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INTRODUCTION

Relations between the Red Cross (here limited to the International 
Red Gross and within this Body specifically to the League) and. non-Red 
Cross organisations, have been discussed at a number of occasions,.such as 
International Red Cross Conferences, meetings of the Board of Governors, 
the Executive Committee of the League, Consultative Committees, etc.

These discussions and the ensuing decisions cover a wide field 
of different subjects, from basis questions of principle to decisions in 
casu, on collaboration with a certain organisation or organisations.

There already exists a considerable documentation on these problems 
from the earlier occasions.

The reasons why this subject has been raised at the Centenary 
Congress of the Red Cross seem, however, to be pertinent. It is more and 
more obvious that the Red Cross is not living in an isolated world on its 
own. It is part of a modern world, it has to adapt itself to existing 
conditions and to find modalities of collaboration with other bodies working 
in the same field.

The scope for Red Cross activities, which is growing every day, 
even if it is based on the same Red Cross principles as t^ose laid down 
100 years ago, means that practical problems arise which have hitherto 
not been known, and it is necessary that an evaluation of where the Red 
Cross stands in general be made in order to give the possibility for the 
executive organs to act in every special case.

The growth of the United Nations apparatus, as well as of its 
specialised Agencies, has to be taken into consideration, but also the 
limitation of their mandates. All this creates the need of definitions 
and conditions for collaboration.

The emerging of new international organisations in different 
fields (for instance the medical and scientific), and the disappearance 
of other organisations requires the need of a constant adaptation to new 
situations,

A number of new Societies are faced, within their own countries, 
with complicated problems of collaboration, especially when tlying both to 
protect their integrity and adjust themselves to coordinated national 
programmes. This means that the international organs of the Red Cross 
must be ready with their answers.

In order to avoid the usual, very general, resolutions which, on 
one hand, state the necessity of collaboration with all other organisations 
or people of goodwill working in the same field as the Red Cross and, on 
the other hand, the need for everyone to respect the Red Cross’ integrity, - 
it has seemed necessary to prepare, from the side of the ICRC and from 
that of the League, documents giving some facts on the actual situation in 
order to give a concrete foundation for the discussions under this item 
at the .Council of Delegates,
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The main part of this document will treat the relations with 
organisations under headings comparable to different fields of League 
activities.

It seems, however, necessary in this introduction, to mention 
more systematically the different types of organisations with which the 
Red Cross has to do, owing to certain inevitable differences in approach 
to the collaboration problems.
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COLLABORATION './ITH UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATIONS

The first categories of organisations are the United Nations 
organisations, or, more correctly expressed - the UN Secretariat with its 
sub-divisions, and the Specialised Agencies. In the following, these 
organs within the Secretariat, or the Specialised Agencies, are mentioned 
under the systematic division referred to above, It should, however, be 
remembered that on several occasions, and very important ones, contact has 
been established directly with the UN Secretary General himself and/or his 
policy-making staff (Congo, Korea, etc.). These contacts cannot be adapted 
into any sub-headings of a technical nature. They are of great importance. 
They always indicate that serious problems, often with the necessity to reach 
quick solutions, are at hand, It should also be kept in mind that one of 
the duties of the Secretary General of the UN and his associates is to 
guarantee and work for a common policy from the different members of the 
UN family, also in fields concerning the Red Cross (policy of the UN in 
the field of international disaster relief, etc.)

The contact with the United Nations and its Agencies has been 
of the greatest importance in a number of cases concerning the League's 
work, not only in the field of disaster relief, but also in other aspects 
of League activity, such as health, education, technical assistance, eto. 
Here' a number of agreements have been reached, and in other fields non- 
written "gentlemen's agreements" about contacts and collaboration have been 
made which have been of great value and which, doubtlessly, will serve as 
guiding lines for future policy,.

It should not be forgotten that there exist inter-Governmental · 
organisations which are not directly attached to the UN. Some of these 
are organised for special purposes without geographical delimitations, 
like the ICEM, and others are of a regional nature, like the Council of 
Europe, and the Organisation of American States, all of them having 
activities of interest to the Red Cross and where collaboration already 
exists,

When one enters the field of international non-Governmental 
organisations, the field is atill expanding and, thereby, getting even 
more confusing, both on the national and international levels. The Red 
Cross has an interest to define its relations to these organisations.
There is no possibility,, on account of their tremendous diversity in scope 
and means to propose a common denominator. It should be mentioned that 
of interest to the Red Cross are, especially, organisations of a scientific 
or technical nature, within the field of medicine and social «re If are, 
associations of a humanitarian nature with specific aims, (societies for 
the help to children in general, to cripples, blind, war-invalids, etc.), 
youth organisations of different types, etc, having contacts with the 
Junior Red Cross movement, and organisations with their main aim outside 
the scope of the Red Cross, but with an important part of their activities 
devoted to humanitarian efforts (religious and political organisations).
To this can also be added organisations working for better understanding 
between different peoples and for Peace, and organisations founded to help 
oppressed or persecuted minority groups, refugees, etc.
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Finally, it should he noted that the Red Cross has an interest 
to he in contact with different types of money raising Organizations or 
Foundations, from which contributions could he obtained for Red Cross 
activities,

■ COLLABORATION WTTH NON-UNITED RATIONS GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

Concerning collaboration in general with non-Red Cross organ
isations, the problems have to be put in somewhat different ways when it 
concerns the two different types of organisations mentioned above - the 
Governmental organisations and the non-Govemmental organisations. The 
approach is also different in different fields of League activities.

