kindness to 
those who ore in need; practice of these principles in times of war and 
peace.

18. The seven principles of the Rod Cross and the four Geneva Conventions 
are the principal means whereby the Red Cress spreads humanitarianism.
But to what avail are those principles unless they are translated into 
action without any semblance of charity or patronising? Those never can 
be enough of a good thing. The seven principles are being perpetuated 
but this cannot bo said of the four Geneva Conventions with equal application. 
The International Study Centre at Founex (July -August 196$) and the 
..orld Conference of educators (Lausanne, August 1963) cotinuously 
emphasized the necessity for tho dissemination of these Conventions among 
youths and adults alike, so that both the public and governmental 
authorities will bo fully aware of their obligations. "The Geneva Conventions" 
might well be tho rallying cry of this Council of Delegates - and indeed 
it is confidently expected that we will depart from Genova resolved to 
make the Conventions known and so forge another link in tho never ending 
humanitarian chain.

19. To return to the jorld Conference of _>ducatcrs at Lausanne,various 
methods were advocated there whereby this humanitarianism could bo made to 
become part of the very nature of youth. For your benefit, I am going to 
summarize tho methods suggested to provide sumo background education to 
assist the Council of Delegates in considering the Recommendations emanating 
from Lausanne - as contained in Dr. Goetz Fehr's Report to which reference 
was made earlier. Hero are the methods:

(i) exchange of friendship albums on a personalised basis;

(ii) interchange of greeting cards, pictures, journals, gift boxes and 
actual visits as a moans of sharing cultures and promoting 
mutual understanding and fellowship;

(iii) participating in international study centres and Vista Programmes 
as those load to tho development of friendships through personal 
contact;
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(iv) creating in the minds of youth a desire for peace and for the 
outlawing of war;

(v) ensuring the development in youth of a sense of social 
responsibility through knowledge of the Conventions;

(vi) getting young people to do things, such as helping older people 
and being hospitable to them so th t in later years the full 
moaning' of international friendship will be impressed on youth;

(vii) getting young people to participate in Junior Red Cress 
Programmes which include helping in a children's hospital and 
bringing relief to these in places whore disaster had struck;

(viii) giving youth responsibility for initiating their own programme 
and working on a cooperative basis t learn the value of self- 
help and cooperative living;

(ix) getting the League to encourage and coordinate the dissemination 
of suitable inf rmativc teaching material prepared by educators 
with the specific objective of spreading humanitarian ideas 
through tho Conventions and Red Cross Principles;

(x) organising discussions on health education and particularly on 
mental health through the medium cf universities, professional 
schools and technical institutes;

(xi) placing at the disposal of writers of textbooks for schools 
adequate information on tho Rod Cress for inclusion whore appropriate;

(xii) getting professional personnel to recognize the social problems 
cf individuals as a result of consultation with welfare and other 
related agencies;

(xiii) persuading y-..-ung people out of school to take practical 
training courses in personal hygiene, homo nursing, first aid, 
accident prevention, life saving, etc. at special training centres;

(xiv) issuing a suitable booklet on tho Geneva Conventions to suit 
all ages and requesting Governments to moot the cost of publishing 
such a booklet; and distributing it to schools, colleges and 
other appropriate groups;

(xv) taking steps to include lessons on tho Geneva Conventions in 
tho curriculum of primary and secondary schools, teacher training 
colleges, military schools and universities, and integrating those 
lessens where possible with the study cf other documents as 
tho United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, Kagha Carta, 
otc. in keeping with the humanitarian aims and principles of 
tho Rod Cross and f; ruing part of tho very structure of the 
educational framework of tho country and tho touching of 
citizenship; and finally

(xvi) requesting the League to invite all recognized youth organisations 
from time to time and collaborate with them at tho international 
lov-1 to produce a coordinated programme of work designed to 
integrate- tho activities of the Red Cross with the programmes 
of th«so organisations in tho interest of youth.
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21. Tho Baconian formula "Absunt studia in mores" has meaning for 
us toachors and Rod Cross administrators alike. Studios do influence 
character and it is hoped that by a carefully3 planned programme of 
led Cross activities, wo can get our youth to develop a salutary 
and humanitarian attitude towards people and the world.

21. Tho main purpose of this presentation is as stated previously to 
provide background material surrounding tho Recommendations related to 
this subject. But before putting the recommendations, may I be 
permitted the indulgence of a brief postscript:

22. The young adolescent is a social individual. Tho Rod Or ss can give 
him the feeling that he is part of a vast world organisation. A 
feeling of security. Life in all probability has net yet become too 
complex for him. But his is a vulnerable age. He grows up too rapidly 
in this world of change, development and decay. He is subject to ideas, 
pressures, propaganda and indocrination, cheap cartoons, licentious 
films, lurid advertisements and the attraction of modern life without 
the strength of firm discipline, self-imposed, can seriously affect his 
attitude to life - already ho is beginning to feel the impact of home 
and family, the school, the company ho keeps and tho community in which 
he lives anil moves and has his being. Ho is developing too, an attitude 
of independence and so might readily come to believe that his parents, 
elders and toachors do not understand him. Ho can thus become a severe 
challenge to himself and to society. Such an individual is in need of 
guidance, moti'wation and inspiration in order that ho might understand 
himself and the world about him. The adult must bo sympathetic. Ho 
must see himself in tho youth before him, in his charge, his pupil,
his son. He must guide him, inspire his confidence, prepare him to think 
and to look for the answors, reassess his own resources from time to 
time, and must give him a goal in life. Youth must be fit t' live and 
to live with. In other words, give youth tho typo of education that 
would prepare him for social living. Such a youngster will build in 
himself a, strong humanitarian trait. If the Red dross puts across its 
message to youth and gets him to participate in its training project, 
it will provide him with a future full of hope, vision and understanding. 
By such action the Rod Cross will at tho same time perpetuate itself for 
the future of the Rod Cress depends upon our Youth.

P.2154/gss/4.9.65
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RECOMMENDATION NO, g

The World Conference of Educators, assembled in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary,

RECOMMENDS that

National Societies inform educational authorities
and teachers of

a) the opportunities for international friendship, 
understanding and education for peace available
to young people through the wide and varied programme 
of activities of the Junior Red Cross

b) the assistance which can be given by the Junior 
Red Cross in tne form of self-help projects to 
areas of need in all parts of the world;

c) the channels available through Junior Red Cross >y 
which assistance can be provided to victims of disasters;

d) the necessity to ensure that aL 1 such programmes 
should adhere to the accepted practice whereby all 
communications concerning them and any gifts, sent 
should be through the respective National Headquarters 
of the Societies concerned.
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EECOiaiENDATiaN NO. 4

The World Conference of Educators, assembled in Lausanne 
on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary,

considering the need not only to.educate youth in humani
tarian principles, but also to provide them with opportunities to 
practice these principles in order that mankind may achieve inter
national understanding end peace,

recognising that the Red Cross, through the ideals and values 
inherent in the Geneva Conventions and through its programmes designed 
to protect life, is in fact able to make a definite contribution to 
humanitarian education,

rec.ognising the essential role which educators play in this 
connection and the facilities which the Red Cross offers,

RECOMMENDS

(1) that the International Committee of the Red Cross 
continue to persuade Governments to use not only 
their military but alio their educational and other 
authorities in disseminating the Geneva Conventions 
among the entire population;

