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The Health and Social Commission of the Council of Delegates, 
meeting on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary Congress, was held 
at the Palais des Nations in Geneva from the 2nd to 4th September,1963•

Sixty National Societies were represented at this session 
under the chairmanship of Professor Abbas Naficy, Vice President of 
the Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society and Chairman of the League's 
Health and Social Service Advisory Committee. Miss margaret Hickey, 
Vice President of the American Red Cross, was elected Vice Chairman 
of the Commission, and Dr. John Philipson, Vice President of the 
Swedish Red Cross, together with Dr. Z.S. Hantchef, Director of the 
League's Health and Social Service Bureau, agreed to act respectively 
as rapporteur and secretary of the Commission.

Miss Y. Hentsch, Director of the League's Nursing Bureau, 
and Miss A. Pfirter, Director of Medical Services of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, were asked to act as secretaries for 
nursing questionsj Mrs. Aido oultan, of the Lebanese Red Cross, was 
rapporteur.

.The session was attended by representatives of several in
ternational organisations which included the world Health Organisation 
and UNICEF.
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After the adoption of the agenda (see annex I), the Di
rector of the League's Health and Social Service Bureau introduced 
the item "Red Cross and Health Services" which had been dealt with 
in a special report prepared by the League. This report was approved 
by the Commission.

M the request of the Argentine delegation, the assembly 
observed one minute's silence in memory of Dr. René Sand.

The Commission the discussed the item "First Aid".

Several National Societies (Spain, .“ego, Canada, Australia, 
Great Britain, etc.) informed the meeting of their work in this field.

The Iraqi Red Crescent stressed the usefulness of the 
Commission on First Aid Practice, set up by the League's Health 
and Social Service Advisory Committee, since first aid ma? be 
considered as one of the essential activities of the League. Two 
points seemed particularly important :

a) the loan of instructor and supply of first aid equipment
for the organisation of first aid courses within the framework 
of technical assistance;

b) possible publication in due course of a anual which might
serve as a basisfor first aid instruction for all National 
Societies. «

The Peruvian Red Cross also observed that such an. inter
national manual would be extremely useful. It should cover basic 
elements so as to serve as a guide to National Societies. It would 
naturally be kept up-to-date with developments in medical science.

The Indian Red Cross suggested establishing a standard 
course of general indications, which would be adaptable according to 
the National Society. The, Indian delegate also stressed the necessity 
for standardising equipment, the importance of instructor training, 
and the need to keep first aid techniques up-to-date. These tasks 
would fall to the League on account of its international situation.

The French delegation pointed out that aspect of first aid 
which is it accessibility to all categories of .the population. It 
suggested making a distinction between mass instruction through 
elementary and standard courses one the hand and, instruction of 
a higher grade, including the use of more specialised equipment given 
as regular training to first aid teams, on the other hand.

The Swedish delegation informed the meeting that, in-order 
to reach all sections of the community, it gives intensive courses 
of ten hours' duration, which as part of the government civil 
defence programme.
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The Indonesian delegation, on the question of first aid 
equipment, recalled its own experience in giving courses which deal 
widely with equipment improvisation.

The Iranian Red Lion and Sun emphasised the part of first 
aiders in relief operations and the necessity to carry first aid 
instruction to rural populations. This is possible thanks to the 
systematic training of the armed forces which the become a source 
of first aid instructors.

A somewhat similar conclusion may be drawn from experience 
in Senegal where first aid training was extended to the whole country 
thanks to the police.

The French and Peruvian delegations mentioned the importance 
of including first aid in school and university education. In France, 
however first aid certificates are not given systematically to the 
pupils of these courses in schools; the reason for this was to 
maintain the- voluntary aspect of first aid work.

The Director of the League Health and Social Service Bureau 
replied to various arguments from delegates by recalling the premature 
experiment made in 1948 with a ’iew to the preparation of a manual and 
an international first aid certificatei

Mr. E. Fischer, Assistant Director of the Health and Social 
Service Bureau of the League, recalled the aims and work of the 
Commission on First Aid Practice of the League's Health and Social 
Service Advis.oiy Committee. He stressed that this Commission and the 
meetings for first'aiders were indispensable stages in the future stan
dardisation so much desired.

