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THE TASKS OF THE ICRC

INTRODUCTION

This report covers the activity of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross1 from October 31, 1956 
to December 31, 1962, and it follows the summarized 
report submitted to the last International Conference 
of the Red Cross (New Delhi 1957).

As its title indicates, it is only a summary of the 
Annual Reports for the years 1957 to 1962, which are 
its indispensable complement and which should be 
referred to for more details.

The autumn of 1956 takes us back to international 
crises, the memory of which is already fading, but it is 
undoubtedly worthwhile remembering what the Red 
Cross did during these dramatic events. It demonstra
ted its effectiveness as a truly neutral institution at the 
same time as the Geneva Conventions of 1949 were 
successfully undergoing the test of an international 
conflict.

Since then, the ICRC has found itself having to deal 
with tasks generally speaking of lesser importance but 
which were often of equal difficulty. It has extended 
its activities in practically every part of the world and 
has come to the aid of victims of many conflicts. These 
have in most cases been civil wars or internal disturb
ances, which raised delicate problems for the ICRC.

The present publication only gives a summarized 
account of these interventions. It also briefly describes 
the work carried out at the headquarters of the ICRC, 
not only from the practical point of view (protection 
of victims, Tracing Agency, relief), but also in the 
general sphere (doctrine, development of humanitarian 
law). The annual reports to which we refer—and which 
we hold at the disposal of Societies which may require 
additional copies—will give more detailed information 
about the various tasks which the ICRC has always 
attempted to accomplish in the spirit of those who 
founded the universal work of the Red Cross in 1863.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

In 1956 the world situation appeared relatively calm, 
in spite of the Algerian conflict in which the ICRC 
actively intervened. The Committee therefore thought

1 For reasons of brevity, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross will be indicated by the initials ICRC. In the same 
way, the expression “ National Societies ” covers the Red Cross, 
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies.

that it could ease the strain on its administration and 
reduce the numbers of its personnel. It was then that 
crisis occurred simultaneously over Suez and Hungary.

Suez conflict

This conflict was the first case in which the new 
Geneva Conventions of 1949 were fully applied. The 
ICRC had to see to their being respected by the bel
ligerents and to assume the responsibility which these 
texts imposed upon it in the case of international war. 
It carried out useful activities on behalf of prisoners 
of war and the wounded, as well as of civilians, 
especially at Port Said, where considerable stocks of 
medicaments and clothing were distributed. Under the 
ICRC’s protection relief trains were able to enter the 
town which was still occupied by the Anglo-French 
forces and leave with the wounded and sick. In Egypt, 
the Committee’s delegates assisted interned and state
less persons, whilst on the Israeli side, they visited 
prisoners of war and saw to the application of the 
Fourth Convention protecting civilians in occupied 
territory.

Hungary

During the events in Hungary, already briefly men
tioned in its previous Summary Report, the ICRC 
deployed intense activity on behalf of the stricken 
population. It organized an air lift comprising in 
particular 90 tons of blood plasma, bandages, medica
ments, food and blankets. Owing to the generosity of 
the National Red Cross Societies, the ICRC was 
enabled to send further consignments of relief supplies 
transported by lorries, rail or waterways. By an agree
ment made with the Budapest authorities, only the 
Committee was authorized to make distributions on 
Hungarian soil. Its columns of lorries were thus able 
to traverse the frontier, closed to all other convoys. In 
Budapest itself, the delegates of the ICRC saw to the 
fair distribution of the relief supplies, whilst in Austria 
other institutions, such as the League of Red Cross 
Societies dealt with the reception of refugees. This 
activity of the ICRC in Hungary was prolonged during 
the greater part of 1957. It enabled the distribution of 
relief to a value of 85 million Swiss francs.

In addition to actions which it continued in various 
regions in the world, the ICRC had, in 1958, to inter
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vene in two further internal conflicts in the Lebanon 
and in Cuba.

Lebanon

During the bloodshed which occurred in that 
country, the ICRC at first attempted to obtain respect 
for the humanitarian clauses contained in article 3 of 
the Conventions. In close co-operation with the 
Lebanese Red Cross, the delegates of Geneva distri
buted considerable quantities of medicaments and food 
by way of relief.

Cuba

The ICRC intervened in Cuba in 1958 in response 
to an appeal made by Fidel Castro, requesting help in 
the evacuation of sick and wounded prisoners held by 
him in the Sierra Maestra. The Committee accordingly 
sent delegates to the spot who, in two operations, 
organized the evacuation of a total number of 423 
prisoners and handed over emergency first-aid medica
ments to the rebel forces. After the fall of the Batista 
government, the ICRC was able to continue its activity 
for several months by bringing its aid to persons de
prived of liberty following on the change of régime. 
However, from the middle of 1959, the ICRC was 
unable to obtain any further authorization to carry out 
its humanitarian activity in the island.

Indonesia

From the beginning of 1958, the ICRC had to carry 
out a variety of tasks in Indonesia. It had first of all to 
assist Netherlands nationals at the time of their de
parture, who had been obliged to leave the country, 
then it handed over relief, especially medicaments (two 
tons) to the victims of hostilities which had broken 
out in Sumatra and the Celebes. Finally, more recently 
the ICRC has been successful in its negotiations with 
the Djakarta authorities and the Indonesian Red Cross, 
enabling Netherlands subjects who had remained on 
the spot to continue to receive pensions and allowances 
paid by the Netherlands.

