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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RESOLUTIONS VOTED BY

THE XIXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS

Before examining each of the Resolutions below, the Inter,- 
ndJonaL Commitsce and the League would call attention to the fact that they 
communicated all the Resolutions adopted at New Delhi after the Conference 
to the Governments and National Societies.

In so doing, the International Committee drew special attention 
to Resolutions nos. 9 and 13, so far as the Governments were concerned, 
and to Resolutions 13 to 22 and 30, so far as the National Societies were 
concerned.

Similarly, the League drew the attention of the National Societies 
to Resolutions 10 to 13, 14 and 22 to 34.

I

Reports by National Societies

”The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
having taken note of the reports submitted by National Societies 

on their work,
receives these reports, 
directs that they be filed, 
thanks the National Societies which submitted them."

This Resolnticn required no action. The Reports were duly 
filed.

II

Reports of the International Committee of the Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
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having received the reports of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on its work from 1952 to 1957,

accepts these reports
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for having 

submitted them. "

This Resolution called for no action.

Ill

Report of the League of Red Cross Societies

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having received the report of the League of Red Cross Societies 

on its work from 1952 to 1956,
accepts this report,
thanks the League of Red Cross Societies for having submitted it. M

This Resolution called for no action.

IV

Report on the action taken on the Resolutions of the

XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having received the report of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on the action taken 
on the Resolutions of the XVIIIth International Conference of the 
Red Cross,

accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee and the League for having 

submitted it."

This Resolution called for no action



V

Empress Shôken Fund

’’The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having received the report of the Empress Shôken Fund presented 

by the Joint Commission of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies,

considering the proposal submitted to it by the Joint Commission 
in the annex to its report,

accepts the report,
thanks the Joint Commission for its administration of the Fund, 
decides to amend the Regulations of the Fund aa follows:

(a) Addition of the following sentence to Article 2, paragraph I, after 
the second sentence:

"The institution from which the Chairman is drawn shall also 
provide the Commission’s Secretariat for that same year".

(b) Addition of a new article 5-bis as follows :
"National Red Cross Societies which feel obliged by circum

stances to put the allocations received to uses other than those 
specified in their applications for grants under Article 4 must 
ask for the Joint Commission’s approval before doing so."

(c) Addition of a new article 5-ter as follows:
"The National Red Cross Societies shall send to the Joint 

Commission in due time, a report on the use of the allocations 
received. "

(d) Amendment as follows to paragraph I of article 8 of the Regula
tions ;

Article 8. - "The Joint Commission shall present to each 
International Conference of the Red Cross a report on the financial 
situation of the Fund, the allocations which have been made since 
the preceding Conference and the use made of those allocations by 
the National Societies«"

The text of the Regulations actually in force was sent to all 
the National Societies, on 11 April 1958, as an annex to circular Ko 49 of 
the Joint Commission. In each of its circulars the latter draws the 
attention of beneficiaries to Article 6 of these new Regulations, which 
prohibits them from assigning the grant made for other purpose than 
those specified without the previous consent of the Commission. It 
furthermore reminds them that Article 7 requires them to report in due 
course on the use they have made of the allocation received.

t



- 4 -

VI

Augusta Trust Fund

’’The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
having received the report on the Augusta Trust Fund submitted 

by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for its admi

nistration of the Fund. "

This Resolution called for no action.

VII

Flore?':ce Nightingale Medal

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having received the report on the award of the Florence Nightingale 

Medal submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for its admi

nistration, "

This Resolution called for no action.

VIII

Foundation for the International Committee of the Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having received the report on the Foundation for the International 

Committee of the Red Cross submitted by the Council of this Fund, 
accepts the report,
thanks the Council for its administration. "

This Resolution called for no action
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D£

Commission for the financing of the International

Committee of the Red Cross

nThe XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
whereas the Commission set up by the XVIIth International Conference 

of the Red Cross in its Resolution No: 8 has concluded its work and 
submitted its report,

whereas, according to this report, a number of National Societies 
have made regular voluntary annual contributions to the International 
Committee and whereas the continuation of this support and contributions 
from all National Societies are desirable, justified, and necessary,

whereas, also, appeals are made by the International Committee 
to Governments which are members of the International Conference 
of the Red Cross in accordance with the Resolution of the Diplomatic 
Conference held in Geneva in 1949 and the participation of National Socie
ties in passing on and supporting these appeals varies of necessity from 
country to country according to national custom,

decides:
(a) that the report of the Commission set up by the XVIIth International 

Conference of the Red Cross in accordance with the above mentioned 
Resolution is approved,

(b) that each National Red Cross Society accepts its obligation as a 
member of the International Red Cross to pay regular, voluntary, annual 
contributions to the International Committee,

(c) that each National Red Cross Society will continue to take such steps 
as it considers advisable with regard to financial appeals made to 
Governments by the International Committee in accordance with the 
above Resolution of the 1949 Diplomatic Conference,

(d) that a new Commission shall be appointed consisting of the National 
Societies of Czechoslovakia, Great Britain, India, Mexico and the 
Netherlands. "

The new Commission set up hereunder met as planned and has . 
held regular sessions. It will lay its report before the Council of Delegates.
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X

Special Facilities

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering the situation of National Societies which have not been 

granted adequate facilities by their Governments to accomplish their 
missions such as :
(a) the granting of rapid visas and travel facilities to Red Cross personnel 

going on official duty in a foreign country with the agreement of the 
National Society of the country concerned;

(b) rapid transfer from one country to another of funds for Red 
Cross work;

(c) rapid movement free of charge of Red Cross medical and other 
relief supplies for disaster needs;

(d) exemption from custom duties and other duties on Red Cross 
relief supplies;

(e) exemption from taxes on fund -raising schemes in aid of disaster 
relief;

urges National Societies once again to bring this matter to the notice 
of their Governments indicating to them benefits already granted to a large 
number of National Societies and to request from their Governments that 
similar facilities be accorded to enable the Sociaties effectively to discharge 
their duties in disaster relief. "

In February 1958, the League drew the attention of all National 
Societies to this Resolution and at the same time forwarded a commentary 
underlining that the obtainment of those facilities was of paramount importance 
to the constant development of Red Cross activities, and an urgent necessity 
in the case of disaster relief. It urged those National Societies which had not 
yet benefitted from these facilities to continue to press their Governments 
by all possible means.

Both the International Committee and the League have drawn the 
attention of all future National Societies to this Resolution, encouraging them 
to approach their respective governments and request that those facilities 
also be accorded them.
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XI

Algerian Refugees

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cress, 
considering that a large number of Algerians, the majority being 

composed of women, children and aged persons who, fleeing from events 
in Algeria, have taken refuge in Tunisia and Morocco;

considering that the majority of these refugees, whose numbers are 
increasing daily, are absolutely destitute; that the approaching severe winter 
in North Africa will render still worse the living conditions of this mass of 
human beings who are already homeless, undernourished, without sufficient 
clothing and deprived of all means of resistance against illness,

considering that the assistance given by the Tunisian and Moroccan 
Governments, the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Tunisian 
Red Crescent as well as other associations animated by the Red Cross spirit, 
is not sufficient to prevent the serious danger which threatens the existence 
of these innocent victims of the war;

considers that only an effort of an international and universal nature 
would be able to meet the immense resources required to give assistance 
to those hundreds of thousands of human beings,

guided by the humanitarian spirit which the associations composing it 
have so frequently show: during recent similar situations,

makes an urgent appeal to the world for similar efforts to be made on 
behalf of the Algerian refugees. "

Shortly after the XIXth Conference, on 10th December 1957 
the International Committee of the Red Cress and the League of Red Cress 
Societies launched a joint appeal to all National Societies on behalf of 90, 000 
Algerian refugees in Tunisia and Morocco. Thanks to the quick response of 
some of them, a first distribution of relief took place at the beginning of 
1958.

After the Tunisian and the Moroccan Red Crescent Societies had 
been recognised as members of the League in 1958, the International 
Committee, which had already been helping the refugees before the New Delhi 
Conference, withdrew, leaving it to the League tcassistthe two new Societies 
in their efforts for the Algerian refugees who had sought asylum in their 
countries.