(2) that the League of Red Cross Societies, through a 
continuous evaluation of the programmes undertaken 
by National Societies, ensure that the Junior Red 
Cross is in a position to function in partnership 
with edu< ational authorities in this field;

that National Societies themselves obtain the advice 
and assistance of educators in the preparation of 
such information media as will emphasize the necessity 
to safeguard humanitarian principles at all times 
and under all conditions.
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RECOMMENDATION NO« 5

The World Conference of Educators, assembled in Lausanne 
on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary,

recognising that in each culture, each society, 
each religion there exists a common, basic fund of moral codes 
and rules of conduct which correspond to the fundamental 
principles of the Red Cross,

invites National Societies to contribute to a collection 
of stories, biographies, statements etc., from the traditions 
of their countries, which illustrate human responsibility, the 
spirit of service, love for one's neighbour, respect for human 
life, the protection of the weak and of those in distress, in 
order that these can be used in Red Cross magazines., text books, 
as well as for the publication of a common Red Cross anthology 
for youth,

confirms that the editor-in-chief of the International 
Review of the Red Cross agrees to receive them.
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INTRODUCTION

The primary purpose of the Junior Red. Cross Commission 
of the Council of Delegates is to study the recommendations, if not in whole 
at least the most important ones, resulting from the World Conference of 

. Educators. This Conference concluded its discussions in Lausanne on August
2 3rd.

’ The questions considered by the Conference, dealing with
the evaluation and adaptation of the Junior Red Cross programme, can be 
classified under the five subjects chosen for the provisional agenda of the 
Junior Red Cross Commission :

Red Cross responsibility for the humanitarian 
education of youth

Junior Red Cross responsibility in spreading 
its ideals and principles among young people

Evaluation and adaptation of the Junior Red
Cross programme to modern world trends

Study of means for developing closer and more 
positive cooperation between the teaching body 
and the Junior Red Cross

Dissemination of Red Cross Principles and
Geneva Conventions among youth

Therefore, the above subjects have been treated in 
this working paper in order to familiarise participants in the Junior Red 
Cross Commission with the general background tc the recommendations 
adopted by the World Conference of Educators.



JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Agenda Item 2

RED CROSS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HUMANITARIAN EDUCATION

OF YOUTH

Any organisation, regardless of its aim, will try to ensure its 
continuity through the recruitment of youth in its ranks. If for no other 
reason than this, therefore, the Red Cross has sought to bring young 
people into its organisation.

There exists, however, much more than this practical considera
tion which gives the Red Cross a responsibility for educating youth in its 
ideals and aims. This responsibility is based on the four Geneva Conven
tions and the subsequent Red Cross Principles which have given a definite 
moral urgency to the need for promulgating among children and youth, as the 
future adults of the world, the ideals of peace, service and love for one's 
fellow men.

This has been evident in the many resolutions passed over the years 
by the Board of Governors and by the International Red Cross Conferences. 
Perhaps the most indicative of this growing concern for the education of 
youth in Red Cross Principles is that Resolution adopted by the Board of 
Governors, Athens 1959, (Resolution XX), in which is stated that the Board 
of Governors, "Considering that within the Red Cross as a whole the 
existence of Junior Sections contributes considerably to the universality 
of the Red Cross and the promotion of its ideals, that it is through these 
Sections that the principle s and ideals of the Red Cross are deeply 
implanted in the minds of young people so that they will remain conscious 
of them through their lives, ... requests that all National Societies 
associate their Junior Sections as closely as possible in their daily 
activities and that, in particular, suitable work be found in which young 
people can take part..."

We are all concerned with maintaining and ensuring a peaceful 
world for ourselves and even more for our children, for they will ultimately 
take upon themselves a condition which has not been of their own making. 
What better way to prepare them for this responsibility than by giving them 
the benefit, at as early an age as possible, of the humanitarian teachings 
on which the Red Cross is founded?

We have become more and more aware in the years since the War of 
the fact that if man is to endure, he must learn to live in peace and 
understanding with his fellow men. The opportunities for acquiring this 
knowledge, and not only acquiring it but practising it, exist in the highest 
degree possible through the Red Cross and the Junior Red Cross, If, as
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will be seen in the following point of discussion, the Junior Red Cross has 
a responsibility for spreading its ideals and principles among young people, 
the adult members of the Red Cross have themselves no less a responsibility 
for ensuring that youth are given an opportunity to exercise this responsi
bility.

What this means, then, is that within the adult Red Cross the ' 
awareness of the value and need for educating youth in humanitarian 
principles must become so engrained,- such an intrinsic part of our thinking, 
that we are able to pass on this knowledge as effectively as possible. One 
hears very much of responsibility, but there is still a great need for a 
real understanding of the word. Responsibility can be delegated, but if 
performed under the too strict supervision of others, it will not make 
for a complete acceptance and practice of it. Youth must be lei, but »
led imaginatively. More important, the adult members of the Red Cross 
must themselves be so conscious of their responsibility to youth, and so 
familiar with the principles of the Red Cross, that their knowledge and 
ideals can be shared, nourished, passed on not so much through education 
in the formal sense, as through the example of their thoughts and their 
actions.

Youth has been called a new opportunity for mankind, but the oppor
tunity can only be taken advantage of when the full implications of what this 
means bécome a reality for adults as well as for youth. If one considers 
the importance of educating youth for the future-in the light of this 
definition, it takes on a much more vital, even frightening, urgency. Only 
when this is realised can we begin to view our responsibility to youth in 
a new light, A new opportunity for mankind ... if this is true, are we 
doing enough to prepare for this opportunity? Shall we not make greater 
efforts to instill in young people those ideals which will assist them in 
achieving what we ourselves have not thus far been able to achieve? Should 
we not, in view of our own mistakes, reappraise our attitude so that in 
approaching youth, that fountainhead of the future, we can bring to them 
a valid guide line based on the experiences of our history? We must do 
this.

The history of the Red Cross through these past 100 years has 
shown more and more clearly that the flame lighted at Solferino by one man 
was of such tremendous force that it would grow, as it has grown, into a 
veritable holocaust which gives daily proof of consuming the world in the 
heat of its passionate love for mankind. Is it not preferable, rather 
than being consumed in the fires of war, that man be consumed with love 
for his fellow man?
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JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Agenda Item 3 

JUNIOR RED CROSS RESPONSIBILITY IN SFREADING ITS IDEALS AND

PRINCIPLES AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE

As an integral part of the Red Cross organisation, the Junior 
Red Cross derives its responsibility for spreading its ideals and principles 
among young people from the same bases outlined in the foregoing presentation. 
But what are these ideals and principles?