Laos

The renewed outbreak of hostilities in 1959 in Laos 
obliged the ICRC to intervene by attempting to bring its 
protection and aid to prisoners, wounded and refugees. 
The action which it was also able to carry out, although 
in a limited manner, in areas held by the Pathet Lao 
was considerably extended during the course of 1961. 
Through contributions by National Red Cross Socie
ties, by several governments and from its own relief 
fund, the ICRC made a considerable amount of 
distributions in various regions in which there were 
displaced persons, and its doctor-delegate handed over

medicaments to the hospitals. In 1962 it was especially 
concerned with refugees who, having come from danger 
areas, had concentrated in the Mekong valley.

Japan

Again, in 1959 the ICRC at the request of the 
Japanese Red Cross, agreed to give its help in the 
repatriation of Koreans resident in Japan. This was a 
relatively new task for it and consisted of supervising 
the different phases of the repatriation operations until 
the time of embarkation, in order to ensure that 
humanitarian standards were respected. The presence 
of the Committee’s delegates supplied the guarantee 
that no one embarked against his will. By the end of 
1962, more than 78,000 Koreans, out of 600,000 resi
dent in Japan, had thus left for the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea.

Congo

Of particular importance was the ICRC activity 
when disturbances broke out in 1960, following on the 
independence of the former Belgian Congo. Delegates 
who were immediately despatched to the spot, estab
lished neutral zones around the hospitals, sent ambu
lance columns into several regions, organized the 
evacuation of civilians and military, and ensured the 
distribution of milk and other products to the native 
population of various provinces, as well as to large 
numbers of refugees.

The delegates of the ICRC set up a service for trac
ing missing persons. They paid numerous visits to 
political and military detainees in the different pro
vinces, notably in Katanga, and intervened often with 
success for the release or exchange of prisoners. Their 
activity was further extended during the events in 
Katanga in the last months of 1961.

However, the largest action of the Red Cross in the 
Congo was its medical work, thanks to which the 
hospitals in the principal localities were able to con
tinue to dispense aid to the population. Several of 
these hospitals finding themselves suddenly without 
doctors, the ICRC and the League of Red Cross 
Societies, at the request of UNO, launched an appeal 
from Geneva to the different National Societies. In all 
one hundred doctors, male nurses and nurses, allocated 
by the ICRC and under its responsibility to the various 
regions in the Congo, took part in this action, which 
enabled very large sections of the Congolese popula
tion to benefit from the medical care which otherwise 
they would have been lacking.

Nepal

Since 1960, the ICRC has also been carrying out its 
action on behalf of Tibetan refugees in Nepal, whose 
numbers have been estimated at 22,000. Acting at the 
request of the Government at Katmandu, the Inter
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national Committee first of all distributed food and 
clothing to the refugees, and this it was able to do 
even in the remotest valleys of Nepal, thanks to two 
aircraft specially adapted for high mountain condi
tions. But it sought in particular to make the refugees 
become self-sufficient, and it therefore established a 
handicraft training centre where several hundred 
Tibetans are at work. Similarly, with the support of 
the Nepalese authorities, it is aiding some 700 refugees 
to re-establish themselves definitely in the Dhor Patan 
area, a high unpopulated valley, and who are being 
helped in this with the co-operation of a team of Swiss 
technicians, doctors, engineers, agricultural experts 
and foremen.

Tunisia

During the Bizerta conflict (summer 1961), the ICRC 
had to carry out its specific tasks on behalf of various 
victims, wounded, prisoners and internees. First of all, 
as a matter of urgency, it sent 400 flasks of blood and 
albumin plasma. Then a delegate went to the spot to 
ensure the application of measures laid down by the 
Geneva Conventions in such cases: evacuation of the 
wounded and burial of the dead, respect for the em
blems of the Red Cross and the Red Crescent, free 
passage for ambulances, visits to prisoners and in
ternees detained on both sides. Finally, these were 
exchanged and released as a result of an agreement 
concluded under the auspices of the ICRC acting in 
its capacity of neutral intermediary.

Indo-Portuguese conflict

The Indo-Portuguese conflict which broke out fol
lowing on the occupation of Goa, was for the ICRC a 
further occasion for carrying out its definite tasks. A 
few days after the arrival of Indian troops in the 
Portuguese enclave, a delegate from Geneva went to 
the spot and visited the prisoners. This visit was re
peated several weeks later. The ICRC was also able 
to visit Indian nationals interned in Portugal, Mozam
bique and Macao.

New Guinea

After the naval engagement between Indonesian and 
Netherlands forces in New Guinea waters on January 
15, 1962, the ICRC sent a delegate to visit prisoners 
taken by the Dutch. The delegate was instructed at the 
same time to organize the repatriation of these priso
ners in accordance with arrangements made by the 
Secretary-General of UNO. This operation was carried 
out in a satisfactory manner.

Algeria

Throughout the period covered in tins Report, the 
ICRC undertook a task, in connection with the events 
in Algeria, which was always most delicate. Between

February 1955 and the end of 1961, the Committee 
sent ten missions to the spot which visited prisons and 
detention camps on Algerian territory. Apart from the 
moral and material comfort given to the detainees by 
these visits, in which a doctor-delegate often took part, 
they succeeded, thanks to remarks, suggestions and 
reports handed to the detaining authorities, in notice
able improvements being made in conditions in force 
in the prisons and camps. A similar activity was also 
carried out in France where most of the prisons and 
internment camps for Algerians, as well as those for 
activists, received periodic visits from delegates.