In November 1958, the League launched a new appeal to all the 
National Societies for these unfortunate people, whose number had then 
doubled, asking them to continue and increase their assistance.
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On 1st February 1959, the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees requested the League to continue its reli^ action in Tunisia 
and Morocco, and with the support of his Office, to develop and intensify 
this action. The League agreed to accept this heavy task,

From that time onward up to 31st July 1962, (3 1/2 years) the
* relief: operation on behalf of the Algerian refugees in Tunisia and Mo

rocco was continued jointly by the League and the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Refugees. Assistance was furnished by 55 National So
cieties, Governments, and other organisations to the total value of more 
than 90, 000, 000 Swiss francs.

The League was able to continue its task throughout in virtue 
of the decisions taken by the President and Secretary General of the League, 
in January 1959, the Board of Governors in September 1959, the Executive 
Committee in October 1960 and the Board of Governors in October 1961.

The Final Report of this relief action, which lasted ever 
4 1/2 years, has been published by the League of Red Cross Societies.

XII

Autonomy of National Red Cross Societies

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
re-affirms the principle of the autonomy of all National Red Cross 

Societies in conformity with Article 4 of the Conditions for the Recognition 
of National Red Cross Societies",

This Resolution called for no action.
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XIII

Eraft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers incurred

by the Civilian Population in Time of War

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
a convinced that it is interpreting the general feeling throughout the

world which demands that effective measures be taken to rid the peoples 
from the nightmare of the threat of war,

* having taken cognizance of the "Draft Rules for the Limitation of the 
Dangers incurred by the Civilian Population in Time of War", drawn up 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross, following a request by 
the Board of Governors of the League, meeting at Oslo in 1954,

considers that a set of rules revising and extending those previously 
accepted is highly desirable as a measure of protection for the civilian 
population, if a conflict should unfortunately break out, 

deems that the objectives of the Draft Rules submitted are in 
conformity with Red Cross ideals and the requirements of humanity, 

urges the International Committee of the Red Cross to continue its 
efforts for the protection of the civilian population against the evils of 
war, and

requests the International Committee of the Red Cross, acting on 
behalf of the XIXth International Conference, to transmit the Draft Rules, 
the record of its discussions, the text of the proposals, and the submitted 
amendments, to the Governments for their consideration."

* In accordance with this Resolution, the Draft Rules, an extract 
from the Proceedings, and the various proposals and amendments deposited 
were forwarded in 1958 by the ICRC to all the Governments for consideration.

So few favourable and constructive reactions were manifested on 
the part of the governments that the ICRC could not contemplate proceeding 
with its efforts to obtain legal protection of civil populations on the actual 
basis of this whole draft.

It has therefore engaged in a scries of consultations, which are 
still continuing, in order to discover the aspects of this problem and the 
means by which its efforts would have the greatest likelihood of leading to 
results which could obtain widespread agreement. The ICRC will inform 
the Council of Delegates of its findings and will submit a Report thereon 
(Commission B, 3, a).
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Aside from these general investigations, the ICRC, in accordance 
with the wishes contained in the present Resolution, has worked on more 
specific questions, in particular the protection of civil medical and nursing 
personnel and the status of the personnel of civil defence services. It will 
submit Reports on both these points (Commission B, 3, b and c).

XIV

Role of National Red Cross Societies in the

Sphere of Civilian Protection

"The XDCth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having noted the reports on the role of National Societies in the 

sphere of Civilian Protection submitted by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies,

accepts these reports and thanks their authors,
reaffirms that it attaches great importance to the adoption of all 

necessary practical measures for the protection of the civilian population,
invites Governments to give their most careful attention to such 

measures,
requests National Societies to act in accordance with the directions 

and operational programmes proposed by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross in its report and by the League of Red Cross Societies 
in its Guide, so that the civilian population may be assured of the 
assistance which it is entitled to expect of the Red Cross. ”

This Resolution eibove all demanded action on the part of the
National Red Cross Societies, The League Secretariat therefore addressed 
a circular letter to these,requesting them to make known any agreements 
concluded with their Government for Red Cross participation in the civil 
defence programme.

In 1960 one of them requested the ICRC and the League to consider 
certain problems which arise in connection with the assistance furnished by 
a National Red Cross Society in civil defence. After examining the matter, 
the two international Red Cross organisations submitted a joint report in 
the autumn of 1961 to the Council of Eelegates at Prague, on the different 



types of collaboration which are possible between National Societies and 
civil defence.

The ICRC and the League will present a short joint Report on this 
question (Commission C, 4), although this is a sphere in which it will be 
mainly for the National Societies to report on the action they have taken in 
respect of the directives and programmes of activity contained in the in 

original joint report.

XV

The Geneva Conventions of 1949

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross
having received the report on the Geneva Conventions of 1949 

submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
accepts this report
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for having 

submitted it.
takes note of the declaration relating to the application to members 

of police forces of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
1949, as quoted in the report."

This Resolution called for no action.

XVI

Legal Assistance to Foreigners

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
having received the reports on Legal Assistance to Foreigners 

submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
accepts these reports, 
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for having 

submitted them."

This Resolution called for no special action on the part of the

international organisations of the Red Cross,
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The ICRC has continued to support the International Centre for the 
Coordination of Legal Assistance, which is attached to the International Council 
of Voluntary Agencies in Geneva and works at the Headquarters of the ICRC, 
in liaison with the Legal Service, in accordance with the ideas expressed at 
the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross (Stockholm, August 1948),

XVII

Medical Care

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering the efforts already made by the International Committee of 

the Red Cross to minimise the suffering caused by armed conflicts of all 
types, expresses the wish that a new provision be added to the existing Geneva 
Conventions of 1949, extending the provisions of Article 3 thereof so that :
(a) the wounded may be cared for without discrimination and doctors 

in no way hindered when giving the care which they are called upon 
to provide in these circumstances.,

(b) the inviolable principle of medical professional secrecy may be 
respected,

(c) there may be no restrictions, other than those provided by international 
legislation, on the sale and free circulation of medicines, it being 
understood that these will be used exclusively for therapeutic purposes, 
furthermore, makes an urgent appeal to all Governments to repeal any

measures which might be contrary to the present Resolution,"

The ICRC has taken note of this Resolution for the time when it 
will be possible to contemplate revising the provisions contained in the 
Conventions. Meanwhile it will bear this in mind when intervening in specific 
cases.

Furthermore, it is continuing to study the problems raised in 
this Resolution. The international commission of experts consulted on the 
question of relief to victims of internal conflicts (see below under Resolution 
XIX) considered that if Article 3 were applied in all good faith this necessarily 
implied the respect of the principles called to mind in the Resolution and that 
the latter was in reality "declaratory of the law in force ".
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The Report which the ICRC will submit to the Humanitarian Law 
Commission (Item 3 c of the Agenda) reverts to the whole problem and sets 
forth new proposals.

XVIII

Protection of Populations

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross
considering that the Red Cross has always striven and continues to 

strive to relieve human suffering whether in peace or war,
considering that it has always stood for the cause of world peace, 
hereby recalls the resolutions adopted by the XVIIIth International 

Conference at Toronto in 1952 as also by the Board of Governors of the 
League of Red Cross Societies at Oslo in 1954,

appeals once again to all the countries of the world,
to accept the principle that war is no solution to any problem and 

thereby pledge themselves to renounce it,
to intensify their efforts to bring about general disarmament, 
particularly to adopt measures which will at all times effectively 

protect humanity from the terrible consequences of the use of incendiary, 
chemical, bacteriological, radioactive or other such agents, "

XXXVII

The Red Cross as a factor for world peace

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
confirms its previous Resolutions for peace, 
considering the unique character of the membership represented by 

the 110, 000,000 men, women and children, united in 80 countries by the 
National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, 
which in turn are grouped together in the League of Red Cross Societies, 

whereas the numerous moral and material demonstrations of fellow
ship by the Red Cross on the international level, without discrimination 
and to the exclusion of all political consideration, represent a most 
efficacious contribution of the Red Cross to peace among the nations,
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expresses the heartfelft desire that by the maintenance of peace 
humanity may be spared from new and incalculable suffering,

exhorts the governments to neglect no endeavour to settle their 
disputes in a pacific manner and in all their acts to obey the ideal of 
human fellowship and the humanitarian principles recognized by all 
nations,

in accordance with the aims and principles of the Character of the 
United Nations,

recommends the National Societies,
to cultivate their mutual relations, in order to develop- the under

standing and agreement indispensable for the elimination of discord 
among themselves and, through their intermediary, among the nations,

to increase the number of their actions for mutual assistance, in 
order that these may contribute to strengthening their solidarity, without 
respect to frontiers, and thus keep alive amongst all peoples the ideal 
of peace, which humanity cannot and must not cease to make its goal. ”

The protection of populations is connected with the studies and

consultations required under Resolution XIII.
The ICRC will give account of its endeavours in the Report on 

Legal protection against the Dangers of Indiscriminate Warfare (Commission 
3, item 3, 1)

As to the Red Cross as a factor for World Peace (XXXVII), the 
ICRC and the League have adhered to the letter and spirit of this important 
Resolution.

