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PROVISIONAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRC

January 1 - June 30, 1963

I. PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

AFRICA

Creation of a general delegation in Sub-Equatorial Africa

At the beginning of 1963 the ICRC set up a general delegation 
in Sub-Equatorial Africa, with headquarters in Salisbury. Mr. Georges 
Hoffmann, an ICRC delegate for many years, assumed the appointment of 
general delegate, with responsibilities for representing the ICRC in the 
following countries: Congo (Leopoldville), Ruanda, Burundi, Uganda, Kenya, 
Zanzibar, Tanganyika, Angola, Mozambique, Federation of Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland, Madagascar, Union of South Africa with the territories of South- 
West Africa, Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland, the Islands of Reunion 
and Mauritius, and the Archipelagos of Comoro and Seychelles, these latter 
together with the countries upcn which they depend.

In view of the general situation in some of these countries, 
and their stage of development, it had, in fact, become apparent to the ICRC 
that important steps could usefully be taken for the future of the Red Cross in 
these areas. The setting-up of this general delegation had for objects to 
establish and maintain direct and close contact with the authorities and the 
Red Cross Societies of these countries, to assist in making the Geneva 
Conventions more widely known and to see to their application, to facilitate 
the formation and development of National Red Cross Societies in these States 
and, finally, to undertake, in the name of the ICRC and with the assistance 
of the regional delegates, every humanitarian measure in conformity with 
the traditional principles of the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions.

Shortly after assuming office, Mr Hoffmann proceeded to 
Elisabethville, where recent fighting between the United Nations forces and 
the Katanga police militia had created many problems; thence to Leopoldville 
where he was received notably by Mr. Cyrille Adoula, Head of the Government, 
and Mr. Justin Bomboko, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. The ICRC general
delegate then visited the Union of South Africa, where he met leading officials 
and members of the Red Cross, as well as several members of the Government, 
in particular, Mr. Eric Louw, the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Continuing 
his contacts with the authorities and the National Red Cross organisations of 
the above-mentioned African territories, Mr. Hoffmann visited, successively, 
Mozambique, Mauritius, Reunion, Madagascar, Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, 
and once again the Union of South Africa where, during the first days of June 
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he visited several territories of the Union and in particular the Transkei and 
South-West Africa. He also met many Red Cross personalities of these 
territories.

Towards mid-June, 1963, Mr. Hoffmann was called upon to 
take temporary charge of a special ICRC mission and had to interrupt his work 
in Sub-Equatorial Africa for a month. During this period, Mr. G. C, Senn, the 
ICRC delegate in the Congo, assumed ad interim responsibility for the general
delegation at Salisbury.

Congo

Katanga-As soon as it became known that fighting had broken out afresh in 
Elisabethville between the United Nations forces and the Katangese police 
militia Mr Senn, the ICRC delegate, proceeded to Elisabethville and from 
December 21, 1962 onwards organised the necessary emergency measures. 
In agreement with the United Nations armed forces, the services of the 
Katangti Red Cross and ambulance service were ensured by means of a 
system of registration and issue of permits which enabled proper control to be 
exercised. On December 27, Mr Senn organised, in conjunction with the 
United Nations and the Katanga. ambulance service, the partial evacuation 
of the "Golf" quarter of Elisabethville. On January 3, he intervened with the 
authorities to maintain order and avoid tribal strife. Meanwhile, thousands of 
refugees were fleeing towards the Rhodesian border, and the ICRC delegate 
made every effort to keep in touch with the local authorities, the United Nations 
forces, the Katanga Red Cross and the Southern Rhodesian branch of the 
.BritishRed Cross, so that the refugees could be given all the necessary help. 
For this purpose, Mi’ Senn toured the various localities where the refugees 
had gathered, especially in the neighbourhood of the Rhodesian border, on 
several occasions,and organised convoys, under the auspices of the ICRC, and 
the return of these refugees to their homes. Food supplies for the refugees 
were ensured thanks to the active support of the Rhodesian Red Cross and, 
Elisabethville having returned to normal, the refugees at last returned to 
their homes.