Roughly, it could be said that when the League has thought it 
to be of mutual advantage for the persons or countries it has wanted to 
help, it has welcomed collaboration with the inter-Governmental organisations 
on the condition that these had accepted that the collaboration be based 
on general Red Cross principles. This has meant that only the need has 
b.eem qualifying for help given, and that no preferences have been made 
on the basis of race, religion, nationality, etc. This has resulted, in 
practice, that the great advantages of the Red Cross have been used in the 
fields where they are most obvious - instant collaboration of the great 
public as helpers, practical work of local Red Cross Societies in different 
fields, possibility of instantaneous actions, mobilisation of personnel, 
etc. At the same time, the tremendous resources of Governments and the 
international organisations themselves have been mobilised to take over and 
fulfil actions after the immediate disaster stage. Experts have been put at 
disposal for long-range planning; coordination has been effected with 
Government policy and the question of integration of projects has been 
brought into the picture by Governments concerned. Retails on this 
emergency scheme for collaboration and division of work will be found later 
in this report and in the League's General Report to the Council, in 
relief reports, etc.

COLLABORATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

Concerning the non-Gove mmental organisations, problems are 
relatively easy when the organisations have a common goal with the Red 
Cross but try to reach it from different angles, - the Red Cross by 
mobilising its personnel and public goodwill for practical results, and 
other organisations by giving the proper "expertise", by their scientific 
contacts,etc. This contact and collaboration are relatively easily 
arranged and have not created major difficulties.

There are, however, difficulties, when organisations are working 
partly with the. same methods, both on the "acquiring" side and in the field,
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where inevitably certain questions of competition and questions of different 
approach to the same practical problem in the field has arisen. Here, the 
League has tried to collaborate as much.as has been humanly possible, 
without sacrificing Red Cross ideals. Solutions are very often "ad hoc", 
agreements might be made in the field on geographical distribution of a 
territory where help is needed, or that one organisation should, 
voluntarily, desist from taking up a special type of activity within its 
competence in order to avoid overlapping.

Sometimes the Red Cross haa been criticised for a lack of 
willingness to join coordination or administration committees, or to create 
new relief administration for every problem in question. This unwillingness 
is, however, based on the grounds that the Red Cross, with relation to the 
Conventions and the special situation of every Society, is an organisation 
recognised by its Government as an auxiliary force and cannot sacrifice its 
identity, especially if this leads to comparisons and identification with 
organisations which do not base themselves ^n the Red Cross principles.
(For instance, having, by their nature, to give preference to members 
of a particular faith, or opinion, etc.) The policy has been that the 
Red Cross tries to follow the situation in different fields, to be 
represented by observers at occasions where problems of coordination, etc., 
are discussed, but not. to engage itself too much in more theoretical 
coordination and collaboration which could hamper the initiative and complete 
liberty of action, which are necessary.

In all these fields there are rich possibilities for fruitful 
discussion on principles for the collaboration with non-Red Cross 
organisations in the future. There is, however, one aspect which has a 
special significance at this occasion. This concerns the repercus,siors on. 
the national field of principles of collaboration organised by the inter
national Secretariats. The League Secretariat is fully aware of the great 
difference in policies in various countries; in some the national structure 
makes it necessary for Red Cross Societies to collaborate closely with 
other organisations, for example in fund-raising, in planning for special 
national activities and in accepting memberships in committees and 
commissions for specific purposes. This explains why the League 
Secretariat, v/henever necessary, acts through a National Society in its 
collaboration with a non-Red Cross, non-Gcvemmental organisation. - In 
other countries, the National Society refrains as much as possible from 
taking part in such efforts in order to protect its strict integrity. It 
îirould, therefore, be specially interesting to know if the policy of the 
League in the international field, both when it concerns collaboration 
with intergovernmental organisations and non-Governmental organisations, 
has had any influence, positive or negative, on the situation in the 
respective countries.

The questions, quoted above, and in the following, should not 
overshadow the fact that collaboration is necessary and that the Red Gross
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has been strengthened to a great extent in many fields by the active 
collaboration - for mutual benefit - from other organisations. This is 
the occasion to express to them, first to the TO and the Specialised 
Agencies, but also to others, the gratitude of the League and its 
conviction that this collaboration is an extremely important part of the 
future of the Red Cross.

THE MEDICO-SOCIAL FIELD

One of the most important non-Red Croqs international 
organizations with which the League has developed intimate collaboration ■ 
in this field is the World Health Organisation. In fact, the League was 
not only the first non-governmental organisation to establish relations 
with WHO, but it was actively associated with the sessions of the Interim 
Commission charged with drawing up plans and proposals for its establish
ment, and completing the T/ork of the First World Health Assembly in 1948» Since 
then the League has been attending the TOO Assembly Sessions, meetings of 
the Executive Board, and auxiliary bodies.

The collaboration between the League and TOO is not confined 
to participation in conferences and meetings, but embraces many other 
forms, such as participation in seminars, technical discussions, and 
exchange of experts. Public health subjects which are of common concern 
to the WHO and the League provide excellent avenues of collaboration. It 
may, for instance, be a technical discussion on tuberculosis, health 
education, or a Seminar· on the prevention of accidents among children, 
and so on.

