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A G- E H D A

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries.

2„ Statement by Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross, (transferred to the Agenda for 
the Plenary Session),

3» One hundred years of service to humanity, The Red Cross 
on the threshold of its second century;
a) Reports of national Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red 

Lion and Sun Societies „
b) Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross.
c) Report of the League of Red Cross Societies.

3bis. Relief actions

3. Development and nature of relations of the Red Cross 
with non-Red Cross Organizations.
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COUNCIL  OF DELEGATES

GENERAL COMMISSION

DG/3 a, Id, c/l

Item 3 of the Agenda

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SERVICE TC HUMANITY, THE RED CROSS ON THE 
THRESHOLD OP ITS SECOND CENTURY

Draft resolution submitted by the Venezuelan Red Cross

Having .taken note-of the Reports submitted to it, the General 
Commission thanks the ICRC, the League and each National Society 
for the humanitarian work done since the origin of the Red Cross 
Movements, which.has in recent years expanded considerably, 'to the 
great honour of the institution. '
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COMMISSION GENERALE 

F oint 5 de i 1 ordre du ,i our

Cent ans au service de l'humanité. La Croix- 
Rouge au seuil de son second siècle.

(Projet de Résolution présenté par la Croix-Rouge vénézuélienne)

Ayant pris ncte des rapports qui lui ont été soumis, la 
Commission générale remercie le CICR, la Ligue et chacune des Sociétés 
nationales de l ’oeuvre humanitaire menée depuis l ’origine du mouvement 
de la ^roix-Rouge et qui a pris en ces dernières années une ampleur consi
dérable, tout à l ’honneur de l ’institution.
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GEUSRnL· COMMISSION 

Item 3 of the Agenda

OKS HUNDRED YEARS 01' SERVICE TO HUMANITY .

THE RED CROSS OH TEC THRESHOLD 01 ITS SBCOMD CEHTÜRY

Participation of the Soviet Red Cross in the 
Commemoration of the Red Crose Centenary

/ CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
Geneva. 28 August -  lO September 1P63

In 18545 during the Crimean War? the great Russian surgeon 
and humanist, N. Pirogov, organised medico-social assistance to the
wounded by the detachment of Bisters of Charity established by him.

Whilst recognising Pirogov1s great merit in organising 
medical assistance to the sick and wounded, the Alliance of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies of U.S.S.R. pays tribute to the eminent 
Swiss humanist, Henry Dunant, and is widely commemorating the hundredth 
anniversary of the International Red Cross Organisation set up on his 
initiative.

At the end of 1962 hr snrik ’Beer, Secretary General of the 
League of Red Cross Societies, visited the Soviet Union at the invi
tation of the Executive Committee of the .alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, hr Beer gave detailed study to the activities 
of the Alliance in the towns and villages.

More than once he made a speech to active Red Cross members. 
He also spoke on television. He gave a detailed account of the 
activities of the International Red Cross and of the Centenary celeb
rations which would be organised. .Many active Red Gross members 
listened to Mr Beer with great interest, and he was asked many ques
tions concerning the Red Cross Centenary,



The Fifth Soviet Congress of the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies was held last May in Moscow,

In the report of the Executive Committee of the Soviet Red 
Cross the attention of participants was drawn to the fact that this 
year was that of the Centenary of the International Red Cross in the 
celebration of which the Alliance is actively participating.

This year talks on the Centenary of the International Red 
Cross and lectures on its origins and activities are being organised 
within all the local Red Cross and Red Crescent branches, establish
ments, firms, schools, rural communities and transport concerns.

On the occasion of the Centenary of the International Red 
Cross many basic organisations of the Alliance have entered into more 
binding commitments with regard to all forms of activity. The member
ship of the Alliance has considerably increased this year.

The Executive Committee of the Soviet Red Cross has published 
a Centenary brochure giving a detailed account of the origins and 
activities of the International Red Cross. Many copies of this bro
chure were printed, and it has been widely distributed throughout the 
country.

At the request of the Executive Committee of the Soviet Red 
Cross, the U.3.S.R. Postal Authorities have issued postage stamps and 
envelopes - devoted to the Red. Cross Centenary and bearing the Centenary 
Emblem.