The Haitian Red Cress delegate presented the report of the 
Red Cross International Mooting of First Aiders in Macolin and stressed 
its interest b.th as an opportunity for exchanging technical view
points and th:'t of international friendship. Such meetings should be 
one of the points for application of the work of the League's Com
mission on First Aid Practice.

In paying homage to the Red Cross International Meeting of 
First Aiders in Macolin, the Portuguese delegation expressed the wish 
to see the recurrence of such meetings which would permit furthered 
practical comparison of methods.

After conversations with other Societies from Latin America, 
the Argentine Red Cross submitted to the Drafting Committee a draft 
recommendation that the League reinforce its technical and material 
assistance thus enabling Rational Societies to develop their first 
aid programmes.

-:s- * *
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The next question for discussion was that of prevention and 
health education; the Director of the Health and Social Service 
Bureau recalled the introductory report on this subject.

The Argentine delegation stressed the preventive role of 
medicine and the essential task of the Red Cross in prevention on 
account of the variety and seriousness of diseases and accidents.

The German Democratic Republic emphasised that health 
education should be carried out on a scientific basis carefully 
adapted to the community. The Red Cross should l^ad the initiative 
by enrolling all forces in the country.

Poland, Rumania, Albania, Bulgaria, the Soviet Union, and 
Mongolia informed the meeting of the vast programme of health edu
cation undertaken in their countries by the Red Cross in co-operation 
with the public authorities, and which mobilised all active units 
of the Red Cross.

The Netherlands delegation expressed interest in education 
as regards consideration for elderly handicapped people, which was 
in fact tantamount to, the prevention of accidents.

The U.S.A, considered it a delicate problem which, as Peru 
had pointed,out, was a question of good education; as all were aware, 
the Junior Red Cross gave much attention to this question.

The Swiss delegation observed in this respect that legal 
measures could be taken by the public authorities, e.g. laws on 
road traffic could contain elements on respect by road users towards 
old people.

* * *

The Commission the dealt with Elood Transfusion on which 
an introductory report was presented by Dr. Hantchef, League Medical 
Director.

The Philippines underlined the role of donor motivation 
and the interest of enquiries on this subject, which enabled National 
Societies to direct their recruitment activity more appropriately.

As regards donor recruitment, the Tunisian delegation 
informed the meeting of its experience with donor associations, 
Argentina recalled the activity of its Rhesus-negative donor clubs, 
and Nigeria stressed the need to educate the public to eliminate sup
erstitions too often surrounding b'ood transfusion.
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Canada emphasised the principle of voluntary, anonymous 
blood donation. The delegation also recalled the interest of Red Cross 
scholarships and the urgent need to publish the manual on "Minimum 
Requirements for the Organisation of a Blood Transfusion oervico", 
which was being prepared by the- League in co-oporation with blood 
transfusion experts from the World Health Organisation and the In
ternational Blood Transfusion Society.

Chili pointed out the difficulty for National Societies 
in obtaining transfusion equipment which is often very expensive, 
and asked whether it would bo possible .for Societies to obtain 
standardised material at reasonable prices through the League.,.

Thailand referred to its own experience and advised that 
K societies be free to choose their own material.

The Netherlands delegation recounted the work of the Red 
i Cross in the field of dried plasma. Over tho last eight years

50,000 bottles of plasma had been sent to 40 National Societies, 
which had not only meant the saving of many lives but also enabled 
several Societies to develop their own transfusion services. The 
Netherlands Red Cross was sorry to have to restrict this distribution 
in future, by reason of the new technical orientation of production.