At the same time, the ICRC made numerous re
presentations on behalf of French prisoners in the 
hands of the ALN. It obtained the release in some 
fifty cases of such prisoners.

The ICRC also intervened on behalf of populations, 
the victims of events. It first of all organized large-scale 
relief actions on behalf of Algerian refugees in Tunisia 
and Morocco, until this activity was taken over by the 
League of Red Cross Societies. Then it had food and 
medicaments reach populations regrouped in the in
terior of Algeria. Thanks to donations offered for the 
most part by the Swiss Confederation it despatched 
relief for these populations to a value of about
2.145.000 Swiss francs.

During the serious troubles accompanying the put
ting into effect of the Evian agreements, the ICRC 
organized an emergency medical action in the large 
towns of Algeria to which it sent several doctors. It 
also distributed food and medicaments.

The total value of relief distributed by the ICRC to 
the victims of the Algerian conflict amounted to
5.755.000 Swiss francs.

The ICRC carried out its activity of giving assistance 
in conflicts and disturbances of lesser importance, 
amongst which mention should also be made of events 
in Cyprus (1956-1959), disorders in the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1959), the abortive revolu
tion in Nicaragua (1959). It visited prisoners and poli
tical internees in various countries, notably in Greece 
(1956-1961) and Kenya (1957-1959).

Amongst the ICRC’s practical tasks, one should also 
draw attention to several others which had no direct 
connection with the immediate present, but which 
presented themselves as the sequence of the Second 
World War.

In this connection, one should first of all mention 
the important mission entrusted to the ICRC by virtue 
of Article 16 o f the Peace Treaty with Japan. This 
article stipulated that an amount drawn on Japanese 
funds would be distributed to former prisoners of war 
in Japanese hands, in order to compensate them for 
the rigours they endured in captivity. The signatories 
of the treaty asked the ICRC to organize the allocation

Other conflicts

Compensation to former prisoners of war
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of this amount to the beneficiaries, which reached a 
figure of 65 million Swiss francs.

The ICRC therefore approached all the countries 
concerned, asking them to draw up complete lists of 
beneficiaries. In 1956 these lists were handed to 
Geneva, but, because of the destruction of archives 
during the war, delays occurred, chiefly in the Philip
pines, where it was necessary to resort to making 
public appeals. Payments, which were begun in 1957, 
have not been able to be terminated without over
coming various difficulties which, moreover, were to 
be met with in other countries besides the Philippines.

Reuniting of families

The reuniting of families has been continuing, 
especially in Europe, since the end of the last world 
conflict. They have mainly concerned persons of 
German origin, or “ Volksdeutsche ” . The ICRC has 
carried out this activity in close co-operation with the 
National Red Cross Societies. Most of these reunions, 
which enabled members of the same families dispersed 
by the war and its consequences to be rejoined, were 
from East to West. Since the end of the war nearly
400,000 persons have thus been reunited.

Assistance to victims of pseudo-medical experiments

In Europe, the ICRC accepted to act as inter
mediary in the handing over of financial assistance 
offered by the Bonn authorities to victims of pseudo
medical experiments practised in German concentra
tion camps under the Nazi regime. This offer con
cerned surviving victims at present resident in countries 
with which the German Federal Government does not 
maintain diplomatic relations, namely, first of all, 
Poland and Hungary. In order to draw up the list of 
beneficiaries and to determine the amount of financial 
assistance to be allocated to them, the ICRC sent mis
sions consisting of doctor-delegates, who examined 
each case on the spot. The files were then submitted 
to a commission of neutral experts who set forth their 
views on the validity of the claims. By the end of 1962 
the ICRC had sent allocations to 75 persons in Poland 
and 170 in Hungary.

A similar procedure is being prepared for Czecho
slovakia.

Central Tracing Agency

The ICRC carries out one of its most important 
practical tasks through its Central Tracing Agency. 
This vast information office deals with a continuous 
flow of enquiries. Sixteen years after the end of the 
world conflict, the Agency receives more than 5,000 
requests for information each month. These enquiries 
for the most part are even now connected with the last 
world war, but others refer to more recent conflicts. 
There are still a certain number of enquiries requiring

searches in the card-index of the First World War. 
Generally speaking cases to be dealt with are of increas
ing complexity. It is frequently a question of re
establishing contact between members of the same 
family separated from each other in East and West 
Europe. It is estimated that there are 45 million clas
sified files in the Agency.

C.T.A. M ail statistics from 1956 to the end 
of N ovember 1962

Year Arrival Departure Enquiries
opened

1956 ............................ 90,872 88,146 19,432
1957 ............................ 185,004 187,429 33,112
1958 ............................ 113,036 113,928 35,482
1959 ............................ 94,294 87,200 18,243
1960 ............................ 74,341 71,984 25,312
1 9 6 1 ............................ 71,255 66,348 20,525
1962 (end of November) 57,034 57,306 13,819

Total ........................ 685,836 672,341 165,925

Positive tracing cases effected during the period 1956 
to 1962: 60%

International Tracing Service

The International Tracing Service at Arolsen (Ger
man Federal Republic) carries out a similar activity, 
but relating to former deported persons or those who 
were displaced or missing in Germany and in occupied 
territory during the war. The ICRC is responsible for 
administering the ITS by virtue of agreements signed 
at Bonn on June 6, 1955 and renewed on May 12, 1960.