The role of the Junior Red Cross has been described in a number of 
resolutions over the years, not the least being that adopted by the General 
Council in 1922, which defines the Junior Red Cross as having been organised 
for the purposes of inculcating in ... children ... the ideal of peace amd the 
practice of service, especially in relation to the care of their own health 
and that of others, the understanding and acceptance of civic and human 
responsibility, and the cultivation and maintenance of a spirit of friendly 
helpfulness towards other children in all countries", (Resolution XVIIl)

Again, in 194-6, the Board of Governors, meeting in Oxford, further 
emphasized the value of the Junior Red Cross when it recommended that "... 
the great importance of the Junior Red Cross be stressed as means of 
developing spiritually, physically and culturally the younger generations 
so that they can work actively for the realisation of the humanitarian ideals 
of the Red Cross, and that the Junior Red Cross be given the responsability 
for developing among children and young people of all cointries a programme 
cf activities designed to further mutual understanding and good will among 
nations, which it is hoped will contribute to the elimination of the causea 
of war". (Resolution XXXVI)

Finally, as illustration of the Junior Red Cross principles, we 
would refer to the pledge formulated by Junior members in 1959» at the 
time of the commemoration of the birth of the Red Cross idea at Solferinos 
"We, members of the Junior Red Cross of 15 nations, assembled on the 
Battlefield of Solferino to commemorate the Centenary of the birth of the 
Red Cross idea, convinced that the well-being of the world and peace are 
inseparable and that it is our duty to ensure understanding between peoples, 
pledge therefore to protect our health so that we may be able to help others 
better, to love our neighbour without distinction of nationality, race or 
religion and to help anyone in need of our material and moral assistance, 
to improve our knowledge of practical methods of first aid, assistance and 
protection, to respect life and protect it against violence, in accordance 
with the humanitarian principles set forth by Henry Dunant".
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These, then, are the solid, foundation on which is based the 
Junior Red Cross programme of protection of health and life, service, and 
international friendship and understanding, a programme which provides an 
excellent and comprehensive means for carrying out its responsibility toward 
youth. Free of the hindrances which social, religious, racial, or political 
attitudes often present to idealistic movements, the Junior Red Cross is 
well prepared for the task of assisting and supporting the moral development 
of youth throughout the world.

But, as the adult members of the Red Cross must realise and 
accept their responsibilities towards youth, so the members of the Junior 
Red Cross must be taught that theirs is the responsibility, first and last, 
for introducing the Red Cross principles and aims to other children and 
youth, as well as for providing means through which these aims can be 
achieved, sIn so doing, they not only gain in the knowledge that they are 
serving a great humanitarian cause, such as appeals to the natural idealism 
cf youth, but also that they are acquiring experiences and understanding 
which will serve them as they grow to adulthood.

fThcre are now some 6$ million members of the Junior Red Cross, 
therefore sufficient enthusiasm and manposer, if'you will, exist to accom
plish this task of promoting the Red Cross among young people. The iieed 
exists, the programme exists, the means of communication, through these 
6? million, exists. What is needed is greater awareness and acceptance 
of what these elements suggest, as well as increased efforts at organisa
tion and imaginative thinking in order to devise more effective and practi
cal means for promoting the principles and ideals of the Junior Red Cross.
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JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Agenda Item 4

EVALUATION AND ADAPTATION OF THE JUNIOR RED CROSS PROGRAMME

TO MODERN WORLD TRENDS

It would be impossible here to describe all of the social; 
physical and political changes which have appeared in the world during 
the past 25 years. There are, however, several which have direct bearing 
on the Junior Red Cross programr3 and which should be mentioned:

1. The breakdown of the family as the seat of training 
and education of youth in human values;

2. Increasing access to school education, becoming 
greater each year, and which as a result makes 
the teachers 1 work more instructive and less 
educational in nature;

5» Increased economic expansion which has brought 
more and more youth into the labour field;

■ 4- The earlier ago of physical maturation, which 
has meant that the gap between the age of physical 
maturity,- now around 1J, and that of legal maturity- 
20-2], in most countries, has widened, thereby 
presenting some difficulties of assimilation for 
early school leavers and young workers.

As a result of these factors, and certainly there are many more 
to be considered, society is faced with a problem, demanding vigorous intent 
and action, of meeting the needs of youth-.

From the beginning the Junior Red Cross has worked in close 
cooperation with the schools, and certainly the interest and support of 
the teaching profession have been vital in its growth- There remains, 
however, a large sector of youth who, for one reason or another, have been 
introduced neither to the Junior Red. Cross nor to any similar youth 
organisation. This group presents the Red Cross,.' and society in general, 
with a challenge, for it is not those youth who are active in some form of 
youth organisation, whatever it may be, vzho are in need of assistance and 
support, but rather those who have not as yet been reached.

Fortunately, the Junior Red Cross programme is adaptable enough 
to include activities designed to complement formal schooling for this large 
sector» The primary aim cf the Junior Red Cross being education for civic 
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and social responsibility, it can provide that training lacking in the 
family or in work, as was formerly the case under the apprenticeship system, 
as well as providing outside interests and occupation for young workers. 
What is necessary, however, is a réévaluation of the existing programmes 
within the Junior Red Cross, with a view to increasing the opportunities, 
and their effectiveness, afforded to youth.

This leads also to two questions which have been very much 
discussed in the Red Cross in recent years. One concerns the means of 
keeping Juniors, after they have left school, interested and active in the 
Red Cross. The second concerns that of bridging the gap between the adult 
and the Junior sections. In reality, both are facets of the same problem. 
By organising programmes designed for older Juniors and young workers, and 
allowing these youth to participate more actively in the work of the adult- 
Red Cross, the continuity of the organisation can be assured, and these 
youth can, through working closely with adults, receive the guidance and training 
which would in many cases not otherwise be available to them.

Work 'with out-of-school groups has been undertaken in several 
Societies for some time, for example in municipal youth centres, and has 
proven to be one means of meeting the needs of these young people. Certainly 
other means can and must be found. To be effective, however, the initiative 
and driving force should come from young people themselves in the Red Cross, 
for realising their own as well as the needs of their contemporaries, they can 
better direct activities and programmes suited to fit these needs, It is 
here that they should be encouraged and permitted to exercise more responsi
bility and initiative, for it has now been shown, in their work in hospitals, 
with the handicapped, in efforts to improve health standards, that young 
people can be counted on to carry out a task once it is undertaken. Moreover, 
their natural idealism, enthusiasm and energy give them a resiliency and 
imaginitiveness which are not always found in older Red Cross members.

Modern world trends is a vague phrase, and while there are certain 
elements common to all societies, there remain certain needs and conditions 
special to one or another of them. It is not so much our task here to suggest 
adaptations of the Junior Red Cross programme to fit each of these needs, for 
this must be done in the particular locale, and more important, by those 
people who know the conditions with which they are faced. What cun be done 
here is to encourage the realisation that the programme of the Junior Red (
Cross can be adapted to fit these needs, and further, to encourage the adult 
members of the Red Cross, in their work with young people, to promote closer 
cooperation between the adult and Junior Sections.
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JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Agenda Item 5

STUDY OF MEANS FOR DEVELOPING CLOSER AND MORE POSITIVE COOPERATION

BETWEEN THE TEACHING BODY AND THE JUNIOR

RED CROSS

At the XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference in Toronto, 
1952, Mr. Louis Vernierszi former adviser to tne League on Youth and Educational 
Problems, spoke on "The Junior Red Cross and Present Day Education Problems", 
in which he outlined the relation of the Junior Red Cross programme to 
education,

"1) The Junior Red Cross programme is in perfect harmony 
with the programmes of the schools themselves: it does 
not introduoe any fresh material into an already 
complicated and overburdened programme.

2) The Junior Red Cross programme consists of suggestions 
rather than specific tasks.