Their daily work is based on principles of humanity, whose 
respect promotes and spreads a peaceful spirit throughout the world.

During the Cuba crisis in Cctober-November 1962, the ICRC 
took an important stand of principle, which proved valuable in the maintenance 
of peace.

Various activities of the League and of the National Societies 
facilitated implementation of the principle laid down in the two Resolutions 
quoted above. The League has always encouraged activities in this direction 
and appealed to National Societies to contribute, within the framework of 
Red Cross principles, to the prevention of war and the horrible consequences 
of the latter for mankind.

The development of the ideals expressed in these Resolutions 
has been furthered by decisions unanimously approved by the Board of 
Governors in Athens (Resolution no. 18) and the Board of Governors in
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Prague (Resolution no, 1), The stand taken by the Red Cross for the cause 
of world peace is reflected in the basic principles and the Red Cross motto 
adopted in Prague.

The importance of this subject has also been marked by its 
inclusion in the agenda of the Centenary Congress (planary Session, Council 
of Delegates, Item 10), Both the ICRC and the League will present special 
reports on this subject.

XIX

Relief in the Event of Internal Disturbances

’’The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering it necessary to ensure maximum efficiency and equity 

in the distribution of relief supplies in the event of internal disturbances, 
declares that relief supplies of all types must be distributed 

equitably among the victims by the National Red Cross Society, 
without hindrance on the part of the local authorities;

considers that, in the event of the National Red Cross Society 
being unable to come to the assistance of the victims, or whenever 
it may be deemed necessary or urgent, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross should take the initiative for the distribution of relief 
supplies, in agreement with the authorities concerned;

requests authorities to grant the Red Cross every facility in carrying 
out relief actions."

There were important discussions at the Board of Governors 
(Prague, September 1961) on this subject, in which the representatives of 
the ICRC took part. They led to Resolutions nos. 2 and 3 of the Board,

The ICRC has continued its efforts to improve assistance to 
victims of internal conflicts, in accordance with the requests made in these 
Resolutions.

In 1962, it convened a Commission of Experts to examine the 
whole matter and at the Vllth Inter-American Red Cross Conference (Porto 
Rico, November 1962) it took up position with regard to the respective roles 
of the National Red Cross and the International Red Cross in coming to the 
assistance of victims of internal conflicts.
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The ICRC will submit a detailed Report to the Council of 
Delegates (Commission B, item 4).

XX

Reunion of Dispersed Families

"The XlXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering that as a result of war, internal conflicts and other 

events a large number of persons, both adults and children, are still 
separated from their homes and from their families which have been 
dispersed, and

whereas much human suffering has been caused as a result of such 
separations, and,

whereas the XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
meeting in Toronto in 1952 by Resolution No 20 has already recognized 
the National Societies of the Red Cross, "as the natural intermediaries 
with their respective Governments to facilitate to the greatest extent 
the liberation of these persons, to seek information concerning the fate 
of such persons and to facilitate the despatch to them of material relief", 

reaffirms the principles enunciated in this Resolution, 
urges all National Societies and Governments to intensify their 

efforts in these matters and, in particular, to facilitate by every means 
the reunion of persons, both adults and children, with their families 
in accordance with the wishes of such persons, and in the case of minor 
children in accordance with the wishes of the recognized head of the 
family no matter where domiciled, "

The International Committee of the Red Cross has continued to 
develop its action for the regrouping of families, especially in Western 
Germany, in liaison with the National Red Cross Societies of Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, Direct contacts have been established between 
the National Societies, in agreement with the ICRC, which continues to 
follow the matter.

During the last twelve years the International Committee of the 
Red Cross has actively contributed to reuniting a great many scattered 
families. As a result,about 500, 000 persons have succeeded in crossing 
frontiers hitherto closed to them, in possession of all the necessary autho
risations, and rejoining their families, thanks to the understanding of the 
National Red Cross Societies and the Governments concerned. Nevertheless 
tens of thousands are still waiting to do the same and their requests come 

flowing in daily to ICRC Headquarters,
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XXI

The International Commission for Medical Equipment

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having taken cognizance of the joint report of the International 

Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on 
the International Commission for Medical Equipment,

considering that these two Organizations have reached the conclusion 
that whilst the work of this Commission had proved extremely useful in 
the past, this is no longer the case, other specialized organizations now being 
"in a better position to undertake these tasks,

recommends that the Commission be dissolved,
further recommends that the International Committee and the League 

continue to follow problems connected with medical equipment for civilian 
and military use and inform National Societies of progress in these fields, 
at the same time remaining in close contact with the competent international 
technical organizations and national health authorities."

In accordance with this Resolution the dissolution of the Interna
tional Commission for Medical Equipment was brought to the notice of the 
National Societies.

The League Secretariat remains in contact with the different 
international organisations specialised in the standardising of medical 
equipment. It is represented at their meetings and informs the National 
Societies of their work.

XXII

Technical Aid

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
taking note of the report of the Medico-Social Commission, 
requests the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies:

(a) to study the reports from the National Societies sent to the Conference 
and also the remarks made during the Medico-Social Commission’s 
meetings by various Societies upon their activities in the sphere of 
medico-social, welfare, nursing and Junior Red Cross work,



(b) to urge National Societies to continue reporting to the League 
Secretariat upon experiences gained in this field,

(c) to intensify the technical assistance programme of the League 
through the planning, within the framework of financial possibilities, 
of courses or seminars on special activities suitable for pioneer 
work or pilot projects in those Societies which need and request them, 
requests those National Societies which already may have gained

experience in a particular field to help, through the League Secretariat, 
other Societies where such activities are under development through 
receiving study visitors or sending out instructors and field workers for 
guidance,

requests the League Secretariat to continue distributing information 
and directives for work in special fields, either spontaneously or upon 
request, in order that the League Secretariat may remain an effective 
intermediary and service body to National Societies keeping in mind the 
universality of the Red Cross principles. "

XXXIII

Special financial aid to National Societies

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering the importance of the development of new and of 

recently recognized National Societies, particularly as regards their 
medico-social activities,

acquainted with the request from these Societies for financial aid 
in order to be able to send members of their staff to other Societies for 
study tours in connection with physical and mental health education of the 
public, youth activities, relief actions and other similar activities, and 
also to provide for visits from League experts to these Societies,

realising that the League budgrt does not provide sufficient funds 
for this purpose,

requests the League to continue its efforts to obtain from one of the 
generous humanitarian Foundations special funds in order to enable new 
Societies to obtain the financial support for the further training of staff 
urgently required for the execution and further development of the many 
humanitarian activities under consideration,

insists that such funds only be requested after all efforts have been 
made to obtain maximum aid from other National Societies and after a 
specific project with a well prepared plan of operation has been submitted in 
each case,11

The two Resolutions cited above which bring out the problem 
and stress the means by which the problem may be solved, amplify the 
principle already brought out . in Article 6 of the League Constitution 
which begins:
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"The League encourages and promotes in every country the 
establishment and development of a duly authorised, voluntary 
National Red Cross ..., "

