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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION FOR THE FINANCING

OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE_OF THE RED CROSS

It will be remembered that the Commission was set up 
by the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
(Stockholm, August, 1948) to decide on the methods to be applied 
to supply the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
with regular financial support.

After submitting reports on its work to the XVIIIth 
International Conference (Toronto, July August, 1952) and the 
XIXth International Conference (New Delhi, October-November, 
1957) the Commission wras reconstituted by the latter, which 
appointed the National Societies of Czechoslovakia, India, 
Mexico, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom, to take part 
in it.

On the occasion of the Centenary Congress which 
will be held in Geneva in August and September, 1963, the 
Commission has drawn up the present summarized account of the 
meetings which it has held each year from 1958 to 1962.

Fepressntl.'-’ves of the ICRC have taken part in all 
the meetings of the Commission and have regularly supplied it 
with the necessary documentation.

Meeting of September 23, 1958 - After electing Mr. A. van Emden, 
Tirector of the Netherlands Red Cross, the Commission
heard an explanation by an ICRC. representative on the reasons 
and circumstances which had led to the creation of the 
Commission and of the methods of financing practised hitherto.

The Commission examined the documents placed at its 
disposal and, after again observing that the regular financing 
of the ICRC was insufficient, it decided to retain the method 
of allocating shares applied hitherto - namely the determination 
of a quota for each Society - and to make a fresh examination 
of this question with a view to .the next meeting. Furthermore, 
it expressed the hope that by then, Resolution IX made by the 
International Conference at New Delhi (1) would have been 
widely heeded by National Societies and Governments.

(1) See Annex I.
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Meeting’of September 25, 1959 - After observing that the number 
of contributing Societies had slightly increased, the Commission 
conferred on the proposal of one of its members with a view 
to improving the result of National Societies' financial 
participation. Endeavouring to take into consideration the 
special position of National Societies, it considered that the 
latter should agree to pay the ICRC contributions corresponding 
to half the amounts asked from them by the League for its own 
financing. The Commission was thus taking into account the fact 
that the ICRC receives contributions from Governments.

The National Societies would, from then on, have a 
clearer idea of the voluntary payments which they were being 
asked to make in favour of the ICRC. Eurthermore, this method 
of action would maintain National Societies' contributions to 
both institutions at the same level of proportion.

The Commission approved this method of action and 
hoped that, in application of Resolution IX of the New Delhi 
Conference, each Society would endeavour to effect the contri
bution suggested to it for I960.

Discussions of October 6, I960 - Although the number of contri
buting Societies and the total of their payments to the ICRC 
had increased somewhat in comparison with previous years, the 
Commission nevertheless considered it its duty to stress the 
necessity of the ICRC being able to count on greater financial 
support from National Societies. The Commission decided not to 
change the quota system applied for I960. It expressed the hope, 
however, that the payments effected during the previous year 
would be maintained in 1961 and that the support of other 
National Societies would appreciably enlarge Red Cross partici
pation in the financing of the ICRC.

Meeting of September 29, 1961 - The Commission pointed out that 
under present circumstances, the ICRC could not make a further 
cut in its ordinary expenditure without the risk of prejudicing 
its action. It decided to maintain for 1962 the same principle 
of determination of shares adopted for 1961, and it also 
emphasised the necessary effort required of National Societies, 
both to implement the contributions asked of them and to use 
their contacts with their governments to support energetically 
the appeals of the ICRC. The Societies were to take the steps which 
they judged opportune with a view to obtaining from Governments - on 
which the principal burden of financial aid to the ICRC must rest - a 
reasonable -annual contribution in favour of this institution.



Meeting of September 25, 1962 - The Commission made the usual 
examination of current questions and of documents drawn up for 
it, and it then discussed the recommendations which it wished 
to submit to National Societies concerning financial aid for 
the ICRC's 1963 budget.

The ICRC representative declared that the costs 
engenderedy¥he celebration of the Centenary of the Red Cross 
in Geneva were not included in the ICRCs budget and that they would 
be covered by subsidies from various sources in Switzerland, which it 
had been promised.

In conclusion of its work the Commission decided to 
ask National Societies to pay their contribution to the ICRC 
for 1963 as soon as possible - the same amount as for 1962 - 
and, as a tangible expression of their appreciation of the 
ICRC’s activities, to add to it a once-for-all supplementary 
donation (25% for example) on the occasion of the Centenary of 
its foundation.