Finally, Mr Senn obtained permission to visit the prisoners 
captured by the Katanga . forces during the fighting and, at the end of January 
he visited the prison of Kolwezi, where he obtained the release of 24 persons: 
15 military and 9 civilians. The ICRC delegate also visited the Kasapa Prison 
at Elisabethville.

Leopoldville - During February, Mr Senn, accompanied by two doctors, one 
nominated by the Congolese Government and the other belonging to the Swiss 
medical unit in the Congo, visited former members of the Katanga and South 
Kasai police militia at N’dolo Prison. The delegate also visited a number of 
political detainees at the Makala Prison. Previously, Mrs Jeanne Egger, the 
ICRC delegate in Leopoldville, had also visited several former members of 
the South Kasai government at N’dolo Prison. All Katangese military and 



- 3 -

civilian personnel, as well as two political personalities from South Kasai, 
interned in this prison were finally released as a result of the ceaseless 
interventions on the part of the ICRC representative. These visits were 
renewed in April and several improvements, particularly concerning the 
diet, were made to the conditions of the detainees, thanks to the efforts of 
the ICRC representatives.

Further intercessions resulted in the release, by the United 
Nations forces, of six European military personnel captured 
while serving with the Katanga forces.

Stanleyville- At Stanleyville, Mr Senn visited Katanga military personnel
* detained in the Konga-Konga Prison and the Stanleyville Central Prison.

Following this visit, he intervened with the authorities of the Central 
Government for the release of 102 Katanga . police militia, which took place 
on May 14.

Luluabourg - In May, Mr Senn visited the Luluabourg Central Prison where 
there were about 200 prisoners. He took advantage of this trip to visit the 
hospitals of the town also, and to acquaint himself with the general situation 
of the district and the needs of the population, which had been sorely tried by 
recent events. During his stay in Luluabourg, the ICRC delegate lectured 
to the officers of the Congolese National Army of the garrison on the Geneva 
Conventions.

NORTH AFRICA

- Algeria - In February, the ICRC arranged for one of its Vice-Presidents,
Mr 3. Gonard, former Corps Commander in the Swiss Army, to proceed to 
Algiers in order to decide, in agreement with the Algerian Government, on

* the steps the ICRC should take to trace persons missing in Algeria since
March 19, 1962, and also what assistance could be given to persons detained 
following the outbreak of hostilities. Mr Gonard, who was accompanied by 
Mr Roger Vust, resident delegate in Algeria, and Mr J. de Heller, assistant
delegate, had, in the course of his stay in Algiers, several meetings with 
Mi' Ben Bella, President of the Algerian Government, and also with several 
of his ministers. These meetings were held to agree on the manner of 
carrying out the task entrusted to the ICRC in Algeria, namely, to visit 
persons who had been detained for crimes committed in connection with the 
recent hostilities and to enquire into the fate of persons missing since the 
cease-fire.

At the conclusion of the talks, Mr Ben Bella and Mr Gonard 
signed an agreement by which the Algerian Governrnent undertook to afford the 
ICRC all the facilities it required for the fulfilment of that mission which had, 
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also, been the subject of conversations between the French and Algerian 
authorities. Before leaving Algiers, Mr Gonard visited the Maison-Carrée 
Prison, where he spoke freely with several detainees. On his recommendation, 
The Algerian Government ordered the release of ill detainees.

By mid-March the special ICRC mission, some twenty-odd 
strong, and headed by Mr Claude Pilloud, Deputy Director for General Affairs 
of the ICRC, began its work in Algeria. At the very outset, the task of the 
ICRC delegates of tracing missing persons proved to be exceedingly difficult, 
particularly so because inquiries were not being instituted until several 
months after the persons had disappeared. The problem of the "harkis", and 
visits to them at military camps did not, either, proceed without difficulties.

In June, Mr Gonard, Vice-Frcsidcnt of the ICRC, returned 
once again to Algiers with the object of discussing with Mr Ahmed Ben Bella, 
the Head of the Government, the work being done by the special ICRC mission.