On the other hand, as a matter of reciprocity, the TOO 
participates in many important League meetings, such as the League's Board 
of Governors, and the Health and Social Service and Nursing Advisory 
Committees, as well as in the International Conference of the Red Cross,
TOO representatives are invited to join the Seminars and meetings 
organised by the League on technical subjects. For instance, Red Cross 
International Blood Transfusion Seminars in 1958? I960 and 1962, held 
respectively in Italy, Japan and Mexico and the League's Experts Committee 
on Blood Transfusion in Vienna, 1961, proved of great mutual advantage to 
the League and TOO° the first Red Cross International Seminar on Health 
Education held in Yugoslavia in i960 and the first Red Cross and Red 
Crescent International Study Centre held in Geneva in i960. The participants 
of this Study Centre were also received at TOO Headquarters for a study' visit.

The League participates in the work of the TOO Regional Offices 
and this brings the national Societies of the various countries into 
closer contact with the TOO and its work, and leads to useful and practical 
results. Exchange of publications and information is another form of 
cooperation.

League-TOO cooperation in the field of disaster relief is 
mentioned under disaster relief, but there are also emergency medical
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actions which offer great scope for collaboration» Thus, on t:ie outbreak 
of an epidemic in any country daily relations are established between the 
League and the specialised services of the WHO. The Health and Social 
Service and Relief Bureaux obtain technical opinions from the Statistics 
Division and Epidemeological Services, the Supply Services and the 
Pharmacy Unit, In Emergency situations, the information received in this 
way by the two organisations is exchanged, thus enabling as detailed a' 
picture as possible of the situation to be formed, and the necessaiy 
measures taken, such as dispatch of vaccine, breathing apparatus, loan 
of personnel, etc. In recent years, there were twelve such emergencies - 
one in 1954 > three in 1956, one in 1957> five in 1956 and two in 1961.

An outstanding example of emergency medical action is furnished by 
the operation undertaken for the benefit of 10,000 oil poisoning paralysis 
victims in Morocco in 1959? in hich the League provided international personnel, 
both medical and paramedical, as well as part of the material required for 
treatment. The WHO for its part undertook principally the training of the 
Moroccan personnel destined to take over from the international teams on the 
expiry of the League mission.

Yet another imp rtant example was furnished by the medical action 
in the Congo. In i960, the UN Secretary General appealed, through the WHO 
to the League and the International Committee of the Red Cross to arrange 
for medical teams to be sent to the Congo in order to fill the gaps left 
hy the departure of numerous Belgian doctors. The part played by the 
League in this action is already well known and needs no reiteration here.

Red Cross experts have been approached to become members of 
possible missions relating to blood transfusion, health education, 
maternal and child care and first aid, which the WHO envisages under
taking at the request of some countries in course of development.

In accordance with an agreement establish with WHO, the League 
draws the attention of national Societies every year to the importance of 
the World Health Day, and encourages them to participate in this event.
It is interesting to note that the themes chosen by WHO for these days are 
almost always in consonance vd. ih the preventive aspect of the League's 
health work.

Besides WHO there are other UN agencies with which the League 
cooperates in the field ox Health and Welfare - for instance, the Technical 
Assistance Office of the UN Headquarters for Europe, organised in 
cooperation with the League, a Study Group on Social Welfare for the 
Meditro-Social staff of national Societies in the European area in November 
I960. Equally valuable was the participation of the League and national 
Societies concerned in the Seminax* on Health Education of the Public in 
matters of health and nutrition in African countries south of the Sahara, 
in June 1962, at Pointe-Noire (congo-Brazzaville), which was organised 
jointly by the GGTA and the ICC with the technical cooperation of the 
FAO, WHO, UNESCO and UNICEF.

The League participated in the Expert Committees on Road Safety
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of the Division of the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) of the 
European Office of the United Nations, the Council of Europe, and the 
World-Touring and Automobile Organisation. The League's relations with the 
Council of Europe in this field have steadily grown since 1956, particularly 
with the. Division of Public Health of which the League's Medical Director,
Dr, Z,S, Hantchef, is a consultant on matters of common interest relating 
to blood transfusion, nursing aid, health education, prevention cf accidents, 
frontier agreements in case of disaster, etc. It is gratifying to note 
that he was also appointed Consultant and asked by the WHO’ to represent 
it at the sub-Committee of Specialists on Blood Transfusion at its 1962 
meeting in Rome. The League has also collaborated in the organisation of a 
study visit to different national Societies for the fellowship holders of the 
Council of Europe, The League's collaboration with the European Conference 
of Local .Powers concerns recruitment of blood donors.

There are several non-governmental international organisations 
such as the World Medical Association, the International Federation of,. 
Surgical Colleges, London, and the International College of Surgeons,
Chicago, with which the League has good relations, and which have recently 
approached the League with a view to establishing or strengthening these 
relations between their member Associations and national Red Cross Societies, 
notably on occasions of large disasters. These relations are particularly 
concerned with closer collaboration on national and international levels, 
exchange of information and recruitment of emergency medical personnel by the 
Red Cross on the national level. The attention of national Societies was 
called to these’ facts in more detail in December 1961.