These Resolutions were the subject of study by the League 
Secretariat, and the subject of discussion at both the 25th and 26th Sessions 
of the Board of Governors (Athens and Frague 1959, 1961) they resulted 
in the adoption of three resolutions (Resolution No, 17 in 1959, and Reso
lutions Nos. 8 and 9 in 1961), These dealt with precisely the same points that 
were brought out in Resolutions Nos. 22 and 33 of the International Conference 
of the Red Cross in New Delhi, which urge the financing of missions and 
study visits, technical and financial assistance to National Societies and 
assistance to National Societies in realising the ideals of the Red Cross- 
It would perhaps be useful to cite the concrete directives given to the 
Secretary General by the Board of Governors in Resolution No. 8, which reads 
as follows:

"The Board of Governors,
recognising that the budget for 1962 falls short of providing for 
several important needs, namely

the urgent need for systems and plans for study visits and 
regular visits by League delegates, which was stressed in Resolution 
No, XVII of the XXVth session of the Board of Governors,

the need for enlarged technical assistance and special financial 
aid for new Societies pointed out in Resolutions Nos. XXII and XXXIII, 
respectively, of the XXIVth session of the Board of Governors,

the economic difficulties for representatives from many 
Societies to participate in the work of regular or temporary established 
League bodies,

the increasing need to develop the possibilities, especially of 
the League’s Secretariat, for coordination of the international activities 
and the support of the National Societies, especially those recently 
formed,

requests the Secretary General of the League to elaborate 
systems, principles, plans and financing methods for study visits, 
missions, travelling subsidies for members of regular or temporary 
League bodies, for scholarships and prepare the other suggestions 
that may be needed in order to plan, develop and fortify the support 
by or through the League to the National Societies and the League’s 
coordination of the international activities,

requests, further, that these systems, principles, plans and 
financial methods, as well as other suggestions by the Secretary 
General regarding this matter, be presented in 1962 to the Executive 
Committee and reported by the latter to the next Session of the Board 
of Governors,
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authorizes the Secretary General, in order to develop these 
activities of vital importance without any loss of time to apply the systems, 
plans, etc., mentioned above as far as the available resources and the 
elaboration of the plans will allow, thereby trying to establish an order 
of priority for the various projects,

urges National Societies to strengthen the already existing 
resources previously offered, doing this as far as possible by non
earmarked cash contributions, thus creating the best conditions for 
efficient planning."

An immediate result of the Resolutions adopted by the Board of 
Governors was the constitution of a "Task Force" by the Secretary General 
within the League Secretariat for the purpose of :
- elaborating the principles of the Technical Assistance

Programme of the League
- elaborating systems and plans for this Programme
- setting up financing methods for this Programme when it cannot 

be covered by the League’s ordinary budget.
The Secretary General invited several officers from National 

Societies to Geneva from 12 to 16 February to cooperate as experts with 
the League Secretariat Technical Assistance Section.

As a result of the recommendations of this group of experts, the 
experience gained in the field and studies made in the Secretariat, in September 
1962 the Secretary General presented his Report on the "Red Cross Development 
Programme" (Technical Assistance to National Societies) to the Executive 
Committee,

This Report was closely studied by the latter under Item 5 of the Agenda. The 
.Norwegian delegates, after congratulating the Secretary General on his 
Report, added that, in their opinion, although the programme had been made 
out for 5 years it should be started on a modest scale during the first year. 
The achievments during this period could be sized up at the next session of 
the Board of Governors so as to permit a larger scale programme subse
quently. They then proposed a Resolution on these lines, which was seconded 
by the Danish Delegation.

After discussions on some of the technical terms contained 
in the Norwegian Red Cross Society’s draft Resolution, it was unanimously 
accepted with certain amendments. This Resolution reads as follows :
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"The Executive Committee,

Referring to the Constitution of the League, Article No. 6, where it is 
stated that: "The League encourages and promotes in every country the 
establishment and development of a duly authorized independent National 
Red Cross Society ..." and to Resolutions Nos. 8 and 3 of the XXVIth Session 
of the Board of Governors held in Prague in 1961 on technical and financial 
assistance to National Societies and assistance to National Societies in 
realizing the ideals of the Red Cross respectively, as well as to the Report 
on the Red Cross Development Programme presented by the Secretary 
general,

Expressing its gratitude to the Secretary General, the expert advisers 
and the collaborators inside and outside the League Secretariat, who have 
made it possible for him to analyse the problem of a development programme 
within the Red Cross, to define the principles of such a programme and to 
elaborate plans for its financing and execution,

Authorizes the Chairman of the League and the Secretary General to 
start projects in 1963 according to the principles outlined in the Development 
Programme and within the limits of means available,

Appeals to the National Societies to make the execution of such projects 
possible by making voluntary contributions, either in cash or by carrying 
expenses of personnel,

Requests the Secretary General to present to the XXVIIth Session of the 
Board of Governors to convene in Geneva in 1963 a report of the administra
tion and execution of the projects, as well as a revised edition of the Deve
lopment Programme based on the principles and plans expressed in the 
above-mentioned Report and modified according to experiences made,

Appeals to the National Societies, either alone or in cooperation with 
other Societies, to provide assistance in developing the activities of National 
Societies by taking advantage of the possibilities offered as regards coordi
nation by all the organs of the League."

In keeping with the above Resolution, the Secretary General has 
established a Development programme Section within the League Secretariat 
which deals not only with the execution of various Technical Assistance ‘ 

schemes but also studies and prepares various future projects. In accordance 
with the mandate conferred on him, the Secretary General will submit a 
report on the administration and execution of the projects, as well as a 
further report on the principles accepted and experience gained, to the 
XXVIIth session of the Board of Governors, which is to meet in September 
1963 at Geneva.
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XXIII

Red Cross Relations with Government Authorities, Governmental and

non-Government al Organisations in the Medico-Social Field

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering with satisfaction the development over recent years of 

the working relations between the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, the World Health Organisation, and other governmental and non
governmental international organizations,

recognizing the importance of these contacts in bringing about coordina
tion of activities and in making the best use of the available resources, 

recalling the terms of the resolutions adopted on this point by the 
Board of Governors of the League in 1946 and by the XVIIth International 
Conference of the Red Cross in 1948,

recommends the development of existing links between the League and 
these organizations on both the international and the regional level,

suggests that National Red Cross Societies,
(a) develop their relations with the regional and national offices of these 

organizations in order to ensure that the best possible use is being 
made of Red Cross resources in terms of personnel, professional 
and auxiliary, as well as of equipment, and that the largest possible 
participation be encouraged of Red Cross volunteers of all categories 
in carrying out medico-social activities of particular interest to the 
area under consideration;

(b) make contact with the competent government services in order to ensure 
closer co-operation on the national level and thus coordinating the 
programme of activities,"

The National Societies were requested to make contact with their 
Government, while the League endeavoured to further its relations with 
international governmental and non-governmental organisations. While its 
cooperation with the World Health Organisation is becoming increasingly 
marked and extensive, similar relations have^?8wn up with other organisa

tions and especially the Council of Europe. As regards WHO a report has 
been published on the close links existing between it and the League. 
Moreover in 1961 the League Board of Governors and in 1962 the Executive 
Board of WHO passed resolutions confirming the value of this collaboration. 
In emergency situations it takes the form of joint action to combat epidemics 
or disasters. More generally speaking it is illustrated by mutual attendance 
at various meetings, (assemblies, seminars, working parties of an interna
tional or regional character) the loan and despatch of experts to National
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Societies, Red Cross participation in World Health Day and WHO technical 
discussions, information visits of WHO delegates to Deague Headquarters or 
National Societies, the publication of articles and special issues of both 
organisations magazines, etc. Several of the National Societies are supporting 
WHO programmes to eradicate certain diseases.

Medico-social cooperation between the Deague and the Council 
of Europe (CE) has considerably developed in relation to public health, blood 
transfusion, nursing, accident prevention and health education. These matters 
are dealt with by CE expert Committees,on which the Deague is represented.

The League works actively with the United Nations Office of the 
High Commissioner for Refugees (I-ICR) and the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) in general relief operations and refugee actions.

By virtue of an agreement between the League and the International 
Children’s Centre (ICC), the National Societies have had the possibility of 
attending the maternal and child welfare courses organised by the latter.

Under its educational and preventive health programme the League 
is also constantly in touch with a large number of non-governmental 
organisations interested in health protection.