Medical personnel section

The medical personnel section attempts, in co-opera
tion with the Red Cross Societies, to encourage the 
preparation and the development of medical personnel 
and equipment. To this end it carries out a large num
ber of missions abroad and maintains contacts 
throughout the world.

GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Moral and legal tasks

The ICRC, to which the statutes of the International 
Red Cross have assigned the rôle of “ maintaining the 
fundamental principles of the Red Cross ”, undertakes 
important work of a theoretical, doctrinal and legal 
nature. It is continually attempting to develop humani
tarian law and to make it fit to comply with new 
requirements in the world, and also seeks to spread
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knowledge widely of this law and of the humanitarian 
ideals of the Red Cross, especially in African and 
Asian countries recently arriving at independence. In 
this activity it makes a point of making it understood 
that all peoples, whatever their form of civilization, 
can accept, without in any way denying their cultural 
heritage, the idea of the Red Cross and the precepts 
of the Geneva Conventions.

Recognition of National Societies

The recognition, by the ICRC, of new National Red 
Cross or Red Crescent National Societies is a task of 
a similar nature. The number of these official recogni
tions, which necessitate a careful examination of each 
case, has reached a total of 29 since the end of the 
Second World War.

List of Red Cross Societies recognized since 1956

1956 2. 2.1956 Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea

1957 23. 5.1957 Viet Nam
23. 5.1957 Laos
12. 9.1957 Tunisia

1.11.1957 Democratic Repub. of Viet Nam
1.11.1957 Sudan

1958 7. 8.1958 Morocco
9. 9.1958 Libya

1959 5. 6.1959 Liberia
5. 6.1959 Ghana

15. 9.1959 Mongolia
1960 20.10.1960 Cambodia
1961 4. 5.1961 Nigeria

7. 9.1961 Togo
1962 1.11.1962 Upper Volta

1.11.1962 Sierra Leone

in black: (triangles) ICRC actions from 1956-1962
(circle) Repatriation of Koreans residing in Japan, 

in red: National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies recognized since 1956.

The Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Conventions constitute a particularly 
important field in the ICRC’s legal activity. As the 
original promoter of the Conventions, it was the 
principal instrument of their revision in 1949. After 
making a detailed commentary in four volumes, it 
now directs its efforts to disseminating them through
out the world. This is an important and urgent task 
since, without their being known by those who should 
apply them, the Conventions would remain a dead 
letter.

In addition to its current activity of disseminating 
the Conventions, the ICRC is often faced with special 
cases such as that of the Congo. UNO not being, as 
such, a Party to the Conventions, the International 
Committee has made representations to the Secretary- 
General and to the various member States, so that the 
emergency force in the Congo and troops of which it 
is composed respect the Conventions and receive 
adequate instruction to that effect.

To this fist should be added those newly independent 
States which, in principle, are bound by ratifications 
made, previous to independence, by the States
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LIST OF STATES PARTY TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949

No. Date Countries No. Date Countries

1950 1954

1 March 31 Switzerland 37 June 1 Rumania —
2 April 21 Jugoslavia — 38 July 22 Bulgaria —
3 July 9 Monaco 39 August 3 Byelorussian S.S.R . —
4 Sept. 21 Liechenstein 40 August 3 Hungary —
5 Oct. 12 Chile 41 August 3 Netherlands —
6 Nov. 9 India 42 August 3 Ukrainian S.S.R. —
7 Dec. 19 Czechoslovakia — 43 August 11 Ecuador

44 Sept. 3 German Fed. Rep.*
45 Nov. 26 Poland —

1951 46 Dec. 29 Thailand

8 Feb. 22 Holy See
9 March 7 Philippines 1955

10 April 10 Lebanon
11 May 29 Jordan * 47 Feb. 22 Finland
12 June 12 Pakistan — 48 August 2 United States o f  America —
13 June 27 Denmark
14 June 28 France
15 July 6 Israel —- 1956
16 August 3 Norway
17 Dec. 17 Italy 49 Feb. 10 Panama *

50 Feb. 13 Venezuela
51 Feb. 14 Iraq *

1952 52 Feb. 15 Peru
53 May 22 Libya *

18 March 31 Union o f  South Africa * 54 June 5 Greece
19 May 13 Guatemala 55 July 20 Morocco *
20 August 4 Spain — 56 Sept. 18 Argentine Republic
21 Sept. 3 Belgium 57 Sept. 26 Afghanistan
22 Oct. 29 Mexico 58 Sept. 29 Laos *
23 Nov. 10 Egypt 59 Nov. 30 Democratic Rep. o f Germany *—

60 Dec. 28 The People's Rep. o f China —

1953
1957

24 April 21 Japan *
25 June 17 Salvador 61 Feb. 20 Iran
26 July 1 Luxemburg 62 April 11 Haiti *
27 August 27 Austria 63 May 4 Tunisia *
28 August 29 San Marino * 64 May 27 Albania —
29 Nov. 2 Syria 65 June 28 Democratic Rep. o f Vietnam * —
30 Nov. 14 Rep. o f  Viet Nam * 66 June 29 Brazil
31 Dec. 17 Nicaragua 67 August 27 Democratic People's Rep. o f
32 Dec. 28 Sweden Korea * —

68 Sept. 23 Great Britain and Northern Ireland—
69 Sept. 23 Sudan *

1954

33 Feb. 10 Turkey 1958
34 March 29 Liberia *
35 April 15 Cuba 70 Jan. 22 Dominican Rep.*
36 May 10 U.S.S.R. — 71 August 2 Ghana *