As national Societies are aware, there is an agreement between 
the International Children's Centre and the League and the Directors of 
the United Nations Technical Assistance Service, providing the national ■ 
Societies with the opportunity of requesting their respective governments 
authorities to grant fellowships to qualified members of their staff for 
study abroad, to complete their knowledge in respect to different points 
of some medico-social programme to be inaugurated or expanded on their return 
This has opened one more avenue of help to the national Societies,

In this brief survey} it is not possible to describe precisely 
the nature of League's relations with the various international organ
isations interested in medico-social problems. Mention may, however, be 
made of some other such organisations with which the League collaborates 
in one way or another. These are : International Atomic Energy Agency 
(on matters relating to radiation and health hazards), International 
Bureau Against Alcoholism, International Hospital Federation, International 
Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, World Federation of Mental 
Health, International Union Against Tuberculosis, and World Veterans 
Federation. With these organisations the nature of relations consists 
largely in participation in their Conferences, in the exchange.of 
literature and information, and in developing personal contacts which 
eventually prove useful to the League, and through it to national Societies, 
The League, is offered the facility of calling a meeting of delegates who are 
members of national Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies, during the Session 
of certain organisations like the International Society of Blood Transfusion, 
International Conference of Social Work, and International Union for Health 
Education.
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MUESING

The main responsibility of the League in the field of nursing 
is to assist national Societies in developing their nursing services and 
to act as a co-ordinating agent between them. In order to carry out 
these functions efficiently, it is necessary to keep abreast of inter
national developments. The League, therefore maintains regular relations 
with the International Council of Nurses and also in this field with the 
World Health Organisation. Associated with the International Council of 
Nurses is the Florence Nightingale International Foundation which the 
League, together with the International Council of Nurses, was instrumental 
in establishing in 1934* Since then the development of the Florence 
Nightingale International Foundation programme has been closely followed 
by the League. The League's relationship with the International Council 
of Nurses dates back to the very early years of the League's existence and 
since that time exchange of information and reciprocal representation has 
taken place regularly.

In addition to participating at meetings of the International 
Council of Nurses Grand Council and Quadrennial congresses, the League 
has been particularly interested in one of the International Council 
of Nurses Committees, namely, the Education Committee, because in giving 
guidance to its member Societies, about one third of which conduct 
nursing education programmes, the League fellows the standards recommended 
by the International Council of Nurses. It is thus of the utmost 
advantage for the League to be continuously cognizant of these standards 
and to keep up-to-date on new trends and concepts in nursing. On the 
other hand, through its knowledge of the needs and condition in various 
parts of the world, in the sphere of nursing, the League is in a position 
to.give useful information and assistance to the International Council 
of Nurses. The League will participate again in the next Quadrennial Congress 
of the International Council of Nurses to be held in Frankfurt in 1965.

The League's collaboration with the World Health Organisation 
in the sphere of nursing has been equally close and cordial. Miss Yvonne 
Hentsch, the Director of the League Nursing Bureau, is a member of the WHO 
Expert Committee on Nursing. This membership was renewed in 1962 for a 
further period of five years. The League has been represented by her at 
several important conferences on nursing convened by WHO, To mention a 
few recent ones, the European Conference on Post-Basic Nursing Education 
held at Peebles jn Scotland in 1956, and a similar Conference held in 
Geneva in 1959. In fact, Miss Hentsch was called upon to devote three 
months to help .;H0 in the reparation and organisation of the Peebles 
Conference, It was a rewarding experience, the benefit of which the League 
was able to pass on to national Societies. Other conferences in which the 
League participated were some of the Regional Congresses for nurses organised 
by the Pan American Regional Office of WHO, namely in 1955 in Rio de Janeiro, 
in 1956 in.Mexico, and in 1959 in Buenos Aires. On the occasion of the 
Xth World Health Assembly in 1956 and of the Technical Discussions which 
were held on the theme "Nurses - Their Education and Their Role in Health 
Programmes", the Director and Assistant Director of the Leaguels Nursing
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Bureau not only participated in the debates, hut were able to present the 
views of many national Societies in this matter.

The International Relief Operation undertaken by the League in 
cooperation with WHO in the Congo in 1961 offered further opportunities 
of closer contact in the nursing field between the two organisations. 
Moreover, a regular exchange of nurse visitors takes place between the head
quarters of the League and WHO, Most nurses assigned by WHO to various 
countries include a visit to the League in their briefing period in Geneva, 
During their visits to national Societies, the Director and Assistant 
Director of the Nursing Bureau make a point of calling on WHO nursing 
consultants in those countries in order to ensure coordination between Red 
Cross and WHO sponsored programmes. The usual regular exchange of 
publications between the League and WHO is pursued through the League 
"Monthly Hews and Report" and the attention of national Societies is called 
to all new WHO documents relating to nursing.

Another organisation with which the League has collaborated 
in the realm of nursing is the United Nations Relief and Works Agency, 
which invited the Assistant Director of the League Nursing Bureau in 
December 1959 to give a special course to some of its head nurses in.
Jordan, Syria and the Lebanon who were undergoing three months post-basic 
training in J ordan.

The League also keeps contacts with the Rockefeller Foundation, 
the Administration for International Aid, the International Labour Office 
and the International Union for Child Welfare. These contacts involve ex
change of correspondence and literature or attending meetings, special 
Committees or Conferences, and have sometimes proved useful in securing 
certain benefits like scholarships or study grants for Red Cross leaders 
in the field of nursing. In most instances whenever it is impossible for 
the League to send a representative to attend a meeting of other inter
national organisations interested in nursing the National·Society in the 
country where the meeting is held is asked to designate a nurse to 
represent the League,

Maintaining close contact with international organisations 
concerned with nursing is essential to the League in assisting national 
Societies to develop the kind of nursing activities best suited to their 
needs and resources. Through these contacts alone can confusion and dupli
cation of effort be avoided both at the international and national levels.