This proposal was unanimously approved by the 
members of the Commission and will be included in the letter 
which the Commission will very shortly be sending to National 
Societies.

The following annexes will be found attached hereto:

Annex I The text of the IXth Resolution of the International 
Conference of New Delhi, to which the present state
ment refers.

Annex II A table of the contributions paid to the ICRC by 
National Societies and Governments from 1958 to 
1962 (position at the end of February 1963).



ANNEX I

Resolution IX of the XIXth International Conference 
of the Red Cross (New Delhi, October - November, 1957)

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
whereas the Commission set up by the XVIIth International 

Conference of the Red Cross in its Resolution No. 8 has 
concluded its work and submitted its report,

whereas, according to this report, a number of National 
Societies have made regular voluntary annual contributions to 
the International Committee and whereas the continuation of 
this support and contributions from all National Societies 
are desirable, justified, and necessary,

whereas also, appeals are made by the International 
Committee to Governments which are members of the Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross in accordance with the 
Resolution of the Diplomatic Conference held in Geneva in 
1949 and the participation of National Societies in passing 
on and supporting these appeals varies of necessity from 
country to country according to national custom,

decides :

a) that the report of the Commission set up by the XVIIth 
International Conference of the Red Cross in accordance 
with the above mentioned Resolution is approved,

b) that each National Red Cross Society accepts its obligation 
as a member of the International Red Cross to pay regular, 
voluntary, annual contributions to the International 
Committee,

c) that each National Red Cross Society will continue to 
take such steps as it considers advisable with regard 
to financial appeals made to Governments by the Inter
national Committee in accordance with the above Resolu
tion of the 1949 Deplomatic Conference,

d) that a new Commission shall be appointed consisting of 
the National Societies of Czechoslovakia, Great Britain, 
India, Mexico and the Netherlands.



ANNEX II

Contributions paid to the ICRC by National Red Cross 
Societies and Governments for the years 1958 to 1962 

( Position at the end of February 1963 )

GovernmentsNational Societies of the Red Cross

Contributions paid : for
Total

Contributions
Countries paid from 19581958 1959 1960 1961 1962

to 1962
Sw.Frs • Sw.Frs.

- Afghanistan 9,000.-
* * X X '2,800. - Albania -

- Argentine -

* * x X X 125,165. - Australia 289,950.20
* * X X X 11,300. - Austria 81,565.-
* * * X X 15,000. - Belgium 50,000.-

- Bolivia -
- Brazil 43,063.-

* * ■X X X 10,000. - Bulgaria -
X X X 2,000. - Burma 32,000.-

X 2,000. - Cambodia -
* * * X X 163,762. 50 Canada

Central African
317,556.35

2,110.80Republic
- Ceylon 15,179.90

* * X X X 13,750. 45 Chile 34,487.50
* * X X 35,000. - China -
* * •X- X ■X- 10,021. 75 Colombia 77,687-80
* * ■X X X 2,400. - Costa Rica -
* * 4,295. 05 Cuba -
* * X- X X 13,000. - Czechoslovakia

Dahomey 440.-
* * * X X 10,000. - Denmark 50,000.-
x * * X X 7,188. 40 Dominican Rep. 8,282.45
* * * X X 3,500. - Ecuador 14,688,95
* x * X X 7,410. - Ethiopia -
* -x- X X X 17,400. - Finland 25,000.-

X X X 55,000. - France 245,900.-
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4 National Societies of the Red Cross Governments

Contributions paid: for Contributions
♦ 1958 1959 I960 1961 1962 Total Countries paid from 1958

to 1962

Sw.Frs. Sw.Frs.
Gabon -

•K * * * * 23,000.- Germany (lem.Rep.)
★ * ★ * * 83,000.- Germany (Fed.Rep.) 53,890.90

* * * 4,526.75 Ghana 6,627.-
* * * * * 121,640.- Great Britain 194,420.-
* * * * * 16,060.- Greece 75,000.-