After the departure of Mr Pilloud, Deputy Director for 
General Affairs of the ICRC, from Algiers, the delegation was led successively 
by Mr Bertrand de Haller, Mr GeorgæHoffmann, the general-delegate of the 
ICRC in Sub-Equatorial Africa, detached temporarily to Algiers, then by 
Mr Georges Marti.

NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST

The conflict in the Yemen

Early in the year an ICRC mission visited Sanaa. This was the 
first occasion representatives of the ICRC were visiting the Yemeni capital 
and they were received with much friendliness and attention.

The ICRC delegates, Mr Roger Du Pasquier and Mr Joseph 
Gasser, were received by Mr Adballah Sallal, President of the Arab Republic 
of the Yemen, who undertook to ensure that the principles of the Geneva 
Conventions would be respected.

The delegates held lengthy discussions with other representa
tives of the Yemeni authorities, to whom they handed over some documenta
tion on the Geneva Conventions. At the Sanaa hospital they visited a number 
of wounded and a few detainees in hospital for treatment, and also a former 
Minister of the Royalist Government.

The ICRC mission to Sanaa was also to make contact with 
the Red Crescent Society of the Yemen, which had just been formed. The 
delegates had several meetings with Mr Mohammed Abdel Wasaa Hamid, the 
Director-General of the Society, of which the President is Mr Ali Mohammed 
Said, Minister of Health: local branches of the Society are being trained at Taiz 
and Hodeida.
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One of the mission's main purpose was to gather information 
on what emergency assistance, and particularly medical aid, was needed by 
the Republic of the Yemen as a result of the existing situation. In this 
connection, the delegates noticed that while there was a sufficient number of 
doctors there was a shortage, often critical, of pharmaceutical supplies and 
medical equipment.

During their mission, the delegates broke their journey in 
Cairo, where they had talks with Mr Asfahany, Secretary-General, and other 
leading personalities of the Red Crescent of the United Arab Republic. They 
also called at Aden, where they were received by the local branch of the 
British Red Cross, In March, a doctor delegate of the ICHC, Doctor Jurg 
Baer, left Geneva with a consignment of urgently needed medicines for Sanaa, 
where a medical team of the United Arab Republic Red Crescent was already 
established. During his stay in the Yemen, Doctor Baer took an active part 
in the distribution of medical aid to the various hospitals of the Yemen 
Republic. He had in fact noticed, in this connection, a remarkable lack of 
co-ordination. He himself undertook the distribution of considerable stocks 
of medicines given by National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. The 
ICRC delegate also enquired, but unsuccessfully, of the fate of any Royalist 
prisoners in the hands of the Republican forces. Before his departure from 
the Yemen where, early in July, he was replaced by Mr Joseph Gasser, 
Doctor Baer had visited sixty-five members of the Royal family interned in 
the capital.

At the same time, the ICRC maintained its contacts with the 
Yemeni Royalist authorities fighting against the Republican régime in Sanaa 
with a view to bringing medical assistance to the wounded in the North and East 
of the country. After a first preliminary survey by two ICRC representatives, 
Doctors Rubli and Pidcrmann, who had gone to the Yemeni-Saudi borders in 
December, 1962, to assess the extent of the requirements, a new mission 
went to Saudi Arabia, where it met Prince Adberrahman Ben Yahya, cousin 
of the Imam El Badr, Mr Ahmed El Sahni, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and 
ether representatives of the Royalist Government. The Yemeni spokesmen 
confirmed to the ICRC delegates their intention of supplying them with the 
usual information on prisoners captured during the fighting. This mission, 
composed of Mx’ Pierre Gaillard, delegate, Doctor Bruno Beretta, and Mr. 
Ibrahim Zreikat, interpreter, studied the possibility of sending medical 
teams among the Yemeni Royalist forces, which had hitherto lacked all 
medical facilities. The delegates of the ICRC also had talks with Mr Omar 
Sakkaf, Saudi-Arabian Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs, who promised to 
grant all the necessary facilities to the Red Cross mission.