JUNIOR RED CROSS

In the sphere of Junior Red Cross also the League maintains 
relations with a variety of international organisations, both governmental 
and non-governmental, particularly those interested in Youth. Vie If are. Among 
these, exceptionally close relations exist with UNESCO, not only for ..... 
matters pertaining to youth work and education, but those concerning other
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aspects of the League's work. Thus, through the Conference of Non-Govern
mental Organisations enjoying consultative status with UNESCO, which 
comprises some 140 organisations, the League is enabled to maintain contact 
with a variety of institutions active in fields of interest to the Red Cross.
The working groups of this Conference, set up to deal with such subjects as 
youth problems, equal access to education for women, extension of 
educational facilities in Africa, Asia and Latin America, present reports 
to the UNESCO General Conference which are also of benefit to the League 
and especially to its Junior Red Cross, whose scope of activities is 
steadily widening in tune with the changing requirements of modern times.

In one of the technical meetings organised by the Youth Section 
of UNESCO at Chamonix in Prance in 1957» to enquire into the "values to 
which young people remain attracted in East and West", Mr. C.A. Schusselé, 
Director of the Junior Red Cross Bureau, was asked to preside. Because of 
the very positive cooperation existing between the League and this 
organisation, Mr, Schusselé was elected Vice-Chairman of the 7th Conference 
of NGO's, and in May 1962, Chair an of UNESCO's 8th Conference of NGO's.

Contacts with UNESCO have proved fruitful and of great practical 
value in other ways, particularly since 1955? when the League has been recipient 
of travel grants for the benefit of young Junior Red Cross leaders in 
distant countries. These grants, part of the UNESCO Travel Grant Scheme, 
are designed to permit members of youth organisations who would not 
otherwise have the opportunity to travel and study youth activities in 
countries beyond their own immediate areas. Thus far, 21 such grants 
have been awarded, the grantees hailing from Australia, Belgium, Congo,
Ceylon, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, Finland, the German Federal Republic,
Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, Liberia, New Zealand, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Poland, Thailand, Turkey and Yugoslavia. Grantees have visited 
a total of forty-six countries, gaining new experience which has invariably 
proved of benefit not only to them, but to their respective national Junior 
Red Cross Sections. Incidentally, it may be mentioned that for a youth 
organisation which embraces a membership of 58 million youngsters in some 
77 countries, there is a tremendous need for such travel grants. The 
UNESCO gesture is thus a most praiseworthy recognition of this need.

Furthermore, the League is often invited to Conferences organised 
by the UNESCO Youth Institute outside of Munich, The last meeting held 
in September 1962 was for a consultation on the "Place and Role of Youth 
Organisations in Modern Society" - a subject of direct interest to Junior 
Red Cross,

The Organisation of American States has called a conference in 
April this year to consider youth problems and activities in Latin America, 
and the League was asked to participate in this meeting, Such experiences 
are calculated to prove useful in the long run in connection with the 
special attention now being paid to the needs of less developed countries 
in Latin America, Africa and Asia.

Among voluntary organisation concerned with the teaching 
profession, the League attends the annual Conference on Public Instruction
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organised jointly by the International Bureau of Education and UNESCO in 
Geneva each July, Ministers of Education and other high ranking officials 
participate in this important Conference, hence personal contacts 
established with them by the League's representatives prove of value to 
the cause of Junior Bed Cross in different countries. The League was 
also represented at the Conference of the World Confederation of 
Organisations of the Teaching Profession, held in Amsterdam in I960, 
and will invite this organisation to attend the World Conference of 
Educators this year, more of which is mentioned later.

Contacts are also maintained with other teaching and student 
organisations, such as the Coordinating Secretariat of national Unions 
of Students in Holland, the World Federation of Teachers' Unions, and 
the International Union of Students, in Prague. It m  11 he recalled 
that the importance of developing closer cooperation with the teaching 
profession has been frequently emphasised by the Board of Governors, 
and it is in that spirit that relations with these and similar 
organisations are prompted. It is also in response to the latest 
PLesolution of the Board of Governors (Resolution No 26 of the XXVI Session) 
that the World Conference of Educators., mentioned s.bove, has been convened 
in Lausanne, Switzerland, during the present Centenary celebrations, and 
there is every reason to expect that it will furnish an excellent 
opportunity for forging further links of cooperation with some of the 
foremost bodies related to the teaching profession. Representatives of 
UNESCO, WHO, UNICEF and the International Bureau of Education will also 
be invited to attend this Conference,

There remain now a few other organisations to be mentioned, 
whose activities■ in certain aspects interest the League in the field of 
Junior Red Cross, One is the International Union for Child Welfare, 
which in recent years has called meetings on the problems of handicapped 
children, adolescent refugees and dissemination of the Geneva Conventions, 
and the other is the International Children's Centre, which organises 
post-basic courses every year on child welfare services or staff training, 
in "Europe, Africa, Latin América and the Eastern Mediterranean and the 
Far East, It also works closely with './HO, UNESCO, and FAO, and last 
year organised a Seminar on Health and Nutrition in Africa, at virhich 
the League was represented. There is also the International Film Centre, 
in which the former League Educational Adviser, Mr. Louis Verniers, played 
a pioneering part, and which enjoys UNESCO support. Indirect contact, 
mainly through the exchange of publications, is maintained with nearly all 
of the 140 members of the UNESCO Conference of Non-Governmental Organisations, 
Furthermore, informal meetings with officers of various international youth 
organisations having their offices in Geneva are called from time to time 
for exchange of views on matters of common interest.