*
* * * * * 3,000.- Guatemala -

Guinea 1,400.-
- Haiti -

Holy See 43,250.-
- Honduras -

* * * * * 5,500.- Hungary 5,000.-
ï * * * * * 2,500.- Iceland -

* * * * 5,428.12 India 271,125.-
▼ - Indonesia 60,000.-

* * 7,750.- Iran 100,000.-
* * * * * 12,320.- Iraq. 32,000.-
* *■ * * * 11,471.- Ireland 27,500.-

Israel 25,000.-
(Red Cross contribution included
in that of the Government) Italy 299,270.57
* * * * * 70,000.- Japan 65,583.24

- Jordan 18,147.-
* * * * * 8,000.- Korea (Tern.Rep. )
* * * * * 14,014.50 Korea (Rep.) 31,349.75

W * 1,400.- Laos -
* * * * * 6,780-.- Lebanon 16,667.15

»

- Liberia 7,504.80
- Libya -

(ICRC annual collection) - Liechtenstein 12,500.-
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Mongolia (People's
Republic)

National Societies of the Red Cross Governments

Contributions paid: for Contributions
1958 1959 I960 1961 1962 Total Countries paid from 1958

-X- -A" -x- *
Sv/. Frs.
8,700.- Luxembourg 

Madagascar 
Mauritania 
Mexico 
Monaco

to 1962
Sw.Frs.
10,000.-
1,760.-
1,320.-

86,213-05*
* *

^(personal 20Q._ 
donation;

* * 5,500.-

* * * * 4,936.76 Morocco 12,180.87
* * * * * 108,000.- Netherlands 88,000.-

* * * * * 30,499-50 New Zealand 121,450.-
* 1,616.70 Nicaragua 430.65

(Society recognized in
May 1961) — Nigeria 10,000.-

* * * * * 13,ooo.- Norway 50,000.-

* * * 6,000.- Pakistan 9,000.-

- Panama -

- Paraguay -

* * * 6,475.60 Peru -

*• * * * * 19,110.- Philippines 17,238.15
* * * * 24,000.- Poland 75,000.-

- Portugal 48,000.-
Rhodesia A Nd
Nyasaland 12,100.95

* * * * * 22,000,- Rumania -

* * * * * 1,973-90 Salvador 9,165.05

* * * * 1,600.- San Marino 3,400.-

Saudi Arabia 38,898.75

(Society recognized in
November 1962) - Sierra Leone

* * * * * 79,442.- South Africa(Rep. )181,830.-

* * * * * 10,060.- Spain 32,000.-
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National Societies of the Red Cross Governments

* * * * Ï,948,059.12

Contributions paid: for
Total

Contributions
Countries paid from 19581958 1959< 1960 1961 1962

to 1962
Sw.Frs. Sv/. Frs.

- Sudan -
- Sweden 100,445.65

(ICRC Annual collection) - Switzerland 2, 500,000.-
- Sy ria -

* * * * * 10,907.50 Thailand 69,000.-
(Society recognized
September 1961)

in
— Togo —

* * * * 5,530.- Tunisia 6,000.-
* * * * 47,279,99 Turkey 142,240.31

- United. Arab Rep. 150,. 000.-
(Society
November

recognized
1962)

in
— Upper Volta 1,754.-
- Uruguay -

* * * * * !537,757.- U.S.A. -
* * * * * 80,843.- U.S.S.R. -

- Venezuela 97,039.10
* * * 5,750.- Viet Nam (fem.Rep. ) -
* * * 5,493,35 Viet Nam (Rep.) 6,003.90

* * 4,000.- Yugoslavia 24,000.-

6,547,617.79
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Number of contrib.paid for ,.............. ...... Number of
1958 1959'1960 1961 1962 ~ . totals Governments

46 355,899.61 for 1958 1,321,365.34 49
52 368,034.75 for 1959 1,305,189.89 53

54 396,547.97 for 1960 1,331,522.04 54

57 412,355.68 for 1961 1,410,456.95 61
55 415,221.11 for 1962 1,179,083.57 45(A)

Totals, as above 1,948,059.12 6,547,617.79

NOTES - (A) A certain number of government contributions 
expected for 1962 had not yet reached the ICRC 
by the end of February 1963, the date on which 
the present list was drawn up.

A comparison of the above amounts with the annual 
accounts of the ICRC's ordinary expenditure appearing 
in its annual reports will show that total 
contributions paid by National Red Cross Societies 
and Governments cover approximately 50% of the 
expenditure incurred by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross.
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