The review "The Soviet Red Cross" has devoted a.series of 
articles to this event and notably one entitled "The Red Cross is 
100 years old", which was written by Mr .¡Vikolai Tchikalenko, Under. 
Secretary General of the League of Red Cross Societies. In this 
article he evokes the creation of the International Red Cross and 
its present activities and emphasises the prestige it enjoys as a 
humanitarian organisation, a prestige which was won in a century of 
existence. It also publishes messages of congratulation sent on the 
occasion of the Red Cross Centenary by Mr John A. Macaulay, Chairman 
of the League of Red Cross Societies, and Dr Candau, Director General 
of the world Health Organization.

The Soviet Rod Cross has taken much trouble in selecting 
documents and other material for the International Exhibition organised 
in Geneva on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary. Me were able 
to find in the State Archives unique documents reflecting the activi
ties of the Red Cross Society of Russia in the last century during
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the Franco-Prussian, the Ausso-Turkish, Spanish-American, Ethiopian 
and other Wars. A large number of historical documents relating to 
Red Cross activities during the Russo-Japanese War and the two World 
Wars was also collected. For the International Exhibition of the Red 
Cross we have sent to Geneva 73 copies of historical documents, 47 old 
and new posters published by the Red Cross Society of Russia and the 
Soviet Red Cross and material on the history of the Soviet Red Cross 
and its international activities, the Alliance and Public Health and 
the Junior Red Cross in the U.S.S.R.

The film "Autumn of Hope", produced by the Soviet Red Cross 
on its participation in the anti-poliomyelitis campaign, was sent to 
the International Festival of Red Cross Centenary Films in Cannes.
It was awarded the prize of the Presidium of the German Red Cross in 
the German Democratic Republic.

On 1st September large meetings devoted to the Centenary of 
the International Red Cross will be held within the Soviet Red Cross 
and Red Crescent organisations.

In August the President of the Executive Committee of the 
Alliance spoke on the radio. He evoked the origins and activities 
of the International Red Cross organisation and called upon all the 
international and national Red Cross organisations to join all peace
ful forces in the fight to free mankind from the horrors of thermo
nuclear war and to promote peace and friendship between peoples.

hrb/27/8/63/26ll
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GENERAL commission

Item 3 of the Agenda

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OP SERVICE TO HUMANITY 

THE RED CROSS ON THE THRESHOLD OF ITS SECOND CENTURY

(Report Presented by the Czechoslovak Red Cross)

The Red Cross Movement is this year celebrating its Centenary. 
In the course of the last hundred years, and in particular after World 
War I, there have been many changes in the activities of the Red Cross.

Whereas the training of personnel and preparations for war 
were the main activities of National Red Cross Societies up to the 
end of World War I, the position was different after this war. Since 
then the bringing' up-to-date of a programme covering the activities 
of National Red Cross Societies in peacetime has been given top 
priority.

Red Cross volunteers, in the course of their activities on 
the battlefields, have had the opportunity of getting to know the whole 
extent of misery and suffering caused by war. Tens of millions of 
people killed and injured and children without homes or parents, the 
ruins of formerly prosperous townss such was the picture at the end of 
World Wars I and II.

The most urgent task today is to prevent this evil involving 
the blind massacre of men and the destruction of all things of value. 
Active daily efforts to promote the cause of peace in the most varied 
fields of humanitarian activity should be of prime concern to the 
International Red Cross organisations and National Red Cross Societies 
in the spirit of Resolution No. XI adopted by the Board of Governors 
at its XIXth session in Oxford in 1946, in which it was stated?
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"Taking into account the fatal results of the past war, the Board of 
Governors considers that a most important task of the League and the 
National Led Cross Societies lies in every-day effort to preserve 
peace and in gathering all forces and means together in order to 
prevent future world wars".

And Resolution No. LXIV adopted at the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross specified more precisely the forms which 
this effort to promote peace should takes

"The history of mankind shows that the campaign against the 
terrible scourge of war cannot achieve success if it is limited to 
the political sphere... Peace is not simply the absence of a state 
of war| it must be won in hard combat by tireless exertion day after 
day in the most varied fields of human activity".