3) While it is true that it does not impose any specific 
task and is content with suggestions, it has the merit
of suggesting activities in the service of a noble ideal, 
which are generous yet simple, concrete and practical, 
arousing the emotional instincts of young people and 
developing their initiative. Thus it is apparent that 
it meets thc-ir psychological requirements and falls into 
line with the most progressive educational tendencies, 
at the same time helping the teachers by providing them 
with a motivation for varied classroom and extra-curricular 
activities, which means that

4) "The application of the Junior Red Cross programme makes
a valuable contribution to character-building, and to fitting 
Juniors to take their place in the community, without in any 
way hampering the progress of their normal school studies". 
Thus, education goes hand-in-hand with instruction. In other 
words, for intelligent teachers, the existence of a Junior 
Red Cross section in a school is not a hindrance but a stimulus, 
which gives fresh impetus and reality to the educational 
side of their work, for
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5) The Junior Red. Cross programme is essentially 
adaptable« Simple and flexible, it can easily 
be adapted, not only to requirements of age and 
sex, but also to local, national or international 
circumstances in such a way as to turn to good 
account - from the educational or philanthropic 
standpoints - events which are suddenly thrust 
into the forefront of the news.

6) Finally, the application of the Junior Red Cross 
programme considerably favours coordination between
several educational branches'’, „

Due to its essentially educational nature the Junior Red Cross (
has, therefore, developed primarily within the school system, and it is 
due to the interest and work of the teaching body that it has grown to the 
extent it has.

Lately, however, due to the increase in population throughout 
the world, plus the increasing ease of access to education, the number 
of teachers and facilitates have been insufficient for the task to be 
accomplished through the schools. As a result, the teacher's work has 
tended of necessity to become more concerned with the communication of 
necessary practical knowledge, and the educational function, that concerned 
with character training, has in many cases suffered. This has caused 
considerable concern not only to teachers themselves, who have been forced 
into this difficult position, but to the Junior Red Cross, the backbone for 
which has always been the school and. the teaching body for the promulgation 
of its ideals as factors in character training,

Understandably, also, when faced with the sheer number of 
students to whom the mass of basic knowledge must be transmitted, the 
teacher is often too tired and much too overworked to want to donate 
further hours of his time in promoting Junior Red Cross.

Efforts have been made to alleviate this situation by preparing 
programmes which can be used easily for both purposes of instruction and 
education.. Study centres and seminars have been organised by the Junior 
Red Cross in some Societies in order to introduce Junior Red Cross to the 
teacher» Teachers have been selected as members of Junior Red Cross »
committees, locally and nationally, and have been consulted when new 
programmes and activities have been organised.

Unfortunately, however, these efforts have not been attempted 
on a broad enough scale within the movement on the whole, especially in 
Societies where the Junior Red Cross exists outside the school system.

The realisation of this has increased over the past few years 
and it was with a view to remedying this situation that the World 
Conference of Educators, which has just completed its work, was organised 
this year«
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It cannot be denied that the consideration of means for attaining 
a closer cooperation between teachers and Junior Red Cross depends very 
much on the active interest and participation of the teachers themselves? 
and it is to be hoped that the deliberations of the Educators Conference 
will have resulted in concrete proposals. On the other hand, cooperation 
by its own definition must be a two-way action, Therefore, within the 
Red Cross and the Junior Red Cross, there must be serious consideration 
of just what there is to be offered the teacher as assistance in his work. 
In other words, what do we have to offer, and how can it best be offered, 
so that the teacher will feel that our programmes are indeed a valuable 
contribution to his task of education, and not simply another of the many 
things which he is forced to put across to his students?

Certainly a knowledge of just what the Junior Red Cross is would 
be essential to interesting teachers in it. As mentioned above, study 
centres, seminars and training camps, in which teachers are given a basic 
and thorough acquaintance with the Junior Red Cross programmes would be 
invaluable. Approaches made to Ministries of Education, in view of having 
the Junior Red Cross programmes included in the curriculum of teacher training 
institutes would, of course, he an even more effective means for increasing 
interest and knowledge on the part of the teaching body, for just as knowledge 
is most easily acquired and assimilated at an early age, sc knowledge of 
the Junior Red Cross as'an aid to education can best be given a teacher at the 
beginning of his career. Furthermore, the opportunity io travel abroad to 
study Junior Red Cross programmes in other countries at the expense of the 
Red Cross, or a year's leave of absence to work on programmes designed for 
the Junior Red Cross in his own country would be great incentives to the teacher 
to further develop his familiarity and interest.

Most important, the increased selection of teachers to Junior Red 
Cross committees, for purposes of planning and organisation, for the production 
of material aids to be used in Junior Red Cross programmes in the school, 
should lead to a closer and more positive cooperation between teachers and 
Junior Red Cross,

-----------0O0-----------

P.1767/mlc/26.5» 65
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EVALUATION AND ADAPTATION OF THE JUNIOR RED CROSS PROGRAMME TO MODERN WORLD TRENDS

Statement

hy

Mrs. Marthe Boiché-Damé
Secretary General of the Cameroon Red. Cross

Mr. Chairman, Honourable Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The subject discussed during the third day of the Conference of 
Educators was

Red Cross Responsibility for Health and Life

The Director General of the International Children’s Centre, Dr. 
Etienne Berthet, emphasised the importance assumed by health education questions 
in the modern world in his address entitled: "Present Tasks and Future 
Orientation in Health Education":

"In a constantly changing world, where new discoveries are forever 
upsetting the pathoof history, we are obliged", said Dr. Berthet, "to widen 
ever further the bounds of our knowledge and to achieve the continuous education 
which is one of the basic requirements of our age".

The need for considering health education from the angle of its 
prospects has never been so obvious as now, when we have to think out our 
f°day's work in terms of tomorrow, rather than base the future on the present. 
Health education questions are assuming new and increased importance in the 
contemporary world, owing to the constant, spectacular development of medical 
and social science, medicine and conceptions of health and education.



The essential aim of health education is to help human beings attain 
the highest possible standard of health by giving them the necessary knowledge 
for the protection of their own health and that of those round them — plus a 
sense of responsibility and the desire to do everything necessary to obtain 
results.

Health Education must lead everyone to admit that health is an 
indispensable condition for the harmonious development of personality and show 
them their large degree of responsibility in protecting their own health and 
that of these round them.

It must also lead the Governments to recognise that national health 
is the first condition for national economic and social development.

Furthermore, it must promote the organisation and judicious 
employment of health and social services.

It must not only save human beings from dying but help them to live, 
which is no small task in a world with constantly modifying social structures.

To be fully effective, this education must be rendered attractive, 
lively and concrete There must be a link between teaching and teachers. 
Health education must be adapted to the country concerned and to the under
standing of its inhabitants Above all it must not cheaply vulgarise ill- 
assimilated medical knowledge

In conclusion, when we introduce a he.nlth education programme, we 
must always bear in mind the real needs of the population and what it is 
actually possible to achieve, and avoid cutting into all its spiritual and 
moral values, which vary widely from one civilisation to another.

One of the most delicate aspects of health eduaation is the difficulty 
of harmonising past and future, tradition and progress.

An essential Red Cross task will be education in the international 
sense, to make people realise that we are all a part of humanity and awaken 
collective responsibility and solidarity towards mankind in general.

This education will be easier among young people, who are free from 
national or racial prejudice end can be given the opportunity of discovering 
the dimensions of the modern world for themselves.

The able representatives of the Canadian, British, Philippine and 
Yugoslav Red Cross Societies will tell us what the Juniors have succeeded in 
doing in their countries.