States are listed in chronological order of their acceding to the Conventions, either by ratification (without asterisk), 
accession (one asterisk) or by a declaration of continuity (two asterisks). A line following the name of a State indicates that 
it has formulated reservations on becoming a Party to the Conventions.
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No. Date Countries No. Date Countries

1958 1961

72 Sept. 30 Indonesia * 79 Feb. 24 Rep. o f  the Congo (Leopoldville) **
73 Oct. 14 Australia — 80 March 14 Portugal —■
74 Dec. 8 Cambodia * 81 June 20 Nigeria **
75 Dec. 20 Mongolian People's Rep.* 82 Oct. 26 Paraguay

83 Nov. 7 Upper Volta **
84 Nov. 8 Colombia
85 Dec. 29 Ivory Coast **

1959

76 Feb. 28 Ceylon * 1962
77 May 2 New Zealand —

86 Jan. 9 Dahomey **
87 Jan. 12 Togo **
88 May 23 Cyprus *

1960 89 August 24 Federation o f Malaya *
90 Sept. 27 Ireland

78 June 20 Algerian Rep. (Provisional Gov.) * 91 Oct. 30 Islamic Rep. o f Mauritania **

exercising sovereignty at the time. There are 18 of 
these States.

Additions to the Conventions

However, since the Geneva Conventions of 1949 do 
not cover the whole range of human distress which 
the Red Cross movement could still alleviate, it has 
been necessary to make certain additions to them. 
A number of texts have thus seen the light of day: 
a model law for the protection of the red cross emblem, 
model agreements on the retention of medical person
nel, a regulation for telecommunications of hospital 
ships and medical aircraft, a telegraphic code for the 
use of prisoners of war and interned civilians. Other 
material is in the course of preparation, in particular 
a handbook for information bureaux and a regulation 
for the employment of the red cross sign by the 
National Societies.

The Red Cross and internal disturbances

The ICRC at present devotes a lot of care to extend
ing humanitarian principles to internal disturbances. 
Persons detained in their own countries as a result of 
such disturbances are often more deprived of the rights 
of protection than are enemies captured in time of war. 
In fact, article 3 common to the four Conventions is 
only valid for armed conflicts. Now, the frequency of 
internal disturbances has led the ICRC to set forth, 
with the help of two expert commissions, the principles 
which are applicable in such cases. It was on this basis 
that it intervened these last few years in various

countries of America, Asia, Africa and even Europe 
on behalf of persons deprived of their liberty, whom 
it was often able to visit. After the National Societies 
represented at the session in October 1961 in Prague 
of the Board of Governors had expressed the wish that 
the ICRC intensify its action in that field, a third 
expert commission met in Geneva in October 1962 
and drew up a detailed report on the question.

Protection of medical personnel

The protection of civilian medical and health per
sonnel, not sufficiently assured by the Conventions, is 
another of the ICRC’s preoccupations. In co-opera
tion with the International Committee of Military 
Medicine, it drew up draft rules on that subject. At 
the same time it took part in establishing rules of 
medical ethics applicable in time of war.

Protection of the civilian population

The disturbing problem raised by the protection of 
the civilian population against modern methods of 
warfare led the ICRC to draw up its “ Draft Rules ”, 
whose application would limit risks incurred by civi
lians not taking part in hostilities. After having re
ceived the unanimous approval of the International 
Conference of the Red Cross in 1957, that project was 
sent to governments, which, however, they have not 
yet followed up. The ICRC is nevertheless continuing 
to study this serious problem. It is at the same time 
attempting to bestow a legal status on the civil defence 
services.
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RELIEF DISTRIBUTED OR FORWARDED BY THE ICRC 
from 1956 to the end of 1961

Sw.fr.
Algeria

1956 Detainees, persons assigned to 
residence, disaster victims and

persons in d is tre s s ...........  19,000.—
1957 Internees and detainees . . . .  28,532.—

Displaced civilian population . . 12,995.—
1958 Internees and detainees . 11,875.—

Displaced civilian population . . 2,409.—
1959 Displaced civilian population . . 135,000.—

Internees and detainees... 68,000.—
1960 Displaced civilian population . . 336,500.—

Internees and detainees... 44,000.—
Victims of e v e n t s ........... 9,863.—

1961 Displaced civilian population . . 849,608.—
Internees and detainees.. 23,200.—

1,540,982.—

Austria

1956 War wounded, displaced persons . 4,000.—
1957 Civilian population and invalids . 2,942.—·
1958 Civilian population and invalids . 795.—·

R efugees......................................... 1,500.—
1959 War d isa b le d ................................. 3,877.—
1960 War d isa b le d ................................. 3,838.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n ................... 10,520.—

27,472.—

Brazil

1959 Stateless persons ........................  1,496.—
1,496.—

Bulgaria
1957 Civilian population and invalids . 2,014.—
1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  1,684.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  2,459.—

6,157 —

Cameroons

1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 1,721.—
1,721.—

Ceylon

1958 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  15,000.—
15.000 —

Chile

1960 Earthquake v ic t im s ....................  16,000.—
16.000 —

Congo
1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  138,600.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  144,525.—-

283,125.—

Sw.fr.
Cuba

1959 Civilian population and detainees 16,500.—
16,500.—

Cyprus

1956 In ternees........................................  10,000.—
1957 Political d e ta in ees........................  10,000.—
1958 Political d e ta in ees........................  10,000.—