This Centenary offers us a remarkable opportunity not only 
of assessing the past, but also of drawing up a constructive plan 
with which to face present problems. The International Red Cross 
Bodies and the National Societies have many tasks to carry out in the 
medical and social fields as two-thirds of the people living on this 
planet - so highly developed from the' technical point of view - suffer 
from hunger. The solution of this problem is a matter of such urgency 
that the theme of I/orld Health Day this year was "Hunger - Disease of 
Millions". In this connection we would recall that about one milliard 
people are still threatened by malaria and that 150 million suffer 
from it| 500 million also suffer fcom trachoma. 10 million blind people 
call, out for assistance, whilst another 10 million are stricken by 
leprosy (80̂ o of them without effective treatment). There are also 
tens and hundreds of millions who die of or suffer from tuberculosis. 
Typhoid, cholera, smallpox, infantile paralysis and infectious hepa
titis also continue to take their toll. As regards cancer, heart and 
artery troubles, mental and psychic illnesses and accidents, they 
represent serious problems for countries with highly developed economies.
To help to solve these urgent problems - a source of immense suffering - 
above all through health education is in conformity with the principles
and mission of the Red Cross.

If we add to this the necessity of bringing relief to coun
tries stricken by disasters and also free social services, we have a 
great variety of tasks in peacetime which need to be carried out very 
urgently for the benefit of humanity. The long-term programme drawn 
up by the League on the basis of the experience it has acquired to 
date would be a remarkable project and a worthy element in the cele
bration of this anniversary. It ’would also worthily inaugurate the 
nexw century.
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The basis for this might perhaps be the conclusions reached 
at the meeting held in Cannes in 1919 under the presidency of Professor
Smile Roux, the closest colleague of Professor Louis Pasteur. The main 
aim was proclaimed in the following words? "to extend greatly the 
activities of the Red Cross in time of peace to the prevention of 
disease and the betterment of the health and general welfare of the 
people in all countries". In our opinion it would be advisable to re
consider the aim of this conclusion and bring it up-to-date.

This programme would be executed by the League in close 
cooperation with the World Health Organization, UNICEF, UNESCO and 
other organisations concerned with medical and social problems at the 
international level and by the National Societies in collaboration 
with the relevant institutions of their countries.

The implementation of this programme would fulfil the hopes 
expressed in the last paragraph of the minutes adopted by the Delegates 
to the Cannes Conferences

"We are confident that this movement, assured as it is at 
the outset of the moral support of civilization, has in it great 
possibilities of adding immeasurably to the happiness and welfare of 
mankind".

With reference to item 3 of the Agenda of the General Com
mission, we therefore recommend the Council of Delegates to entrust 
the present Advisory Committees of the League with 'working out such 
a programme and submitting their project to the Board of Governors at 
its next session or to entrust this task to a Commission specially 
formed for this purpose.

P.203l/hrb/28/8/63



CENTENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS
Geneva. 28 August -  10 September 1963

COUNCIL  OF DELEGATES

DG 4/3

GEHERa L COIMISSIOH 

Item 4 of the Agenda,

THE GROWTH AITD EXTENT OF RED GROSS RELATIONS 

WITH NON-RED CROSS ORGANISATIONS

(Statement by the Afghan Red Crescent)

On the occasion of the Centenary of the Red Cross, the 
Afghan Red Crescent delegation takes the opportunity of extending 
its sincere congratulations to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies.

We should like to thank the Swiss Red Cross for its contri
bution to the success of the Centenary and for its hospitality.

The heartfelt congratulations of our Delegation are also 
extended to the representatives of the Rational Societies who have 
recently been admitted to the great family of those who devote them
selves to the service of humanity.

We are delighted to note that the.membership of the League 
has exceeded the Hundred-mark, which is itse.lf proof both of the 
success of the idea and the progress the Red. Cross has made day by 
day towards fulfilling its aim of universality^ a concept which is 
one of the foundations of the Red Cross,

We should never forget the remarkable achievement of Henry 
Dunant, who remains one of the truly great personalities in history.

Our Afghan Red Crescent Society (Sara Miacht) is honoured 
to have the opportunity of commemorating this historic day in all 
towns of Afghanistan by unprecedented celebrations.

His Highness Ahmed Shah, High President of the Society, is 
keenly interested in the Congress, one of the highlights of the 
Centenary Commemoration.
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The National Red Crescent Society of Afghanistan was 
founded in 1934 and recognised by the C-overnment in April, 1954? it 
became a member of the League the same year.

However, even in the course of its very first years of 
existence and through the preliminary stages of its growth, the 
Society carried out its tasks in earnest and provided health and 
social relief. Amongst the important initiatives displayed by the 
Society may be mentioned the assistance it gave during the vast floods 
at Tchassansour and the terrible Saighan and Kahnard earthquakes.

Our Society also gave assistance to the Red Cross, Red 
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies in other countries.

Likewise, other Societies have helped us in our difficulties 
when we were struck by disaster.