The Canadian Juniors have understood their role, and their activities 
complement and apply in practice the health education provided for in the 
school syllabus. Their service activities are equally important and they 
make wide publicity for anti-polio vaccination, blood donor recruitment, 
first aid to victims of accidents or illness, the supervision of children and 
voluntary duties in hospitals and institutions.

In Great Britain, the Juniors are prepared to meet the tragic 
disasters that may befall then.



First aid training is excellent: it makes students aware of others' 
needs and gives them an urge to help them.

Junior's must he filled with the desire to learn what responsibilities 
imply by entrusting them with responsibilities, so that they may be like young 
adults, Above all they must be led to acquire a very clear consciousness 
of solidarity towards mankind at large.

In the Philippines, the Juniors' health education has to correspond 
to the country's own particular problems (climate, constant growth of the 
population, limited resources, obstacles due to tradition and customs).

Two serious modern problems, namely, alcoholism and the habit of 
smoking among young people, o,re the subject of Yugoslav Juniors' activities.

It is sought to solve them by mobilising young people themselves to 
combat these evils actively, above all girls, who must assume full responsi
bility for the health of their descendants.

The Home Nursing Courses were the subject of a final statement.

Why has the League undertaken to spread these courses all over the 
world since 1950?

Because Home Nursing instruction corresponds to one of the goals of 
health education, which is to awaken the individual's respect for his own 
health and that of those round him, and help him to acquire and improve health 
by his own efforts.

These Courses aim at developing a service spirit and spreading health 
work in the service of one's neighbour from one to another.

The different statements made during the morning naturally gave the 
keynote for the discussions of the different Working Groups, which met at the 
beginning of the afternoon

From the reports submitted to the plenary meeting it can be con
cluded that:

- educators and Pied Cross leaders realise the importance of health education and 
Red Cross responsibilities in the sphere of health protection,

- The National Societies should encourage educators and students to become 
health and first aid instructors and insist tha.t this instruction should be 
made compulsory in teachers' training schools and should be of first-cla.ss 
quality.

- Teachers who have not received previous training should be able to acquire it 
through the Red Cross, with the agreement of the Ministry of National Education.

- Diplomas and Certificates should confirm health eduoation courses and the 
Red Cross should be responsible for awarding them.

- The Red Cross should provide sufficient suitable material for the purpose of 
health education.
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- Swimming lessons and. instruction in rescue techniques are very important for 
young peopl^,

- The delegates realised the increasingly disturbing problem of mental health 
at the present time and the pioneer role which the Red Cross could play in such 
a complex matter-

- Children's mental health depends on that of their parents. Parents' and 
children's mental health depends on social factors. The basic problem is 
that of housing and family environment.

- For the Junior Red Cross the question can be confined at the beginning to the 
construction of children's clubs.

- Tho Junior Red Cross should give special attention to classes of maladjusted 
children (not leave them on one side; meet their needs for affection — give 
them activities which help to reintegrate them into a normal existence), their 
essential problem being one of readjustment.

- The Red Cross should intervene in order to ensure that more time is reserved for 
psychology in training teachers, nurses and school health inspectors, so that 
they may acquire more understanding of children's behaviour and attitudes

- There was unanimity on the general recommendation that all the Ministries of 
Education should inform their officials at every level of the ideals and work 
of the Junior Red Cross by means of circulars, notes, etc , accompanied by 
recommendations.

- Educators should understand that the Junior Red Cross needs them, just as they 
need the assistance of the Junior Red Cross,

The pioneer work of the Red Cross could furnish a line of conduct 
for other national and international bodies.

The role of Red Cross leaders or its auxiliary workers is to strive 
untiringly for the improvement and modernising of health education, in order 
that it may be fully effective end may fulfil its aim.

race/6.9.6j/p.2160
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Evaluation and adaptation of Junior Red Cross programmes to modern
world trends

(Statement by Mrs. Hashimoto of the Japanese Rod Cross Society)

The third theme of the "World Conference of Educators" on which 
I have been asked to speak is "The Education of Youth in Voluntary 
Service". It was introduced in a most stimulating speech by that dynamic 
personality, Mr. Pierre François, Chief, Youth Section, Department of 
Education, Unesco.

After the speech we wore given a list of questions which had been 
originally prepared as a resume of his talk, but were so thought 
provoking that they served as a guide-line for anomated discussions 
in the afternoon working group. Instead of a ono-hour session, the 
groups were granted two hours to formulate their replies.

This was a good demonstration of how to motivate people for 
voluntary action. Volunteering needs self-determination from inside, 
the keynote of education. Unless a person wants to do it of his own 
freewill, the action has loss educational value on personality. Pore 
repetition of Red Cross stereotyped service actions are flowers without 
root. This is tho reason why this topic "Evaluation and Adaptation of 
the Junior Rod Cross programmes to Modern World Trends" is taken up as 
an item on the Agenda of tho Junior Red Gross Commission of tho Centenary 
Congress. We all need an alar;:, bell for self-motivation essential for 
both voluntary service and education.

At Lausanne we oven started with basic questions such ass 
whether youth is inclined to voluntary service or not-, or/'are tho present 

tendencies among youth favourable to voluntary service?

Through discussion and exchanges of practical experiences it was 
quite encouraging for us to reassure ourselves that "nature remains 
nature" where tie Rod Cross stands. In spite of all the superficial 
changes of tho modern age, today's youth are also ready and willing to 
serve Humanity. Wo wore made sc for our own survival. Objectively 
speaking, interdependence as well as independence is more than ever 
needed in this over shrinking world, although economic and social 
pressures of tho modern ago croate more unfavourable situations for the 
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young people to bo inclined towards self-giving in voluntary service.

The more difficult the circumstances, the more needed is training 
towards voluntary service for Humanity and the Junior Rod Cross is a 
positive and constructive answer, which the Rod Cross can offer to 
mankind with its unchanging solid basic rules, its spiritoof helping 
Humanity and also its rich potential means and resources. Rich, I say, 
because the Rod Cross is the cross-roads of all kinds of people, 
regardless of all differences, needless to say, and there is no better 
tool than mankind to educate mankind.

1. Good education is self-reform by cultural shock through 
, direct or indirect mutual interactions of peoplo; and

2. Life is education, for nobody could over be born with words 
of knowledge in his mouth. Every individual has to start 
from zero in mind and heart, born naked. Being alive is
a token of being educated through human contact immediately 
after birth.

Think of the ample potential the Red Cross has in the whole field 
of life and education at family, school and community levels. It is 
before us for our free exploration.

Only the alarm bells should bo up-to-date or should be changed 
duo to fashions of the time and place. At Lausanne it was said and agreed 
that appeal to the young people of the modern ago by beautiful, poetic, 
idealistic words only in praise of Humanity, Peace and Happiness is 
rather out-of-Late, Youth today more realistic or scientific. It 
needs concrete proof by action and its result that what it doos is 
really useful to others. It is the responsibility of us adult leaders 
to bo prepared to supply resources and materials necessary for practical 
actions of their own choice and invite them to share in both planning 
and evaluation. It is not giving er receiving between the adult and 
juniors, but mutual exchange of educational experiences. Educators 
being mortal, need to be educated too.