The League's Medical Director, in reply to previous inter
ventions, paid tribute to the action of the Netherlands Red Cross 
towards sister Societies, which was noted in Resolution No IX of 
the 78th Session of the League xecutive Committee. The Commission 
wished to associate itself to this tribute. As regards the matter 
of equipment, the League representative recalled the recommandation 
of the League's Blood’Transfusion Expert Committee on the stocking 
of transfusion equipment for times of disaster. He indicated the pos- 

’ ’ sibility of purchasing material at reasonable prices through the
League's Relief Bureau. Finally, he announced that the manual on 
"Minimum Requirements for the Organisation of a Blood Transfusion 
Service" would probably be published at the end of the year.

The Australian delegation pointed out that 90 ?i> of the - 
costs of operating its national transfusion service' are borne by the 
government 5 the remaining 10 'g represented a substantial contribution 
for a National Society. It was also noted that this participation 
by the government in no way compromised the independei ce of the 
society. Recalling the exceptional part which the Red Cross could 
play in blood transfusion, the Australian delegation mentioned its 
action on the international level in the field of rare blood groups.

The Spanish Red Cross had established and had adopted 
National transfusion standards. It had also concentrated on deve
loping donor associations and stressed the principle of the free 
gift of blood, which is open to everyone, and the important part 
which first aiders can play in developing Red Cross work in blood 
transfusion.
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The delegations from the Upper Volta, Indonesia and 
Rumania informed the meeting of the activities of their societies in 
the field of transfusion.

* * *

The Commission the went on to item 4 of the agenda : 
"Actions of National Societies in the field of civil population 
protection Training of -Personnel1'.

The Director and Assistant Director of the Health and 
Social Service Bureau introduce a report on this item of the agenda. 
They recalled that it only dealt with the work of National Societies 
in civil defence, since the personal status of civil defence services 
and relating problems were on tho agenda of the Commission for Huma
nitarian Law. They drew attention to the documents presented by Ireland 
Mexico and Canada.

The Commission accepted with thanks the joint report of the 
Internationa, Committee- of the Rod Cross and the League (Document BS 4/1)

The Irish Red Cross indicated that the document submitted by 
its Society deals with the agreement between the latter and the 
Irish civil defence service. According to this document the government 
considers there should he spec-al arrangements for persons engaged 
in civil defence work and that they should have a special emblem.

In reply to a question from Bulgaria, the League repre
sentative stated that the reports presented by delegates would 
remain in the archives of the League and ICRC and will, if necessary, 
be submitted to National Societies who wish to have information on the 
experience of sister Societies in this field.

France stressed the importance of the problem of co-ope
ration between National Red Cross Societies and official civil 
defence services. The assimilation of Rod Cross personnel into the 
civil defence services might lead to disintegrating the volunteer 
services of National Societies and compromise the independence of 
the latter. It was important to study the position of this personnel 
in the civil defence service. In the case of internal conflict, the 
most advantageous method was to have qualified personnel working 
in the Red <>ross which would, in certain circumstances, be setter 
accented than the personnel of government agencies. The status of 
Red Cross personnel should be established after careful examination of 
its work and would bo desirable that the League and the ICRC study 
model statutes covering, for example, the case of internal conflicts.
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As stated by the Chairman of the Commission and the repre
sentative of the ICRC, the question of the statuts of personnel of 
civil defence services comes within the purview of the Commission for 
Humanitarian Law. It is furthermore one of the legal preoccupations 
of the ICRC which is studying the statuts of Red Cross civil defence 
personnel.

Nevertheless the observations made by the French delegation 
do not only concern the status of the entire personnel of civil 
defence services but only the position of the personnel of National 
Societies working in civil defence, this is a question of primary 
interest to National societies.

The delegate for Australia, in giving information on the 
civil defence situation in his country, stated that on the whole 
the duties entrusted to his Society in this field conform to the 
traditional Red Cross role- of giving assistance to the population.

The Indonesian representative also described his Society's 
position particularly in relation to its co-operation with the civil 
defence services which had developed considerably since they were set 
up in 1952.

In summing up the discussion, the Lea, uc representative 
reminded delegates that the League had in its possession a Civil 
Defence Manual which is available to National Societies who so 
desired.