DISASTER RELIEF

Disaster relief being one of the fundamental obligations of the 
Red.Cross, the League plays an increasingly important role in it, 
particularly when a disaster is of a vast magnitude and is beyond the
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resources of a national Society. The last two decades have unfortunately 
witnessed in different parts of the world serious catastrophes caused 
both hy nature, like floods, earthquakes, tornados and hurricanes, etc,, 
and by human instrumentation, such as conflicts resulting in problems of 
refugees, displaced persons, separation of families, epidemics and so on. 
Sometimes, the extent of a disaster is such that it attracts help from 
several,non-Red Cross international bodies like the United Rations or 
its. specialised agencies, and certain international organisations. To 
cite a few such instances in which the League collaborated with the UR 
agencies, attention may be called to the Algerian, Angola, Togo, Congo 
and Burundi refugee relief operations, and the floods in Somali, in 
which the United Rations High Commissioner for Refugees was the participant; 
the Congo Medical action and the Moroccan paralysis relief operations, 
which were carried out in collaboration Tilth WHO, and the Congo milk 
distribution programme- which was implemented witl UNICEF, It may be noted 
that in the non-governmental organisations Committee on UHICEF, the League 
has come to occupy a more conspicuous position since the League 
representative, Mrs, John Sheppard, was elected its Chairman in September 1962.

Despite the enormity of the operations so far there does not 
exist a general agreement between the League and the UR on how this 
collaboration should be organised. Every case is judged on its own 
merits and decisions are taken on every individual case. The organisation 
for carrying out relief actions has also been different in different 
cases, owing to special circumstances. In some cases a division of 
labour was arranged between participating organisations, but in most 
cases the League has been the operative agency, and was given financial 
and other help by the interested UN organisations. In several instances 
the UR .agencies provided counsellors who took part in the planning of 
the organisation without administrative responsibility.

Discussions within the UR Secretariat and specialised agencies 
on coordination of disaster relief within the UR and outside it are 
however taking place this summer, It seems, owing to the excellent 
collaboration between the UR and the League, that the special role of the 
Red Cross will be emphasised when the results of these discussions are 
communicated to the UR Economic and Social Council, and/or the General 
Assembly,

Whatever the size of the operation or the nature of the 
organisation set up to carry it out, the League always adheres to its 
ideals of political, racial and religious non-discrimination, and in
dependence, being scrupulously careful to guard its autonomy and not to 
subordinate itself to any outside organisation, be it governmental or 
non-governmental. With that end in view, it sees that an action is not 
completely financed by outside means, but that there is an interest within 
the Red Cross to take part in the financing. In general, the League has 
kept to the principle that the delegates directly representing the League 
are financed by Red Cross means. The League's special concern is for its 
independent, status, and this is appreciated by the United Nations 
organisations and various participating bodies. As a matter of policy,
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therefore, the League ensures that its traditional independence and 
integrity are safeguarded on evqry occasion a contract or agreement is 
made with an outside agency on collaboration in the relief field, as in 
other undertakings ,

As is well known, the League’s disaster relief activities are 
as a rule restricted to the emergency phase. Every effort is therefore 
made to terminate a relief action as quickly as possible without getting 
involved in long-range programmes and more permanent actions, like 
reconstruction and rehabilitation v/hich are left to the Government 
concerned in collaboration with the UN or other agencies. Nevertheless, 
there have been exceptions where the League had to continue to work in the 
reconstruction or rehabilitation phase. Such exceptions were due to 
special circumstances where it was difficult to divide the emergency from 
the rehabilitation, as was the case with the action for Moroccan paralysis 
victims of adulterated oil, which by its very nature had to be prolonged 
until the patients were cured.. Actions undertaken for the Agadir and Iran 
earthquakes had to exceed the emergency phase, because the League was 
provided with considerable resources which had to be utilized for the benefit 
of those for v/hom they T/ere meant and could not be diverted to any other 
channel. This deviation is however in conformity with the basic principles 
of Red Cross disaster relief, formulated according to Resolution No, X of 
the 23rd Session of the Board of Governors in Oslo, 1954> which, inter 
alia, provides that the "primary aim of the Red Cross is to meet emergencies. 
However, should additional funds from international sources remain after 
the emergency has been met, these funds may be used for rehabilitation, 
provided the donor society concurs, In such cases, the funds should go 
first to the rehabilitation of the most needy individuals". The best 
example of resettlement programme is furnished by the League’s action 
on behalf of the Watutsi refugees who were not only given temporary national 
assistance, but were helped to resettle in their new homes by taking an 
active part in the building of houses and giving them means of cultivating 
the land allotted to them, This shows that the only complete solution 
to certain refugee problems lies in the integration of the exiled populations 
into a new economic framework which will free them from dependence on any 
outside assistance.

The League's collaboration with other agencies also raises the 
question of relief material to be provided by them. A series of meetings 
were held in Strasbourg in 1954--55 with representatives of a certain number 
of intergovernmental agencies, including UNICEF, with whom it was agreed 
that the Red Cross would limit its gifts to articles of human need, while 
governments would seek to provide aid of a public character such as 
bulldozers, cranes, pontoon bridges, emergency communications, etc., and 
for reconstruction. Moroever, it will be recalled that the Relief Advisory 
Committee of the League, meeting in Istanbul in July i960 urged, among 
other things, that while continuing to try to meet as many human needs as 
possible, greater coordination be effected between Governments, inter
governmental agencies and non-governmental organisations, with the League 
to ensure that these needs are competently assessed and defined and that 
duplication is avoided, This has been constantly borne in mind.
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The League has recently initiated new links of cooperation with 
the UN/FAO World Food Programme which, inter alia, aims at meeting food 
needs in emergencies arising from unforeseen or uncontrollable causes 
such as earthquakes, floods, droughts, as well as from refugee migration.