30,000.—

Czechoslovakia

1957 D isa b le d ........................................ 1 9 0 -
Civilian population ....................  1,111.—

1,301.—

Egypt

1956 Victims of e v e n t s . 245,000.—
1957 Civilian population, refugees . . 99,000.—
1958 Civilian population and invalids . 2,170.—

Political d e ta in ees . 1,200.—
1959 Stateless persons leaving . . . .  7,070.—
1960 Detainees............... 583,—

355,023.—

Finland

1960 ........................................................  750 —
750 —

France
1958 Detainees........................................  2,200.—

Civilian population and invalids . 1,402.—
1959 Disaster victims (Fréjus) . . . .  7,000.—

Internees and detainees................  8,750.—·
1960 Internees and detainees................  10,323.—

Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  1,171.—
Blind disabled ............................  6,650.—

1961 Internees and detainees................  41,300 —
78,796.—

Federal Republic of Germany
1956 War wounded, displaced persons . 23,000.—
1957 “ Volksdeutsche ” invalids . . . 8,449.—
1958 R efugees..............  2,000.—

I n v a l id s ..............  800. -
1959 Refugees, repatriated persons . . 64,000.—
1960 Refugees, repatriated persons . . 9,273.—
1961 Refugees, repatriated persons . . 5,250.—·

112,772 —
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Sw.fr. Sw.fr.
Greece Italy

1956 Detainees, persons assigned to 1957 R efugees........................................ 3,562.—
residence, disaster victims and Young b l i n d ................................ 27,635.—
persons in d istress.................... 287,000.— 1958 R efugees........................................ 2,250 —

1957 Detainees and political internees . 210,000.— Young b l i n d ................................ 44,428.—
1958 Political de ta inees........................ 115,000.— 1959 Refugees, repatriated persons . . 9,000 —

Civilian population and disabled . 461.— Young b l i n d ................................ 10,859.—

1959 Internees and detainees................ 18,000.— 1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 3,953.—
Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 14,000 — Young b l i n d ................................ 9,359.—

1960 Internees and detainees................ 12,631.— 1961 D isa b le d ........................................ 3,255.—
Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 297 — 114,301 —

1961 Internees and detainees . . . . 31,400 —
Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 36,150.— Japan

724,939.— 1957 Interned K o r e a n s ........................ 59,451.— 
1,300.—1958 In te rn ees ........................................

Hungary
1959 Disaster victims (typhoon Vera) . 22,000.—
1960 Victims of tidal w ave.................... 5,000 —

1956 Victims of e v e n t s ........................ 245,000.— 87,751.—
1957 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 69,107,450.—
1958 Civilian population and disabled . 7,810.— Jordan

Political de ta inees........................ 10,838.—
9,220.— 1957 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 6,900.—

Artificial limb workshop, Buda- 6,900.—
p e s t ............................................ 47,071.—

1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 9,219.— Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 9,975 — 5,225.—

84,259,583.— 5,225 —

India Laos

1959 Tibetan refugees............................ 15,000.— 1959 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 26,150.—
1960 Victims of the c o n f l ic t ................ 14,000.—

1960 Tibetan refugees............................ 13,925.— 1961 Victims of the c o n f l ic t ................ 215,402.— 
8,300 —28,925.— Internees and detainees . . . .

263,852.—

Indonesia Lebanon
1957 Displaced p e rso n s ........................ 30,000.— 1956 War wounded, refugees . . . . 13,000.—
1958 Displaced p e rso n s ........................ 150.— 1958 Victims of e v e n t s ........................ 217,655.—
1959 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 59,365.— 1959 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 1,200.—
1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n .................... 9,722.— 231,855.—

99,237.—
Morocco

1957 Algerian re fu g e e s ........................ 560,375.—
Iran Wounded and s ic k ........................ 21,535.—

1958 Earthquake v ic t im s .................... 8,718.— 1958 Algerian refugees * ....................
Algerian war w o u n d ed ................

339,264.— 
8,470 —

1960 Earthquake v ic t im s .................... 5,000.— Prisoners of war ........................ 5,000.—
13,718.— 1959 Stateless re fu g e e s ........................

Paralysed p e rs o n s ........................
2,500 — 
7,500.—

Algerian war w o u n d ed ................ 5,100.—

Israel 1960 Earthquake victims (Agadir) . . 5,051.—
Algerian war w oun d ed ................ 4,734.—

1960 D isa b le d ........................................ 700 — 1961 Algerian d is a b le d ........................ 7,720.—

700.— 967,249 —
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1957 Civilian p o p u la t io n ................... 3,572.—
1960 Tibetan refugees........................... 11,200.—
1961 Tibetan refugees........................... 285,000.—

299,772 —

Philippines

1959 Detainees ..................................... 500.—
500.—

Poland

1956 War wounded, civilian population 14,000.—
1957 Disabled, repatriated persons . . 8,009.—

Civilian p o p u la t io n ......  1,554.—
1958 Civilian population and invalids . 16,312.—
1959 Civilian p o p u la t io n ......  28,252.—
1960 Civilian p o p u la t io n ......  21,700.—

I n v a l id s ........................... 11,025.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n ......  62,917.—

163,769.—

Spain

1957 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  5,149.—
1958 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  284.—
1960 Detainees ..................................... 750.—
1961 Detainees ..................................... 8,300.—