The same thing can be said abcut aid to the new Societies. It is 
not the matter of giving or receiving of .materials on the shopping list - 
the expression is popular since F.unex - but mutual exchange of things 
of different kinds. Older Societies are happy to bo given chances to 
educate youth on voluntary service and younger Societies also learn 
how to give by receiving. It is indeed education on an equal basis. 
I can tell you so from my personal experience. The Japanese Junior Rod 
Gross received American Red Cross technical and material help in 
providing a technical adviser, gift boxes, school chests and a 
scholarship. It is now motivating us to give in spite of the little we 
have.

Thus, study on the possibility of Junior Red Cross participation 
in the Red Cress Development Programme was one of the star discussion 
topics at Lausanne and wo foresee that this will become the highlight 
programme in coming years as you see on page 7.
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Resolutions Nos. 7 and 8 are also the outcome of this background; 
importance of mutual exchange of skills, knowledge, ideas and 
experiences between people of different ages, status and categories.

he must confess, however, with honesty, that it is a trade mark 
of the Junior Rod rross that we were rushed to make them with our human 
limitation cf time and fatigue at the last moment on the last day.

I hope cur explanation on the Lausanne Conference will help you 
to understand a little bit of the background of how those recommendations 
came out and, with your fresh minds and good Rod Cross spirit, you 
will find bettor wording for what wo really wanted to say.

Thank you.

P.2166/gss/5.9.63
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Item 5 of the agenda

Study of means for developing closer and more 
positive co-operation between the teaching body 

and the Junior Red Cross

REVIEW OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF EDUCATORS 
(by Mr. Dick van Kleef)

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

At a meeting of the Board of Governors it was decided 
that the report and the recommendations,resulting from the World 
Conference of Educators, should be postponed to your meeting 
due to lack of time. But I take it for granted now that all of 
you, or at least most of you, have read the report and the 
recommendations in the meantime which have been presented by 
Dr. Fehr the other day. It is my pleasure now - and I consider 
it an honour too - to present to this Junior Red Cross Commission 
of the Council of Delegates some remarks on Dr. Fehr's report 
and to add a few comments in order to help facilitate your 
discussions. I would draw your attention also to the working 
papers prepared for you by the League's Junior Red Cross Bureau.

It is known to you, that in Lausanne some 80 educators 
and some b-0 Red Cross and Junior Red Cross officials - some of 
them being educators at the same time - who came from b-Z different 
countries, discussed "the cooperation of the Red Cross with the 
school in the present time"~and the reappraisal of the Red Cross 
programme as an essential facet of education in the promotion 
of health, the responsibilities of citizenship and the improvement 
of international understanding".
(I quoted the resolution on the Conference, adopted by the 
Board of Governors in Prague)'.



Another formula of the subject of the Conference, as 
defined by this resolution, is actually being found in the 
various items of our present agenda.

The discussions in Lausanne were guided by lectures 
on three aspects of the Junior Red Cross programme, in short, 
formulated as s
---- The contribution of the Red Cross to the Humanitarian 

Education of Youth
---- Red Cross responsibility for Health and Life
---- The Education of Youth for Voluntary Service

After each of those three remarkable lectures, u- - 
once Z - experts from all parts of the world, shared with us 
their practical experiences in this particular field.

In the afternoon all participants met in groups of about 
1Z people in order to discuss the theme of that day, on Z 
different levels?

- primary education
secondary education

- higher education
and also on the administrative level including educational 
authorities as well as Chairman and Directors of JRC.

- furthermore in the out-of--school groups.

This information has already been given very clearly and 
adequately by Dr. Fehr in his report to the Board of Governors. 
But since we did not have any opportunity to discuss it, I felt 
it had to be repeated. Suffice it to refer to this document*

The World Conference of Educators in Lausanne was a con
ference of Educators and not merely for Educators. This means 
that for the first time since 192Z an organized universal contact 
has been made with "the" educators, and as we take the line, that 
our world has changed very much since, we- can easily put on 
record- that an entirely new step has been taken.

This step coincides with the Centenary of the Red Cross 
and it is, in my opinion, an important part of the idea under
lying the celebrations that this centenary demands for looking 
ahead rather than for looking back. At the dawn of a new centenary 
we should look upon our youth as the heirs of to-morrow.

I am convinced that through the Lausanne Conference 
it has been made clear that besides the category of doctors, 
nurses, first-aiders, and besides subjects like first-aid,
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nursing and allied subjects, disaster-relief, - all of them 
being so known and familiar to the public - educators and 
education are becoming.,, or have become already, an Important 
and ail increasingly important pillar for the Red Cross,

The first comment I would like to make therefore is a 
passionate appeal to the, what we homely call, "adult" Red Cross, 
to be aware of this fact of the significance of this pillar.

The Red Cross programme for children and young people 
- and I say it this way to underline that Junior Red Cross is 
an integral part of the Red Cross - is a programme of today 
and tomorrow. There is a proverb which says: What you’learn 
young, you never forget, (in French- qui jeune n'apprend, vieux 
ne saura). And this proverb is particularly true for the Red 
Cross. It reminds ns of the necessity for educating and training 
our young workers,

Red Cross can only accomplish its future, if we provide 
the educators today with the means and the tools, with the 
resources it has, and which contribute to the education of 
young people, in order to make them healthy - in all aspects - 
in order to let them know what humanitarian ideals stand for, 
and to make them ready for voluntary service.

And my second statement might be- it is only the Red 
Cross which is able to provide those resources. It is only 
the Red Cross which does not know any restrictions as to 
religion, race, ideology, etc. There is NO other organisation 
which has as many international relations and experiences as 
the Red Cross and there is NO other organisation whatsoever 
which can base its ideals and activity on State Treaties, 
accepted throughout the world- the Geneva Conventions.

This gives us a privilege, BUT it also gives us a great 
responsibility. It all depends on what we are doing today. 
That is not easy It is even more difficult, because we must 
adapt our programmes to modern world trends.

This asks for study and for research. It is extremely 
difficult to help prepare young people for their future world 
when we, as a matter of fact, do not know what this world will 
be like.

A broad vision and fantasy are urgently needed, also 
in Junior Red Cross.

I, therefore, would like to say:

In Lausanne wo have held out our hands to the educators. 
They have gripped our hands and have shown their readiness and 
willingness to cooperate. But we cannot relax now. From now 
on this cooperation must be continued, enlarged and deepened.



Lausanne taught us, that Junior Red Cross is established 
and accepted. But to keep this acceptance we need new and 
adapted methods, new and adapted techniques.

Tiro recommendations are dealing with this aspect. Over 
and above this we need to evaluate our programmes . It was 
not possible in Lausanne to find the new methods and techniques. 
We might not be able to find them here cither because of the 
differences of approach in the world. These methods and 
techniques should be found on the national level, and may be 
even on a local level. Notwithstanding that, we as Red Cross 
leaders must cooperate and exchange our experiences and ideas 
on International and regional levels.

In addition to the support of the educators, Mr. Chairman, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, members of the Council of Delegates, YOUR 
support is needed.

I will not read out the two recommendations I was 
referring to, as you have them in front of you and we can discuss 
them later on, correcting some wording which might be needed due 
to the high pressure of time under which the drafting was done.

For example, the International Committee mentioned in 
recommendation No. 1 was not really meant as a permanent new 
Advisory Committee, but rather as an expert working group ad 
hoc, consisting of two or three educational experts.

Referring again to our .agenda, there is an important 
item which says; "evaluation'and adaptation of the Junior Red 
Cross programme to modern world trends". I mentioned this 
already in passing. This very subject has not been discussed 
as such at the World Conference of Educators. I asked already 
for continuous attention to be given to this very important 
subject.