Doctor Beretta, ICRC delegate to the Yemeni Royalist 
authorities, then went on to Najran, a Saudi-Arabian locality close to the 
Yemen frontier,where there was a hospital. He was accompanied by Doctor 
Mahmoud Amr, of the Jordan Red Crescent. The ICTIC delegate took the 
necessary preliminary steps for the setting-up of/inedical team, which was, 
however, delayed owing to the great difficulties resulting from the nature 
of the country and the conditions of the fighting. At the same time, Doctor 
Beretta took an active interest in the fate of prisoners of war captured by the 
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Yemeni Royalist forces. Thanks to his efforts, a first contingent of 26 
prisoners belonging to the U.A.R, forces was released and repatriated to 
Cairo by the ICRC. In order to obtain these results and to see how effectively 
medical assistance could be given to the wounded, the ICRC delegate did 
not hesitate to go personally to the headquarters of the Royalist forces, in 
Yemeni territory.

In fact, soon after the first missions, the ICRC had sent an 
appeal for assistance in favour of the victims of the conflict in the Yemen to

* 37 National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies. This appeal sought to 
obtain the assistance of a number of medical teams and also contributions in 
cash or in kind (medicines and medical equipment). About ten National

* Societies replied favourably to the ICRC appeal. The Red Lion and Sun 
Society of Iran and the Swiss Red Cross had each offered to send a medical 
team, but the actual arrival of these teams was delayed by events.

Early in July, two new delegates, Doctor Candide Marcoli 
and Mr Joseph Gasser, succeeded Doctors Beretta and Baerto represent 
the ICRC on both the Royalist as well as the Republican sides. Also, as 
soon as it was known that the United Nations had decided to send a mission 
to the area of hostilities to observe and enforce the "agreement of disenga
gement" subscribed to by both Parties to the conflict, the International 
Committee made contact with the Secretary-General of that Organization 
in order to effect the necessary co-ordination.

The intervention of the ICRC in the Arab peninsula marks 
an important step forward. In fact, until to-day Saudi Arabia and the Yemen 
were among the very few countries of the world where the Red Cross and 
the Geneva Conventions were unknown. However, a Red Crescent Society 
now exists in the Yemen, and at the time of the ICRC missions, both 
President Sallal as well as the Imam El Badr declared their readiness to 
respect the principles of the Conventions. Even greater progress has been

* made in Saudi Arabia.

* Saudi Arabia

At the time of the above-mentioned missions, the Saudi 
Arabian authorities informed the ICRC representatives of their intention of 
promoting the setting-up, in the Kingdom, of a National Red Crescent Society. 
And, in fact, during the first months of the year, the setting-up of a National 
Society was under active study at Jedda; in addition, Saudi Arabia has acceded 
to the Geneva Conventions, thus eliminating one of the last blank spots which 
still existed on the Red Cross map of the world.
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FAR EAST AND SOUTH-EAST ASIA

Sino-Indian Conflict

During February, the ICRC Central Tracing Agency received 
from the Indian Red Cross another list of Indian prisoners in the hands of 
the Chinese authorities. On this occasion, the Indian Red Cross informed 
the ICRC that the number of military personnel captured by the Chinese 
forces up to November 16, 1962, was 3, 319, excluding the 716 wounded and 
sick handed over to the Indian Red Cross with the bodies of the 13 other 
Indians before the end of 1962.

On February 7, 1963, the President of the ICRC sent a 
telegram to Marshal Chen-Yi, Vice-Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Chinese Peoples' Republic, requesting him, in accordance 
with the Third Geneva Convention, to which China is a party,to authorize an 
ICRC delegate to visit the Indian prisoners. The ICRC President took the 
opportunity of mentioning that an ICRC delegate had been authorized to visit 
interned Chinese civilians in Indian territory, to whom assistance was 
subsequently given on behalf of the International Committee. •

The Chinese Minister for Foreign Affairs replied on 
February 18, supplying the ICRC with certain details on the measures which 
had been taken in China to ensure a fair treatment of the Indian prisoners. 
While objecting to the internment which a number of Chinese nationals in 
India were being subjected to, the Chinese Government stated that all problems 
relating to Indian prisoners would have to be settled direct between the two 
countries concerned.