* * *

The Director of the Health and Social Service Bureau then 
submitted the second Report on the Relations between the League and the 
World Health Organisation;

After the delegate for India had asked enlightenment on a 
particular point in the Report, the latter was accepted by the Commis
sion with congratulations for the work carried out.

Under the chairmanship of Miss Margaret Hickey, Vice President 
of the American National Rod Cross and Vice-Chairman of the Commission, 
the delegates gave their attention to Item 3 of the Agenda: "Red Cross 
and Social Services".

Miss M. Esnard, Assistant of the Health and social Service 
Bureau of the League, presented the part of the general report 
dealing with principles, training of personnel, social work for the 
chronically ill and handicapped and general child welfare. The floor 
was then given to Dame Anne Bryans, Deputy Chairman of the British Rod 
Cross, who stressed the main points in tho Report of th-_ Expert 
Committee on ‘“’ocial Welfare, which mot in Geneva from 19th to 21st 
February 1963 at the instigation of the League; this report drafted 
by its Chairman, ^ir George Haynes.
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After having emphasized the main questions to which the 
.■ Xpert Committee devoted its attention, namely what are the- main 
features which establish and identify the role of Red Cross in 
social welfare and what are the basic considerations which should 
guide its work in the future, Dame Anne Bryans indicated that 
social work was an extremely varied field. Attention was drawn to 
the importance - within National Societies - of training and 
instructing members to whom unlimited tasks were open at a time 
when there were new trends in tie field of health and social service 
in particular as regards hospital treatment of mental and somatic 
illnesses.

Dame Anne Bryans then turned to tho conclusions and recom
mendations in the report, laying stress on its main linos, its basic 
principles of impartiality, flexibility, pioneer work, etc.

Echoing the words of Sir George Haynes in his report, she 
recalled that it was necessary to bear in mind the rich diversity 
of communites if it wore intended to do effective work.

A discussion followed in which the representatives of the 
Societies of the following countries took part : Australia, Canada, 
Germany (Dem.Rep.), India, Netherlands, Philippines, Portugal, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, ioudan and Sweden.

Certain National Societies described their activities in the 
social welfare field whilst others laid stress on specific points, 
which presented problems at the national level and on which they 
would like hear the experiences of sister Societies.

This exchange of views brought to light tho following points:
the training of auxiliary personnel is of paramount importance 
professional workers should be imbued with the Rod Cross spirit 
in order to safeguard the human approach, the special mission 
of the Red Cross, the success of Rod Cross social work depends 
on the co-operation between qualified workers and auxiliary 
personnel, it is up to every Natioanl society to establish a 
list of priorites so as not undertake activities exceeding its 
technical and financial resources, taking into account thes 
limitations, the Red Cross, thanks to its moral prestige often 

acted as an organ directing people towards other social services.

Several National Societies drew attention to the special 
efforts they were making on behalf of war veterans which was a pro
longation of Red Cross action on the battlefield.

The ICRC delegate pointed out that National Societies very 
often undertook activities which were subsequently taken by the Govern
ment and some of which wore complementary to Government assistance 
(such as handwork courses, the proceeds of which wore sold in aid 
of the war disabled).
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The delegate for Sierra Leone stated that social workers who 
did not belong to the community sometimes had difficulty in understand
ing its problems and in being accepted; it was here that the Red 
Cross, known by everyone, could be .useful <ven at local level. It 
was moreover noted that the Red Cross should nut be an oxter sion 
of a Government service but should adhere to its own principles, 
without discrimination of any kind.

She also stressed, the role which voluntary mobile trams 
workers and local Red Cress units could paly in discovering needs 
in a world in a world in which 80% of the population lived in 
remote areas.

The general conclusion resulting from this exchange of 
views, as the Indian delegate had stated was the dominant features 
of Red Cross, social work were : the discovery of need, the intro
duction of action to deal with it, and then the handing over when 
the work could be continued on al larger scale.