THE BED CROSS CENTENARY

The Red Gross has been happy to note, on the occasion of its 
Centenary, that a number of international organisations have paid tribute 
to the Red Cross mentioning the fields of collaboration, A few examples 
will illustrate this. The first Red Cross Centenary Year Message 
received from a non-Red Cross Organisation was that of the Director- 
General of the World Health Organisation, Dr, M.G. Candau. It has been 
widely published in the world press, A special 48-page edition of the 
WHO's magazine "World Health" (April 1963) , including several pages in 
colour, is dedicated to the Red Cross, The issue is being printed in some 
115,000 copies in the English, Sp -nish and French languages.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Felix 
Schnyder, has paid a special tribute to the Red Cross by publishing a 
brochure entitled "The Red Cross and the Refugees", In the introductory 
message to the brochure, he has dedicated it to "All members of the Red 
Cross Movement everywhere", with the High Commissioner's "gratitude and 
that of the countless refugees for whom the Red Cross emblem will forever 
be a symbol of man's humanity to man". In a single publication for the 
first time the brochure makes an overall survey of the international aid 
given through the Red Cross for refugees from World War I to the present, 
and portrays a collaboration which is firmly establidied and expanding.

The message from the International Federation of Surgical 
Colleges, expressing its happiness and pride in collaborating with the 
Red Cross and assisting its work in any possible manner, inter alia, 
declares "No organisation could have earned more fully the gratitude and 
admiration of the whole world than the Red Cross, which now for one 
hundred years has striven sc earnestly and so successfully to relieve 
the sufferings of humanity. That the Red Cross can appear on any scene 
unmolested and unsuspected of political intrigue is a tribute to the 
integrity with which it has carried out its works of mercy throughout 
the years of its existence".

The International Council of Nurses brought out a series of 
three Red Cross Centenary Year articles in its monthly official organ, 
during the first half of 1963.

The International Air Transport Association has taken the 
opportunity of the Red Cross Centenary year to pay special tribute to 
the Red Cross movement and to pledge anew the cooperation of its 95 
Member Airlines in the accomplishment of urgent humanitarian missions 
to which it has so often lent valuable help by airlifting relief staff
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and supplies- The members of the International Air Transport Associations 
have flown millions of miles, carried countless tons of supplies in the 
effort to relieve human suffering and the great majority of these mercy 
airlifts were organised at the call of the Red Cross.

The World Veterans Federation’s Council has recommended that 
all World Veterans Federation Member Associations on the occasion of the 
"Centenary of the Foundation of the Red Cross" take an active part in 
supporting "initiatives in fields of mutual interest, in their respective 
countries, by the Red Cross, Red Crescent or Red Lion and Sun Societies 
during 1963". As an acknowledgment of the traditional links between war 
veterans and the Red Cross, the World Veterans Federation's annual "Blood 
for Peace" campaign'will be carried out wherever possible through Red 
Cross donor centres. In the month of June 1963 this Campaign will be, 
in the words of the Federation's Secretary General, Mr. Norman Acton,
"a demonstration of sympathy with the ideals of the Red Cross, whose 
name and symbol mean more to Veterans than almost any other body of men".

The World I oung Women's Christian Association has published 
a six-page illustrated article in the May 1963 issue of its Journal "World 
Young Women's Christian Association Monthly". The article closes with 
these words: "This Centenary Year stands between a part in which miracles 
have been achieved and a future which calls for the personal involvement 
of more and more men, women and young people to give their time, their 
blood and their helping hands, one to another, all over the viorld in the 
name of humanity",

The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts also published 
an important illustrated article on the Red Cross Centenary in the first 
quarterly issue of its official journal "Council Fire",

The Cannes International Film Festival for the first time lent 
its auspices and facilities to the League's "International Festival of 
Red Cross Centenary Films" at which National Societies of twenty countries 
presented a total of twenty-seven films in this first Red Cross film 
festival,

International Photo and Cine Exhibition, "Photokina" of Cologne 
lent its cooperation to the League by presenting in March 1963, as a 
feature of the 1963 "Photokina", a special professional Photographer's 
Exhibit on the theme "Man's Humanity to Man" in honour of the Red Cross 
Movement on the occasion of its Centenary.

The League feels encouraged by the volume and variety of 
cooperation and expressions of goodwill and appreciation itself and the 
International Red Cross as a whole, has been privileged to receive from 
an increasing number of international organisations. This may be 
interpreted as a good omen for the future collaborations with the Red 
Cross and these organisations during the second Century of the Red Cross,
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Annex

RELATIONS WITH THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE

This text prepared by the Council of Europe illustrates, 
as an example, the relations between a non-Red Cross 
organisation and the League of Red Cross Societies.

1. The relations 'between the League and the Council have been effective 
since 1956 when Mr. de Rouge, then Secretary General of the League, 
accompanied by Mr. Dunning, then Under Secretary General, held 
discussions with the officers of the Council in Strasbourg.

2. The League is regularly represented by an observer at sessions of the 
Committee of Experts on Public Health, as well as at meetings of some 
of its bodies, notably the Sub-Committee of Specialists on Blood 
Problems.

