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DISSEMINATION OF RED CROSS PRINCIPLES

AND GENEVA CONVENTIONS ¿MONG YOUTH

When working on the task, which is so necessary, of disse
minating the Geneva Conventions, it is not possible to reach all sections of 
the population. However, one should aim in the first place at youth in all 
countries.

In this sphere, the Red Cross expects much from young people, 
who have a sharp sense of justice and who can be fired with enthusiasm by a 
fine ideal. They will thus learn not only to respect the individual in all cir
cumstances, but also to practise mutual aid and, above all, perhaps to spread 
the spirit of peace and understanding amongst the peoples of the world.

In conformity with Resolutions XXIX and XXX of the XIXth 
International Conference of the Red Cross (New Delhi, 1957), the League and 
the ICRC examined ways of drawing up documentary material with a view to 
facilitating by teachers and Red Cross instructors, the dissemination of the 
principles of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions amongst the young.

The Board of Governors has been kept informed of this work 
which started with a consultation of experts in Geneva at the beginning of 
1958. Mrs. Warburton (formerly Miss Coke), then Directress of the Junior 
Red Cross of Great Britain and Dr. Fehr, Director of the Junior Red Cross 
in the German Federal Republic, had a series of discussions with the re
presentatives of the ICRC and the League.

Out of these conversations came two joint League-ICRC pu
blications; the illustrated handbook and the Robinson family.

The Illustrated Handbook, produced by the ICRC, describes 
the Conventions in detail. It constitutes for Red Cross instructors or for 
teachers in primary and secondary schools what one could call "the master 
book". The points which it contains concerning the Conventions, together 
with general information on the way the Red Cross works, enable answers to 
be given to questions raised by the young and comments appropriate to their 
age and instruction, to be made on the essentials of the law of Geneva.

Since it is hoped that this handbook will be seen by the young, 
it is illustrated by abundant photographs. These, which have been taken from 
ICRC and League archives, were preferred to imaginative drawings, in order 
to show that the situations described in the Geneva Conventions have actually 
taken place and still exist in people's lives. The Handbook has been produced 
in French and English editions, but the intention of the ICRC and of the League 
was to publish the same text together with the same illustrations in as many 
other languages as possible, thus enphasizing the universality of the Red 
Cross. To this end, the two international Red Cross institutions have given 
free copyright of this publication to all National Red Cross Societies.



The "Robinson Family" has been written by Mrs. Warburton, 
who has made a gift to the International Red Cross of the author's copyright. 
It is an imaginary work, in places humourously written and illustrated, des
cribing the experiences in war of members of one family. The publication 
teaches in a simple and attractive manner the provisions of the Geneva Con
ventions of 1949. It gives practical examples of protective measures resulting 
therefrom for the victims of war.

So far only a limited issue has been made of this booklet in 
English. In view of the large number of requests, the ICRC and the League 
now propose considerably to expand production of this edition.

As regards higher education, the ICRC has drawn up a course 
of five lessons on the Geneva Conventions which it has forwarded to govern
ments and to law faculties for information, in order to have the law of Geneva 
inscribed in official programmes of instruction in international law. The 
ICRC has already received several notifications that this will be done.

This course has also been forwarded to National Red Cross 
Societies, but it should be pointed cut that it is above all aimed at their offi
cers and instructors. In principle, it is not intended for the young, as are the 
two publications mentioned above.

Everything that has been done until now should inspire activi
ties which will be undertaken in future, depending on the basic idea that the 
Conventions are likely to stir the imagination of the young, all the more as 
they constitute perhaps a unique example of agreement amongst peoples on 
concrete points, agreement which is based not on relations between forces 
in Power,but on the respect for the individual.

One should try to find links between the demands of human 
fellowship in time of war, such as they are set forth in the Geneva Conven
tions, and the attitude which every member of society should observe in time 
of peace towards his own kind. In this way the spirit of mutual aid and 
friendship, which the Junior Red Cross wishes to foster amongst its mem
bers, can be considered as being the best method of preparing the young to 
understand the principles of the Geneva Conventions. To show children or 
adolescents how/they ought to behave towards others in their daily life, is to 
lead them to transpose this attitude to situations created by war. The direc
ting idea of a teaching of the Geneva Conventions could be described by the 
expression: "if you still find yourself in a state of war, find ways towards 
peace. "

Taking in account all that has been done in the past to make 
the Geneva Conventions known, suitable measures should now be considered 
to ensure their wider dissemination in the future. The use of films and 
slides being more and more wide-spread in teaching methods, it would seem 
advisable that such visual forms of information should be placed at the 



disposal of National Societies. It would serve a very useful purpose, if 
means were to be found for combining texts and illustrations and creating 
figures whose outlines could become familiar to all, and which could then 
be used in other ways, such as by films, cartoons and flannelgraphs.

Independently of the efforts expected from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross and the League, the National Societies should 
be able to count upon the support cf the teaching authorities. One should 
first of all have the principle admittecjàhat the lessons on the Geneva Conven
tions should be included in teaching programmes and that teachers should 
then be prepared to give these lessons, in liaison especially with the Red 
Cross. One of the rôles of the Junior Red Cross should be to extend the 
knowledge of the Conventions and not to consider the latter as being an 
instrument of publicity for the former. Each National Society should 
therefore decide to what extent and under what form the Junior Red Cross 
should be used to facilitate the teaching of the Conventions. It is evident 
that, at a first glance, the Junior Red Cross is ideally placed for supporting 
the action of the Red Cross in schools and that the educators, the animators 
of the movement, could contribute to successfully disseminating the prin
ciples of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions amongst the young.