On the. proposal of the Chairman the Report on the League 
of Red Cross Societies Expert on Social Welfare was unanimously 
adopted. This will be sent to National Societies at a later date, 
together with the Minutes of the Session, and the list of National 
Societies' social welfare activities published by the league in 
January 1963»

The representative of the League then announced that a 
III rd Red Cross International Seminar on Recreational Therapy 
would be held in Great Britain, at the invitation of the British 
Red Cross, in 1964, and would deal in particular with the training 
of voluntary aides for this work. There would also be a Red Cross 
Meeting as part of the XII th International Conference of Social 
Work in Athens in September 1964.



The Health and Social Commission spent most of their 
last session on September 4th, 1963, discussing Point 5 on the 
agenda: Red Cross responsibilities today in the field of 
Nursing. This subject was introduced by a panel discussion between 
Miss Helen McArthur, President of the League Nursing Advisory 
Committee, Mlle M. Duvillard, Member of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, Mrs. A. Sultan, delegate of the 
Lebanese Red Cross and Mlle M. Comtesse, delegate of the Swiss Red 
Cross.

The purpose of the discussion that lastest about 
half an hour was to present to the participants points raised 
at recent Red Cross international nursing meetings and in the 
reports prepared for the meeting by the lntern?.tional Committee 
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies, these 
meetings being: the XVIth Sessiomof the League Nursing 
Advisory Committee, the IVth international meeting of Red Cross 
Home Nursing Instructors, and the Red Cross International 
Nursing Study Centre, held at L. usanne last August.

Miss Helen McArthur who presided stressed first the fact 
that at these three meetings, the participants sought together 
answers to a number of questions of common interest through the 
use of various methods of group work. The present panel 
discussion was a demonstration of one of these methods.

Summarizing the points raised at these various meetings 
and in the reports presented, the group discussed the following:

- Red Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions 
stressing the need to encourage their widest possible 
dissemination, particularly among the various categories 
of nursing personnel. In this respect, reference
was made to several publications available through 
the ICRC and the LORCS.

- Home Nursing instruction and the need for National 
Societies to give it their fullest support.

- recruitment, enrolment and preparation of various 
categories of nursing personnel to assist public 
authorities in meeting the increasing for such 
personnel.

service of nursing personnel, stressing the value for 
all categories to work as a team under the leadership 
of qualified nurses and in cooperation with the 
other Red Cross services.
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- health education, emphasizing that methods of health 
education should be included in programmes of 
schools of nursing

- administration of nursing services, underlining the 
need for such services to be under the guidance of 
qualified nurses, it being recognized that such
a principle is applicable both on national and inter
national levels.

- relations with national and international nursing 
organisations, noting tnat common problems when 
discussed together were more easily solved,

* Representatives from National Societies of many countries 
(Argentine, Canada, Columbia, Republic Democratic of Germany, 
Great-Britain, India, Nigeria, Peru, Spain) took part in the

* general discussion that followed.

Several of them expressed appreciation of the way in 
which this item on the agenda was presented and of the fact that 
such a panel discussion provided an opportunity for a different 
approach to the problems raised.

Other comments made by the delegates referred mainly 
to the following:

*■ the various Red Cross services in which nursing 
personnel can and should take part such as the blood 
programme, disaster relief, teaching in schools of 
nursing and in Home Nursing and nurses' aids programmes,

- the value of more frequent Red Cross study centres 
on a regional basis,

*
- the need for National Red Cross Socj_eties to use thoir 

influence to encourage the passing of nursing laws.

- the need to re-emphasize previously made recommendations 
on the value od placing schools of nursing and other 
Red Cross nursing services under the leadership of 
qualified nurses.

- the value of close relationship between Red Cross 
Nursing Services and Junior Red Cross.

- the need for National Red Cross Societies to adapt to
changing circumstances and meet new needs.
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- the value of pilot projects being undertaken by the 
Red Cross in the nursing field.

- the inportance of Hone Nursing instruction as part
of an overall health education programme and as a means 
of recruiting new Red Cross members and of starting 
other programmes.

- the importance of developing mutual assistance 
projects between National Societies such as study
visits and scholarships as- a means of furthering both 
nursing and the Red Cross ideal.