XXIV

Blood Transfusion

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering the increasingly important role of transfusional therapy 

in medical and surgical practice,
considering that blood requirements impose new burdens on the 

community, hence the necessity for an ever-increasing number of blood 
donors

recalls the resolutions concerning this subject adopted by the XVIIth 
International Conference of the Red Cross at Stockholm in 1948 (resolution 
No. 47) and by the 21st Session of the Board of Governors of the League at 
Monaco in 1950 (resolution No, 15),

considering the recommendations of the meeting organized by the League 
in 1956 between various international organizations interested in problems 
of blood transfusion on the standardization and interchangeability of material, 
biological standardization, stocking of equipment, training of staff and 
recruitment of blood donors,
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welcomes the actions undertaken by National Societies in regard to the 
development of blood transfusion services and the establishment of reserves 
of dried plasma and blood protein fractions for use in the event of epidemics, 
disasters or conflicts,

emphasises the importance of close cooperation on the national level 
between the Red Cross and the authorities in the organization of blood 
transfusion services,

confirms the desire that the principle of the free gift and receipt of 
blood be as far as possible universally applied,

calls upon National Societies to continue to draw public attention to the 
importance of this medico-social problem andto contribute to the civic and 
humanitarian education of the community in this connection,

requests the Secretariat of the League to continue to encourage and 
to assist the National Societies in their blood transfusion and blood donor 
recruitment programmes, by making available information based on the 
experiences of sister Societies, and by encouraging mutual assistance and 
the exchange of technicians and scholarship holders between National 
Societies.1

Red Cross responsibilities in national blood transfusion program
mes have considerably developed. Eleven National Societies have entire 
charge of their country’s transfusion service, and over sixty others partici
pate in one or other section of this important work. The principle of the 
free gift of blood has taken root everywhere. Three Red Cross International 
Seminars have been organised in connection with the International Blood 
Transfusion Congress of the International Society of Blood Transfusion 
(ISBT)i in 1958 at Rome, in 1960 at Tokyo, in 1962 at Mexico, There have 
also been two other meetings, one at Amsterdam in 1959 and the other in 
Lima in 1962, plus an ad hoc working group of experts at Vienna in 1961. The 
principle of service actions and sponsoring has been more widely applied, 
especially to help developing countries. This assistance to sister Societies 
takes various forms: despatch of experts to the spot, gifts of equipment and 
blood products, organisation of study periods and visits for purposes of 
information or study. The World Health Organisation (WHO) has given consi
derable support so far as the despatch of experts is concerned. Its experts 
(who are often people lent by the Red Cross) give advice to the National 
Societies whenever they are sent to any country for the purpose of esta
blishing or expanding a national blood transfusion programme, at the request 
of its government.

A group of WHO/lBTS League experts is working on the Handbook 
on the minimum standards required for the operation of a blood transfusion
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service, which is new being completed. A series of studies, documents and 
reports have been circulated to the National Societies, Special actions have 
been launched, especially for blood donor recruitment, in cooperation with 
different specialised international, national and local agencies, which have 
also themselves frequently requested the support of the League and the 
National Societies,

XXV

Prevention of Accidents

"The XIXth International Conference of the Bed Cross, 
considering the growing number of accidents at home, in schools, at 

sports, on the streets and at work, which are tending to become an increasing
ly important cause of death and disablement amongst adults and children, 

noting the work of the Health Advisory Committee and of the Junior Bed 
Cross Advisory Committee, as well as the publications issued by the Secre
tariat of the League of Red Cross Societies,

bearing in mind the importance of coordinating the activities of adult 
and Junior Red Cross,

welcomes the numerous initiatives taken in various countries to prevent 
accidents, by the public services and specialized bodies, as well as by the 
National Red Cross Societies and their Junior Sections,

draws the attention of Governments and National Societies to the urgait 
need for measures to decrease the causes of accidents and for education of 
the public in general, and young people in particular, in order to promote 
a greater safety consciousness on the part of the trained first aiders and the 
general public,

requests the National Societies to study means whereby practical coope
ration with public or private bodies concerned with accident prevention may 
be undertaken or developed, specially in educational institutions,

requests the League Secretariat to continue its work on the prevention 
of accidents in order usefully to advise National Societies."

The National Societies have been asked to consider means of
establishing or increasing practical cooperation with the public or private 
bodies concerned, A Commission on Eirst Aid Practice was set up following 
the Resolution voted by the League Board of Governors in 1959, and has held 
two sessions (in 1951 and 1952) to discuss different first aid matters.
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Experts have been sent to the National Societies to assist in the 
development of their first aid and accident prevention programmes. Interna
tional gatherings of first aiders have been organised to permit a comparison 
of the methods employed and the exchange of experience.

The League Secretariat is continuing its own work in this connec
tion. It has already published a study on the prevention of accidents among 
children and took part in 1958 in the "Seminal' on Accident Prevention among 
Children" of the World Health Organisation. A document on the training of 
instructors has been published and another on'thirst Aid on Highway’s’ _ 
Role of the Red Cross" was drawn up in 1959 and completed in 1962, with 
a view to an active campaign for the prevention of road traffic accidents.

The most recent activities and publications of National Societies 
in this sphere are regularly brought to the notice of their sister Societies, 
League experts have taken part in the meetings and exhibitions of specialised 
international agencies (World Health Organisation, United Nations and 
Council of Europe) and in those relating to touring and motoring (ATO); this 
has enabled the Red Cross to stress its viewpoint and activities. At the time 
of World Health Day in 1931, the League sent all the National Societies data 
to complete.the material prepared by WHO on the theme "Accidents need 
not happen".

As a result, a large number of National Societies took an active 
part in the celebration of this Day,

XXVI

Health Education

"The XIXth Liternational Conference of the Red Cross,
recalls the basic principles adopted by the Board of Governors of the 

League in 1950 at Monaco, recommending that National Societies undertake 
activities which can be considered either as pilot or pioneering projects or 
that are necessary to fill gaps in the existing public health services, 

reaffirms resolution No. 15 adopted by the 23rd Session of the Board 
of Governors of the League in 1954 at Oslo,

draws the attention of National Societies to their responsibilities in 
the field of health education and to the need of pionner work or pilot projects:
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(a) to develop health education as an essential component of all Red
Cross medico-social and educational activities,

(b) to promote health education pilot projects in hospitals, outpatients ' 
clinics, health centres, blood donor centres, nursing services, etc,

<c) to utilize home nursing courses as a medium through which to foster 
health education,

(d) to use fully many possibilities offered by the Junior Red Cross to put 
health education into practice through the health and service 
programmes,

(e) to undertake preparation, testing and evaluation of visual teaching aid 
material adapted to meet local habits and customs,

emphasises the value of carefully-planned field studies, research and 
experimental programmes,

stresses the need for National Societies to employ, whenever possible, 
full-time health education specialists (medico-social workers):
(a) to give technical leadership and coordinate these various Red Cross 

activities in the respective countries,
(b) to supervise the training in the principles and methods of Red Cross 

work with professional and auxiliary health workers,school teachers, 
etc., to keep the standard as high as possible,
requests the League Secretariat to give technical help to National

Societies in the planning and expansion of their health educational programmes 
and within the framework of financial possibilities to organize international 
and regional seminars bringing together representatives of National Societies 
from various professions and promoting the exchange of tested health educa
tion materials. "

In accordance with this Resolution and that of the XXIIIrd session 
of the Board of Governors, the League has promoted the organisation and 
development of health education programmes among the National Societies, 
and has given evidence of its keen interest in the subject on the occasion of 
various international events in that connection.

Red Cross meetings were arranged for a large number of
National Societies’ representatives at the time of the International Health
Union’s Conferences in 1959 and 1962. At the former, the Red Cross was
awarded 1st prize of the Exhibition. The first . Red Cross International
Seminar on Health Education was held in 1960.

A report was submitted to the Mixed Committee, grouping
experts of the United Nations Organisation for Education, Science and Culture 
and the World Health Organisation (UNESCO/WHO); this report on Red Cross 
action for health education in schools was the result of an enquiry by the
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League Secretariat among the National Societies, A catalogue .of Red Cross 
publications relating to health education was given to UNESCO.