However, in spite of the maintenance of diplomatic relations, 
the Indian prisoners of war had not been able to receive visits from the 
representatives of the Indian Embassy in Peking. Similarly, the interned 
Chinese civilians had not been visited by the Chinese diplomats accredited 
to India.

On April 2, the Chinese Red Cross informed the ICRC of the 
decision taken by the Peking Government to release all the Indian prisoners 
and repatriate them to India. These measures began on April 10 with the 
repatriation of a first contingent of 144 prisoners and have continued since 
then at regular intervals.

Finally, on June 2 5, an ICRC delegate, Mr Max Stalder, 
paid a further visit to the camp at Deoli, in Rajasthan State, where the Indian 
Government, following the outbreak of the conflict with China, had interned 
a number of Chinese nationals residing in its territory. He met 924 internees 
of whom about 300 were on the point of being repatriated to China.

It will be recalled that the first visit took place on December 
12, 1962, and was made by Mr André Durand, the ICRC general-delegate 
for Asia.



- 8 -

It should also- be mentioned that an ICRC representative, 
Mr H. Schmid, the ICRC delegate to Nepal, undertook a series of visits 
to the refugee camps in Assam State and in the N. E, F. A. (North East 
Frontier Agency) from 5 to 10 February.

Nepal - In January 1963, the ICRC delegation in Nepal had to face a new 
situation. Informed of the sudden arrival of several thousand Tibetan refugees 
at the Indian frontier in the Terai (district of Bhairawa-Buwal), it sent its 
delegates to the area. As the persons concerned had never previously asked 
for Red Cross assistance and noticing that their condition was very precarious, 
the ICRC decided to go to their aid. It provided over 30, 000 kilogrammes 
of supplies (oil, beans, flour, powdered milk) from the surplus stock put 
at its disposal by the United States Government, and distributed them to the 
more needy refugees.

In the first months of the year the ICRC continued, in 
accordance with the programme laid down, its activities in favour of Tibetan 
refugees in Nepal, which it completed on May 31. Other institutions then took 
over.

During this period the ICRC delegation in Nepal noticed a 
decrease in the number of refugees for which it had been responsible. Thus, 
in the handicraft cerir^of Katmandu, at the end of February, there were 
342 persons, of whom about 200 were actively engaged at work. At the 
reception and transit camp of Hyangja-Fokhara, 318 refugees, instead of 
7 50 in October, 1962, were receiving medical aid and food supplies. At the 
agricultural colony of Dhor Patan, there were 170 persons in permanent 
residence; the work was proceeding satisfactorily on the 50 acres of land 
reclaimed so far, where wheat, oats, harley, potatoes and vegetables were 
being grown. At Chialsa-Solu (Eastern Nepal), 340 children were attending 
school; 86 persons were employed in a handicraft centre and 98 persons 
unfit for work (sick, elderly people, children) were receiving regular relief 
with food supplies.

Vietnam - During February, Mr André Durand, the ICRC general-delegate in 
Asia, undertook an extended tour of Saigon to study the humanitarian problems 
arising from the hostilities which were taking place in the Republic of Vietnam. 
He paid special attention to the conditions of persons detained as a result of 
the emergency, as well as the regrouping of dispersed families.

The ICRC representative was received by Doctor Fham- 
van-Eat, President of the Vietnamese Red Cross, as well as by the principal 
leaders of the Society. He also had the opportunity of meeting Mr Vu-van-Mau, 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and also the Secretaries of State for 
the Interior and Health.

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam turned down the 
request of the ICRC to be allowed to visit places of detention and to assist 
rebel armed combatants who nad been captured. No did it consider itself 
in a position to accept the proposals put to it concerning the regroupment 
of families separated between the North and South.
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Singapore - Thanks to authority having been obtained by the movement 
"Amnesty International", the ICRC was able to visit, during May, the 
political detainees in the prisons of Singapore. This visit was made by 
Mr André Durand.