14,483.—

Thailand

1959 Detainees ....................................  2,000.—
2,000.—

Togo

1961 R efugees......................................... 9,850.—
9,850.—

Tunisia

1957 Algerian re fu g e e s ........................  261,585.—
1958 Algerian re fu g e e s ........................  117,958.—
1961 Victims of disturbances (Bizerta) . 15,070.—

Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  9,500.—
404,113.—

U.S.S.R.
1956 Nationals of various countries . . 58,000.—

58,000 —
Viet Nam (South) (Rep. of)

1956 War wounded, civilian population 30,000.—
1958 War wounded (artificial limb

w o rk sh o p )................................  11,437.—
41,4377—

Viet Nam (Democratic People’s Republic)

1956 War o rp h a n s ................................ 4,000.—
4,000 —

Yugoslavia

1959 Artificial limb workshop, Sarajevo 7,884.—
1960 Artificial limb workshop, Sarajevo 4,813.—

12,697 —
Miscellaneous

1956 Other in te rv e n tio n s ....................  7,000.—
1957 Refugees, stateless persons, etc. . 1,091,931.—
1958 Refugees, stateless persons, etc. . 9,410.—
1959 Consignments of medical supplies

to various c o u n tr ie s ................  3,526.—
Consignments of artificial limbs to 

various c o u n t r ie s ....................  1,147.—
1960 Consignments of artificial limbs to

various c o u n tr ie s ....................  3,705.—
Consignments of medical supplies

to various c o u n tr ie s ................  609.—
Stateless persons ........................  2,411.—

1961 Civilian p o p u la t io n ....................  7,650.—
D isa b le d ........................................  3,570.—
Detainees and internees . . . .  ______740.—

1,131,699.—

Sw.fr.

Total Sw.fr. 91,433,650. — (Excepting the shipment to Morocco) *

* The ICRC also shipped a gift of 2,500 tons comprising foodstuffs, clothing and blankets to a value of Sw.fr. 2,000,000.— effected 
by the Red Crescent of the United Arab Republic on behalf of Algerian refugees.
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PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS

Abréviations :
ed E publication available in English 
ed S publication available in Spanish 
ed G publication available in German 
ed I publication available in Italian

+  Joint ICRC and League of Red Cross Societies’ 
publication

1957 to 1959
ICRC. Report on the Relief Action in Hungary, 

October 1956 to June 1957. 1957, 58 pp. ill. (ed F; 
S; G).

ICRC. 19th International Conference o f the Red Cross, 
New Delhi. Resolutions. 1957, 26 pp. (ed F; S).

ICRC. Final Record concerning the Draft Rules for the 
Limitation to the Dangers incurred by the Civilian 
Population in Time o f War. 19th International Red 
Cross Conference, New Delhi, 1957. 1958, 184 pp. 
(ed F; S).

Reservations to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, by 
Claude Pilloud. 1958, 29 pp. (ed F).

Nurses and the Geneva Conventions o f 1949, by Jean- 
Pierre Schoenholzer. 1957, 30 pp. (ed F; S; G).

ICRC. Draft Rules for the Limitation o f the Dangers 
incurred by the Civilian Population in Time o f War. 
Second edition. 1958, 158 pp. (ed F).

The Geneva Conventions o f August 12, 1949. Com
mentaries published under the General Editorship 
of Jean S. Pictet:

II. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 
Members of Armed Forces at Sea. 1960, 320 pp. 
(ed F).

III. Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of 
Prisoners of War. 1960, 764 pp. (ed F).

1960 to 1961
ICRC. The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated booklet 

14 X 10 cm. in 9 languages: 1960, French, English, 
Chinese, Russian, Japanese, Arabic, Spanish, Ger
man, Lingala (1956, French, English, Chinese, 
Russian, Japanese, Arabic, Spanish, German, 
Hindu).

The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated handbook fol
lowed by an outline of the Organization of the 
International Red Cross. 1961, 66 pp. (ed F 1960).

ICRC. The ICRC and the Conflict in Cuba, 1958-1959. 
1960, 19 pp. (ed F; S).

The International Committee o f the Red Cross and its 
Action. Extract from texts prepared by Jean S. 
Pictet. 1960, 55 pp. (ed F).

ICRC. The Central Tracing Agency. 1961, 21 pp., ill. 
(ed F; S; G; I).

The Laws o f War, by Jean S. Pictet. 1961, 11 pp. 
(ed F; S; G).

Congo Medical Relief. Report on the International 
Red Cross Action to staff for an Emergency Period 
of twelve Months some thirty abandoned Hospitals 
in the newly independent Republic of the Congo. 
July 1960-June 1961. 1961, 29 pp., ill. (ed F; S).

1962
ICRC. The Geneva Conventions o f August 12, 1949. 

Brief Summary for Members of Armed Forces and 
the General Public. 13 pp.:
1962, Italian, Kikongo, Lingala, Luba, Swahili texts 
(1951, French, English and Spanish texts, 1953 and 
1956, Arabic text).

ICRC. The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated booklet 
14 x 10 cm. in 9 languages. 1962:

A) French, English, Italian, Russian, German, 
Arabic, Spanish, Portuguese, Hindu.

B) French, English, Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Hindu.

C) French, English, Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, 
Arabic, Persian, Cambodian, Hindu.

D) French, English, Kikongo, Swahili, Luba, 
Lingala, Spanish, German, Arabic.