League representatives took part in the technical discussions 
of the 12th World Health Assembly concerning public health education and 
in a series of other international meetings. TheLeague asked the National 
Societies to take part in World Health Day, whose theme was "Food and 
Health" in 1957 and "Hunger-Disease of Millions" in 1963.

Documents from different specialised organisations of the United 
Nations (WHO-FAC-UNICEF-etc.) have been sent to the National Societies. 
The League Secretariat has also published documents and reports on different 
international meetings and, organised study visits to League Headquarters 
and different National Societies.

Through its intermediary a large amount of audio-visual material 
has been exchanged among the National Societies.

XXVII

Voluntary auxiliary Red Cross Personnel

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that one of the fundamental rcsponsabilities of National 

Societies is to supplement governmental action by providing authorities 
with additional qualified staff, professional and auxiliary;

underlines the need for establishing the closest possible coordination 
between National Societies and the competent authorities in planning and 
conducting in each country the activities necessary for the maintenance 
of health in that country;

invites National Societies to increase their efforts in encouraging a 
wide participation of voluntary auxiliary personnel in the various Red Cross 
activities such as first-aid, disaster relief, health education, nursing, 
blood transfusion, care of the handicapped and old people, mental health 
services, fight against alcoholism, nutrition and social welfare, particularly 
in the field of mother and child care;

invites National Societies to ensure that the training of all their volunta
ry and auxiliary personnel includes not only the necessary technical instruc
tion but also detailed information about the Red Cross, its ideal, its means 
of action nationally and internationally, and the rights and obligations of 
its members;



- 29 -

underlines particularly the need for National Societies to train 
auxiliary personnel for work in diaster relief operations, such training to 
stress the importance of the human factor in the relations between Red 
Cross workers and the public and to include some knowledge of the 
psychological and social factors liable to influence such relations;

recommends that governments consider the efforts of the Red Cross, 
taking into account its experience on the international level, and 
encourage its pioneer work as well as its traditional activities and relief 
work, whilst respecting its guiding principles of impartiality and 
independence,”

The particular attention of National Societies has been drawn 
to the value of a sound training for all Red Cross auxiliary personnel, whose 
participation in the Red Cross is so essential. It has also been stressed 
that Governments should take note of the efforts of National Societies in this 
field, since Red Cross volunteers, being often engaged on tasks which lie 
cutside the domain of any official organisations, are quite invaluable.

The training and service of Red Cress auxiliary volunteers has 
been studied and their value stressed during various seminars and Red Cross 
meetings organised by the League in cooperation with National Societies, 
which have dealt with first aid, nursing, health education, blood transfusion, 
the handicapped and the aged,maternal and child welfare, and social work 
as well as disaster relief.

The various League Advisory Committees, each in their own 
field, have insisted that the principle of voluntary services within the Red 
Cross be safeguarded and that the auxiliary volunteer personnel not only 
receive the necessary technical instruction but.that it must also abide by 
Red Cross principles and conditions of service.

During the First Red Cross International Study Centre organised 
by the League in June 1960 for Directors of twelve National Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of North Africa, Central Africa and the Middle East, 
there was prolonged discussion on the participation of auxiliary volunteer per
sonnel in the activities of a developing National Society and an effort was 
made to pinpoint the various types of volunteer which the Society should call 
upon; how and where to recruit them; who should teach them; how to assign 
them and supervise their work; how best to acknowledge their services. 
The ideas which emerged from this study were received with enthusiasm by 
the participants, who became determined to put them into practice in their 
own countries.
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Finally, the Vllth Inter-American Red Cross Conference, which 
took place in Puerto Rico in November 1962, devoted a special session to 
studying the role of volunteers in the Red Cross and came to the conclusion 
that the participation of this personnel was essential to all Red Cross 
activities, that more volunteers should be recruited and that their efficiency 
depended primarily on their receiving adequate basic training and on careful 
planning of their activities.

XXVIII

Nursing

’’The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
recognizing that nursing is essential to the development of health 

programmes;
that various types of nursing personnel are needed to ensure the 

quantity and quality of nursing services required to meet the needs in 
any country;

recommends that National Societies offer to their personnel of all 
categories, professional and auxiliary, the necessary basic and continued 
preparation to enable each category to render optimum service in their 
respective responsibilities,

stresses in particular the need for such preparation to include 
detailed instruction on the rights and obligations of nursing personnel 
who, in time of conflict, enjoy the protection of the Red Cross emblem 
as provided for in the Geneva Conventions,

further recommends chat agreements be concluded between the 
National Societies and the civilian and military authorities, laying down 
in advance the respective responsibilities of each in the training of 
voluntary health personnel and in the organisation of the necessary 
health services in time of conflict or of natural disaster;

expresses the hope that seminars be organized in Geneva under the 
sponsorship of the League of Red Cross Societies and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross where those in charge of organizing 
voluntary Red Cross health services for emergency work may receive 
special instruction from the two international organisations of the 
Red Cross on the matters with which each is competent to deal, 

furthermore, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Nursing 
Advisory Committee of the League, and recognising the great 
opportunity for National Societies to assist in raising the standards of 
nursing through close collaboration with national nursing organizations, 

recommends that National Societies assist in the recruitment of well 
qualified nursing studenssjthat they contribute in making known to the 
public the need for professional standards in nursing as set up by the
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Liternational Council of Nurses; and help with the selection of qualified 
candidates who can receive scholarships with a view to preparing 
themselves for leading work in various aspects of nursing education 
and service;

recognizing also, that professional nurses have been of great assistance 
in helping to develop programmes for volunteer nurses’ aids,

invites National Societies to request the active participation of 
professional nurses in decisions regarding the needs for volunteer nurses’ 
aids, as well as in defining the functions they should perform in setting up 
training courses for the instructors with the assistance of the Nursing 
Bureau of the League; and in giving continued guidance to and supervision 
of the programme."

On March 17, 1958 the League Secretariat sent the text of this
Resolution to all tfie National Red Cross , Red Crescent, Red Lion
and Sun Societies. Sixteen Societies announced that they had, in turn, circula
ted it widely among nursing personnel, nursing schools and National Nurses’ 
Associations.

In addition, with the Nursing Bureau of the League acting as 
liaison, the League Secretariat endeavoured to help National Societies to 
follow up the various points of this Resolution. Such help included the 
Assistant Director of the Nursing Bureau giving courses for home nursing 
instructors from 20 countries and courses on group discussion, where 
participants have mostly been nurses, in 5 countries.

Study weeks have also been organised in Geneva for Red Cross 
nursing groups with a view to informing them on the principles and activities 
of the Red Cross, expecially in the field of nursing.

Problems relating to the instruction of Red Cross nursing 
personnel, professional and auxiliary, to the enrolment of this personnel, to 
the co-operation between the Red Cross and National Nurses’ Associations, 
have been studied with many National Societies during visits to these 
countries by members of the Nursing Bureau as well as on the occasion of 
visits to League Headquarters by National Society’s representatives.

For its part the ICRC has received and is receiving an increasing 
number of visits from nurses who have been awarded scholarships and have 
come to Geneva for further training, in respect of the principles and activi
ties of the Red Cress and of their professional rights and duties under the 
Geneva Conventions.



32 -

It also regularly receives visits from graduate nurses from 
the various Nursing Schools, whose journey to Geneva forms part of their 
general information course.