Japan - The repatriation scheme of Koreans residing in Japan to North 
Korea continued during the first six months of the year with an average of 
200 persons per convoy. The total number of Koreans repatriated since 
the beginning of these operations in 1959 is 79, 584.

Indonesia - Following the action which the Netherlands Government had 
requested it to undertake since the end of 1961, the ICRC remitted, at the 
beginning of the year, the sum of 525, 000 Swiss Francs to the Indonesian 
Red Cross. These Netherlands funds were intended for payment of pensions 
and allowances to entitled Dutch nationals residing in Indonesia. Returning 
from Tokyo in May, Mr André Durand stopped in Djakarta, where he made 
contact with the Indonesian Red Cross.

Following the recent resumption of diplomatic and consular 
representation between Indonesia and the Netherlands, the ICRC has, however, 
been able to put an end to its rôle as neutral intermediary in Indonesia. Since 
the beginning of the operation, in 1961, the ICRC has transmitted funds 
totalling 557, 000 Dollars, the number of persons benefitting amounting to 
about 800. Its intervention has also enabled a large number of family messages 
to be exchanged.

EUROPE

r
Poland Assistance to the victims of pseudo-medical experiments

* A new ICRC mission, composed of Mr. Jean-Pierre Maunoir,
delegate, and Doctor Jacques de Rougemont, doctoi’ delegate, went to 
Poland in January to examine a new group of victims of pseudo-medical 
experiments carried out in the German Concentration Camps during the 
Second World War. We would recall that the ICRC, at the request of the 
Government of the German Federal Republic, had accepted to act as 
intermediary to remit any financial assistance which that Government wished 
to grant to the victims of these experiments residing in countries with which 
it did not have diplomatic relations.

The new group of victims examined by the delegates had 
previously been selected by the Polish Red Cross. In close co-operation 
with the latter, Doctor de Rougemont examined each case of this group, 
roughly about one hundred. He reported on the merits of these requests and 
drew up a recommendation for the neutral commission responsible for 
deciding on the extent of compensation to be paid, based on the seriousness 
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of the experiments to which they had been subjected and the harmful effects 
from which they were still suffering.

The neutral commission met on March 20th and 21st at 
the offices of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva.

The commission was composed of Mr Jean Graven, 
professor at the Faculty of Law and Rector of the University of Geneva, 
who presided, of Doctor Alex F. Muller, professor of Physio-Pathology 
at the University of Genova, and of Doctor Sylvain Mutrux, Deputy Medical 
Director of the Psychiatric Clinic of Bel-Air at Geneva. Two representatives 
of the Polish Red Cross were present as observers: Miss Danuta Zys, Head 
of the Department of external Relations, and Doctor Jerzy Nowkumski, 
doctor delegate. The Rapporteur was Doctor Jacques de Rougemont, doctor 
delegate of the ICRC.

The commission concerned itself with 96 cases prepared 
by the Polish Red Cross and the doctor delegate of the ICRC. They were 
all accepted, with one exception, for whom additional information was 
called for.

In June, the Government of the German Federal Republic 
remitted to the ICRC the sum of 3, 135, 000 Marks as compensation for the 
victims of these experiments.

A new mission of the ICRC left for Poland early in July, 
to study 104 further cases.

Czechoslovakia - An ICRC mission visited Prague in January with the 
object of studying, in co-operation with the Czechoslovak Red Cross and 
the National Association of ex-Servicemen, the possibility of granting to 
the Czech victims of pseudo-medical experiments carried out in German 
Concentration Camps under the Nazi regime, similar compensation to that 
paid to Hungary and Poland. This mission was headed by Mr. J. P. Maunoir, 
ICRC delegate.