ICRC. Working Party on the Position of Civil Defence 
Organizations in International Law, Geneva, June 
12-16, 1961. Analytical Report. 1962, 22 pp. +  
Annexes xxxi pp. (ed F; S; G).
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ICRC. The ICRC and the Algerian Conflict, January 
1955 to July 1962. 1962, 22 pp., ill. (ed F; S; G).

Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions, 
by Henri Coursier. 1962, 114 pp. (ed F; S; G).

The Doctrine o f the Red Cross, by Jean S. P ictet. 
1962, 19 pp. (ed F; S; G).

ICRC. Catalogue o f Publications o f the ICRC available 
at the end o f 1962. 1962, 8 pp.

Periodical Publications 1
Annual Reports for 1956-1957, 90 pp. — 1957-1958, 

128 pp. — 1958-1959, 77 pp. — 1959-1960, 81 pp. — 
1960-1961, 71 pp. ill. — 1961-1962, 86 pp. ill. (ed 
F; S; G).

Topical Red Cross News. Information Notes. Mimeo
graphed bulletin, 4to, from 5 to 11 pp. appearing 
about 20 times annually. Produced by the Press and 
Information Department of the ICRC in French, 
English, Spanish and German, since September 1961.

1 The official organ of the ICRC is the International Review o f the Red Cross wh eh appears each month.

—  13 —



LIST OF DELEGATES FROM 1956 TO 1962

Angst Harry * Japan
Arbenz Eric Spain
Behn Alfred Mexico
Bernath Hans * Israel
Biaggi de Blasys Léo * Italy
Boissier Pierre France
Bossard Léon * New Zealand
Bruns Max ** Germany
Burckhardt Nicolas ** Germany
Burnier Georges Lebanon-Syria
Busser Mario Egypt
Calderara Paul * Hong Kong
Chambrier Jacques de * Argentine
Cocatrix Albert de ** Germany
D ickenmann Ernst Thailand
D urand André * Japan
Gacon Pablo Bolivia
H aas Robert Egypt
H aegler Eric * Brazil
H uber Max-Henri Egypt
Jaquet Edouard Egypt
Joubert Guido Austria
Junod Henri-Philippe South Africa
Lambert Adrien Greece
Leuenberger André Indochina

M ichel William France
M ittner John W.* Philippines
M oll Robert Venezuela
M orsier Jacques de France
M ueller Werner * South Vietnam
M uller Edmond Egypt
Pfründer Heinrich * Malaya
Porchet Robert Egypt
Reiser Max Peru
R obert Ernest Egypt
R oethlisberger Walther * Colombia
R oulet Jean-Pierre Argentine
Salzmann Werner Thailand
Saudan Alfred Tangier
Schweizer Hans Australia
Senn Geoffrey-Cassian * Brit. Central Africa
Thudichum Maurice Egypt
Traz David de Near-East
T rueb Wolfgang * Thailand
Tschopp Bernath Israel
Tuetsch Conrad-Henry Ceylon
Vautier Camille * Morocco
Vust Roger * Algeria
Wasmer Henry Great Britain

M ail Statistics

Arrival Departure

1956. . . . 173,598 174,462
1957 . . . . 467,553 296,725
1958 . . . . 130,420 186,301
1959 . . . . 118,343 167,007
1960 . . . . 112,853 161,523
1961 . . . . 108,048 157,990
1962. . . . 116,152 178,994

* Delegates and correspondents of the ICRC operating at 31 December 1962.
** Director and Assistant-Directors of the International Tracing Service at Arolsen, Germany.
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EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

(Agreed and amended on September 25, 1952)

Art. 1. — The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally recog
nized in the Geneva Conventions and by International 
Conferences of the Red Cross, shall be an independent 
organization having its own Statutes.

It shall be a constituent part of the International Red 
Cross.1

Art. 2. — As an association governed by Articles 60 and 
following of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall have 
legal personality.

Art. 3. — The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in 
Geneva.

Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its 
motto shall be “ Inter arma caritas ”.

Art. 4. — The special role of the ICRC shall be:

(a) to maintain the fundamental and permanent principles 
of the Red Cross, namely: impartiality, action inde
pendent of any racial, political, religious or economic 
considerations, the universality of the Red Cross and 
the equality of the National Red Cross Societies;

(b) to recognize any newly established or reconstituted 
National Red Cross Society which fulfils the conditions 
for recognition in force, and to notify other National 
Societies of such recognition;

(c) to undertake the tasks incumbent on it under the 
Geneva Conventions, to work for the faithful applica
tion of these Conventions and to take cognizance of

any complaints regarding alleged breaches of the 
humanitarian Conventions;

(d) to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, 
especially in case of war, civil war or internal strife; 
to endeavour to ensure at all times that the military 
and civilian victims of such conflicts and of their 
direct results receive protection and assistance, and to 
serve, in humanitarian matters, as an intermediary 
between the parties;

(e) to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the prepara
tion and development of medical personnel and medi
cal equipment, in co-operation with the Red Cross 
organizations, the medical services of the armed forces, 
and other competent authorities;

(f)  to work for the continual improvement of humanita
rian international law and for the better understanding 
and diffusion of the Geneva Conventions and to pre
pare for their possible extension;

(g) to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross.

The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative 
which comes within its role as a specifically neutral and 
independent institution and consider any questions requir
ing examination by such an institution.

Art. 6 (first paragraph). — The ICRC shall co-opt its 
members from among Swiss citizens. The number of mem
bers may not exceed twenty-five.

Printed in Switzerland

This report is published in French, English and Spanish