In addition the Head of the Medical Personnel Section has had 
the opportunity of discussing the various problems referred to with twenty 
odd Societies in the course of her different missions. She has given many 
lectures on the subject, written articles and furnished documentation to over 
sixty of the National Societies,

XXIX

Young People and the Geneva Conventions

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering that Article 144 of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 

malíes it incumbent on the Governments which have ratified that Convention 
to malee known the letter and the spirit thereof to the whole population; 

considering that it is urgent to educate the young generation in the 
spirit of the Geneva Conventions, and recalling in this connection Resolution 
No. 9 of the XVth International Conference of the Red Cross held in Tokyo 
in 1934;

considering that the National Societies and their respective junior 
sections should take an active part in publicising the Geneva Conventions;

considering that the essential aim of the Junior Red Cross programme 
is to promote a spirit of peace and understanding and to inculcate in 
children and adolescents respect for human dignity;

recommend s
(a) that the National Societies approach their respective Governments

in order that the Junior Red Cross may be considered by the Ministries 
of Education and Public Instruction as one of the most efficient means 
of publicising the Geneva Conventions amongst children and adolescents;

(b) that in negotiations with the Governments, the National Societies 
endeavour to obtain space in the school curriculae for the history and 
aims of Red Cross and for the basic principles of the Geneva Conventions;

(c) thar the League of Red Cross Societies, in agreement with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, take the necessary steps 
with UNESCO and the International Bureau of Education, which jointly 
organize annual conferences on Fublic Instruction, with a view to the 
question of "The School and the Publicising of the Geneva Conventions" 
being included on the agenda of one of the next Conferences on Public 
Instruction."
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Following Resolution XXDi of the XJXth International Conference 
of the Bed Cross, the ICBC and the League approached UNESCO to request 
that the question of the diffusion of the Geneva Conventions should be inserted 
in the agenda of the International Conference of Public Education, This request, 
was submitted to the International Advisory Committee for School jFhogrammes 
convened by UNESCO in 1958, As the agendas of the Conference are settled 
a long time in advance, this matter can only be reconsidered in 4 or 5 years. 
The Resolution received a favourable reception both from the Vlth Conference 
of non-governmental organisations enjoying consultative status with UNESCO 
and the Military Medicine and Pharmacy Congress, which voted a resolution 
in its favour.

The ICRC has particularly concentrated on the Red Cross Centenary 
in its approaches to UNESCO, as its celebration offers opportunity to draw 
public attention to the services rendered by the Red Cross, and has met with 
affirmative response.

So far as higher education is concerned, the ICRC has drawn up 
a 5-lesson course on the Geneva Conventions, which it has sent to Governments 
and Law Faculties for information. In so doing it had in view the inclusion 
of Geneva Law under offical education in international law; several decisions 
to this effect have already been notified to it,

XXX

Practical Means of Spreading Knowledge of the Geneva

Conventions among Young People

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
considering that there is an urgent need to cultivate in the younger 

generation the ideal of peace and respect for others;
considering that the Geneva Conventions constitute a sound basis for 

social education;
invites National Societies to examine the possibilities and to take - as 

a matter of urgency - practical action to achieve this aim,
recommends in particular, that in National Junior Red Cross Section 

publications and in the "Junior Red Cross News Letter", published by the



- 34 -

League of Red Cross Societies, a column be permanently devoted to the 
history of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions;

that radio and television broadcasts dealing with the same questions 
be regularly organized;

invites the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League 
of Red Cross Societies to examine, with national Societies, the possibilities 
of producing one or more films for Juniors covering the history, subject 
matter and aims of the Geneva Conventions;

recommends that a future International Red Cross Day have as its 
theme "Youth and the Geneva Conventions";

recommends that Liternational Junior Red Cross Study Centres be 
used, on an experimental basis, for studying this question;

recommends that the Liternational Committee of the Red Cross and 
the League of Red Cross Societies issue informative publications suitable 
for children and young people, dealing with the history of-the Red Cross 
and the fundamental principles of the Geneva Conventions,"

In November 1958,the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies convened a committee of experts on 
which two representatives of National Societies had been invited to sit:. 
Miss Barbara Coke, Director of the British Junior Red Cross, and Dr. 
Goetz Fehr, Director of the German Junior Red Cross in the German 
Federal Republic.

This meeting enabled a series of recommendations to be formula
ted for the application of the two New Delhi Resolutions (XXIX and XXX) and 
the report established was submitted to the IXth session of the Junior Red 
Cross Advisory.Committee in October 1959 at Athens. A draft Manual 
prepared 'ey Mr. Henri Coursier, Adviser in the Legal Department of the 

ICRC, was also presented.
On the recommendation of the Board of Governors, then meeting 

in Athens, the ICRC and the League put the finishing touches to the Manual 
prepared by Mr. Coursier, of which a pilot-edition was published in French 
1960. Subsequently an illustrated edition of the Manual, including English 
and Spanish translations, was sent to all the National Societies. A great 
many orders were received from the National Societies and the final English 
and French editions were issued in 1961, This Manual has met with a 
tremendous success; out of 12, 000 copies, 10, 000 have been distributed 
by the English and French speaking National Societies, Several other 
National Societies have translated it into their mother-tongue.
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In 1962, the ICRC and che League, aftei’ various negotiations 
published in 1962 a provisional edition, of an English booklet based on the 
story of the "Robinson Family", This was sent to all the National Societies, 
with French and Spanish translations. The author was Mrs. Barbara 
Warburton, former Director of the British Junior Red Cross.

The seme year, the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League 
issued an offset of an article which had been published in the ICBC’s official 
magazine (the Revue internationals de la Croix-Rouge), with the kind authori
sation of its author, Mrs. Sachiko Hashimoto, Director of the Japanese 
Junior Red Cross. This article, which is entitled "What the Japanese Red 
Cross is doing about disseminating the Geneva Conventions" can be of great 
value to educators desiring to instruct their pupils in the Geneva Conventions.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has consulted 
several experts and obtained reproduction rights for certain sketch-boards, 
with a view to producing animated cartoon films.

XXXI

Junior Red Cross Assistance to Children in Distress

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
recalling Resolution 27 adopted by the XVIIIth International 

Conference of the Red Cross held at Toronto in 1952,
regarding with the deepest concern the acute distress of millions of 

children and young people:
recommends that National Societies invite their respective Junior 

Sections to intensify their mutual service activities at the local as well 
as at the national and international levels;

invites the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies to suggest 
programmes along these lines to National Societies and to supply them 
with the maximum information with a view to ensuring the success of such 
activities,"

Resolution XXXI of the XIXth International Conference of the Red
Cross was composed of two different recommendations. The first asked 
the National Societies to invite their respective Junior Sections to intensify 
their mutual service activities at local, national and international level.
The second asked the Secretariat of the League to suggest service programmes
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and supply the National Societies with maximum information to assure the 
success of these actions,

A great many National Sections have developed their service 
activities, although for the most part these were included in those of their 
National Society. It would take up too much space here to enumerate these 
Junior realisations, which have been notified regularly in the Monthly News 
and Report of the League Secretariat. We will therefore confine ourselves 
to mentioning international actions, promoted by the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau of the League.

Among the most important is the relief for Algerian child 
refugees in Morocco and Tunisia, The Junior Red Cross had decided in 
March 1959 to play its, part in the League operation for Algerian refugees 
in those two countries. Its members took responsibility for supplying the 
necessary milk for thousands of small children. The aim was very ambitious: 
to collect enough money in 6 months for the purchase of 960, 000 boxes of 
condensed milk. The campaigns, which were organised by over a third of 
the National Junior Sections, continued beyond the 6 months originally set 
and the grand total was 1, 300, 000 tins of condensed milk. This milk supplied 
by Juniors from all over the world was sent to 40, 000 Algerian children 
under 8 years old, enabling them to survive under slightly less precarious 
conditions.

Many of the National Sections engaged in service actions connected 
with World Refugee Year, but we would especially mention that of the Canadian 
Juniors, This National Section set itself the goal of collecting 150, 000 to 
alleviate the distress of child refugees in the world. Their appeal met with 
such response that the original figure was exceeded in a few months. The 
generosity of the Canadian Juniors and their spirit of service has given many 
unfortunate children, throughout the world a tangible reason for new 
confidence in the future.

At the end of 1962, there was question of launching a new 
international service action, but this was postponed to a later date and a 
general appeal will probably be launched at the time of the World Conference 
of Educators (Lausanne, 19-23 August 1963), to enable the National Sections, 
to take a more effective part in actions organised by their National Societies.
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XXXII

Welcoming of Young People into the Adult Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
recalling Resolution No. II of the XVth International Conference 

of the Red Cross held at Tokyo in 1934 and Resolution No. 40 of the 
XVIIIth Conference held at Toronto in 1952;

recognizing that it is imperative that former Junior Red Cross 
members be enthusiastically welcomed into the ranks of the adult 
Red Cross;

aware that action in this respect has been inadequate and has not 
met with the success anticipated;

considering that National Societies must enlist the younger genera
tion in order to ensure the success of their work, and that young people 
are capable of assuming wider responsibilities;

recommends,
(a) that National Societies, as a matter of urgency, examine ways and 

means of solving this problem,
(b) that the League of Red Cross Societies give wide publicity to all 

initiative taken by National Societies which is likely to improve 
this situation."