What do we mean by adaptation to modern world trends, 
for example in connection with international friendship 
activities, as having been illustrated by Dr. Fehr?

School albums, school music, school art, are some of 
our traditional means for bringing young people into contact 
and for showing them how alike we all are throughout the world 
in all our differences,

But means of mass communication, like press, radio, 
film and in particular television, actually show this already 
tn us and to young people, in a very Intrusive way, but not 
always acceptable and not always directed to youth.

We must continuously evaluate these programmes so as 
to improve them, where necessary to feplace them, so that we 
are giving the best possible influence to youth in humanitarian 
ideals.



Vie need appealing programmes to give substance to words 
like "humanitarian education” , and "health education" end 
"Voluntary Service".

And we have such programmes, more and better than any 
other organisation. We must, however, formulate them and 
utilize them for our adults, but also for our young people.

The Geneva Conventions are a tremendous resource.
But we should not only consider them as articles of law, but 
as guide-lines for our attitude in daily life, in time of 
war, true, but also in time of peace.

This can only be done by training. Training by including 
these rules and principles in children’s games, sports, traffic 
regulations, etc. These can and should be used as aids for 
mental training, in order to accomplish good citizenship, 
nationally and internationally.

And isn't this really what the Geneva Conventions aim 
at? It appeals to our responsibility towards others, towards 
our partners, towards our fellow-citizens.

Our health conditions are involved too, first of all 
our mental and social health. And we can only do this properly, 
if we take care of our own physical health and that of others.

Our experience in Junior Red Cross shows us that young 
people today want to do something. They want to accomplish 
something that will make a better world. Wo think, therefore, 
that they can play a very important part in assisting newly 
developing societies.

But we would appeal to these societies of the need to 
reply to these young people, so they will know that their 
efforts are accomplishing something. This does not have to 
be complicated. A short report, a simple picture is all that 
is necessary, but it is extremely important that response be 
received in a short time.

During our coming discussions, some of my colleagues, 
who were present at Lausanne, are willing and prepared to share 
with you our experiences with respect to the various subjects.

And what about next week? Are we going back home with 
our piles of documents and are we going to put them in our 
cupboards and forget about them? Because the daily matters 
and. problems ask for our attention? Are we going to wait for 
the next conference passively? No, we have come to a point 
in our Junior Red Cross and Rod Cross history at which we have 
to take decisions.



Thera is a basis already. A sound basis. A basis 
which has been laid partly by the good work done by the 
League's Secretariat in preparing the World Conference of 
Educators,

But it is up to us, Junior Red Cross Workers throughout 
the world, and it is up to £ou, members of the Council of 
Delegates, to DO something now.

Yes; NCWJ

P.2153/GRoA.9.63
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JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Item 5 of the Agenda

Study of means for developing closer and more positive

co-operation between the teaching body and the Junior .ted Cross

(Statement by Dr N. Potkonjac, Yugoslav Red Cross)

Madam Chairman

Ladies and Gentlemen,

After discussions we had already in our Commission yester
day and this morning, it will not be difficult for me to introduce 
the new topics for our observations, namely - the development of 
closer and more positive co-operation betvreen the teaching body and 
Junior Red Cross. It is not a new problem, it is better to say that 
it is only one step further, or the special aspect of discussions we 
already had here on humanitarian education, on spreading the ideals 
and principles of Red Cross amongst youth, on health education, 
voluntary service, on adaptation of the Junior Red Cross Programme 
to modern world trends etc.

As an educator, the collaborator of the Ministry of Educa
tion in my country, and as a voluntary Red Cross worker and leader 
of the Junior Red Cross for many years, I am going to put before you 
only a few, in my opinion, basic and practical questions concerning 
the relation between schools, teaching bodies and Ministry of Educa
tion, on one side, and the Junior Red Cross on the other side.

At the very beginning I wisn to mention also that we have 
a good introduction for our discussions on that topic in the papers 
prepared for our Commission by the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League.
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First of all I wish to stress once more what has been aaid 

in our Commission many times, which is that the Junior Red Cross is 
an educational organisation. I stress this pedagogical character of 

the Red Cross. It is educational by ideas and principles upon which 

it is based, it is educational by its content, by its actions and 
activities, by its methods of work, by opportunities giving to all 
its members to actively participate in the life of the community and 

to put into practice the acquired knowledge. Besides all that the 

Junior Red Cross is the largest international organisation, the part 
of the big Red Cross family, which does not know any kind of discrimi
nation (religious, political, ideological, racial etc.). The Junior 
Red Cross programme is not and cannot be harmful neither for the 
student's progress in school studies nor for his personal development. 
On the contrary it may help him in both ways.A Junior Red Cross pro
gramme, when it is used well, makes a tremendous contribution to charac
ter building, to the all-round development of personality. It helps 
Juniors to take their real place in the community. And this is what 
wo most need today in our very changing world. These are reasons why 
the Junior Red Cross has a big educational value.

naturally, stressing these important things, I am not going 
to say that the Junior Red Cross can be a substitute for school educa
tion. I wish only to point out, that the Junior Red Cross may and 
should ,be supplementary to the school education.

The Junior Red Cross offers to teachers, to schools, as well 
as to parents, in some aspects the main ways and means for humanitarian 
education, for the development of mutual Understanding, friendship, 
for the education of real respect of human beings, for character build
ing and all-round development of personality. And it is increasingly 
important in the present world that the Junior Red Cross offers a 
programme, offers actions and activities which contribute so much to 
the fulfilment of the hopes of all peoples, who desire a peaceful and 
happy future free from war.

That is the real basis for the development of closer and 
more practical co-operation between the teaching bodies, the schools 
and the Junior Red Cross.

During the International educators Conference held in Lausanne 
from August 19th to 2Jrd 1963, which was attended by more than twenty 
representatives of ministries of education and school administrators, 
and more than fifty educators from elementary and secondary schools,
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teacher training institutes, and university professors, •
the importance of the closer co-operation "between the schools, the 
teaching bodies and Junior lied Cross, was firmly stressed.

From the views expressed by., representatives of ministries 
of education during the Lausanne Conference, it is evident that they 
appreciate the fru -itful co-operation which already exists in their 
countries and should exist in future on a larger scale in all coun
tries between the Junior Rod Cross and the schools and school autho
rities on all levels.

Trying to summarise the practical ways and stages of the 
development of closer and more positive co-operation between the 
schools and Junior Rod Cross, it seems to me that the following are 
the most important;

1. From what has been said in our discussions, and what I 
have already said, the Junior Red Cross should be re
organised as an educational organisation, supplementary 
to school education. This must be recognised by schools 
and school authorities on all levels, including the 
ministry of education. The Junior Red Cross ought to be 
developed primarily within the school system. In coun
tries where this has been done it is necessary to go 
forward, but in countries where this has not yet been 
introduced, where the Junior Red Cross exists outside 
the school system, where Junior Red Cross work is not 
permitted in schools and where the teachers are not yet 

allowed to join in, it should be one of the primary 
tasks of a National Red Cross Society, and the Junior 

Red Cross Section, to solve that problem and to reach 
this stage of development of co-operation we are now 
discussing.

2. The Junior Red Cross should have the possiblity of working 
within the schools, using school premises, audio-visual 
and other teaching aids in its everyday work, as well as 
for different seminars, courses etc.