Greece - During May, the ICRC undertook a new series of visits of prisons, 
and also distributed relief to political detainees in Greece. Cn this occasion, 
the ICRC delegate, (Mr. G. Colladon) remitted to the detainees he was 
allowed to visit, relief from the German Red Cross of the German Democrat
ic Republic, the Czechoslovak Red Cross, the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR and the ICRC.
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LATIN AMERICA

In June the ICRC entrusted one of its delegates, Mr. Pierre 
Jequier, with a mission in a number of countries of Latin America. Mr. 
Jequier having been invited to attend a regional conference organized by the 
Argentine Red Cross at Buenos-Aires, and also to meet the Red Cross of 
Venezuela, the ICRC decided to complete the tour of its delegate with visits 
to a number of other National Red Cross Societies, with whom he had not had 
the opportunity of massing personnel contact for many years. After visiting 

t the Argentine, Uruguay and Paraguay, Mr. Jequier ended his mission by at
sojourn in Bolivia, Peru and Venezuela. Everywhere the ICRC representative 
was very warmly received and given facilities to discuss direct with the 

• competent authorities the more important Red Cross problems. With the
permission of the Argentine authorities, the ICRC delegate was able to visit, 
at the beginning of July, political and military detainees in Buenos Aires.

II. GENERAL ACTIVITIES

During the first six months of 1963, the Department for 
General Affairs concentrated chiefly on the preparations for the Centenary 
Congress of the International Red Cross, which will be held in Geneva from 
August 28 to September 10, and to draw up the numerous reports presented 
to the Council of Delegates. The preparation of other events falling within 
the scope of the Centenary; lectures - discussions devoted to the general 
theme "the Red Cross in the 'World To-Day"; Seminary on the activities of 
the Red Cross for victims of armed conflict^ International Study Centre for 
the leaders of Red Cross Nursing Services; etc - has also, to a very large 
extent, taken-up much of the time of the various other department of the ICRC.

t In the special field of protection of civilian populations in
time of war, the International Committee has continued its efforts in the 
direction of legal protection of certain categories of civilian personnel

• (medical and civilian health personnel, personnel of non-military organisations
of civil defence), which the Geneva Conventions appear to cover inadequately.

The work involved in making the Geneva Conventions more 
widely known and in affording a better understanding of the laws and customs 
of war have been pursued energetically (slides, illustrated brochures, revision 
of a Manual of the Laws and Customs of War intended for the Armed* Forces).

Five States have formally acceded to the Geneva Conventions 
during the first six months of 1963: Tanganyika, Senegal, Saudi Arabia, 
Somalia and Madagascar, which brings to 96 the number of countries partici
pating in these Conventions, excluding those countries which are deemed 
to be parties to the Conventions by virtue of the undertaking given at the 
time by the Power exercising sovereignty over these territories, but whose 
formal declaration of continuity has not yet been deposited since their 
accession to independence.
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On February 17, 1963, the International Committee celebrated 
its Centenary with ceremonies at the University of Geneva and the Athénée, 
the cradle of the Red Cross. Cn this occasion it received numerous and 
cordial congratulations, especially from the National Societies.

On May 8 and in connection with the events marking the 
Centenary, the International Radio Broadcast, vzhich is made yearly in 
celebration of the anniversary of the birth of Henry Dunant, was outstandingly 
successful. A radio feature ("A Hundred Years of History or the Third 
Fighter"), the work of a Swiss author, Nirs Isabelle Villars, and accompanied 
by musical effects by Mr André Zumbach, was transmitted by 37 countries 
in four Continents.

On July 4, the International Committee notified the official 
recognition of four National Societies, those of the Federation of Malaya, 
Cameroon, Congo (Leopoldville) and Algeria, The first three Societies 
mentioned have adopted the emblem of the Red Cross and the latter that of 
the Red Crescent. The number of Societies officially recognised is now 94.

Finally, the ICRC has taken steps to set up an intervention 
group, consisting mainly of doctorq specialists in relief and lawyers, who 
may be able to intervene at the shortest possible notice, and with adequate 
means, at any point where its rôle as a neutral intermediary is likely to 
require it to bring prompt, impartial and effective help.