*
* *

The last part of the Commission's work was devoted to 
consideration of nine draft resolutions on first aid, health 
education and accident prevention,- blood transfusion, social 
work and nursing. After a brief discussion these draft 
resolutions, which are given in an annex to this Report, were 
unanimously accepted for submission to the Plenary Session of 
the Council of Delegates.

The Chairman concluded the Commission's session 
by expressing the meeting's appreciation to the various people 
who had contributed to its he congratulated the League on its 
work and hoped that the results achieved would serve as an 
encouragement to it in its task of developing and maintaining 
the activities of National ¡Societies in the health and social 
fields.
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HEALTH ANT SOCIAL COMMISSION

AGENDA

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries

2, Red Cross and Health Services (first aid, accident prevention, 
health education, flood transfusion),

5« Red Cross and Social Services (principles, training of
personnel, welfare work for the chronically ill and 
handicapped, general child welfare)«

4« Actions of 'National Societies in the field of civil population
protection«

5« Red Cross responsibilities' today in the field of nursing»
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RESOLUTION No 1

FIRST AIL

Expansion of First Aid among National Societies

The Council of Delegates,

considering First Aid as an essential activity of National 
Societies and the teaching of the subject to the public as an intrinsic 
Red Cross activity in promoting health.

considering the role which First Aid teams are called upon
to play in the varied aspects of health education of the greatest importance,

draws the attention of recently-founded National Societies to 
the importance of extending First Aid instruction and
organising properly-trained First Aid teams,

emphasises the responsibility of training instructors and leaders 
in that field,

requests the experienced sister-Societies to afford, through 
the League, every possible assistance with the object of training First 
Aid ledders and increasing the number of First Aid teams among recently- 
founded National Societies.
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RESOLUTION No 2

Simplification an! Standardization of Tschnigu.es

The Council of Delegates,

hearing in mind Resolution No, XXIII of the XXVth SessL on 
of the Board of Governors and Resolution No, XVII of the XXVIth
Session of the Board of Governors,

'considering the work undertaken by the Commission on First
( Aid Practice of the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee of the

League and the encouraging results achieved at the Red Cross International 
Meeting of First Aiders at Macolin in 1965,

proposes the simplification and standardisation of first aid 
methods and equipment, both on national and international levels,

to this end, urges the League to repeat at regalar intervals 
the organization of such international meetings of first aiders where the 
representatives of National Societies who are qualified in first aid 
training may pool their experiences,

invites the National Societies to take into conideration the 
results of such meetings and as far as possible keep informed those members 
who are responsible for first aid,

‘ on the same lines requests National Societies to
promote Red Cross first aid work by regularly communicating to the 
League their achievements in this field and to circulate amongst the

• members concerned such documents which the League might publish on
of this information.

Tschnigu.es


RESOLUTION No 3
Health Bcjucation and Accident Prevention

The Council of Delegates,

in consideration of Resolution No XXV of the XIXth Inter
na tional Conference and Resolution No» XVI of the XXVIth Session of the 
Board of Governors, oil health education and accident prevention.

recalling the mission of the Red Cross in public health and 
aware of the educational role the Red Cross is called upon to play, 
by reason of its prestige and the response it obtains from the general 
public,

emphasises the vital part which National Societies can play 
in the health education of the public, and more particularly in the 
prevention of accidents, firstly through their various activities and the 
work of numerous volunteers, and secondly by drawing the attention of the 
public authorities, teachers and doctors to the problems of health education 
and accident prevention,

encourages National Societies'to continue their activities in 
this’field in cooperation with the public authorities and specialised 
agencies.
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RESOLUTION No, 4

BLOOD TRANSFUSION

The Council of Delegates,

referring to the terras of Resolution No. XIV’of the XXVth 
Session of the Board, of Governors and. of Resolution No. XIX of the XXVIth 
Session of the Board, of Governors,

o
reaffirms that the Red. Cross ie called upon to play a role the 

s field of blood transfusion," which is a particularly urgent problem and
calls for the education of the public,