3. The teachers should be free to join in and help the Junior 
Red Cross work and it ought to be recognised as part of their 
educational duties. In different teacher training institu
tions there should be possibilities for organising Junior Red 
Sections, through which the prospective teachers will become



aware of the educational value of the Junior Red Cross 
and will be able to organise practical Red Cross work in 
their future schools. I am particularly speaking of the 
teachers because the level of co-operation which we can 
reach in every country depends largely on the active 
participation of the teachers themselves in this kind of 
work. It depends on their interest for Junior Red Cross 
work. But this interest can be developed. Therefore, 
the choice should be given to every teacher, in the pro
cess of training, for the development of such an attitude. 
And most important concerning teachers, is their good 
selection for Junior Red Cross Committe es which plan and 
organise the Junior Rod Cross work.

4. Fourthly, and a very important level of co-operation 
between the schools, school authorities and the Junior Red 
Cross, is the integration of Junior Red Cross programmes 
in school curricula. It is fully possible, Mr Verniers said 
in Toronto, the Junior Red Cross programme "is in perfect 
harmony with the programme of the schools .thorns jives? it 
does not introduce any fresh material into an already com
plicated and over-burdened programme. It meets the young 
people's psychological requirements and falls into line 
with the most progressive educational tendencies. This 
programme is flexible, it oan easily be adapted, not only 
to requirements of age and sex, but also to local, national 
or international circumstances •In my opinion it is 
necessary to stress the importance of these ideas put out 
by Mr Verniers because there are and may be some misunder
standing concerning the integration of Junior Red Cross 
programmes in already existing and very often over-crowded 
school programmes. Then I am speaking about integration of 
the Junior Red Cross programme into school curricula, I 
had not only in mind the compulsory teaching of the Geneva 
Conventions for all school children and their inclusion in 
school instruction. It is very important, when we reach 
that level of co-operation, that it is a big success.. But 
we must go further in our endeavours. The whole Junior Red 
Cross programme has educational value and we must try to see 
that the ideas and principles of the Red Cross are integrated 
into school education. In some countries many successful 
steps in that direction have already been made.

In my country, Yugoslavia, and, as far as I know in many 
other countries, there are besides the Junior Red Cross many other 
organisations for children and youth.



A

e should not be in competition with these associations 
for membership. The ideals and the principles of the Red Cross are 
so large, so basic, so essential, that they are and may be freely 
accepted by everyone. Therefore we are in a special position in com
parison with other organisations and this should be recognised when 
we discuss and observe ways and means of closer and more positive 
co-operation between schools, teaching bodies and the Junior Red Cross.

Finally we must be aware that this co-operation will not be 
established, and will not be developed, automatically.

The National Red Cross Societies and Junior Red Cross Sec
tions should make an approach to the schools, teaching bodies and 
school authorities on all levels. They must inform them all of the 
opportunities given by wide and varied Junior Red Cross programmes 

for the- development of personality, for character building, for the 
education of youth in the spirit of international understanding and 

friendship, in the spirit of peace and mutual help.

Therefore, the Red Cross must provide the neeessary mate
rial and assistance to the teaching bodies, schools, school autho
rities and ministries of education. In my country, Yugoslavia, like 

in many other countries we also organise special Junior Red Cross 

seminars and centres for teachers, trying to help them in using the 
Junior Red Cross programme in educational work and in their extra
curricula activities.

What concerns the League of Red Cross Societies, the Junior 
Red Cross Bureau of the League, is their two-fold task; first, they 
should continue and develop the existing close co-operation with UNESCO, 
the International Bureau of Education and all other international 
teachers' associations and agencies, and inform them of the Junior Red 
Cross programme and activities, of the opportunities and educational 
values offered by the Junior R-d Cross; and secondly, they should help 
the National Red Cross Societies to solve the above-mentioned problems 
in reaching the highest and most positive co-operation between the 
teaching bodies, schools, school authorities and the Junior Red Cross.

In my short expose I have tried to give only a summary and 
brief introduction to our present discussions. I was not able to go 
into many details and purely technical matters. I believe it is not 
necessary for us hc-re, in my opinion, since it is more important to
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f ind the principles, the basis for closer co-oporation with other 
educational factors, schools and teaching bodies, but the practical 
ways of realisation and establishment of such co-operation will differ 
from country to country in accordance with special circumstances, and 
it is up to the National Red Cross Societies to tackle them and to 
solve them in the best possible manner.

Thank you for your attention.

P.2164/hrb/5/9/63



Report of the Junior Red. Cross Commission

Item 9 of the Agenda

• Draft amendment to Resolution No'. 5 

(submitted by the Rumanian Red Cross)

The Council of Delegates,

Having taken note of Resolution No. 1572, adopted at the 
15th Session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which • 
recommended to non-governmental organisations to undertake effective 
measures with:.the object of promoting free and unrestricted exchange 
of ideas and opinions among'youth on an international scale for the 
purpose of fostering the ideals of peace, mutual respect and under
standing amongst the peoples,-

and since the furthering of these ideals among youth is 
again to be the subject of debate at the 18th Session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations,

Having takennote of the conclusions contained in the 
report submitted to the Junior Red Cross Commission on the important 
subject of "Responsibility of the Red Cross for educating Youth in 
Humanitarian Ideals"-, ■

1) Confirm that the-fostering among youth of the ideals 
of peace, mutual respect and understanding amongst the peoples is an 
intrinsic duty of the Red Cross,

2) Recommend to National Societies to continue taking) all4’- 
the necessary appropriate measures with a view to contributing effectively 
to the dissemination of these ideals among the youth of the whole world.



CONGRÈS DU CENTENAIRE DE LA CROIX-ROUGE INTERNATIONALE

Genève, 28 août - 10 septembre 1963

CONSEIL DES DÉLÉGUÉS

Point 9 de l’ordre du Jour

RAPPORT DE lu. COMMISSION DE LA CROIX-ROUGE DE Ln JEUNESSE

Projet d’amendement de la résolution No, 3 
(Présenté par la Croix-Rouge Roumaine)

Le Conseil des Délégués,

Ayant pris acte de la résolution 1572 adoptée par la 15e session 
de l’Assemblée Générale de l’ONU, laquelle recommande aux organisations 
non-gouvernementales d’entreprendre des mesures efficaces dans le but de 
promouvoir parmi les jeunes de divers pays, des échanges libres et sans 
restriction, d’idées et d’opinion afin de favoriser les idéaux de paix, le 
respect mutuel et la compréhension entre les peuples,

et du fait que la promotion parmi les jeunes de ces idéaux 
constitue à nouveau l’objet des débats de la 18e session de l’AssemhLée 
Générale de l’ONU,

ayant pris connaissance des conclusions contenues dans le Rapport 
présenté à la Commission de la Cr<.ix-Rouge de la Jeunesse au sujet de l’im
portant problème de la "responsabilité de la Croix-Rouge pour l’éducation de 
la jeunesse dans le domaine humanitaire",

1) confirme que la promotion parmi les jeunes des idéaux de paix,.du 
respect mutuel et’ de la compréhension entre les peuples est une tâche naturelle 
de- la Croix-Rc-uge,

2) recommande aux Sociétés nationales de continuer à prendre des 
mesures concrètes en vue d’apporter une contribution efficace à la diffusion 
de ces idéaux parmi les jeunes du monde entier.

P. 2187/dw/10.9.63
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