I am happy to be able to say that in the course of the last 
few months a new spirit of initiative has been in evidence in the 
activities of our Society, for Prince Ahmed Shah has been kind 
enough to accept the high office of President of our Society in which 
reform and new organisation have been introduced. Our Society thus 
finds itself on the threshold of an era and new development. The new 
organisation is consistent with the tasks and fundamentals of the Red 
Cross and with objectives laid down.

Our Society's main task is the training of medical personnel 
and first aid workers. The preliminary steps have already been 
taken in the field of blood transfusion and the recruitment of donors. 
Our Society is anxious to extend and equip its medical units, so that 
it may speedily go into action in the event of emergency and perform 
effective and useful service. The setting up of first aid posts also 
has a place in our programme.

The promotion of personnel training has been the subject of 
study and it is our intention to make giant strides in the scope which 
•exists for progress in this field. Serious consideration is being 
given to the preparation of youth groups for Red Cross duties and we 
attach particular importance to this. We also aim at improving and 
developing our social services.

It must not be forgotten that all sectors, both governmental 
and non-governmental, are contributing to the development and reform 
of our Society. The Ministers of War, Public Health, éducation and 
Internal Affairs maintain particularly close connection with our Society 
and co-operate with us in this sphere.
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As I have just emphasized, all these actions and aspirations 
are of recent origin and are only in their early stages. There are 
no doubt difficulties to be overcome in the fulfilment of these pro
grammes 5 but we are firmly resolved to let no hindrance stand in our 
way and we shall be happy to see the League of Red Cross Societies 
co-operate with us to solve these problems together with those of the 
League.

It is most gratifying for us to see that useful initiative 
is today being taken towards thvj safeguarding of peace in the world.

Peace and world security, apart from the happiness which 
it brings to humanity, constitutes an important tower of strength in 
the struggle against disasters and the scourges to which humanity is 
subject.

It is a cause for rejoicing that today the world is con
scious of these truths and that particular attention is being paid to 
the maintenance of peace and to the conclusion of an agreement on the 
prohibition and restriction of nuclear tests.

The welcome with which the countries of the world greeted 
this agreement is a manifestation of joy and appears like a light to 
guide us to the consolidation of peace for the future.

P .2134/hrb/3/9/63
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BG/4/4

Itom 4 of the Agenda

DEVELOPLiilNT AND NATURE OF RELATIONS OF THE RED CRCSS WITH NON RED
CROSS ORGANISATIONS

(Rosolution presented, by the British Red Cross Society)

The Council of Delegates

Noting the need for the close co-operation of the Red Cross with 
other organisations undertaking relief work.

Deems it advisable in view of the developing activities of the 
League and its contacts with a wider range of organisations to define 
the correct channels of communication so as to ensure that the League 
Secretariat and the National Societies work in the closest co-operation, 
avoiding both delays and overlapping.

Accepts the general rule that the League Secretariat does not make 
contact with national non-Red Cross organisations .or individuals in any 
country except through the National Society concerned.

Stipulates that if in certain cases of exceptional urgency this general 
rule cannot be observed the National Societies must be kept fully informed.

P 21J2/gss/5.9.63
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COMMISSION GENERALE 

Point 4 de l'Ordre du Jour

Développement et nature des relations de la. Croix-Rouge 
avec les organisations non Croix-Rouge 

(Résolution présentée pa.r la Croix-Rouge britannique)

Le Conseil des Délégués,
Notant le besoin d'une coopération étroite entre la Croix- 

Rouge et les autres organisations assumant des activités dans le 
domaine des secours,

Estime, judicieux, étant donné les activités en plein déve
loppement qui sont celles de la Ligue et les contacts de celle-ci avec 
un large éventail d'organisations, de définir les meilleurs canaux 
de communication, de façon à s'assurer que le Secrétariat de la 
Ligue et les Sociétés nationales travaillent dans la coopération 
la plus étroite, évitant à là fois les retards et les chevauchements,

Souscrit à la règle générale selon laquelle le Secrétariat 
de la Ligue no prend contant avec des organisations nationales non 
Croix-Rouge ou des particuliers dans n'importe quel pays, que par 
l'intermédiaire de la Société nationale de ce pays,

Stipule que, lorsque dans certains ca,s d'urgence exceptionnelle, 
cette règle générale ne peut pas être observée, les Sociétés natio
nales doivent être tenues au courant de l'ensemble des tractations

P.2132/gj/3·9·63