• invites the National Societies to continue this education of
the public by actively working for the recruitment of regular volunteer 
donors and giving the civil authorities all possible assistance with a view 
to promoting the popularisation of blood transfusion in their countries,

thanks the League for the help it has given to National Societies 
and for having co-ordinated their efforts on behalf of the less experienced 
sister Societies and invites the League to continue to foster the exchange- 
between Societies of experience (for instance by meetings and seminars), and 
technical assistance (sponsorship,delegation of experts, donations and loans 
of equipment),

encourages the League to carry on co-operation with the large 
international organisations which are concerned with blood transfusion 
(World Hea-lth Organization, International Blood Transfusion Society, 
Council of Europe) with a view to increasing effectively concerted action 
vis-à-vis civil authorities and the public.

«
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RESOLUTION Mq, 5

TRAINING OF AUXILIARY SOCIAL WORKERS

The Council of Delegates,

hearing in mind, the increasing responsibilities assumed, by 
Governments in matters relating to social welfare and the r61e which 
National Societies are nevertheless called upon to »ontinue in this field,

bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations set out in 
the Report of the experts of the Expert Committee on Social Welfare of the 
Health and Social Service Advisory Committee of the League assembled in Geneva 
in February 196?, in compliance with Resolution XIV of the XXVIth Session of /
the Bo and of Governors,

accepts the report and expresses its thanks to the experts of 
the Expert Committee on Social Welfare and, in particular, its Chairman,

recommends that in view of current developments, the National 
Societies devote further study to the policy directing their social 
activities,

recommends that in the light of these developments, the League 
undertakes, at the request of National Societies, the study of those 
problems in which the said Societies are interested,

recommends that in the light of modern trends of social work, 
National Societies devote special attention to the training of auxiliary 
workers, *
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RESOLUTION No. C

THE DISABLED

The Council of Delegates,

conscious of the work accomplished by National Societies on 
behalf of disabled and elderly persons,

considering the interest displayed by National Societies during 
the Ilnd International Red Cross Seminar on Recreational Therapy (Chianciano 
May, 1962),

bearing in mind the discussions which took place at the VIIth 
Inter-American Red Cross Conference,

recommends that, in accordance with the policy adopted by the
Red Cross since its foundation, National Societies attach an ever-increasing 
importance to social activities on behalf of the physically and mentally 
disabled, of the chronically sick, and elderly persons.
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RESOLUTION No 7

Nursing
The Council of Delegates,

Having taken note of the reports presented by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on Red 
Cross responsibilities in the field of nursing,

shares in the’concern expressed by the authors of these reports 
regarding the serious lack of nursing personnel of all categories in 
almost every country of the world,

emphasises the fact that National Red Cross Societies have 
a responsibility in contributing to the full measures of their possibil
ities, directly or indirectly, to the recruitment and preparation of 
such personnel in order that cptimun assistance in the field of health 
be ensured to the people of their countries, namely in oases of disaster 
or conflict,

expresses the wish that National Societies assume fully such 
responsibility, in close cooperation with the Public Authorities and the 
civilian and military Medical S- rvices as well as with the various 
national and international organisations of the medical and health 
professions,

invites to this end National Red Cross Societies to put in 
practice as widely as possible and without delay the measures recommended 
in the above named reports.

,1
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RESOLUTION No, 8

Red_Cro_s_s International Nursing Study Cebtre

The Council of Delegates,

recommends that National Societies give full support to the 
desire expressed at the Red Cross International Nursing Study Centre, 
that more such Study Centres he held in the future and, when possible, 
on a regional basis in order that more Red Cross nurses might participate.
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RESOLUTION No 9

Red Cross and Nursing throughout the World

The Council of Delegates,

whereas it was noted, that the Nursing Advisory Committee of 
the League of Red Cross Societies received the booklet "Red Cross 
Nursing Around the World" with great approval and suggested that wide 
distribution of this publication *e made,

therefore recommends that member Societies of the’League of 
Red Cross Societies take all necessary measures to ensure such 
distribution«

P.2165/gj/mlc/5.9.63