3. Blood problems

a) Improving the recruitment of blood donors

Following the receipt of a memorandum from the League 
of Red Cross Societies the Committee on Local Authorities of the 
Consultative Assembly gave its attention at the end of i960 to 
the problem of the recruitment of blood donors. A draft resolu
tion was prepared by the Committee for submission to the 
Consultative Assembly with the aim of inviting the local 
authorities of rural areas, where full use did-not seem to have 
been made of potential blood donors, to use their influence with 
the local populations in order to develop the recruitment of 
donors. This draft was adopted by the Consultative Assembly on 
26 September 1961. Resolution 212 (1961) of the Consultative 
Assembly invited "municipal and regional authorities in the 
member countries and the various organisations representing them 
at the national or European level, in particular, the European 
Conference of Local Authorities, to consider the advisability of 
launching a propaganda campaign in co-operation with the League 
of Red Cross Societies and the Red Cross Societies in the member 
countries, with the purpose of organising or developing the 
collection of blood in rural areas."
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The European Conference of Local Authorities which 
represents the local authorities of member countries within 
the Council of Europe, was to reply to the appeal of the 
Consultative Assembly on the occasion of its fourth session.

In Resolution 26 (1962) adopted on 23 March 1962 the 
Conference decided to promote the collection of blood and give 
its support to campaigns organised by the Red Cross. It 
invited the local authorities of member countries to render ■ 
every possible assistance in this connection and more especially 
to participate in a campaign the different factors and phases 
of which were specified in the Resolution.

Resolution 26 fixed the start of the campaign at the 
national level on the basis of cooperation between National 
Red Cross Societies and national associations of local authori
ties. Then, at the regional level and on the basis of blood 
transfusion areas, a programme was laid down for transfusion 
centres and officers of regional branches of associations of 
local authorities"to prepare for the visits of mobile blood 
transfusion units to the different localities. Provision was 
also made for appeals to the population by the local authorities 
and for the possible establishment of local committees.

Asked to give its opinion by the Committee of 
Ministers of the Council of Europe, the Committee of Experts' 
on Public Health has just pronounced itself in favour of the 
project.

The planned campaign could therefore begin in the 
near future.

Moreover the Sub-Committee of Specialists on Blood 
Problems is studying this question in close cooperation with 
the League, taking into account the relative work done by the 
European Conference of Local Authorities. The observer of the 
League, Dr. Z. S. Hantchef, Director of the Health and Social 
Service Bureau, has been appointed Expert Consultant in this 
connection.

b) Manual on Blood Transfusion

In close cooperation with the League and the WHO the 
Sub-Committee of Specialists on Blood Problems in studying the 
preparation of a European manual on the organisation of blood 
transfusion services and on blood transfusion techniques.
Dr. Z. S. Hantchef regularly keeps the Sub-Committee informed 
of the work already undertaken in this field by the League, the 
WHO and the International Society of Blood Transfusion.
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4· Standardization of nursing instruction

Two Working Groups of the Committee of Experts have already 
(1961 and 1962) studied this question with the active participation 
of a League observer, Miss Hentsch. The work thus done could he 
continued with a view to drafting a European agreement.

5. Agreements between neighbouring countries on disaster relief

On the occasion of disasters occurring in different European 
countries in the course of the last ten years the bodies of the 
Council of Europe competent for local authority questions have 
tried to persuade the local authorities of the countries not 
affected to take a more active part in the gestures of inter
national solidarity called forth by the disasters. This was 
notably the case in connection with the tidal wave in the Worth 
Sea in January 1953» the earthquake in Greece in Wovember 1953 
and the Erejus disaster.

Appeals were made to municipal and regional authorities, 
and their response was most encouraging. The action taken 
consisted of various collections, the dispatch of supplies, the 
granting of subsidies and sometimes even arragements for 
sponsorship and reconstruction.

Closer cooperation with the League of Red Cross Societies 
would no doubt considerably increase the effectiveness of these 
efforts.

The League has supplied the 'forking Group of the Committee 
of Experts charged with studying this question with all the docu
ments and information in its possession with regard to agreements 
concluded between National Red Cross Societies in Europe.

6. Health education

Following an enquiry the Committee of Experts submitted a 
report on Camping Hygiene, which aroused the interest of National 
Societies members of the League. Dr. Z. S. Hantchef, on behalf 
of the League, supported the proposal to establish a European 
agreement in this connection.

7. Civil defence

The local authorities play a leading role in the protection 
of populations in the event of disasters or armed conflicts. This 
state of affairs has led some members of the European Conference of 
Local Authorities of the Council of Europe to think that the 
Conference could play a useful role in this field at the inter
national level. It notably seems that the Conference could join in
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the efforts of the InternationalCommittee of the lied Cross and 
Red Cross Societies to make Governments more fully aware of the 
problems raised by the status of civil defence bodies in wartime. 
The. attention of Governments could in particular be drawn to the 
advisability of strengthening the protection accorded by inter
national law to the personnel of these bodies.

With the assistance of the League of Red Cross Societies 
it might also be possible for the European Conference of Local 
Authorities to make a comparative study of new ventures and local 
practices in the civil defence field. This study would be likely 
to bring to light well-tried methods and solutions which could 
usefully be communicated to communal authorities.

8. Road safety
The League was represented by Dr. Z. S. Hantchef at the 

Ad Hoc Conference on Road Safety, which was held in Strasbourg 
from 12 to 14 April 1962.

oOo·
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