In its Resolution XXXII the XIXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross recommended that the National Societies examine ways and means 
of solving the problem of welcoming young people into the adult Red Cross, 
and that the League of Red Cross Societies give wide publicity to any 
initiatives taken by the National Societies which were likely to improve the 
situation. The Junior Red Cross Bureau consequently inserted this item in 
the Agenda of the IXth session of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee 
(21-24 September 1959, Athens), and prepared a Report giving numerous 
examples of cooperation, from which it appeared that the Juniors were very 
keen to be associated in the activities and life of the adult Red Cross.

The problem was examined by a working party and the Advisory 
Committee finally submitted a recommendation to the Board of Governors, 
which was adopted, that the League Secretariat carry out a general enquiry 
in order to assemble concrete examples of cooperation between adults and 
young people in the Red Cross. The results of this enquiry were to be 
published.

The Junior Red Cross Bureau then sent a circular letter to all
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the National Sections, requesting concrete examples of joint Junior and 
adult activities in their Society. It received replies from 36 National 
Sections and prepared a report for the Xth session of the Junior Red Cross 
Advisory Committee (26-29 September 1961, Prague).

This report gives examples of cooperation arranged under the 
following headings: Red Cross publicity and fund drives; first aid and safety; 
blood transfusion; hospital aid; home nursing; disaster activities; international 
relations. The reforms and experiments made by various National Societies 
to facilitate cooperation between adult and junior members were also related. 
This report was approved by the Advisory Committee and sent to all the 
National Sections, which were able to note and use the example^ given, so 
as to take advantage of young people's abilities and their desire to cooperate 
effectively with members of the adult Red Cross.

XXXIII

(See the text which follows Resolution XXII)

XXXIV

Campaign against Prejudice and Discrimination

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
conscious of the deplorable differences in the living conditions of 

two-thirds of the World population as compared to the other third, and 
the responsibilities of the Red Cross in this connection,

convinced that many causes of this potentially dangerous inequality 
lie within the medical social field,

aware of the fact that large and powerful international organizations 
have undertaken to study and endeavour to solve this problem,

recalling that on several occasions, International Conferences 
where the Red Cross was represented have requested the cooperation 
of non-governmental organizations,of which the Red Cross is one of the 
oldest and has the largest number of members,

requests all National Societies to examine carefully how they can 
effectively participate in campaigns against hunger, malnutrition, 
alcoholism, lack of and insanitary housing and other social evils,

strongly appeals to these Societies not only to continue their 
activities regarding the promotion of physical health, but also to make

4
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special efforts to plan well conceived campaigns in the field of individual 
and social mental health against prejudice, discrimination and racialism 
and to extend aid to the victims of these evils in accord with the humanitarian 
traditions of the Red Cross. "

This Resolution, addressed to the National Societies, was duly 
communicated to them, in order that they might adjust their activities to 

a the effort demanded of the Red Cross in campaigns relating to individual
and collective mental health, to combat prejudice, discrimination and racial 

» distinctions, and assist the victims of these evils.
The ICRC and the League have sent representatives to all the 

conferences of governmental and non-governmental organisations for the 
elimination of discrimination and prejudices and protection against the 
scourges of mankind. The International Review of the Red Cross, in particular 
has given considerable space to the publication of documents from the 
organisers of the world hunger campaign.

The League, in its own sphere, has exerted its influence on the 
National Societies, urging them to take part in World Refugee Year, World 
Mental Health Year and the World Hunger Campaign,

So far as concerns the fight against alcoholism, a document has 
been prepared on the Red Cross and the combat of this scourge. Experts 
of National Societies interested in the matter have taken part in different

, international meetings and seminars on the subject.
Exchanges of information, documents, publications and audio

visual means have been instituted and the League has drawn the attention 
of the National Societies, on the basis of concrete examples from sister 
Societies, to the role they can play in mental health and the fight against 
alcoholism.

XXXV

Procedure for Invitations to International Conferences of the

Red Cross

’’The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
having taken note of the invitations issued, according to the Statutes
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of the International Reel Cross, by the Standing Commission, to 
Governments parties to the Geneva Conventions,to the Red Cross 
Societies and International Organizations of the Red Cross, as 
well as to ether Organizations;

having noted also observations made, at its first Meeting, on the 
subject of these invitations;

expresses its thanks to the Standing Commission for the work which 
it has accomplished,

, reaffirms the general principle that the National Society which offers
its hospitality to an International Conference acts in accordance with the 
Statutes in transmitting the invitations merely as an intermediary and

* that, therefore, all members must refrain from addressing themselves
in this matter to the inviting National Society as such;

desires that, also in future, the invitations to all International 
Conferences of the Red Cross be issued in a spirit of broad universality 
and include in the interest of Humanitarian Law, all Governments exercising 
authority over territories where the Geneva Conventions are applicable, 
this regardless of whether these Governments enjoy recognition by other 
signatories;

underlines that, in the field of the Red Cross, the criteria of recogni
tion customary in the intercourse between States do not apply, and that 
consequently the decisions regarding the invitations to Red Cross Conferences 
do not and cannot set a precedent in other fields,”

The difficulties which arose at New Delhi made the Standing 
Commission firmly decided to avoid a recurrence of such incidents at the time 
of the Red Cross Centenary celebrations.

This led it to relinquish convening the International Conference
of the Red Cross in Geneva during the Centenary year, thus obviating the

I

delicate question of invitations to governments. To compensate, the Standing 
Commission decided to convene the Council of Delegates and the Board of 
Governors from 28 August to 10 September 1963 in Geneva, under the title of 
the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross.

XXXVI

Invitations to International Conferences of the Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
having in mind the report of the Chairman of the Standing Commission, 
confirming the statement of the Chairman of the Standing Commission 

that the Red Cross is not concerned with juridical and political questions 
regarding the status of governments,
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resolves in accordance with the traditional principles of the Red Cross 
that it is the sense of the Conference that all governments invited'to attend 
the Conference be addressed according to their own official titles,"

This Resolution did not call for any action.

XXXVII

(See text which follows Resolution XVIII)

XXXVIII

Homage to Mahatma Gandhi

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that the philosophy of Gandhi rejects the very idea of war 

and that the reason for the existence of the Red Cross as a movement and as 
an organization, is to alleviate the suffering caused thereby, and

whereas the present Conference is being held in the capital of a country 
to whose foundation he contributed in preaching and practising the doctrine 
of non-violence,

pays tribute to the revered memory of Mahatma Gandhi, father of the 
Indian Union,

the figure of Mahatma Gandhi, the shining example of his action and 
his life, his very death, identify him with and incarnate the immortal 
principles of the Red Cross, Gandhi in his creed of non-violence sums 
up the whole spiritual tradition of India from Asoka to the present day. 
He followed this tradition, which he practised with evangelical and apostolic 
zeal, never resorting to any other weapon in the great fight to free his 
country than the irresistible force of the rejection of force,

Gandhi who knew neither hatred nor resentment with his almost mystical 
love for his neighbour, will remain for all time the symbol of peaceful 
action as an instrument for the solution of human conflicts,"

This Resolution did not call for further action.



XXXIX

Appointment of members of the Standing Commission of the

International Conference of the Red Cross

"The XJXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
appoints as members of the Standing Commission of the International 

Red Cross for the period 1957-1963: The Hon. Rajkumari Amrit Kuur 
(India), His Excellency, Ambassador A. François-Poncet (France), 
General A. M. Gruenther (U. S, A. ), Professor A, Miterev (U. S, S.R, ), 
Mr. T. W. Sloper (Brazil)."

This Resolution did not call for any other action.

XL

Place and Date of the XXth International Conference of the

Red Cross

"The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
gratefully accepts the invitation of the Swiss Red Cross, the Inter

national Committee and the League to hold the XXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross in Geneva in 1963, the year of the centenary of the 
Red Cross. "

For the reasons given above, this Conference has been postponed.
The Council of Delegates will act in its stead, so far as its attributions 
permit.


